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REPORT BY THE CITY REGISTRAR 


OF THE 


BIRTHS. MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


IN THE 


CITY OF BOSTON, 


FOR THE YEAR 1862. 


BOSTON: 
J. E. FARWELL & COMPANY, PRINTERS TO THE CITY, 


37 CONGRESS STREET. 


1863. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Board of Aldermen, March 16,1863. 


Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


S. F. McCLEARY, City Clerk. 


Attest 
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UvMuLY 


iy On. 1. 


To tue Crry Covuncit : 


_ The undersigned herewith respectfully submits his 
Report of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the 
City of Boston during the year 1862. 


BIRTHS. 


The number of children born in Boston the past 
year was 5,258 — 2,690 males, and 2,568 females —a 
decrease from the number born in the preceding year 
of 531. This decrease is a large one, although not 
very different from what might be looked for in the 
present disturbed condition of the country. 

The following table shows the number of births in 
each of the last fourteen years, commencing with 1849, 
the first year of which there is any report. 


YEAR. BIRTHS. YEAR. BIRTHS. YEAR. BIRTHS. 
1309... 5,031 || 1854.... ... 5,688" 11 1859 a eee nes 5,895 
loa TO ISbO eros co <: BiG16)1|, 1860. nda 5,765 
fee R588 || 1866..>..-.. CO aad BA ies Pacis 5,789 
EAR Teh .. BeB08. | 108 Tiae secs + 5,881 || 1862......-. 5,258 
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‘It will be seen by the foregoing, that the births in 
1862 were only 227 more than the number recorded in 
1849, and that they were twenty-one less than in 1850, 
and considerably below the number in any other year. 
The largest number of births in any one year, occurred 
in 1856, when they exceeded those born in 1862, by 
664! | 

The following table shows the number of births in 
each quarter, arranged according to the seasons. 


MONTH. | BIRTHS. || MONTH. | BIRTHS. || MONTH. | BIRTHS. || MONTH. | BIRTHS. 
Decem’r| 445 March.| 488 June..| 402 Septr.| 489 
January 486 April:.} 437 July .-| 426 Octob’r| 425 
Februa’y| 480 May --| 426 August} 459 Novr.| 461 

1361 1285 1287 1325 


: 


The annexed table exhibits the percentage of the 
births in each Ward compared with that of the deaths 


in the same places. 


The deaths in the various public 


institutions, amounting to 225, or 5.46 per cent. of all 
the deaths, are not included in the computation. 


WARDS. 


oe 


Per cent. of | Per cent. of 
Births. Deaths. 
12.13 13.27 
18.10 9.03 

7-83 9.73 
1.33 2.41 
4.77 poise 1 
4.83 5.18 


Per cent. of | Per cent. of 


WARDS. 


Births. Deaths. 
7.94 10.37 
6.84 6.70 
5.59 4.95 
7.87 7.70 

11.12 10.60 
16.60 14.76 
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It will thus be seen, that in each of Wards 1, 3, 
4, 5, 6, and 7, the ratio of births to the whole 
number born was less than that of the deaths in the 
same localities. Hast Boston (Ward 2) exhibits the 
most favorable condition, the percentage of births 
there exceeding that of the deaths by more than four 
per cent. For several years past, the births in Wards 
1, 3, and 7 have been steadily decreasing, in each local- 
ity the ratio of deaths being greater than that of the 
births. 


I. BIRTHS IN 1862. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Both parents born in United States....--.sssecescecsesscoes 1,285 
- UM ASERIS EN aie ce Gaielele co's ss occ aoe 5c c.0 5 os op 64 

4 BEA eie ciee oe) c cine oe ves oe c'e o's ose 0 he 2,295 

3 PETE MCOUAN eo micale cde esse ccblessceowssene 44. 

4 «¢ British American Provinces..........«. 99 

hes ME IAM oo ade ce sees selec occ nce aces 195 

ss ‘¢ Other foreign places (unmixed*)....++-- 96 

“ s 6 A (mixedf) ....--ee- 512 
Father in United States, mother forcign............eeeeeeees 304 
«“ foreign, mother United Sfates.......sesccccscccccees 282 

‘¢ unknown, ‘ MMT 2108's -c\<e%e 0 slau «ob oo 6'ere s us 

es s RO tee re elas aicit'e to 6 beled ceies « le sie toe 
EPCS) UNKNOWN «. 6-20 cc ccc ccc scccoecrccces 6 

*¢ foreign ae SUMERe Rte Ba Sethe 35 7h chest te ce as 8 
ea MIRTERI UNIT MOS are sels ds od se ccs ceed cece cece cect occecs 37 
Ee fielgis'sicvaocs sis 21> a\els Swe oe se ce cans 5,258 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that in 1345 in- 
stances, (including sixty designated as unknown,) both 
arents were born in the United States; in 2,295, 
hey were natives of Ireland; the number in which 
ne parent was foreign born was 608, (or 11.56 per 
ent.) making the whole number in which one or 


* Both parents from the same country. 
¢ The parents in each instance from different countries. 


6 CITY DOCUMENT. —No. 34. 


both parents were foreign born 3,913, or 74.42 per 
cent. This result shows that only one fourth of the 
children born have an unmixed native parentage. | 

The number of births of colored children was ory 
five — twenty-two males and twenty-three females — 
the latter sex exceeding the males by one. In 1861, 
the number was forty-seven —seventeen males anq 
thirty females, the latter outnumbering the formey 
nearly two to one. In 1860, the number was fourteer 
males and fifteen females. It will thus be seen that 
in each of the last three years, the births of colore 
females exceeded those of the males. Among the 
white population, the births of males preponderate 
over the females. 

The following table will present, in an interestin 
form the number of births, marriages, and. deaths 
among the colored population in each of the last eigh 


)} 

year 8. 

BIRTHS. MARRIAGES. DEATHS. 

Gree <= 

In 1855 there were...c.eesceeee cece 29 35 63 9 
1856 6e Ot cheletele islalareteledens aucieiate 50 46 OL 

S57) eet eel Tee Oe ee 34 34 73m 

ae or (BOER wild GAA ere ara 24 39 60 

1859 = er UNE se ola ee tee ieee ae 46 37 58 | 

1860 <«“§ UF 5305 pk BNR SE erg sy 4 29 53 68 

ela BS Odi india le 'ele'sle © elt) staat 47 41 60 


1862 <« aCe Sel, RAC RE ee 45 39% AT it 
} 


* These include six instances in which the brides were white. 
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It will be noticed, that in each of the years named 
the colored deaths exceeded the births; and that in 
1855, 1858, and 1860, the latter were even less than 
he marriages! During the whole period, the deaths 
xceeded the births by nearly 200, and the marriages 
y twelve! Estimating the white population at 180,- 
00, the proportion of births to the whole number is 
s one to 34.50; while the ratio of colored births is as 
ne to forty-nine in a population of 2,200. It is not 
he less interesting to observe, that while this difference 
n the natural growth of the two races is so strikingly 
n favor of the white, the marriages among the colored 
ace were in the ratio of one to fifty-eight of the popu- 
ation, while among the former they were only as one 
o 87.54! Thus it is shown, that in each of the as- 
ects in which this subject may be viewed, the col- 
red race seems, so far as this city is concerned, to be 
oomed to extinction. 

The number of twin births during the past year was 
forty-seven. !n fourteen instances, both children were 
ales ; in thirteen both were females ; and in each of 
he remaining twenty there was one of each sex. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of couples married in 1862 was 2,094, 
a decrease of seventy-two from the number married in 
the preceding year. The number of marriages in each 
uarter will be seen by the following table: —— 


ecember ..-.126 WEarChiva’.. 5. 116 JUNE... 176 Sept ..... 236 
anuary .-..-. 181 PROT ais woo 0's 116 July ...... 150 Oct ...... 204 
‘february ----. 157 EY 6a sacs 167 August....206 Nov «.---- 259 


464 399 532 699 
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It will be seen by the foregoing, that 33.88 per. 
cent. of the marriages took place during the autumnal " 
months, and 25.40 per cent. during the summer months. $y 
With the exception of September and November, a | 
larger number of marriages occurred in August than 4_ 
in any other month. b 
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Of the whole number of grooms, only 258, or 12.32 
per cent. were born in Boston; of these, only 111 mar- 
ried Boston-born brides. The whole number of native-, 
born grooms was 997, being 47.61 per cent. of all the | 
erooms. Of these, 540 (54.16 per cent.) were born in. 
- Massachusetts ; 34.64 per cent. in other New England 
States ; and 11.11 per cent. in other States. 

Of the 1097 foreign-born grooms, 59.52 per cent. of 
them were born in Ireland. 

It will be observed that of the whole number of 
native-born grooms, only 182 married brides born in 
foreign countries. 

The native-born brides number 991, making 47.52 
_ per cent. of the whole number, differing but slightly 
from that of the native grooms. ‘The number of brides 
that married foreign grooms was 1,103, or 52 per 
cent. 747 (35.67 per cent.) of the brides were born in 
Ireland. Only 182 native-born brides married foreign- 
born grooms. The brides that were born in Boston 
number 377, or 18 per cent. of the whole. 

As usual, a far larger number of the grooms married 
between the ages of 25 and 30 than in any other one 
of the periods specified in the following table, there 
being no less than 729, or 34.81 per cent., who mar- 
ried between those ages. 

Of the brides, 909 (48.40 per cent.) married between 
20 and 25. Only 337 (16.09 per cent.) married after 
reaching their 30th year, while 687 (382.80 per cent.) 
of the grooms had passed that age. 

Of the grooms, 39 were married under 21 years of 


age, 23 of whom married brides under 20. Nine | 


grooms under 21 years married brides under 18. 


| 
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‘Eight grooms between the ages of 25 and 30 married 
brides between 30 and 40, and one venturous individual 
of that age united himself to a bride between 40 and 
50. One of 75 married a bride of 25, while still an- 
other of the same age appropriated one who was his 
senior by three years. 


Ill. MARRIAGES. AGES AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES, 


AGES OF THE GROOMS. a 8 S iS S S Ss Ss E a 
Eee ciles da See sb Srl eleee.| Sale 
eee | se oA ol Be Se Or ei 

Under 21 years..... .... 23 15 1 Se we en ae Ae ae 39 
21 to 25 Sel Tiacivied wae 173 | 389 68 8 1 oe oe a os 639 
25 to 30 WO eesscerecs 123 | 348 | 210 46 2 +. ar a oe 729 
30 to 40 Ser one 33 | 186 | 177 | 130 7 1 oe os oe 484 
40 to 50 Dea cinw e'e 2,010 1 19 35 64 29 oe oe ee ee 148 
50 to 60 So Keigiwe'n cess os Z 3 14 10 3 os os a 32 
3 5d Ca as aA 5 | 4 ey eA tos cl bres 10 
70 to 80 OO eecerencce oe oe 1 oe 1 1 3 1 oe 7 
Unknown.....seesecesees . a .. oe * .. oe ee 6 6 

Totals ....scecceseeee 353 | 909 | 495 | 267 54 6 3 1 6 | 2094 


The youngest couple married were a youth of 18 
and a girl of the same age. ‘There were two couples 
of the age of 19. Four brides were only fifteen years 
of age, 10 of 16 years, and 36 of 17 years, making 50 
brides for whom it was necessary to obtain the written 
consents of their parents before they could be mar- 
ried. 


' Jn 257 instances the brides were older than the 


srooms. 
: 
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There were 32 marriages in which both parties were 


colored, and six in which the grooms were colored and 


the brides white. One of these grooms, 28 years of: 
age, married a white girl only 17 years of age. | 

Of the grooms, 1,670 were residents of Boston at the 
time of marriage; 324 of other towns in Massachu- 
setts, and 100 resided in other States. Of the brides, 
1,770 resided in the city, 240 in other parts of the 
State, and 84 were residents of other States. 


IV. MARRIAGES. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


PLACES OF RESIDENCE OF GROOMS AND BRIDES. 


Brides. No. of Times 


Married. Residences. 


Grooms, 4 F wD 
| dh) eh a eSiaS aes ial ee ee 
E|s|zl4/$ Se fas 
Ey miele] A oO a) sal 
Ist Marriage...... 1598 | 186 | 6 | 1 | 1741 |) In Boston............ 1670 | 1770 | 3440 
2d WG edbsgae 210 | 114} 1] .. | 825 || Other placesin State, | 3824] 240| 564 
3d Do so 6ehoe PAAR HEY IIS Ea ee 21 || Out.of State... co... 100 84} 184. 
4th LF S0gar 1 if 2 
Unknown......... 5 Zales = tllvae 5 
MOtalsis< ccc 1816 | 266} 8| 4 | 2094 Totals ....sewses 2094 | 2094 | 4188 


As usual, far the largest portion of the marriages 
were first ones. Of the grooms, 1,741 (83.14 per 
cent.) were first marriages, and 325 (15.52 per cent.) 
second marriages. Six inexperienced grooms married 
brides who had been twice widowed; and one, who 
had previously drawn two prizes in the matrimonial 
lottery, bore off a bride who had the same number of 
times drawn similar prizes. 
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The first marriages of the brides numbered 1,816, or 
6.72 per cent. of the whole number, and the second 
marriages 266, or 12.70 per cent. 
The following table shows some of the principal 
occupations of the grooms, and the proportion which 
each class bears to the whole number : — 


Laborers......- 321— 15.32 per cent.; Teamsters ...... 65 — 3.10 per cent. 
Mariners....... 276—138.18 * Merchants ...... 59— 2.81" 1% 
iethees.....-. 193— 9.21 ¢* Machinists...... 52—2.48 ‘* 
Traders........ 106— 5.06 * Soldiers’....+.+2 46—2,19 
Carpenters..... 84— 4.01 ‘ ‘Painters ...+s.. 45—2.14 <“ 
Shoemakers.... 76— 3.62 ‘ Farmers, &¢....- 32—1.52 * 


_ The above twelve classes comprise 1,355 grooms, or 
64.70 per cent. of the whole number. As usual, labor- 
ers and mariners largely exceed any other class. La- 
borers, mariners, clerks, and traders embrace nearly 43 
per cent. of all the grooms. 


DEATHS. 


The deaths in Boston during the year 1862 amount 
to 4,120, being an increase of 155 over the number 
that died in the preceding year. ‘This increase is not 
a large one, nor is the whole mortality excessive for a 
city whose population cannot vary much from 182,000. 
Estimating the population at this number, the deaths 
would be in the ratio of 1 in 44.17, a result that will 
not compare unfavorably with other large cities of a 
similarly mixed character. 
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During the year the city has been free from epi- 
demics, and no contagious disease has assumed unusual 
prominence. 

The causes of death are specified in the table of dis- 
eases as given by physicians, who are required by law 
to certify to the cause of death in instances where they 
were in attendance. In those cases where no physician 
was called, the City Physician was required to make an 
examination of the body after death, and from such in- 
vestigations, and information acquired from friends of 
the deceased, to furnish certificates in accordance with 
his best judgment. Of course entire accuracy cannot 
be expected from these post mortem examinations, yet a 
much nearer approximation to the true cause of death 
may undoubtedly be thus reached, than if they were 
left, as formerly, to find their way on the record through 
unprofessional agencies. 


V. DEATHS — BIRTHPLACES. 


BIRTHPLACES. MALES.| FEM’S. BIRTHPLACES. MALES,| FEM’s. 
ISWEUOMY odedobaunodandnoods 1117 1044 England and Wales..... 31 26 
Other places in Mass..... 209 217 Wreland (ec <iieicieaelereietesttets 414 475 
VESEY Wretaiatetaie’a’e\<icfe cicjs!s'e oieia'e 66 75 SCOUANG en c'e celoie seisleiteters 17 14 
New Hampshire .......... 49 30 GErMany acces se ccetenies 26 15 
Rrermont Mela wistelssineths eirieieis 16 10 British American Proy- 

Rhode. [sign 52.5 sesssees 6 8 ICES... ended oeuee eet 45 | >. (60 
Connecticut.:...ccsssccesee 4 10 Other places ......sesee 26 14 
Other States. 02% < j<cicce cas 50 23 Unknowns sens eee eee 10 13 

1517 1417 569 617 


It will be seen by the preceding table that the deaths _ 
of those born in Massachusetts make 62.79 per cent. | 
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_ of the entire mortality ; those born in the six New Eng- 
land States 69.44 per cent., while those born in Ireland 
and children of Irish parentage make no less than 52.25 
per cent., or considerably more than half of the whole 
number of deaths. 

The deaths of colored persons number 47 — 23 males 
and 24 females — which, in a population of 2,200, give 
1 death to each 46.80 persons, comparing favorably 
with the ratio of the white population. 

The deaths of American born males, (exclusive of 
children of foreign parentage,) amount to 742—18 
per cent. of the entire mortality — or 35 per cent. only 
of all the males. The deaths of the foreign-born, (in- 
cluding their children,) make 64.43 per cent. 

The mortality among the females is of a similar char- 
acter, the deaths of those that were native-born making 
only 16.84 per cent. of the whole number of deaths, 
and 34.11 per cent. of all the females. 

The deaths of married and widowed males number 
632 (520 of the former class, and 112 of the latter), 
making 30.29 per cent. of all the males. Those that 
were native-born number only 249. 

The number of married and widowed fémdles that 
died was 801 (507 of the first named class, and 294 of 
the last named), making 19.44 per cent. of the entire 
mortality, and 39.38 per cent. of the deaths of all the 
females. Of these two classes, those that were native- 
born amount to only 316, or 39.45 per cent. 
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VI. DEATHS IN BOSTON ON EACH DAY OF THE YEAR 1862. 


] 5 el es 

. 4 - o 

Piel al. 2/e/2)/ 8) ¢ 

DAY. Fi/s |e |B | & bee leat 2 ee 8 
o 

Se eps) gg 4 2 8-4 

1 oeeeseeee | 14-| 14 | 11 | at | a5. | 40 | 9°) eo) te ee 

oid. | 10) 122 | 9 | 20] 1°] 11-1 7 | 21 | a8 

Bascsssse | 13 | 8 | 9 | 32'| 6 | 21.) 8 |) 38. | 480) gee 


4 scccccccce 11 18 16 8 8 10 11 18 14 16 14 10 


eee Mies 4 cl |) 96d ee arate 8 | 16°} 40 \|739- tea ee 
ee et 14 S \leetl Pets 6 9 | 12°) 24°} (8010s) aa anne 
RO Gaseae ts 5.12 7 “on bash ig bie b 9 | 12°) 170) Spee 5 Z 
ieee sd cee i. 6) hae el 216 8 8 fai P10.) ay 6) | das 9] 11 
Pees cea 12, | 16 Zia 1004 Od ee Me ee ae, 9H pla ata 
Wb Fea et a dae Ae 9 | 18 9 6 | 14. 1°47 |} ° 18 ee ee 


5 
6 
7 cccceceves 15 10 6 10 11 9 12 22 9 11 8 12 
8 
9 


JES Socunguons 13 12 14 9 13 14 14 17 13 6 14 9 
1S cry SGGnenG 12 9 10 6 14 13 8 14 v4 12 12 8 
16 wecceoee 15 14 10 14 14 12 15 5 14 11 6 8 
i¥e Senpoo 6 13 15 18 12 12 9 14 13 10 11 6 
1S ccc. eeece 14 14 12 18 14 9 10 11 9 6 8 6 
LOR reici's isle = 13 11 8 10 9 14 7 15 14 14 12 13 
20 scccocsece 11 12 10 12 9 8 13 16 li 10 15 8 
lists ols sie e's o's 13 12 7 at 15 13 10 8 8 9 6 9 
22 secesesece 9 12 9 8 6 12 11 12 12 8 5 14 
Rid (aletefe clalerelele 8 14 9 12 9 8 13 13 Fe 9 10 16 
WA viele esisicee © 12 13 9 12 15 10 13 sa 9 7 11 10 
20 ceccscece ° 16 12 10 12 5 10 11 19 7 74 12 v4 
26 sicwsee cove 10 12 9 10 21 10 10 13 10 8 10 16 


Ol Mavctoinis sisieate 9 13 9 6 20 ? 10 19 17 13 8 18 
28 sevccccccs 9 11 15 12 9 13 10 10 17 7 6 12 
ZY) soon0c eoee i an 10 13 11 8 19 8 12 11 11 5 
30 Seeeee woe 12 bc 16 12 17 8 14 9 10 11 15 14 
OL ccccccccce 12 ee 13 ele 16 30 15 10 oe 4 ee 13 


353 | 325 | 324 | 338 | 358 | 314 | 347 | 426 | 373 | 822 | 309 | 331 
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It will be seen by the preceding table, that the 
deaths were very evenly distributed among the several 
months, August, of course, maintaining its usual pre- 
eminence. The deaths in each quarter will be seen 
by the following : — 


March ... 324 UNG «ase 314 September... 373 December.. 331 
April .... 338 July ..... 347 October.... 822 January---- 353 
May ...-- 358 August... 426 November.. 309 February... 325 

1020 1087 1004 1009 


It will be noticed that 26.38 per cent. of the mortal- 
ity occurred during the summer quarter. The deaths 
in the remaining three quarters do not vary materially 
from each other. In the year preceding, the result 
was as follows : — 


March ... 326 June*:°+>. 270 September.. 381 December.. 331 


April .... 319 July ..... 385 October .... 283 January-.-- 801 
May..... 295 August... 480 November.. 308 February... 286 
940 1135 972 918 


The deaths during the second quarter of 1861, it 
will be observed, make 28.62 per cent. of the mor- 
tality of that year, and more than two per cent. above 
that of last year. 
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AccipEnts. — The deaths from casualties of all kinds 
(including Burns, Scalds, and Drowning,) number 142 — 
107 males and 35 females — making 3.44 per cent. of 
the entire mortality. It is not a little singular that the 
number of accidental deaths is about the same each 
year. In 1861 they amounted to 151, or 3.80 per cent. 
of all the deaths in that year. 

ApopLexy.— The deaths from this cause number 
56— 31 males and 25 females — nine less than were 
recorded in 1861. They make 1.35 per cent. of all 
the deaths. 

Bowets, Diszases or. — The number of deaths from 
causes thus designated (embracing 34 instances of 
Enteritis, and 15 recorded as ‘“ Diseases of Bowels,”) 
number 49, an increase of six over the number of the 
preceding year. 

Brain, Diseases oF. — There were 156 deaths from 

causes thus specified —89 males and 67 females — 
making 3.78 per cent. of the whole mortality. These 
causes embrace 29 deaths from Inflammation of Brain, 
45 from Congestion, and 82 from ‘“ Disease of the Brain.” 
This last term embraces those cases in which physicians 
were unable to give a more specific cause. In 1861 the 
deaths from diseases of the brain amounted to 164— 
93 males and 71 females — making 4.13 per cent. of 
all the deaths of that year. 
_ Broncuitis.— The number of deaths thus classed 
was 104—59 males, 45 females; the largest portion 
of them were children. These deaths make 2.52 per 
cent. of the whole mortality. 

Cancer. — There were 50 deaths thus reported — 11 
males and 39 females — 7 less than the number that 
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died from this cause in 1861. The local manifesta- 
tions of this disease were as follows: —In the breast, 
10; stomach, 8; uterus, 7; unknown, 6; abdominal, 
5; liver, 38; rectum, 2; neck, 2; leg, 2; side, face, 
tongue, head, and bladder, one each. 

CuHoLEera Inrantum. — The deaths thus classed num- 
ber 238 —124 males and 114 females — making 5.77 
per cent. of the whole mortality. The number that 
died from this cause in 1861 was 353 — 172 males and 
163 females— making nearly 9 per cent. of all the 
deaths in that year. 

Consumption. — As usual, the deaths from this mal- 
ady predominate largely over those from any other 
disease, numbering 739— 358 males and 381 females. 
These deaths make 18.57 per cent. of the entire mor- 
tality from disease alone — that is, exclusive of deaths ~ 
from casualties, &c. The greatest number of deaths 
from Consumption in any one month during the past 
year occurred in November, when they amounted to 
74. In 1861 there were 734 deaths thus reported — 
345 males and 389 females — making 18.51 per cent. 
of all the deaths, and 19.36 per cent. of the mortality 
from disease alone. It will also be observed that the 
_ mortality from this cause among the males was in the 
ratio of 1 in 5.82 of the deaths of all the males, and 
1 in 5.33 of the females. 3 

The birthplaces of those who died from Consumption 
will be seen in the following table : — 
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Ca 

Males. |Females.| Total. 

‘Born in the: United States .......-sscceccccevce 134 150 284 
us MMPI MT es tea ce has cee ciek ae staat 159 177 336 

ee England and Wales .......-esseeee 9 fs 16 

eh British American Provinces.......- 16 22 38 

Oe MI c's .ake aia ois ¢ vlolsle cis giendia s's i 4 11 

oe Germany and Northern Europe .... 7 5 12 

Me Other Foreign Places..........- TAS 7 3 10 
Children of Foreign Parents .........-.seeceeee 19 13 32 


It will be seen from the above that 61.57 per cent. of 
the deaths from Consumption was of foreign-born per- 
sons, including children of foreign parentage. The 
deaths of those born in Ireland make 45.46 per cent. 
of all the deaths from this cause, and 73.84 per cent. 
of the foreign-born. Of the 889 decedents who were 
born in Ireland, 37.79 per cent. died from Consumption. 


| 
Wards.| Deaths.| Wards. | Deaths. Public Institutions. Deaths, 


1. 94 7 103 Massachusetts Hospital............ 9 
2. 54 8 42 Deerslsland sass see css cede Janes 4 
avast “74. Sia | OO Rainsford Island...... SEAS CAGE 13 
ys + 9 40....| 42 Lunatic Asylum. ..--...2-5+s+e++s 1 
5 40 11. PO MINA Velcade cs wlaicic cle sele Sedecenseleens sas 
6 29 te BLA | Wino chvleleiclell ‘ele cicie’« clsin'e Uiele cs) sie sia osicle 

306 412 27 
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The preceding table shows the number of deaths 
from this disease in each Ward, and in the several 
public institutions. 

It will be seen that 311, or more than 42 per cent. 
of the deaths from Consumption occurred in Wards 1, 
7, and 12—the largest number (114) in the last named 
Ward. There were only nine deaths in Ward 4. 
There were 412 deaths in the six southern Wards, and 
27 in the several Hospitals. 

The occupations of the males who died from Con- 
sumption are given in the following table: — 


HR UOECES 9 orcid Sate ts eke tits stns oe we 89 Pedlers...... ey a eb aie arate v5 
CAG ESS AGS AES SAE RA Ser 16 Coopers: s.sas¢.uaee said ieteele heed 2 
UPAUCL Gs Sisis siseve 10 c°S fe bsivis “ain, sieisce 15 Bakers ¢. .s'ss ¢scie gis aiatstyietetanene 2 
MPU MET Seis esl vis o's osm BRE alate stake 12 Tinsmittis 713; 2930 Gees 2 
ED RULG YB de © aleie, +, 6070s. sa epneha «opeilel Be 1b Bookbinders’ «. stare eas op else dats <° 23D 
TACO OUILIS -coo oo ose 2, 0 sealers’ os 10 Pump and Block makers....... 2 
Shoemakers........ AAAS es 9 Fishermen « <\s¢ 410 cise s]eie ee erste 2 
RVICRCIIATIUS chiete cs oie '6's o's 0's costa Sas 9 Harness makers ces 6 orem sem 1 
PO DIMIECTS 1a © OR sce d,0 4 Seole a Od etas ote 8 Conductor ....s.. Pate bets. Serene bg 
Printers: t04.75. lec ss oh ne 6 |; Ambrotypist3<:c-ipsis p eette cts are} 
UR GAS HSLOLS cx vee cihh tie ayecotad Mie eree 5 Artist... ¢s Ss aSieleese cue eene 1 
EVI SSOlLS eet. cls isis «00 gies wicleuseee lets 4 Polishers. sia = oe> Fiele Siea'e a section 1 
Geren <Liicee ocetiok caer Onn 4 Bill poster .....ss- eee. octets ceed 
Marehinists 2s. exe. Sse oy 4 Hackman’... 23. ‘A aa eee 1 
Moulders 2.5. 0.5025. +0e2s0s0 en 3 Hostler!. <cie « «iste sis perenne eee 1 
Brass Finishers:..+......02000. 3 Confectioner = -semi. sssaareee 1 
Carpenters .--- see. cece encee ne 3 Upholsterer’........ abe» wtlbne fore 1 
Trunk makers........... eats 3 Collector jis see ieee He cleo 1 
Porters -++2 seer secre eeece cece 3 | Gasfittel s,s <slsee a) oaeneennrnmne 1 
Farmers .--++++++-- cee e ee cee 3 Umbrella maker............ Ae ag 
S ONGLERS Boe til ceed esate sscheronmetel thee - 8 Physician <.5 « <.:sesehie sine ene eee 1 
Gentlemens verse ne vets oo oui 2 Image maker. .'.. suas ieee 1 
Engineers...... Ailes iis So's Sine sia 2 Cap maker... ese oe cb inig a oie niente 1 
Cabinet makers....-....---.--. 2 Ship Carpenter. .> .)).. some ase lene 
ET VADLS(s «  Sbsetrsie vitleleie 16 ale aielelsc 2 Gas-pipe maker... ... 2s asus 1 
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PCE, teiebte’s Gates s co ss se eeeees 1 Plater Printers s.3c;'oseee sak. 1 
Lawy reese secccesecccccceceese 1 Truant Officer... 0. vc.esese sees 1 
CUIrier ... esse eee eee eee eeeee 1 SLONe CULE acc ce seine ecu aes 1 
Pic isis ss ccs esc vcccee 1 WW AtTCHITIAK CT alec se ce Cc eines es 1 
Innkeeper ...-.... Spe neti PM MOOG ease oe ce terce here aen te oe 1 
SUrVeyOr ---- seco ee ee eeee veces f MATMISH Cro te aoe creas wae omen 1 
Gilder ..........- iweeses sdayehew'aie cr Stablers:. 0.5.» < Me ae ere ite 1 
BPEEGOUY PED). + <0 ese eset ccc ce ces 1 Clemisticeisd «sence oc cet ciaahes 1 
Be tales 605s cc eee ec cse 1 ML Giariet tees ek es ely meats 1 
Slater .--+sseere cess eee eeeeee Lee Pal UIneritcat creo ce vases 1 
WEAVErs ++ eee ee eeere cree reece Toles Veneerer es ers. Coe te cas oscar 1 
Glass-cutter...--++++++++-eee+e- 1 Reporter .% <u 5 ase eee n 2 oa oe 1 
Pyolworker «++ 2%---0++-- 20... 1 | Picture-frame maker...-.....-- 1 
Coppersmith ..-..+.+--+++--0-- TSA UENO WI. 2 oh tan ie te tae ees 66 
WOME E Mes css sc cclccsie Cons esse 1 he 


Pianoforte maker ....--...ee- Sate 8 358 


As usual, laborers comprise the most numerous class 
that died from this disease, making nearly 25 per cent. 
of the whole number. ‘The first six classes enumer- 
ated in the table make nearly 43 per cent. of the 
whole number. 

-Convutsions. — The deaths thus reported number 
140 — an increase of 13 over the number of the pre- 
ceding year — making 3.39 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. A large portion of these deaths was of children 
of but few days old. 


Croup. — There were 114 deaths from this cause, 
making 2.76 per cent. of the whole number. In the 
preceding year this disease caused 65 deaths. 

DiarRHGA AND DysENtTERY caused 150 deaths, equal- 
ly divided between the sexes. ‘There were 87 deaths 
from Diarrhea, and 63 from Dysentery ; together they 
make 3.64 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
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DiputHeEria. — The number of deaths from this cause 
was 46 — 24 males and 22 females — occurring in each 
month. In the preceding year there were 36 deaths 
from this disease. There is reason to suppose that all 
these cases were not genuine Diphtheria. 

Dropsy, ALL KINDS — There were 97 deaths thus re- 
ported — 39 males and 58 females — 24 more than were 
similarly reported in 1861. They make 2.35 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. 

Dropsy or Bratn.— The deaths from this cause 
number 203—115 males and 88 females—11 more 
than occurred in the preceding year, — making nearly 
5 per cent. of all the deaths. 

FEVERS, ALL KINDS—The number of deaths thus 
classed was 95—43 males and 52 females — making 
2.30 per cent. of the whole mortality. These cases 
embrace deaths from Typhoid, Typhus, Remittent, §c. 

Heart, Disease or —The deaths from Disease of 
Heart number 115 —50 males and 65 females — mak- 
ing 2.79 per cent. of all the deaths. During the pre- 
vious year there were 97 deaths thus reported. 

Hoorine Coucu.— There were but 39 deaths thus 
designated the past year, 28 less than occurred in 1861. 

InFantILE Diseases. — The mortality from diseases 
incident to the first days of infancy number 108, or 
2.62 per cent. of all the deaths. In the preceding year 
there were 98 deaths thus recorded. 

INTEMPERANCE. — There were 50 deaths thus speci- 
fied — 36 males and 14 females. Those that died from 
Delirium Tremens are included in the number. There 
were 49 deaths thus reported in 1861. 
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Lunes, Diszrasres or — The number of deaths from 
these diseases (embracing Pneumonia, Congestion, §c.,) 
was 267— 141 males and 126 females — making 6.48 
per cent. of all the deaths. In 1861 there were 258 
deaths from these causes. | 

Marasmus.— The number that died from this dis- 
ease was 96, two more than died the previous year. 

Merasies. — There were 78 deaths from Measles the 
past year — 38 males and 40 females — an increase of 
68 over the number of the preceding year. There 
were but two deaths during the last four months of the 
“year, one in September and one in October. 

Oxp Acr. — The deaths from causes thus designated 
number 81 — 28 males and 53 females — an increase of 
14 over the report of the preceding year. 

Paratysis. — The number of deaths from this dis- 
ease was 59 — 29 males and 30 females — an increase 
of 11 over the amount of 1861. 

PREMATURE BirtH.— There were 47 cases thus re- 
ported —17 males and 30 females,—the latter sex 
outnumbering the former nearly two to one. 

ScaRLaTINAa. — There were 236 deaths from this ter- 
rible malady — 141 males and 95 females — an increase 
of 81 over the number that died the preceding year. 
These deaths make 5.72 per cent. of the entire mor- 
tality. 

SmaLt Pox. — There were 13 deaths from this loath- 
some disease, three only being females. There were 
but 7 deaths from this cause in 1861. | 

SuicipE. — The number of deaths thus caused was 
15—12 males and 3 females. During the preceding 
year there were 17 deaths, two only being females. 
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The following table shows the percentage of deaths 
in certain specified periods of life, compared with a 
similar statement of the mortality in 1861 :— 


1862, 1861. 

ARInNGerwey Carseicl 914 | Being.... | 22.18 Percent.|| 1055 | Being.... | 26.60 Percent. 
1to5 years...... 975 ‘Cees we leo OOEane 782 (6 ewaleey Ocoee 
LO LOT AGH cakes 182 Se iete aed) aan kee oe 145 tO ta.0's ott kes OEE 

MO LO NS eS tieie ss. s 64 Se Dec est. Meow Menta 49 60" 3o'sel | aon 

aL DUO Te OMENS Me \aicle oie 105 Ue Bosal Seat: a 120 Sei etexsioml apo Co uy 

ADuO BD Soon6h 435 (Oooo |) Daas ce 430 Cre sieron aL ORO: ce 

S500) 4.0 Bee Gunclt\e siete 430 BO S6ce |Paltees a 400 are i dO) ie CY ® 

AO LO OOo ihe sass 321 at agtaelasis ed raeted al aia 330 rr ar he 

HONGO 60» Sei cts oe 241 IEE 5 Se (MMS Po ee a 231 SC see me oa 

6010070 Ree corse e's 217 OP ey aes Ware sig 199 en | or!) | ae 

V0 to B00 y..5 TAL jot ee Sl 3 Ao 140}. 40). cose enmanraremne 

BLOT IO ttc nos sn 6 81 Cte saree | nes OO Bama 68 {4 casey ew bares 

On OO RC atsrsts:t:si0 14 Wn Sond 34 oe 16 Bt: -40 Sf 

4120 99.93 Per cent. || 3965 99.93 Per cent. 
J 


It will be seen that 22.18 per cent. of all the deaths 
was of persons under one year of age ; 23.66 per cent. 
of those between 1 and 5; while only 4.41 per cent. 
was of those between 5 and 10; and 1.55 per cent. of 
those between 10 and 15. Only 8.50 per cent. of all 
the deaths occurred between the ages of 5 and 20. 
More than half of all the deaths (50.26 per cent.) were 
of children under 10 years of age. 

It will be seen by the following that 71.21 per cent. 
of the entire mortality was of those born in the United 
States, including children of foreign parentage. Of 
the native-born, 73.65 per cent. were born in Boston, 
and of the foreign-born, nearly 75 per cent. were 
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natives of Ireland. In the preceding year, 70.92 per 
cent. of the decedents were native-born, and 77.71-per 
cent. of the foreigners were born in Ireland. 


VIII. DEATHS — PARENTAGE. 


2 Et oe 1s6l. 
PARENTAGE. Haat a eae ee SS 
Deaths. | Per cent. |} Deaths. | Per cent. 
SwORUOIM Else lleitia sl olclsle cc sclccviccccvciecsescecs 230 5.58 208 5.32 
Other places in State.........cecsccreece 407 9.87 399 10.06 
INTE eleteiei(sis|sieicisicis'e s Sie cicie' ss ebcccessciece 196 4.75 177 4.46 
PCW ELAIMPSHITC. coc scccssssccccsccccsces 138 3.35 138 3.48 
Vermont ..... .seeeeesee SBOGOGOOdEnOOS 28 67 36 -90: 
AMMMIRMU BENG egei sc ccccccsssccccscocescs 15 36 13 32 
AU OMMOCICU Darla dele. sciecoscccccsccssccccess 21 -50 19 aAey] 
oe oe 83 2.01 so | 2.26 
AOUMETOM Ta sietccivicice eles cic sscocevcccdscce 155 3.76 139 3.50! 
oe a a Wee eae ae 2153 52.25 2055: 51.82 
British American Provinces..........++. 120 2.91 137 3.45 
SRE GEM Ncwlcec siscccsccssssccteccce 155 3.76 als Ne Gheasl 
WOT ACE Salemi ccicls ceee ses siascccccsceces 95 2.30 ity) ae 1.99 
i 79 1.91 59 | 1.48 
BMWA acini sob sc cscs ccs scssccccceseee 245 5.96 246 6.20 


4120 See: 3965 100.00 


It will be seen by the above table, that of those who 
died, more than 25 per cent. were of New England 
origin, 15.45 per cent. of Massachusetts, and 52.25 
per cent. of Irish. In 1861 those of Massachusetts 
origin made 15.38 per cent., those of New England 25 
per cent., and those of Irish 51.82 percent. It will 
be noticed that there is but slight difference in the 
results of both years. 
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Of the 914 under one year of age, 86 died on the 

day of their birth; (of this last number 64 were of 

_ foreign parentage ;) of those between 1 and 5, 72.71 

per cent. were of the same origin; of those between 

5 and 10, 53.30 per cent.; from 10 to 15, 59.37 per 
cent. ; and from 15 to 20, 64.76 per cent. 


X. DEATHS. BIRTHPLACES OF FOREIGNERS OVER 
20 YEARS OF AGE. 


20 to 30. | 30 to 40. | 40 to 50. | 50 to 60. | 60 to 70. | 70 to 80.| Totals. 
BIRTHPLACE. yas 

M,|F\iI|M|F/|M;Fij|M;/F/M|F{|M|F/M/F 
Oy GS eee ES Vn Ca | Mea ast Pie ile foes a) ib ae eles tai 1 ses LD, 
MTP CUUING eels eiciea Sate so occ oss 72 | 91 | 93 |120 | 87 | 85 | €0 | 58 | 50 | 52 | 34 | 46 (396 1452 
RUBCMEATNG cveislelo ctsicla v'e 0 ocscie 6; 3] 5] 3) 4) 8 awa peal PAG) | 13 
British Am. Provinces..... Popeo er eo Sep aie ae Ss 5 | 34 | 54 
Germany ......eeeer essen SOU Sele Fah Grier hee egy ie g 3} 3 | 25 | 13 
MOPHETLDIACES .c10 os 0 ede cece SReaieOn eS etal. | eo ie Silo Woe Melee ay Qala Qebe eto 
‘i La ee 107 | 180 | 127 | 145 | 113] 98 | 73 | 66 | 58 | 60 | 44 | 65 | 522) 564 


The above table comprises those from 20 yéars of 
age and upwards who were foreign-born. They num- 
ber 1086, of which those that were born in Ireland 
make over 78 per cent. The whole number of deaths 
of persons over 20 years of age was 1880, of which 
those that were foreign-born make 57.76 per cent. 


- Wards. | Dths.| Per ct. || Wards.| Dths.| Per ct. Public Institutions. Dths.| Per ct. 
1. eee 517 | 12.55 iooon dy gules aly Meet 
Zeweeee 352 | 8.54 Seinen | 2OL 6.33 Massachusetts Hospital.. | 104 
Darou aio 379 | 9.20 Ores.) IV8 4.68 Deer [sland s . 26 sick. soe 33 ; 
nae 94 | 2.28 || 10....| 300 | 7.20 || Rainsford Island......... 65 a 
Divs a's eis e0eeieo.00 ||-11.... | 418 | 10.02 Institutions at So. Boston,} 23 |J 
arias ate 200 | 4.85 12....-| 575 | 13.95 | 
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From the foregoing it will be seen that 5.46 per 
cent. of the mortality occurred in the various public 
institutions ; 14.76 per cent. of the remainder in Ward 
12; 10.60 per cent. in Ward 11; 9.78 per cent. in 
Ward 3; and 9.03 per cent. in Ward 2. Exclusive of 
the deaths in the Hospitals, nearly 68 per cent. of the 
mortality was in Wards 1, 2, 8, 7, 11, 12. 


Males. | Females. uakaeee 


Patel ITU Levies es oles chao ie oe ole ste eis cr eeeteid erat tale 18 108 3 

PNOOIUATY viewris j« a'givve ote clsie shes step anele tele hie 19 14 
IVEATCT vets forw ls e's wicpeceretedtiateht nis oe ee cesta aioe 19 12 3 
BATDTLIG ote a ie 'otnyors sisiois «fe erelens cree cine pia tere 15 16 2 
EAA SAG ad AGO GSG Sodas Ss 545.450 ¢ 16 9 1 
UTC Fonts ooo stem cise olekis els oie eine Ghee 13 Love 1 
DULL Vite so \s a v.« bre cleo bielereye vialetse iss pies aie tele ors 16 13 2 

PATIO US tise + ccs olcies owes lester Mite ale eine foie 12 12 

September. sl sic t+ eoriteiviene ate is ieletebetele co steste 17 7 
OCEOD ED Fo ec sie wo role ate aipinte ae ots eee tena 13 14 1 
November. -....cs-essccees Bia ss wcneie settle 18 12 3 
Mecember > .'..4. ist se seen ee see 19 15 1 
195 149 Lf 


The above table shows the number of stillbirths 
during the year to be 361, 195 males and 149 females, 
while the sex of 17 were not ascertained. ‘The parent- 
age of 108 only was American, 228 of foreign, and 30 
was unknown. If the stillbirths be numbered with the 
deaths, they will make 8.76 of the entire mortality ; if 
with the births, they will make 6.87 per cent. 
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XI. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND 
DEATHS RECORDED IN 1862. 


Births, | Marriages. Se ees Deaths. 
ooo oe 486 181 184 353 
MRE MAEY ii case ee ecs cece eee 430 157 166 325 
NT cinco oo ose oes 438 116 101 324 
Sa 421 116 164 338 
no 426 167 169 358 
8 3 a 402 176 185 814 
no a 496 150 150 347 
(00) (GAG er 459 206 219 4.26 
SPeMROMINCE 4... 6. . 65s ne eee 439 236 262 373 
Se pe 425 204 218 322 
November........-sseeeeees 461 259 259 309 
IIT clas cee sc ccc cece 445 126 17 g 331 

5,258 2,094 2,256 4,120 


INTERMENTS. 

The number of interments in the city proper during 
the year was only 124; in the several cemeteries in 
South Boston, 139; in those at East Boston, 85. The 
number of bodies that died elsewhere and brought here 
for interment was 162. 

Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


Ciry Reaistrar’s Orrice, Boston, March 16, 1863. 
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REPORT. 


To tHE Criry .CouncIL : — 


In conformity with the ordinance defining the duties 
of the City Registrar, the undersigned has the honor 
herewith to submit his Annual Report of the Births, 
Marriages, and: Deaths in the city of Boston during the 
year 1863. The usual Tables, and details illustrative 
of the same, are annexed, together with such observa- 
tions as have seemed to him not out of place in a 
document of this character. 

The yalue of a system of registration of Births, Mar- 
riages, and Deaths was recognized in this State at an 
early period, and persistent efforts were employed to ren- 
der its operations efficient. The records in this office 
attest the zeal and fidelity of our ancestors in this work; 
and many in our own day are constantly availing them- 
selves of their labors for purposes of individual and 
public benefit. Few are aware of how much has been 
added to the common stock of knowledge from materials 
recorded, it may be, two hundred years ago, by some 
unpretending individual whose only official designation 
may still.be read in quaint old characters, and in an 
equally quaint style, ‘‘ Clarke of the writts.” These 
materials, sometimes of great historic value, and always 
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interesting, have been industriously gleaned by the 
careful and patient antiquary, and modestly sent forth. 
to find conspicuous places on the shelves of public 
libraries, and of men of liberal culture. Works of this 
character have rapidly increased during the last few 
years ; and though they do not readily make their way 
to popular regard, their value is daily acknowledged by 
the discerning few. 

The value that a system of registration has in deter- 
mining the growth of population, and the consequent 
increase of material wealth, is so obvious, that the 
wonder is, that there can be found any intelligent 
person, as is too often the case, who will hazard the 
question, — Of what conceivable public good can it be, 
that a formal record should be made of the day when 
John Smith was ushered “ into this breathing world ;” - 
or when he took to himself a partner “for better or 
worse; and lastly, of the day when he made his exit 
from things terrestrial? The querist can understand why 
John’s birthday should be all-absorbing to his worthy 
parents, — not altogether free of interest to his better 
half, — and possibly of some slight concern to the small 
circle of friends among whom he was wont to revolve 
with more or less brilliancy; but as to the value of those 
events to the town, city, or state, that is quite another 
affair, and they find considerable difficulty in satisfac- 
torily disposing of the question. By such querists, 
these every-day events are regarded merely as so many 
independent occurrences, and not, as they are, links in 
a chain that unites the past with the future. 

While there is so much ignorance or indifference 
on this subject, there is some compensation in the fact 


+4 
- 


CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 5 


that there are a few (and the number is steadily in- 


creasing) who are desirous of knowing who were their 


grandfathers ; and that, if ordinary care be exercised, a 
considerable portion of the next generation will know 
what three fifths of the présent one are profoundly ig- 
norant of, —the maiden names of: their grandmothers. 
It would surprise many to realize how little they know 
of their origin, and astonish not afew to be told that 
it would require considerable thinking on their part to 
name their grandfathers’ birthplaces, and a still larger 
number to designate the places where their grand- 
mothers were born. 

To many, these familiar and simple facts doubtless 
appear of little consequence; but events occur almost. 
daily; which show how much has been lost by individ- 
uals who are unable to produce a public record to au- 
thenticate a birth, marriage, or death. <A week spent 
in this office by those who regard the matter of regis- 
tration as of doubtful utility, would afford them abundant 
reason to change their minds. 

The records for the past year have been made with 
all the care that such details would admit of ; and it is 
believed that in no city of this country, of equal size, 
can similar records be found as complete and accurate 
as those belonging to Boston. 


BIRTHS. 


é 

The collection of the facts connected with the regis- 
tration of the births was made by Messrs. Adams, 
Sampson, & Co., the well known compilers of the 
* Boston Directory.” This work has been performed 


_- 
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by these gentlemen for tue last fifteen years; and it is — 


due to them to say, that a very delicate duty, requiring 
great industry, perseverance, and no little address, has 
been discharged by them with fidelity. These gentle- 
men understand this work thoroughly, and take much 
pride in performing it correctly; and at no time have 
they hesitated at any sacrifice of time and labor to ren- 
der it accurate and complete. 

The number of children born during the year 1863 
was 5,255,— a decrease of three from the number re- 
corded in 1862. ‘The sexes were in about the usual 
proportions, being 2,700 males and 2,555 females. 
The births in each of the quarters will be seen by the 
following :— 


MONTHS. | BIRTHS. || MONTHS.| BIRTHS. || MONTHS.| BIRTHS. || MONTHS.| BIRTHS. 
January .-| 420 April..| 456 July...| 420 October) 422 
February -| 392 May... 4538 August 440 Nov’r..| * 418 
March. si}, 518 June..| 410 Septr .| 451 Dee’r..| 451 

*| 1,330 1,319 1,311 1,291 


It will be seen that the largest number of births oc- 
curred during the first quarter, and the smallest num- 
ber in the last quarter. The largest number of births 
in any one month was in March, and the fewest in Feb- 
_ruary, there being a difference between these of 126. 

The births in each ward, compared with the deaths 
in the same. localities, may be seen in: the following 
table : — 


a aa eee 


. 
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Wards. Births. Per cent. Wards. Deaths. | Per cent. 
Wat lees. 662 12.59 Ward Fut ac 571 ae Le 
jC Nee 637 12°12 eee biatar a a 413 Surg 
Se ae 497 9.45 oe ee Ps 448 9.53 
Oe ae 109 2.07 nek Sr nte, 96 2.04 
Ce ek ae 260 4.94 (OB scaais 239 5.08 
COE Be oe 238 4.52 CORT Gat ote ap 234 4.97 
EN Se 421 8.01 As 7. rm 452 9.62 
ae 332 6.d1 CON ala aes SL 6.62 
SEO). 264 5.02 GEORGY cr dtecdts 240 5.10 
CAEL ists. 3-8! 373 7.09 IE ae 278 5.91 
A ee 559 10.65 ih ll Pe 465 9.89 
Ja ee 903 BEALS OW ASE se are: ~ 690 14.68 
5,255 99.95 4,437 94.38 


The deaths in the public institutions are not in- 
cluded in the above .comparison. It will be seen, that 
in each of wards 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, the percentage of 
deaths was greater than that of the births in the same 
localities. This difference is greater in Ward 7 than in 
any other ward, it being more than 14 per cent. East 
Boston (Ward 2), as usual, presents the most satisfac- 
tory result, the births there exceeding the deaths by 
more than 4 per cent. For the first time in several 
years, the births and deaths in Ward 1 are in nearly the 
same ratio. Ward 12 also exhibits a like favorable 
condition, only 14.68 per cent of the deaths occurring 
there, against 17.18 per cent of the births. The 
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difference the previous year in this Ward was nearly 3 
per cent. 


I. BIRTHS IN 1868. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Both parents born in United States......-... sees cee cee cece ceo enccs 1,207 
$3 MY bie Minglandiss oe oui oo ole ee ove» visio os pe,ole cies mE 69 

cs 4g $ Treland:. « 5). 01+ en ssc bois © lls ele 0's ee seen 2.370 

a rc A Scotland i. i + ats ss 6 isis 5 Wes ks etanetee ene 27 

ae oh - British American’ Provinces. ...++sseeeeeeeeece 122 

af 2 3 Germany soo '0..05 as» ssp 's'e sn9. ae = ee 184 
A . rs Other foreign places (unmixed * )..- erie: 93 
eek “ ce “ \(mixed }}.ss.).0 ee eae 498 
Father in United States, mother foreign . “: olwidlle 9 «eae slalelele le eee 284 
‘¢ foreign, mother in United States... ose. ee es cece cee ee reece 282 

‘¢ in United States, mother unknown..»........-..- Mee ig ce ts 3 

‘¢\ foreign, ¢6 ae levee ible i Glee outst yale aaa a 

‘¢ unknown, mother in United Statess......- eee esse eeeee eens 37 

he fat shhh Be FOTCIGN .- oe eee ene e cee cc en cece cons ceceee 25 
Both parents unknown. ........ 2.00 cece sseecscces sess cess suse ueee 46 
5,255 


The foregoing exhibits in a very clear light the ma- 
terials of which the population of Boston is composed. 
It will be seen that there were only 1,207 children 
born whose parents were both native born. If half of 
those whose nativity is specified as ‘‘ unknown” be re- 
garded as American, the number will then be 1,230, —a 
decrease of 55 from the number recorded in 1862, — 
thus showing, that only 23.40 per cent of the children 
_had parents that were born in the United States. The 
precise statement is, that no less than 76.59 per cent 
of the children born. in Boston during the year 1863, 
were of parents, oné or both of whom were born outside 
of the United States. Of the whole number, those of 
unmixed Irish parentage make 45.19 per cent. The 


* Both parents from.the same country. 
+ The parents in each instance from different countries. 
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* German element is represented by: 184 instances, or 


3.00 per-cent of all the births. 

Some people regard with considerable alarm this 
preponderance of the births of foreign parentage over 
those of the native. ‘They observe each year this de- 
crease on the one hand, and a corresponding increase 
on the other, and straightway anticipate the time when 
Boston may be considered a foreign city. An exami- 
nation of other portions of this Report will show, that 
these apprehensions are not well grounded. The reader 


_ will see, that though the births among the foreign-born 


population exceed considerably those among the native- 
born, the deaths among the same classes bear a similar 
relation to each other. 

The number of colored children born was 62,— 33 
males and 29 females,—an increase of 17 over the 
number born during the preceding year. ‘This state-. 
ment shows, that in 1863 there was one birth in 35.48 
of the estimated colored population of 2,200. The 
number of children born of white parents was 5,193, 
which niakes one birth to 34.62 of the white pop- 
ulation. : 

The following table, which appeared in the Report 
of 1862, is again inserted here, for the purpose of com- 
parison with last year’s record : — 

2 
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Years, Births. | Marriages. | Deaths. 

“ay EEA A eons. pis pests ia 35 63 
MLO iets Shite etic rechle sas oe aie w/o. rola lente wis 50 46 Vii 
MEE Rae ini Sista as sb 40 peta. 0\6.0 s)'eie o eietpere 34 34 73 
i Se et ty 5 tS oc neha phe Slew Sane 24 32 60 
PE Gs els calclyc's ac us'eienewbarehees 46 37 58 

* 1860...... BN So eslels eC dusle shld Wie wre om inves 29 53 68 
PAE i Coes ocd Vola sho Whs boone 47 41 60 
Be Gi tins cccuin a sled uate rem 45 38* 47 
Rear oes BRR Ihe eben coaaae 62 Ot 111 
866 866 611 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that during the last 
nine years there were as many colored marriages as’ 
there were colored children born, —the whole number 
in each instance being 366. It will also be observed that 
the number of colored deaths during that period 
amounted to 611,—nearly double the number of births. 
The number of deaths in 1863 was 111, nearly twice 
as many as the births of that year. | 

With such results each year, it is not easy to avoid 
the conviction that there,is little probability, in any 
contingency, of the Northern States being overrun by 
the colored race, bond or free. There is undoubtedly 
an instinctive repugnance on the part of the African 
to Northern latitudes; and the foregoing facts show 
very plainly the existence of physical causes, if nothing 


* This number embraces six instances in which the brides were white; and 
these (ft) eight of the same character. 
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else, that bar their presence to any great extent, and 
which are more cogent than all opinions and theories. 
There were 49 instances of twin births (one of them 
being colored), and one case of triplets. These last 
were three females. In 12 instances, both children > 
were males ;—1in 11, both were females ; — and in 25 
one was male and the*othér female. In the preceding 
year, there were 47 twin births. ih 
There was one child born of Indian parents. 


_ MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages in 1863, was 2,322, —an 
increase of 228 over the number reported in 1862. 
Although this is a considerable increase, the number 
of marriages is not so great as might be expected in a 
city as populous as Boston. It should be stated, how- 
ever, that a few additions may be made the present 
year to this number, by clergymen who had neglected 
to make returns at the proper time. It may be as well 
to remark here, that, while clergymen generally are 
prompt and careful in making returns of the marriages 
solemnized by them, there are a few who are extremely 
negligent, and either do so at long and uncertain 
intervals, or omit the duty altogether. Some of these 
marriages are undoubtedly those of soldiers in the 
field, and’a failure to place them on record may result 
in severe loss or embarrassment to their families. 

The number of marriages in each quartet may be 
seen in the following table: — 
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Month. No. Month. No. Month. No. 

January.-..| 246 || April... a -| 215 || July ...... 162 

/ February...| 186 || May..... -| 189 || August....} 185 

é March...... | chile soe 8.0 198 || September.| 161 
SNE RUS ES | Pee Ol eee ee op ot | Ne nO WO) See 

529 602 508 


A 


Month. | No. 


October ...| 232 
November.| 271 


| December .| 180 


The largest number of marriages in any one quarter, 
The largest num- 
ber of marriages in any one month was in November, 
when 271 took place, and the fewest in March, when’ 
only 97 were solemnized. This last number is ac- 
counted for by the fact, that March is in the season of 
Lent, during which time the members of certain Chris- 
tian Communions are not allowed by ecclesiastical au- 
thority to indulge in the luxury of matrimony. 
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It will be seen by the foregoing table, that only 280 
of the grooms (or a little more than twelve per cent of 
the whole number) were born in Boston; and that 
only 125 of these married Boston-born females. The 
number of grooms born in the State (jncluding Boston) 
was 628, or 27.04 per cent of the whole number of 
grooms. There were 1,044 grooms, (or nearly 45 per 
cent) born in the six New England States, and 139 in 
other States, making the whole number of native-born 
grooms to be 1,183, or nearly 51 per cent. Deducting 
196, who married foreign-born females, it will appear 
that there were 987 marriages (or 42.50 per cent) in 
which both parties were native-born. 3 3 

The whole number of foreign-born grooms is 1,139, 
or a little over 49 per cent. Those born in Ireland 
number 712, making 30.66 per cent of all the grooms, - 
and 62.51 per cent of those that were foreign-born. 
The grooms born in England make only 3.74 per cent 
of the whole number, and 7.63 per cent of the foreign- 
born. The number of grooms born in the British 
American Provinces is 134, or 5.77 per cent of the 
whole number, and 11.76 per cent of those that were 
foreign-born. The German element is represented by 
115 grooms, making 4.95 per cent of the entire num- 
ber, and 10.09 per cent of the foreign grooms. 

Of the brides, 1,098 (47.28 per cent) were born in 
the six New England States; 18.30 per cent in Bos- 
ton; 11.88 in other parts of the State; 10.76 in Maine; — 
and 38.27 per cent in other States. The number of 
_ Irish born brides was 767, or a little over 33 per cent: 
of the whole number. Of these, 604 married Irish-. 
born grooms, which makes the unmixed Irish marriages 


® 


CITY REGISTRAR'S REPORT. 


to be 26 per cent of the entire number, and 55.56 per 
cent of all the foreign brides who married grooms of 
foreign birth. 

The 35 couples specified in the table as having been 
born in “ other foreign places,” were mostly Portuguese, 
natives of the Western Islands, and Italians. Those 
designated as Germans, embrace those born in Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark. ‘There were but very few, 
however, born in the last three places. 


III. MARRIAGES. AGES AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE, 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF THE GROOMS. | s ‘ E 

nN Ye) S =) S S S S 5 a 

5 XR oD x Ye S x si 2 2 

2) EA i Rn re toe ce par Petey 

= R a =) x 3 S fo) ~ i 
SS | | | |_| | | I 
Under Pah years ryt) ie aia DM 24 19 12 D eee ee e eoee eo ee eee 57 
PROC eT Gime! ise! set. 0-000 196 | 412 86 Te Pee remot tates ate Solas atealiae ware 705 
Oe ee 100 | 373] 264] 44 SAL ETE EU IR ays 1) 785 
ERGOT Evel tc) ohio ele! ese 39 132 195 147 AQ Eye wal eres | oe eh eae onenre 525 
BGO s: fe\e lo 0. series se) 0 4 28 30 69 31 A lentes s vemiembeuliercel's 163 
PBOIGU ciate! cfc. 's 6 «| ome.’ 3 8 20 24 GQ iey etvegl over et|veuroine 61 
RRC ESE cece \c 6 s'|'s ce elle, 0 6 Pe 6 5 Sil otvem eh bent sare 16 
~ Over 70 3 Sie RireMal| sir eiiet| sc ie lle ee 2 Bee eth ear ort conan ten eeneate 4 
SCN Orne IV s-|) ook eile o | 0 enroll erie tex| esle | eilote |e ede 1 6 6 
Doe hs 363 | 967 | 595] 297 Piel 12 3 1 7 | 2,822 


‘The period during which the largest number of males 
were married, was, as usual, between 25 and 30 years. 
There were 785, or 33.80 per cent of the whole num-— 
ber, married between those ages. The next favorite 
period was between 21 and 25, during which 705 or 
30.36 per cent were married. Thus it will be seen, 


CITY DOCUM§NT.— No. 47. 


that 64.16 per cent of the males married between 21 
and 30 years of age. During the past year, 57 of the 
males married were minors, an increase of 18 over the 
number recorded in 1862. There were 525 married 
‘ between 30 and 40, an increase of 41, and 163 between 
4() and 50, an increase of 15. Only 244, or 10.50 per 
cent of the males were above 40 years of age > when 
married. 

The predilections of some of the grooms in regard to 
the ages of their brides, are not a little curious to those 
who believe that the ages of husband and wife should 
not be very wide apart. Accordingly it will be ob- 
served, that while 24 of the 57 grooms under 21 years 
married brides under 20 years, no less than 12 others 
married brides between 25 and 30 years; and still two 


others married brides who had passed some distance 


beyond their 30th year. Three adventurous young men 
who had not reached their 30th year, selected partners 
who had left their 40th year a considerable space be- 
hind*them. On the other hand, four, who were be- 
tween 40 and 50, manifested considerable fastidiousness 
by choosing brides who lacked some time before they 
would reach their 20th year. Two between 70 and 80, 
exhibited equal nicety by selecting partners between 30 
. and 40. One between 70 and 80 married a bride of 
corresponding age. 

The period during which the largest wie of fe- 
males marry, is that between 20 and 25. During the 
past year, the number of females married between those — 
ages was 967, or 41.64 per cent of the whole number ; 
between 25 and 30, 595, or 25.62 per cent. No less 
than 368, or 15.63 per cent of: the females, were mar- 
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ried under 20 years of age, a large proportion of them 
being under 18 years. 

It will also be observed, that while there were 81 
srooms who had passed their 50th year, there were but 
16 females of that age equally fortunate. 

There were several instances where boys of 18 were 
united to brides of 16. Another youth of that age 
married a bride of the mature age of 29; while one of 
20 became the happy partner of a female of 30. The 
youngest female married was 14 years old ; — her hus- 
band had reached the mature age of 38. 

There were 50 colored grooms, 42 of whom were 
united to brides of the same color; while 8 preferred 
white companions. ‘'wo Indians married white fe- 
males, and one white man married a mulatto woman. 


IV. MARRIAGES. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRS AND: RESIDENCES 
AT TIME OF MARRIAGE, 


> Ps 
Brides. ‘ 
No. of times Married. Residences. 
Grooms. q 
co} E wn 4 nm 
# | 8) oo) 4.) 3 3 | 3 
5 5 a | ° Pa fs 
i mM a =) i Oo —Q 
First Marriage. . .| 1790 | 158 AoW: vo) (PL9O244 In Boston’. c. sien. % 1828 | 1959 | 
peroma-s fa] 227 86 1 og Nis 9, Other placesin State.| 866 | 276 
Third os eee 26 14 4 eee 44 Out of State oeeee 128 87 
Cet 8 ee re ce rc . 
AST Acts apie (eaneaaen (ase (Pas 2 2 
ER OBAILS sie sy ct'site 20438 258 19 2) poee TOtal Siceren/sa's ee site 2322 | 2322 - 


It will be seen, that of the males, 1,952, (or a little 
over 84 per cent) were first marriages, (an increase of 
3 
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vious year, the second marriages of males amounted to 
15,52 per cent. There were 44 instances where-the 
erooms had been twice widowed. 


Of the females, 2,043 (or 87.98 per cent) were first. 


marriages, 324 second marriages, and 19 third mar- 
riages. 

There were 4 inexperienced grooms who married 
brides that had been twice married, and 11 widowers 
who comforted themselves with companions who had 
been twice left comfortless. 3 

The following table will show the occupations of 
1,572 of the grooms, and the proportion which each 
class bears to the whole number: — 


* 


Occupation. nol Per cent. Occupation. No. Per cent. 
Laborers........-: 343 14.77 Teamsters....-.-- 69 *2.97 
PVCATINCTS: fs tis 20's" 235 10.12 Soldiers < Vecsey 65 Pata | 
ROI RS 0166 bie soos -'s 207 8.91 Painter’..«.- einem 48 2.06 
Wraderg. s+ ->-<«4 145 | 6.24 || Farmers) &c....-- 47 | 2.02 
Merchants -.--...- 75 3.23 Carpenters ....... 89 3.83 
Machinists ........ 75 3.23 Blacksmiths...... 41 1.76 

Shoemakers....... 101 4.34 TT aitOrets naw oe sie 33 . 1.42 


The above fourteen classes comprise 67.61 per cent 
of the whole number. Laborers, as usual are the largest 
class, and make 14.77 per cent of all. These, with 
mariners, clerks, traders, shoemakers, and ad the 

make 48.31 per cent of all the grooms. 


nearly one per cent over the preceding year, and 324, 
(or 13.95 per cent) were second marriages. The pre- — 
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DEATHS. 


The number of deaths in Boston during the year 
1863, was 4,699, — an increase of 579 over the mortal- 
ity of 1862. When it is remembered that there was 
a decrease in the number of the births, the increase of 
the mortality is a large one. Estimating the popula- 
tion the same as last year, — 182,000, which is undoubt- 
edly near the correct number, — the deaths will appear 
as in the ratio of 1 in 38.73, a result that is very seldom 
seen in the mortality record of Boston. The ratio in 
1862, was one in 44.17. Compared with New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Providence, (the only pla- 
ces concerning which the materials are at hand to insti- 
tute a comparison,) Boston -the past year stands in an 
unfavorable light. The following table will show the 
ratio of deaths to the estimated population of each of 
the cities named :— 3 7 


Cities. . Population. |No.of Dente Ratio. 
BErOvVidence..<..3.36... eee eee ee ee 55,000 1,215 1 in’ 45.26 
Baltincre es 222 224 250,000 5,546 | -1 in 45.07 
Meet ee. rk 620,000 14,220 | Lin 43.60 

eso eagle ces 182,000 4,699 | 1 in 38.78 
MMT G Riaislaiy cs clc sec sccecc ence 900,000 24,196 1 in 37.19 


The deaths in New York are reported at 25,196. 
_ This number includes the still-births which are not em- 
“braced in the reports of the other cities. As the num- 
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ber of these cases in New York are not known at the 
present time, they have been estimated at 1,000, (prob- 
ably not far from the actual number,) and deducted 
accordingly. In.estimating the sanitary condition of 
New York by its mortality record, it should not be for- 
gotten that that city is the great entrepot for emigrants 
from all parts of the world, large numbers of whom 
arrive there in every conceivable condition of physical 
degeneracy. Besides this a large number of sick and 
disabled soldiers contribute largely to swell the bill of 
mortality. When all these facts are tak en into the ac- 
count New York compares favorably with Boston, and 
shows a better record than is often made of that city. 
Philadelphia also compares favorably with Boston. That 
city has a considerable number of hospitals for soldiers 
within its limits, which fact should be taken into the ac- 
counts in examining its mortuary record. In that light 
its ratio of deaths (1 in 40.43) is not excessive. Balti- 
’ more and Providence present nearly an identical record, 
which shows them to be far in advance’ of their three 
sister cities. 
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IN BOSTON ON EACH DAY IN THE YEAR. 
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It will be seen’ that no less than 628 deaths occurred 
in the month of August, or 18.16 per cent of all the 
deaths, an increase of 202 over the number reported 
during the same month in the preceding year...) Lnere 
were only 272 deaths in June, — less than half the num- 
ber that occurred in August, and 42 less than the num- 
ber that died in June 1862. 

The deaths in each quarter will be seen by the fol- 
lowing :-— 


Month. No Month. No. Month. No Month. No 
January.--| 366 || April....| 344 July «..+| 401 October .| 399 
February..| 304 || May....| 311 || August..| 628 || Novr...| 881 
March «2.1878 June....| 272 Sept’r...| 460 Dec’r...| 455 

1,048 927 | 1,489 | 1,235 


During the third quarter there were 343 more deaths 
than during the same months of 1862. The months of 
July, August, and September were distinguished by an 
unusual mortality, that among children being very large. 


j 
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VI. DEATHS — BIRTHPLACES. 


5 au 

Birthplaces. Males. | Female. Birthplaces. Males. | Females. 

ee ee ee a ooo —————=> 
Boston.......... _shogoegeee 1169 1109 England and Wales...... aa! 48 
Other places in Mass....... 224 ASL PLUCIAN Ge. cere cten canine eee.ce = 551 568 
REMOR Gees occa ccvceccess 102 75 DCOLIAIN sterate cislerelsters a cicrsrare 19 10 
Wew Hampshire,........... 70 60 Germany and N. Europe. 36 13 
UIGEIOI Gree e's ceive ces ecss 19 15 British Am. Provinces... 69 78 

a 
POO PALATIG oc. ccceecesess 8 aq Other Foreign Places.... 22 7 
MO ONMCCHOUG ssc sc.ccccece nce . 8 9 UWnkmOwilaeocetemsies cece 27 14 
Other States ........c0002. 66 37 

1666 1530 765 738 


It will be seen by the above, that 3,237 of those who 
died in Boston last year (including 41 recorded as un- 
known) were born in the United States. Of these, 
however, 1,737, or 36.96 per cent were of foreign par- 
entage, and for statistical purposes shquld not be classed 
as native ‘born. If these, therefore, be deducted, the 
deaths among the native born will be 1,500, or 31.92 
per cent of all the deaths, showing the deaths among 
the foreign-born population to be 3,199, or 68.07 per 
cent. It will therefore be apparent, that if the births 
of children of foreign parentage exceed those of native 
origin, they are measurably counterbalanced by an ex- 
cess of mortality in the same class. The natural in- 


crease of the foreign element may be seen by the fol- 


lowing comparative statement of the births and deaths 
during the past year : — 


BIRTHS. DEATHS. 


at 


BRCO wed acess exsje esse. 76.59 per cent. HOLClOW sec cele anaes ders ser ete 68.07 per cent. 


DEDUCE aa baer c 6 eccces ce. 23.40 per cent. Native ....0..eecs/esessse-01.92 per cent, 
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The entire number that were born in the New Eng- 
land States was 3,093, or 65.82 per cent; those born 
in Boston making 48.47 per cent. Those that were 
born in Ireland make 23.81 per cent of all the deaths, 
and 76.54 per cent of the foreign mortality. 


VII. DEATHS — PARENTAGE. , 


1863. 1s62. 
PARENTAGE, 
Deaths. | Percent. | Deaths. | Per cent. 
TCO) 4 soi san aly syd eieasd a oons suo sneacade 217 4.61 230 5.58 
Other places in State... 2... .csceceet cess 442 9.40 407 9.87 
NUPEM Ce ONO Sok eas Sus cn oasis se ¥ Sat Cap 220 4.68 196 4.75 
Wes Hampehire.. chess ede ce eens oaks Re 139 2.95 138 3.35 
IVAOT IOV Arase 0 cise Saisie ov Se eit’ Pisisleinie vi diesels 48 1.02 28 67 
PUOCESUSIATAC amas ois ces & ulcisles Sijeeceecsles 13 eae 15 -36 
Connecticut.-..........006. Rees coat 23 .49 21 .50 
Onno: a ae ea 129 2.7 83 2.01 
Hneland and Wales,.......ccescccccccccs 199 4.23 155 3.76 
PPO gee cok oc bse ceo veN behest bases st 2465 52.45 2153 52.25 
PNiod RPREEL SG Cet eles we acaie nde nad be'vneibetle’s as 64 1.36 79 1.91 
British American Provinces.........e+0- 169 3.59 120 2.91 
Germany, and North of Europe.......... 175 oeateae 155 3.76 
Other foreign places... 2.2. ercevenceseecs 99 2.10 95 2.30 
PEROT ce sab ah vk paces ar coe Sueawenee 297 6.32 245 5.96 


4699 99.93 4120 99.94 


The foregoing table shows the parentage of those 
that died in 1863, compared with a similar statement 
of the preceding year. It will be observed, that those 
of Irish parentage make no less than 52.45 per cent. 
This statement, of course, embraces those born in Ire- - 
land, as well as children of Irish parents. By a refer-' 
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ence to the second division of the table, it will be no- 
ticed, that the percentage of deaths among those of 
Irish parentage in 1862, is almost identical with that of 
last year, both varying but slightly from that of 1861, 
when it was 51.82 per cent. By glancing at table I. it 
will there be seen, that the number of children born 
of Irish parents was 2,375, making 45.19 per cent of 
all the births. ‘The account will therefore stand : — 


Deaths of Irish parentage, 2,465, — 52.45 per cent. 
births of . “ te 2,0 105 401 Jae ames 


Excess of deaths over births, 12 Ge ease 


The mortality among those of New England parent- 
age made 23.45 per cent of the whole ;— the previous 
year it was 25 per cent. ‘Those of Massachusetts par- 
entage, make only 14.02 per cent, a reduction of 1.43 
per cent from the year 1862. 


4 
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VIII. DEATHS. BIRTHPLACES OF FOREIGNERS DYING OVER TWENTY 
YEARS OF AGE. 


20 to 30.| 30 to 40.| 40 to 50.) 50 to 60.) 60 to 70.) 70 to 80. | Over 80.|| Totals, 
Birthplaces. pon tate ty : © bee's ieee Seer es i : : 

M|F\|M/|F(|M/|F/|M/| F/M] F/M] F/M] FM) F 
England. .....| 8] 3] 8) 16 |°9} 41-6) ‘4 2). 3 |-1.) 4A eee 
PRCRAOG Us txt wis tes 85 | 93 | 125| 118 | 125} 123} 70 | 83 | 60 | 54 | 36 | 35 | 17 | 32 ||518) 488 
Shep ETAT OEE Tose eee ies Aa as aes Ma ile otal bed GLa a begs 1°) Las a eG 
British Provinces . | 23 | 25 | 13 | a UO eas Be yg CON aa 3 [Poh o | OL 62 [262 
GGERMAaN Yen sa cs i Oy reer (a7 oar et Wt lat is | Pini hg aE ay Ld, ts ede 
Otherforeignplaces) 8| 2| 6 1}.3)° 2) 4 ees 1|}21|} 7 

126 | 126 | 161 | 149 163 142|.91 | 99 | 69 | 64 | 48 | 41 | 19 | 37 || 677] 658 


By reference to the table on p. 43, it will be seen 
that the whole number of deaths of persons above 20 
years of age was 2,247, or nearly 48 per cent of the ~ 
entire number. Of these, the above table shows that 
59.41 per cent were foreign-born. Of these last, those 
born in Ireland make no less than 79.10 per cent. 

The above table professes to give the ages of the 
decedents. It should be stated, however, that the ages 
of those born in Ireland are wholly conjectural. It 
would be safe to say, that of the whole number thus 
classed, not one in twenty could at any time have given 
his or her age. The City Registrar’s Report formerly 
specified the aggregate and average ages of those dying 
in Boston; but these statements were of such a char- 
acter, as to render them valueless for exact statistical 
purposes. As illustrative of this, gray-headed men 
have applied for certificates of marriage, stating their 
age to be under 30 years ; and when their attention has 
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been directed to their venerable appearance, they have 
stated hard work to be the cause of that. <A very 
marked peculiarity of the class referred to is, that, when 
they are requested to solve all doubts, by specifying the 
year and month when they were the stated age, in a 
majority of instances the answer is, ‘“‘ Last Christmas.” 

The following table gives the number of deaths in each 
month, and the sex of the decedents, and their ages at 
the time of death. 
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Lhe recorded ages of those dying under 20 years of 
age may be regarded as very nearly correct, the re- 
marks before made in reference to the uncertainty of 
the recorded ages were intended to apply to those only 
above that age.. Of the 994 who died under one year 
of age, no less than 698, or 70.22 per cent, were of 
foreign parentage. No less than 73, or 7.34 per cent 
of ‘the whole number, died on the day of their birth. 
Of these last, 51 were children of foreign parentage. 
Of the 1,030 who died between 5 and 10, 780, or 75.75 
per cent, were of foreign parentage. And of the 207 
who died between 5 and 10, 58.93 per cent were of 
similar origin. 

There was one death of a centenarian, — that of a 
woman in April, who was reported to be 104. 
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Accidents. —'The number of deaths thus classed oe 
bracing those from burns, scalds, and drowning) was 

*160, — 124 males and 36 females, — making 3.40 per 
cent of the entire mortality. During the preceding 
year, the deaths from accidental causes made 3.44 per 
cent of the whole number. All the deaths from cas- 
ualties have been classed together, for the sake of con- 
venience, although the record specifies the form of the 
accidents. 

Apopleay. — ‘There were 70 deaths from this cause, — 
46 males and 24 females, — an increase of 14 over the 
number reported in 1862, and making nearly 1.49 per 
cent of the entire mortality. 

Bowels, Diseases of. —'The number of deaths from 
causes thus designated, was 63,— 33 males and 30 
females, — comprising 51 instances of ‘* Inflammation of 
the Bowels,’ and 12 reported simply as “ Disease of 
Bowels.” In 1862, there were 49 deaths thus recorded 

Brain, Diseases of. —'There were 168 deaths thus 
recorded, —88 males and 80 females, — an increase of 
12 over the number that died the previous year. These 
cases embrace 20 deaths from ‘“‘ Inflammation of Brain,” 
80 reported as “ Congestion of Brain,” and 68 as “ Dis- 
ease of Brain.” Those reported by Physicians as 
Meningitis are designated by the last term, as well as 
some not susceptible of a more definite specification. 
The deaths from diseases of the brain make 3.57 per 
cent of the whole mortality. In 1862, they made 3.78 
per cent. 

Bronchitis. —'This disease caused 110 deaths, iis 
ing 2.34 per cent of the whole mortality. This per- 
centage in 1862 was 2.52. The decedents were 56 
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males and 54 females. A very large proportion of the 
whole number were children. 

Cancer. — The number of deaths from this was 02, —+ 
11 males and 41 females,—two more than died in 
1862. The number of males was-the same in both 
years. The location of the cancer in each case was, of 
the Uterus, 10; Breast, 9; Stomach, 8; Mouth, 2; not 
stated, 19; Abdominal, Back, Ear, and Groin, 1 each. 

Cholera Infantum.— The mortality thus designated, 
was very severe the past year, there occurring no less 
than 3842 deaths,—170 males and 172 females, — 
making 7.27 per cent of all the deaths. It caused 165 
deaths during the month of August. In 1861, how- 
ever, the deaths from Cholera Infantum made nearly 9 
per cent of the mortality of that year. In 1862, they 
made only 5.77 per cent. 

Consumption. — 'The deaths from this dreaded malady 
outnumbered, as usual, the mortality from any other 
one disease. During the past year, the number of 
deaths thus recorded was 795,—388 males and 407 
females. Although this number is 56 larger than that 
of the preceding year, the percentage was considerably 
less, — the deaths making 16.91 per cent of the entire 
mortality. In 1862 the deaths from this malady made | 
18.57 per cent of the whole number. There were 81 
- deaths from consumption in August, and 85 in Decem- 
ber. The ratio of deaths from this cause to the esti- 
mated population (182,000) was nearly 1 in 229. The 
number of males that died was in the ratio 1 to 6.27 of 
all the males that died. Among the females the ratio 
was 1 in 5.56. 
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The birthplaces of those dying from Consumption 


are seen in the following table : — 


Males. |Females.| Total. 


Beeemrter ite United States ....c-sesecceegese cee 149 166 815 


Gia adie o's css avs Soc cece 6 cesses 178 185 363 
da England and Wales .....+..--+ eee. 8 10 18 
6 British American Provinces.......- 27 25 52 
ie MEE TL Paget cow si go ais S.0'e b eeisie Ge Sie eis 6 4 10 
aS Germany and Northern Europe .... 3 2 5 
a Other Foreign Places........+e+e-- 6 We eet 
Children of Foreign Parents ........s-ssesseees ee 12 23 


388 407 795 


It will be observed, that 59.12 per cent of those that 
died from this disease were foreign born. Those born 
in Ireland make 45.66 per cent of all the deaths from 
this cause, and 75.62 per cent of those that were for- 
eign born. Of the 1,119 persons who were born in 
Ireland, 32.44 per’ cent died of consumption, or one 
in 3.08. 

Lhe ratio in 1862 was one in 2.64. 

The deaths in each ward and in the several public 
institutions are given in the following table. 
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Wards. |Deaths.| Wards.| Deaths. |. Public Institutions. _ | Deaths, 
| 93 Nees) Oe Massachusetts Hospital...... ieee 19 
2 68 Bees weep L Deer sland 14. ss ee eat AP sabe 9 
34 83 Ope Bz Rainsford Island...... shee A ebele 14 
Bret 8 10...| 44 Lunatic Hospital ..........seeeee 1 
5 51 Ib kSie SOT an ohel wits ayele atc le toe tele tiorotreree be ear eretete fe 
6 ALY A TOS OL LEO Pe OCIS COCR PS Te Se 
844 408 43 


The largest number of deaths in any one ward was 
in Ward 12, where there occurred 110 deaths, making 
13.83 per cent of the whole number. In Ward 1 there 
were 93 deaths, making 11.69 per cent. ‘There were 
287 deaths, or 36.10 per cent of the entire mortality 
from this cause, in Wards 1, 7, and 12. The deaths 
during the preceding year in those localities made more 
than 42 per cent. There were only 8 deaths from con- 
sumption in Ward 4. There were 43 deaths in the 
several hospitals, an increase of 16 over the number 
that occurred in the same places in 1862. 

It may be of some interest to learn the occupations 
of the males who died from consumption. ‘They are 
as follows :— 


MIAVOROTG Si Riis ee be sk «ke ues cee 4 90.) Blacksmiths. .-..0.<..s0 <x estate Ont 
Cleve pas y es ese ch aee secs 17 Shoemakers di’. s/c sy ome leanne 8 
ealots jase os NTs otee bd wines cry 17 Merchants: .. «dt estou bine pan « £$- OLE 
STAN ere ate ietele a'vie icc 's srsls «lle sino ele 11 "TT A@dOUG « bs: vp: oiepps weet ieee ry 
Carpenters «<< + seas scnev cave es 15 Barbers «s's:e'e 0 0 «.» se 0h Us ane “3 
RUGITILOTS Ula eis ctr ehtla's les + asic ere <=. 13 Teamsters so veics sees y= eae 
Printers..:--.csssceoses++seeee 10 || Painters +: ..c0sses uate soon 


| 
: 
7 
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MUIINNTITIS s dadiaac sc cesccosscece 8 ‘ 
Machinists ........ Lie ee 3 
Cabinet makers....... Rete ats wale 3 
Hingineers.......+.e6. Sains seas 4 
PII ORTPENLCTS 60505-5506 65 coe 3 
EAMG y oc scacscey Deets aie sh ase 8 
Servants...... i eee 3 
APPUOISTELETS 62.06. cee eee 2 
Jeweller ...... JOB ee ste 
Morocco Dressers......seeeeee. 2 
PIRTUELS sie «+ > 00 SSM G GtGts sic ie + w.ale-« 2 
I EOULETE Coe 's'in soc e cee cee 2 
Harness makers .......++-e e005 2 
Ms elds ness es cess ccc ee 3 
ERM IIITIAICCTS 5. sic's 0 cess ce eeee 2 
DPR TIMURCLUTCES 6 ccc fs'e sole eos aA aie) 
OPIAEG DIG WECTS. <= << cece ce cicccee 2 
Porers «se 3 0k Bel utipie ke fs seo 2 
MESO POR Gd ccc cca tisiiec'ccedce 2 
Se 2 
rr 2 
MRPMMSUMINIBNETSs oo. sc cccwcs cee: 2 
IITEMUGALOE ots ce 'sa cs 43's 0 mista e's 1 
SEE OEE i a Sia ee 1 
Sailmaker ...... Puasre Fists baa, be ont 
PEED Said cicle cs cccrsewessce 1 
Ess Foes cece ccscccces ] 
Ee yf 


39 
PLGSUICE a claterate sterels on hae eRe 1 
CUPPiOr ao 5-3 clon ccteelsagae aoa 1 
Plasterer......- A eee as eae cela 
Dyer oeseccecccces Sctiaveheters eed & 
MCACher Awe deccis wadveicae 1 
TE YiIIMOL vs's dite s oes lok. cavers alae J: 
Policeman. ....,3%-. a daalelameneates 1 
Wieiohere <5 ertdc.cie a Haale Was sats Cae 
PPS Titi ses e de a ctanatere mearetetncrertere 1 
Brewers i secissaddecss oueewe ge 
BV OCALISH (01s oe 06:5 aha ac avejele crapeiere nee 1 
HALIMET a ois: ejuiels,. olocloaalat ame ewe 1 
Paper-hanger)s..'«+ see sae seses 1 
Ree Or sell fas bs cine ies seeetate tee 1 
Coachmam....... bdo walerd ealerentre 1 
FRERLOL ALOT: ~ 0/110 bile oats dere ataeres z 
PECSBINAT cae se cide = wet rauret ate foeted 
Moulder ..... Siecs awaken ote ST 1 
Wailmakeri acs Users esiseiee det ae cae 1 
GA STIELGT eet ac 2s cee a ao whee cta sea 1 
Cigaremaker,. <i s,s1¢ os chenteelyares 1 
HIXPFESSMAN «'s,0 «cos eisis cis eles ecess 1 
BEGIED.. svete ceased tierel be eee ale eer 1 
Conductors 22) om < stds elects on pee 1 
BPOROD I « Vern at clelels cdutes «rade 1 
Holler Maker sass cease ee cue wae 1 
SOap MAKE esis sc teisiveesu acm. 1 
WHENOWI esis celsisleccce ta eters 75 


It will be seen that the number of laborers that died 
of consumption was 90, making 23.19 per cent of all 


the males. 


ing 47.42 per cent of the whole number. 


The first eight classes embrace 184, mak- 


A. consider- 


able number of those whose occupations are recorded 


as unknown were children. 


Convulsions. —'There were 158 deaths thus recorded 
the past year, making 3.36 per cent of the entire mor- 
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tality. The number reported in 1862 was 140, making © 
3.39 per cent of the deaths of that year. A large 
proportion of these cases were those of infants. They 
are recorded as returned by physicians. 

Croup. —'The number of deaths from this disease in 
1863 was 145, making 3.08 per cent of the whole num- 
ber. There is some reason to believe that a number 
recorded as Diphtheria should have been classed among 
these cases. ‘The deaths in 1862 from Croup numbered 
114, making 2.76 of the mortality of that year. 

Cholera. —'Two cases of Asiatic Cholera are reported, 
—— of a man in April and a woman in July. 

Diarrhea and Dysentery. —'The deaths thus reported 
number 198,— 107 of the former and 91 of the latter, 
making 4.21 per cent of all the deaths. This is an in- 
crease of 48 over the number recorded in 1862. 

Diphtheria. — There were 108 deaths reported from — 
this disease during the year, an increase of 62 over the 
number of the preceding year. They make 2.29 per 
cent of the whole mortality. .As above remarked, some 
of these cases would have been more properly classed 
among those dying from Croup. 

Dropsy (all kinds). —The number of deaths thus des- 
ignated was 112, — 48 males and 64 females, — making 
2.88 per cent of all the deaths. During the preceding 
year there were 97 deaths thus reported, making 2.35 
per cent. . 

Fever, Typhoid, Typhus, and Bilious. —'The number of 
deaths from these fevers was 134,— 80 males and 54 
females, making 2.85 per cent of the whole number. 
Among them were four cases reported as Bilious Fever. 

Fever, Scarlet.— There were 130 deaths from this dis-” 


1] ai . 
' %. r Fie ; : 
3 ¥ ¢ i } 
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ease, — 69 males and 61 females, a decrease of 106 
from the number recorded in 1862. They make 2.76 
per cent of all the deaths. 

Gunshot Wounds. —'There were 16 deaths thus re- 
ported. Five of them were of soldiers wounded in 
battle, and the remaining eleven those that were wound- 
ed in the riot of July last, —8 men and 3 females. 


An impression has considerably prevailed, that a large 


number of lives were lost in that disturbance; this is a 
mistake, the number killed was as above stated. 

Heart, Disease of. —'The number of deaths thus re- 
ported was 135,— 74 males.and 61 females, an increase 
of 20 over the number of the preceding year. The as- 
signed cause of some of these deaths was wholly con- 
jectural, they being reported from examinations after 
death. , 

Hooping Cough. — There were 37 deaths from this dis- 
ease, two less than occurred in 1862. 

Homicide. — ‘There were nine deaths of this character, 
—all males. There were six during the preceding year. 

Hydrocephalus. —'Vhis disease caused 181 deaths, — 
95 males and 86 females, 22 less than were reported in 


_ 1862, making 3.85 per cent of the entire mortality. 


Infantile Diseases. —The deaths from diseases thus 
specified number 76, — 40 males and 36 females. This 
term is used to designate those cases where no definite 
cause of death could be stated. Most of them were 
children of but a few hours old, dying on the day of 
their birth. 

Intemperance.— 'There were 45 deaths from this 
cause, — 30 males and 15 females, — five less than the 


number recorded during the previous year. Those 
6 
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dying from Delirium Tremens are embraced in this — 
number. 

Lungs, Diseases of. —The number of deaths from 
causes thus recorded was 344, — 181 males and 163 fe- 
males, — making 7.32 per cent of all the deaths. Dur- 
ing the preceding year they made but 6.48 per cent of 
the mortality of that year. 

Marasmus. —'There were 138 deaths from this dis- 
ease, — 42 more than died in 1862. 

Measles. — There were but 7 deaths from this cause 
during the year. During the previous year, there 
were 78._ 

Old Age.— The number of deaths thus recorded, 
was 94,—an increase of 13 over the number of the 
year 1862. 33 were males and 61 females. One of 
the latter was reported to be 104 years old at the time _ 
of her death. 

Paralysis. — There were 66 deaths from this cause, — 
34 males and 32 females, —an increase of 7 over the 
number of 1862. | 

Premature Birth. — The number of deaths thus desig- 
nated was 61,—31 males and 30 females, —an in- 
crease of 14 over the number of the preceding year. 
Undoubtedly, some of the deaths embraced by the term 
_. “ Infantile,” were of children prematurely born. 

Peritonitis. —The deaths thus reported number 24, 
— 7 males and 17 females. ‘There is reason to believe 
that, in the cases of some of the females, a more exact 
return could have been made by the physicians. 

Smallpox. — There were 11 deaths from this dis- 
ease, a decrease of two from the number of the preced- 
ing year. ; 
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Sore Throat. —'The number of deaths thus recorded 
was 36,—16 males and 20 females. 

Suicides.-—'There were but 9 deaths of this char- 
acter recorded during last year,—six less than oc- 
curred during the preceding year. Five of them were 
of males and four of females. 

Sunstroke.—'There were 10 deaths from this cause, 
—nine males and one female. 


1868. 18S86R,. 

Under 1 year...... 994 || Being.... 21.15 Percent.|| 914 || Being.... 22.18 Percent. 
1to5 years...... WOBareer eo. 1.22.09. 975 te Oe C6nate 
PAO i635. | 207 ee eA. 40 «i 48 182 Bi oe tye mre 
Rieti oo... 62 eps cdl ii ea 64 Ce ete Lemans 
Hier « o...... 151 70 Vig Wie Wes Ri 106 CP ae Pe ae age 
20t0 30“ ...... 469 eee ea 110.00. 5« 435 66) 5, AO Baie 
ae 516 eve. 10.985 430 ney Pen eh Chee te 
40150.) .... 436 Paesur 8.07 tS. 321 eer Ey Cy 
50t060 “ ...... 294. 1 DURE Pr ea 241 al BONES ce 
Sy 241 rears OE. 19, «7-6 217 Cee Beeb) 
mote 6... 180 Spite) 1) 3-831.” 4 141 ter. eB saein aes 
g0to 90 “ ....., 90 CIES sy 81 REP A sie 
90 to 100 “ ...... 21 teBe K fda XP 8 14 te hoes te Beat 

4699 99.97 Per cent.|| 4120 99.93 Per cent. 


~ 


It will be seen by the above, that the deaths the past 
year, during the periods of life stated in the table, cor-. 
respond very closely with the number that died during 
the same periods in the preceding year. The greatest 
difference was between those dying between the ages of 
4) and 50,—the deaths during that period the past 
year being nearly 2 per cent more than they were in 


1862. 
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Wards. |Dths.| Per ct.|| Wards.| Dths.| Per ct. Public Institutions. Dths.| Per ct. 
1... .| 571 | 12.15 Vig al 4 |) sAOSo| 19.61 Massachusetts Hospital .| 161 

2... 4}| 413) 8.79 rag alp Masse lil City Institutions... ... 47 | +5.57 
Sake 448 | 9.53 9. . 3] 240) 5.510 Rainsford Island... .. . 54 

AS 96 SOSA nem anlar 5.91 

I} 239] 5.08 |/11. ..) 465] 9.89 | Day ae 

6.5 234 | 4.97 ||12. . «| 690] 14.68 4699 


— 


The above table shows the number of deaths in each 
ward, and in the several public institutions, together 
with the percentage of deaths in each place to the 
whole mortality. There was a slight decrease in Wards 
1,4, 9, and 11, and an increase of more than two per 
cent in Ward 10. The percentage of deaths in the 
public institutions was almost the same in both years. 


Males. Females. | Unknown. 
SPUTURLY: # aie oa oe yi 9's sere? eee UN ere 17 li “a 
SNM M ete slatted: o'e ehg\hiave wk ae feb s he 288 5 creas 16 9 | $e 
MVE V ctaeis ni eo Ol Tiistplelie « aia, § eigheltiaaie oi she oe 27 10 2 
PODTUDaseivinis « « c.acie.s Sateen ope vie hiss ah at ena 12 10 1 
Bea lasiats +/s\5 0's 0 0 ¥ ¥:) sian « we MRRINS recta ns 12 21 3 
Seta ieie sn 3 a sia diggs a os be Calane wea aia 14 10 4 
BALES Se povei's pe ws 4 brogasdee’s poe 8 ante n'y witiatodemial? 13. 8 | | 
Sue SE oe EEE Rite] Grit 22 TNS , 
MEDLCINDCT i Mewes css cctine pus bans ee celts 17 13 D) 
KIELODCT opie we Pa Rica s ne oo she 0 wld Glu ieve siete © : 16 9 2 
ING YOUU GOL tpitietars alles. pee rece vibiS\ nn wie bb ne aim 16 1 2 
ele Vaio ecto eriag yw aoe 6 4 Wheel en canes | 14 18 1 

196 138 18 
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The foregoing exhibits the number of stillbirths re- 
ported each month during the year. In New York, 
these cases are recorded as deaths; in some other 
places they are reckoned among the births. In Boston, 
as well as throughout this State, they are not regarded 


either as births or deaths, but are recorded by them- 


selves, and so returned to the Secretary of State. The 
number of these cases during the past year was 361. 
The number of males was 195; females, 149; un- 
known, 17. Undoubtedly there are some, which, for 
obvious reasons, are not reported almost every year. 
Numbered with the deaths, they make 7.49 per cent of 


Xft. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND DEATHS 
RECORDED IN 1863. 


———— 


as 


Months. Births. | Marriages; | Intentions:| Deaths, 
i SSS a eae 420 246 234 366 
a SSE Sa ous 392 186 178 304 
UUM lols pide cscs e Wee ae 3 518 97 128 378 
BEUT a pasa sie nscescsccces eh 456 215 203 344 
May...... om PE hak ates « 3 453 189 214 311 
MES otsickns os css .s ees 410 198 214 272 
MUSES idan sss cc sete cone 420 162 183 401 
August ....... > eae 444 185 181 628 
September ...... MR dpa, <. 2'\0: 6 451 161 201 460 
MEN alsla's ois'e's vcs ve cose 422 232 256 399 
a 418 271 270 381 
December......... Bais 2 oa. .4 451 180 248 455 
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the mortality ; if with the births,they make 6.69 per 
cent of the whole number of children born. The par- 
entage of these children was as follows: American, 
98; foreign, 203; unknown, 51. 


INTERMENTS. 


The number of interments in the City Proper during 
the year, was 168 ; in the cemeteries at South Boston, 
129; in the two at East Boston, 88. The number of 
bodies brought here from other places, and deposited 
in tombs in the city, was 99. 

During the past year, the cemetery under St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, South Boston, has been discontinued as 
a place of burial; and most of the remains in the one 
under Park Street Church have been removed to Mount 
Auburn, and deposited in a beautiful lot purchased for 
their reception. Three or four tombs only in that 
Cemetery remain in the hands of private individuals, 
the society of Park Street having to this time failed to 
make satisfactory arrangements with their owners to 
relinquish them. That under St. Matthew's Church, it 
is expected, will also soon be removed, the City Coun- 
cil having already appropriated a lot of land in Mount 
Hope Cemetery to receive the remains. 


Respectfully submitted, ; | 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


City Registrar’s Office, Boston, May 2, 1864. 
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REPORT. 


To THE Crry CoUNCIL : — 


The undersigned herewith begs leave to submit his Annual 
Report of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the city of 
Boston during the year 1864, accompanied by the usual tables, 
and observations thereon. 


‘BIRTHS. 


The number of births in 1864 was 4,992, — 2,641 males, 
and 2,351 females, — showing a falling off of 263, compared 
with the preceding year. ‘This result is undoubtedly owing to 
causes growing out of the war. The following table exhibits 
the number of births in each of the last fifteen years. It will 
be observed that the number of births in 1864, when the popu- 
lation of Boston was probably not less than 190,000, was 287 


less than it was fifteen years ago, when the population was 
about 136,000. 


YEAR. BIRTHS. YEAR. BIRTHS. YEAR. BIRTHS. 
REDO 2 dobre o vs ‘ 5,279 || 1855... eee. 5,816 11,1860 .... 000 5,765 
Bane ie. 460; 5,338 || 1856....606. 56,9221) 186L 6% 26s 5,789 
faba iy. 2.2 5,308 || 1857...-268 6,881 || 18627... 0. 5,258 
Oppel 6,596 || 1858 .....-.. + B,BOT || 1868 ...00ee. 5,255 


L854 on cecs cee 5,688 || 1859 ........ 5,895 || 1Qp4 --ee eee. 4,992 
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The largest number of births in any one year occurred in 
1856, and the least in 1864. There were 930 more in the 
former year than in the latter. In 1864, the births were in 
the ratio of one in 38.06 of the population. In 1850, the 
ratio was one birth to 25.76. 


I, BIRTHS IN 1864. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Both parents born in the United States ..... oo ecem + eee elalble sty eiwisiite sg Magee iE 
et 66 England \. 60.20 5 oslesie 6 os viv ce ainis asian 64 
od 66 “Treland. ...2:s 00/0400 '¢ cos eae oles 6's siete aaemnee a 1,999 
6c 66 (Scotland » «a «ss «sis 066s 0615 6 sale seen ene 18 
a ‘¢ British American Provinces ...-+++scercescveces 141 
rf é¢' Germany sss - Sales fe oe Blew ois » amnesia Renn --- 208 
as ‘¢ Other foreign places, (unmixed)*......+-++eeeee 103 
«“ “ “ ct’ ” (mixed)} | /co sce eee 470 
Father in United States, mother ‘foreign... .. <0 slenewyae ose eue ene 282 
‘¢ foreign, mother in United States ......0scseeceesvesscsscces 334 
‘© in United States, mother unknown ......: oss }uneueieeeualet 1 
‘6 foreign, mother UNKNOWN «.--..sseseccceesacevcsces toscssee 5 
‘¢ unknown, mother in United States ........s. eee eee cecccces 31 
oy 6 66. FOPCIQI (ai os 's.s Scie «Side See's orale wllahe lates eng Benes Sl- 
Both parents unknown}. +..-.-e.se o oe ei 8 wre: 910 pie 90 ee 43 
Total jo sya. Sic eo oBic So 6. ot lainiee a aur neeane nn sakhtente £099 


It will be seen by the above table that the decrease in the 
births was principally among the Irish portion of the popula- 
tion, the falling off amounting to no less than 376, or a dimi- 
nution of more than 5 per cent compared with 1863. On the 
other hand, the increase of children of American parentage 
(embracing half of those specified as ‘* unknown,” ) was over 
2 per cent during the same period. The whole number of 
children whose fathers were native-born was 1,597, making 
.82 per cent of the whole number. The number of children 
whose parents were both Irish was 1,999, or 40 per 
cent. The number of children, one or both of whose parents 
were foreign born, was 3,395, making 68 per cent of all the 
births. In the preceding year, the percentage of this class was 


* Both parents from the same country. 
+ The parents in each instance from different countries, 
} Probably native. 
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76.59 per cent. Of the whole number of children of foreign 
parentage, those of Irish nativity make 58.88 per cent. 

The following table shows the number of births in each 
quarter : — 


MONTHS. | BIRTHS. MONTHS. | BIRTHS. || MONTHS. | BIRTHS. MONTHS. | BIRTHS. 


January-| 393 || April...} 382 ||July....) 393 || October 472 
February| 323 || May...-.; 380 ||August.| 458 || Nov....| 443 
March ..| 435 |/June..-| 391 ||Sept....| 484 || Dec....| 488 


1,151 1,153 1,285 1,403 


There were 118 more births in the last quarter than in either 
of the others. In the preceding year, there were 20 less in 
that quarter. 

The following is a comparative statement of the births and 
deaths in each ward : — 


WARDS. BIRTHS. PERCENT. WARDS. DEATHS, PERCENT. 
Locccccsecces. 525 10.52 Mpoeccdoococud 597 11.68 
De vase ec cicicc’se 590 11.82 Recccccccccsae 452 8.84 
Sriniee Severenes 385 ler Disc ceils cieisivieisiae 455 8.90 
Re vecleseseeses 61 1.22 Be cccccecsccss 103 2.01 
Dnisieiateip solee roe 244 4.88 Die clalelels slstelotelele 258 5.05 
Goescvcrvcccce 249 4.98 Oaisretereterarete etotete 255 5.00 
Case trivceeces 389 7.79 Zeccccenvecces 426 8.33 
Beccccccccces. 317 6.35 Be vcencccccces 348 6.81 
Uaaisiesiaacie's wis 299 5.99 D ceccccscerer 266 ' 5.20 

Brie ae vac on’ 373 Poe 27 10. cc cisiec ccc cee 374 7.31 
Baral Was osc e6 672 13.46 Lose cierereeinie olan 507 9.92 
U2. ccccencceses 888 17.78 12s ccvccvccsecs 746 14.59 


—$————=s 


4,992 99.97 4,787 93.64 
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The deaths in the several Hospitals, numbering’ 324 (making 
6.34 per cent of the whole number), are not contained in the 
foregoing table. It will be seen that in each of Wards Tt Avid? 5, 
6, 7, and 8, the number of deaths was greater than that of the 
births in the same localities. The deaths in these Wards num- 
bered 2,442, making 47.76 per cent of the whole mortality ; 
while the number of births in the same places was but 2,170, 
making only 43.46 per cent of all the births. In Wards 9 and 
10, the births and deaths were about equal. In each of Wards 
2, 11, and 12, the percentage of the births was more than 3 
per cent over the deaths in the same localities. 

The number of colored children born (including blacks and 
mulattos), was 47, — 30 males, and 17 females, — a decrease 
of 15 compared with the preceding year. The following table 
exhibits a comparative statement of the births, marriages, and 
deaths among the colored population for ten years. It will be 
noticed there were twice as many marriages in 1864 as births, 
and that the deaths were nearly in the proportion of three to— 
one birth. If the colored population be estimated at 2,200, 
the births will be in the ratio of lin 47. Estimating the white 
population at 187,800, the births among these will be in the 
ratio of 1 in 38. 


YEARS. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES. DEATHS, 

TWGND 4 00k ace gaenavecayal pmeete 29 35 63 
(Gib art sos checsvonmetenceeue eer ee 50 46 71 
Tg Rae a 1 iabebis os Wate Ras cea depah 34 34 73 
DEER wsietsctih man As fel pee here 24. 2 60 
Tei srs: Re ake CERO Sunray 46 37 58 
1580 a2. Memramnin an aR amore 29 53 68 
{S81 in cae dete ASN Leica ines ofc ae 47 41 60 
1560 ge the Pe tes todettia als eras ees hy ce 45 38* 47 
LEGS eee ama een 62 50t 111 
1564 pisinch aeoaere eee tyr eee dives 47 sat 115 

atelier eae ce eee ater eh a oe 726 


* Six of these brides were white; + cight of these, and {nine of these were of the same character. 
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There were 37 twin births. In 15 instances, both children 
were males; in 8, both were females; and in 14, one was 
male and the other female. In 1863, there were 49 twin 
births, and one case of triplets. 


MARRIAGES. 
The number of marriages during the year was 2,736 — an 
increase of 414 compared with 1863. The marriages in each 
quarter are given in the following table : — 


January....254 EATIEi e's e.0-0 « 240 TULYs viecec ss 224 October ....255 

February. ..219 May. ....256 August ....203 November .« .284 

March .....170 TUNG cles ss << 208 September .250 December ..173 
643 704 677 712° 


The greatest increase compared with the preceding year was 
in the third quarter, the number being 169. In the first quarter, 
the increase was 114, and in the second it was 102. The 
fourth shows an increase of only 29. 
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An examination of the foregoing table will show that only 302 
of the grooms — about 11 per cent of the whole number — 

were born in Boston. The year previous, this class made a 
little over 12 per cent. The number of grooms born in the 
State was 652, or 23.83 per cent of the whole. In 1863, the 
Massachusetts born grooms made over 27 per cent. The 
grooms born in New England number 1,140, and make 41.66 
per cent of the entire number. In the preceding year, this 
class made nearly 45 per cent. Compared with 1863, the 
grooms in 1864 that were born in the New England States, 
show a decrease of more than 8 per cent. 

The whole number of American born: grooms was 1,340, 
making nearly 49 per cent of all the grooms. In 1863, this 
class made nearly 51 per cent. The number of American born 
grooms who married native-born brides was 1,121, or 40.97 per 
cent of all the grooms. In 1863, this class made 42.50 per 
cent. 

Of the 1,396. foreign-born grooms, 799, or 57.23 per cent 
were born in Ireland. 

The number of foreign-born brides was 1,365, or 49.89 per 
cent of the whole number. Of these, only 218, or 7.96 per 
cent of all the brides married native-born grooms. 
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III. MARRIAGES. AGES AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES, 


AGES OF THE GROOMS. | ¢ f 4 ’ E 

10 iS S S So o = 5 

5 a oo = ed oS x di ] 2 

z £ £ £ oe Pa 2 © ng 

= R 8 S g 3 S fo) =) r= 
Under BAl years eeeeee ee 28 20 4 e e e e e e e e e ° ee se e e e e e e 52 
a1 to 25 eeeeeee¢ ° e e 222 511 74 10 oy 8 so 1 © Ne ne e e e e e . e ° ° 817 
Di uLOUsO Ish oo Ake koe le date ens 105 442 296 46 1 890 
BO TCOLA ints ve kcck cles 6h eyes, peas VON: 248 189 10 684 
AC) LOOHOU tyr oite uouterts aie weavetie if. 16 42 96 35 1 sl fore enlteite fe 192 
BO UOVOO ste ciistiethe ts ue Remecits Pelle 2 6 26 30 10 L: Wertteus ceeremne 75 
GUILONTU eke hel ons atotl ob o Metros (tetrenre 1 2 7 Bik wowace Mts ate letorl ee oti 13 
OVED'7O orcs (ea vale ees alte bales |tatreve liemue mtd tearere 1 1 
TDN O WI. ars oo tats evict lies ts 2 10 12 
Totals dew ss atemeus 381 | 1,206 670 369 84 14 2 10 | 2,736 


The above table shows that 52 of the grooms were under 
21 years of age at the time of marriage. One of these was 
only 17 years of age, and married a bride 19 years of age; 
-8 were 18 years; 9 were 19; and 34 were 20 years. Of the 
several periods specified in the above table, the greatest matri- 
monial harvest among the grooms takes place between the ages 
of 25 and 80. The next is between 21 and 25. ‘The number 
of grooms between 21 and 30 years of age was 1,707, making 
62.39 per cent of the whole number. ‘There were 684 between 
30 and 40; 192 between 40 and 50; 75 between 50 and 60; 
13 between 60 and 70; and 1 between 70 and 80. This last 
was a veteran of 76, who married a bride 49 years of age. 

Of the 881 brides under 20 years of age, four were 15, ten 
16, and thirty-nine were 17 years of age, making the number 
of minor brides 70, or 2.55 per cent of the whole number. It 
will be further noticed that 2,257 of the brides, or 82.49 per 
cent of the entire number, were under 30 years of age at the 
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time of marriage. The whole number of grooms of the corre- 
sponding age was 759, or 64.29 per cent of all the grooms. 

One of the grooms who had reached his 60th year, was 
united to a bride of 22. Another staid groom of 40, chose as 
his companion a miss of 18. On the other hand, a young 
male candidate for matrimony, who had barely seen 18 years, 
married a bride who was eight years his senior. And still 
another of 26 years, became the happy husband of one who 
was just twenty years his senior. 

There were 73 colored couples married, and 9 colored 
grooms were united to an equal number of white brides. 

In 330 instances, the brides were older than those they 
married. 

There were six marriages in which both the grooms and 
brides were minors. 

One of the couples married were deaf and dumb. 


IV. MARRIAGES. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED, AND RESIDENCES 
AT TIME OF MARRIAGE. 


Brides. : 
No. of times Married. Residences. 
Grooms, =| 
ro fe! E ie a a 
| s |E/5/a|4) 3 8 bas 
Ba Siesaino sles ° = 5 
4 mM Se |e} Pp a O faa} 
First Marriage.| 2048 | 223] 3| 1|..|..| 2275/| In Boston... . . .| 2228 | 2377 
pee ek 205) 6148) 6). .| 1]. -|. 410 Other placesin State.| 351 | 254 
Third = |. 23 Ba ae | ors | ok ot G0 1) COUGOL Stab@ «rss ot) 107. |. 105 
Fourth oe ° 1 ee ee °° ° le « 1 
eee 2 el. wt. ele ole e | 14 14 
Totals. # ss 2327 381 | 12 1 1 | 14 | 2736 LOCALS) «letie Gut ¢.'e 273060 | 2736 


The number of first marriages was 2,048, or 74.85 per cent 
of the whole number. Among the males, 2,275, or 83.15 per 
cent were first marriages, while among the females, 2,327 or 85 
per cent were first marriages. On the other hand, 15 per cent 
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of the second marriages were of males, while the second mar- 
riages of females made 13.92 per cent of the whole number. 
One groom chose as his first bride one who had been three 
times widowed ; and another made fis fourth venture by mar- 
rying one who had never before entered wedlock. 
The occupations of 1,899 grooms are embraced in the follow- 
ing fifteen classes : — 


MIADOLCES. cus Wis ses cay es 424 — 15.49 percent. | Merchants ........0.. 63 — 2.30 per cent 
IVATINELBiscitcreslets eeleee 333 — 12.17 ot Teamsters. ...ccsee eect 63 — 2.30 ob 
SOlGIErS ii). <ceiciae eo clelele 211— 7.71 i Blacksmiths. .....c.+« 58 — 2.11 * 
Clerksieecscsslaccos ssl 199 — 7.27 Hs Painters). ssacles cee 50 — 1.82 oe 
Machinists.... .ccese 118 — 4.13 de Mahl OT Bisie\ec.cle'es)etsieeie siete 42— 1.53 4 

HRV ACOLS taclete crs gieUleieeere’s 111— 4.05 ce @Uurriers).:.% sce cassette 387 — 1.85 ce 
Carpenterd’.<sickinc ss «iis 81— 2.96 Printerg sicssisssseenses G0 =e Seek ee 
Shoemakers...e.cseoes 79— 2.88 ee 


As usual, laborers furnish the largest number of recruits to 
the matrimonial army, the number being no less than 424, or 
15.49 per cent of the whole number. Mariners, soldiers, 
clerks, machinists, and traders come next in the order in which 
they are named. ‘The first six classes furnish more than half of 
the grooms. 


DEATHS. 


The mortality during the past year reached the large number 
of 5,111 —an increase of 412 over the number of the preced- 
ing year, and 991 above that of 1862. With the exception of 
scarlatina and smallpox, no contagious diseases have prevailed 
to any considerable extent, and these not sufficiently to account 
for the increased mortality. It may be, however, that this 
increase is not excessive, nor too large, for the population of 
this city. The difference may be readily accounted for on 
grounds that do not detract from the enviable sanitary reputa- 
tion that Boston has always possessed. From a calculation by 
the most rigid logarithmic rules, the population of Boston at 
the present time is 197,133. Of course, allowance should be 
made for the disturbances incident to the war; but so far as 
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appearances are concerned, this number is more likely to be 
the correct one than a less number. But if 190,000 be regarded 
as more nearly correct, then it will appear that there was one 
death to every 37.17 of the population. Compared with New 
York, this result is not an unfavorable one, if the estimated 
population of the latter city (925,000), is correct. There were 
26,057 deaths in New York in 1864, making the ratio of deaths 
as one in 35.49 of the population. The mortality in Philadel- 
phia in 1864 was 17,582. Estimating the population of that 
city at 620,000, the ratio is one death in 35.26. These state- 
ments, however, even if the estimates are correct, do not show 
the comparative merits of these cities in regard to health, except 
in reference to a single year. Various causes may combine to 
produce an increased mortality in one city which do not exist in 
another. In another year, the conditions of these cities may be 
reversed ; and the one that before was exposed to adverse cir- 
cumstances, may then be altogether exempted. 
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V. DEATHS IN BOSTON ON EACH DAY IN THE YEAR. 3 


na > 8 ‘ 8 3 

a 3 : 2 8 I 

ae) ee a | 5 ee A ae et y= 
Bees tes bad eae, es (ae Rae eal hE 9 | 18° | 23 1) dees sees ene 
Be ee of 20 1 12 | 10 | 28°) Abs) 107) Al | 9S 2) ee 
“jaa he oP et had ES ah as bi 7 | 18 | 10 6 8*|. 19°) 95) Pe eerie eras 
INS FS PEEaP | BS AO RE Eae 8 | 13 | 27° } 37 4°13" o 
Biss w lee {22 1168 15) 4k ata 6s ||) ae 
Giles te ee hi 15 |’ 42°. 14 Ye 17 16 tba] ty) 16S ae oe 
Diaitviis Beye ||: ee 9 | 19 | 18 8 .f IL -|..10%] 43 9} Ret eae ee seas 
Be eset ole aiald oie tl eto am hLe. OT1 Az Pees toate, 8 K13 edtah 10 
A eS See Ds TS ee bln Ee ye ee CO Mie dee eats Bok, Jat 45 
50s s ctiove si) sO004) otal F108 eal 8 | 15--) 12 | 18<) one ae 8 
Wo {bs ee! W 19 Gs eta) gO Ria 8 8 | 20 |] 13 | 18 ay ae | 
12 ie Snel e os ghIO LOT? ail: Meee 9 | 15. [by Weel ee 9 
13 ie. ts CR JP Moe FB, a Fs 8 9 8 | 19.o) Oise teem aoa t 
14 ake Wels s Minds tangas ae ae 8 | 16° | 10 | 18 | 16) ae ee 7 
15...) 21 | 15+] 10 | 10 | 42.) 47.) 46) | 100 9 
16...) 16 | 15°) .42| 25 | 10°} 46 -) 10 4 200 (ie Onsieseeeerae 
D7 atone ced WIA Aw eds 8 | 41--| 20.] 16 4°16 8 oe ee 
18 fetetere Gtcletaans 4. $0120) 1%) Ito) 18) ae 7 seu) as 
10 eve tal Wau eO ten Rie ae 9 7 192 |) 200) 1s ee Ge ie 
20 Me ates eh ee gt dS 8 81 46 ee en Dee 9 Ooi) adh ae. 
Diiee ete 15 yi ae Ce ee ieee oes Oe Mee eens 7 Boh. 48 
22 vie ete | 18 | 81 | dB | BB ead) 65 19 a 
Wow oe oof AQ AM] SAB) Se | 18 0 a 8 
Me cee ol 6 | 20-17 F8 | 97) BP 20) aos 
PUG ee Brn 8] 14° 4° 12° 4° 14 | 10") Ba 10 ee ee 
26 is Bice AG y Rkeeitene oN teks 9 | 33° )548-1 189) 367 as eee 
OF Tae panacea a 40 At wee 9 | 24°) 94-1 9h | 1h ei ar eee 
2B ce Se PAB TY | At) 16 18°). 40 - |  20e ie a 
29) ee ORIOL LR Cae ed 7s 1 ay ae 5 | 14 | 10 
B80"... folgen a ae Oiliny fea) ea Fedo at ard 9 | 16 9° 16:24 380 Saleen 


1 Vea Beious 9 oe 16 ee 16 ee 18 12 oe 9 ee ee 


—_— Os [| | | —_——_—- | oKX | QS] | |] | u~K~ / -—-—! mre) | —m|qqxrxey 


Totals. . | 462 429 | 416 | 458 | 379 | 376 | 448 | 518 | 454 | 401 | 378 | 392 
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As usual, a larger number of deaths occurred in the 
month of August than in any other month — the number being 
518. During the same month of the preceding year, the 
number was 628 — 13.16 per cent of all the deaths that year. 
In 1864, the deaths in August make only 10.13 per cent of 
the whole mortality. ‘The number of deaths in yi nne of last 
year was 376 against 272 in 1863. 

The following table exhibits the mortality in each quarter :— 


Month. No. Month. No. Month. No. Month. No. 


January.--| 462 || April....| 458 July ...-| 448 October.| 401 
February..| 429 . May....| 379 August..| 518 Novi...) 378 
March....| 416 || June....| 376 Sept’r...| 454 Deer ...| 892 


1,213 1,420 1,171 


The number of deaths in the first quarter was 259 greater 
than that during the same period in 1863; and in the second 
quarter it was 286 greater. The deaths in the third quarter 
were 69, and in the fourth, 64 less than in the same periods in 
1863. 


VI. DEATHS — BIRTHPLACES, 


Birthplaces, Males. | Females. Birthplaces. naive Males. | Females. 
EOBOON cies as0.0.08 (66 S0OOOr 1296 1158 England and Wales. ibleg oop 55 41 
Other places in Mass....... . 261 258 Treland, see cue cases oleisie ccs 575 579 
Maine... +. .eeeeeeeee eaves s 92 99 SCOtISAds 5 suse ve ancee> v0 14 10 
New Hampshire........... 68 61 Germany and N. Europe. 40 23 
A ee 25 13 British Am. Provinces... 80 84 
Rhode Island.............. 8 11 Other Foreign Places....| 26 17 
MORBCCHCUE io. ccseccees 11 12 WEN OWS Ves e shoes cs cine 29 16 


PDIMEP BtALC Eck cic cccscccse 85 63 BA THSGA Rs ctdvicrs cisPiecde ccs 1 


1846 1675 819 771 
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Of those that died in Boston during the year 1864, 3,566 
(including 45 designated in the above table as ‘‘ unknown,” ) 
were native born, making 69.77 per cent of the whole number 
of deaths. Those born in Ireland make 22.57 per cent of the 
whole, and 74.69 per cent of those that were foreign born. 
The percentage of the same class in 1863 were 23.81 and 


76.04. 
VII. DEATHS — PARENTAGE. 


18s64. 1863s. 
PARENTAGE. Evi RGA ee ey 
Deaths. | Per cent. | Deaths. | Per cent. 
Bostonh Sieh oe seas eee 460 9.00 217 4.61 
Other places im State........ccccccccceve 464 9.07 442 9.40 
UN AIM Cs tercleleleieleleloleletsiots isles eisie Sees ele sereciiere 207 4.05 220 4.68 
INGw? Hampshire scc soc ciccicis clescics sleslste’e 171 3.34 139 2.95 
Vermont .....cccccercce « Ui Su gaudaoode 45 88 48 1.02 
UOC GLAS ATM erelareieelaterarsitalclaleleievainvel steers lateree 21 41 13 02d 
CONMECEICUTS ae « oicicic a cisiclo slaiscinvialee osis'sie'e.e 33 64 23 49 
Other Stateg: oc cwee ssc cc cme tess seein 6 114 2.23 120... | 2.24 
England and Wales,.......se.ee.- oeepaons 184 3.60 199 4.23 
Treland . 2.2.0... oquonnonoessosis sw deinine See 2637 51.59 2465 52.45 
Scotland <ewrsces cclecicwinc'e's Copsoccscosecee 70 1.35 64 1.36 
British American Provinces.........006. 164 3.20 169 3.59 
Germany, and Northern Europe ......... 150 2.93 175 3.72 
Other foreign places.......seeecoe evisiniere ° 135 2.64 99 2.10 
LO any sop AnsondddundobadoncOnoboac sees 256 5.00 297 6.32 


5111 99.93 4699 99.93 


It will be seen by the above that only 1,771 of those who 
died in Boston in 1864, (including 256 recorded as ‘¢ un- 
known,” ) were of American parentage — making 34.65 per 
cent of the whole number. Those of New England parentage 
make 27.41 per cent: and those of Boston 9 per cent. The 
latter in 1863 was but 4.61 per cent. Those of Irish parent- 
age make no less than 51.59 per cent. of the entire number, 
and 78.95 of those of foreign parentage. 7 
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If that portion of the above table embracing those dying 
under 20 years of age be divided into four parts, several 
interesting facts will be noticed. The whole number dying 
under 20 years of age is 2,693, making 52.69 per cent of the 
whole mortality. Of this number, 1,853, or 68.80 per cent 
were foreign born, or of foreign parentage. In the next 
period — that between ten and 20—there were only 232 
deaths, making 4.53 per cent of the whole mortality. Of 
these 91 were foreign born and 141 natives. This last period 
was the only one in which the native element predominates. 
In the period between 5 and 10, the number of deaths was only 
270, —or 5.28 per cent —the foreign element being 199, and 
the native 71. In the third period —that between one and 
5 —there were 1,116 deaths, making 21.83 per cent of the 
whole number. Of these, the large number of 847, or 75.40 
per cent, were of children of foreign parents. In the last 
period, embracing children under one year of age, there were 
- 1,075 deaths, making 21.03 per cent of the whole mortality. 
Of the number who died in this period, no less than 758, or 
70.51 per cent, were children of foreign parents. -Seventy- 
nine of the whole number died on the day of their birth; and of 
these, 59 were children of foreign parentage. 

There was one death of a man over 100 years of age in 
February. 


IX. DEATHS. FOREIGNERS OVER FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE. 


15 to 20. | 20 to 30.} 30 to 40.| 40 to 50./ 50 to 60.| 60 to 70.| 70 to 80. |80 to 100.| Totals, 


Birthplaces |we aes] Sea ape SN ak ; 
M/F\|M|Fi[mM|FiuM|[ Film| Flu| Fri(m|ri{[mM|FiuMl| PF 
England..| 1] 1| 6| 6/13; 4] 9} 3/10] 5] 5] 7} 3] 2] 1} 4] 48] 32 
Ireland . .| 12 | 11 | 92 | 106}109|135| 122] 97 }101| 71 | 76 | 61 | 42 | 40 | 14 | 31 |508| 552 
Scotland’. jeg) 11538] °2h 2b 141) str]. 31 a) ile ol diated ee 
B. A. Prov.| 4| 5|20/ 23/22/16] 5| 8] 3] 8] 2] 4] 2] 2|..] 2/58] 68 
Germany .| 1|..|10} 2/ 8! 6/14] 3] 6] 8] 1] 4} 11 8] 2b 1/48] 21 
O.F.Places| 3/3] 6/ 5| 3] 2] 2] 1) 1] 1 Mm ety wae 


21 | 21 | 186} 144} 157 | 163 | 155} 113} 123) 89 | 85 | 76 | 50 | 47 | 18 | 39 | 745 692 
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The above table embraces all of foreign birth above 20 years 
of age. These make no less than 28.11 per cent of all who 
died, and 59.42 per cent of all those who were above 20 years 
of age. Those born in Ireland make 77.87 per cent. of all 
that were foreign born. 

In only three of the divisional periods specified in the above 
table, were the deaths more numerous among native-born per- 
sons than among foreigners, viz.—from 15 to 20, 70 to 80, 
and that above the latter age. In the first-named period, there 
were 102 deaths of natives, and 42 of foreigners; in the 
second, 110 natives, and 97 foreigners; and in the last, there 
were 61 deaths of the former class, and 57 of the last named. 
In the period from 30 to 40, there were 202 deaths of natives 
and 320 foreigners; and in that from 50 to 60, there were 
212 foreigners and 115 natives. 
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Accipents. — The number of deaths from casualties during 
the year was 190, 143 males and 47 females, an increase of 30 
over the number recorded in 1863, and making 3.71 per cent 
of all the deaths. The ratio of accidental deaths to the whole 
mortality is about the same each year, as will be seen by the 
subjoined statement, which exhibits the number of accidental 
deaths from 1854 to 1864, with the exception of 1860 and 
1861, when no reports were made. 


ROAD Been ssp bes cicnciss 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
DPEGANS. F500 PSs ceded 140 152 181 142 141 143 142 160 190 


APorpLeXy.— The number of deaths thus recorded was 
63 — 36 males and 27 females — making 1.23 per cent of all 
the deaths. There were 70 deaths thus recorded in the pre- 
vious year. ‘The number of cases during nine years will be 
seen, as follows : — 

Fours bvaressveses. 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths....+.00+ss000. ae beets 88) 20, BB 66 jy 70 88 

BowE ts, DisHases oF. — There were 58 deaths from causes 
thus designated —34 males and 24 females —five less than 
- occurred during the preceding year. The following table will 
show the number of deaths from the same causes during the 
nine preceding years : — 


VGN 1854 | 1855 | 1856 | 1857 | 1858 | 1859 | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 
Inflammation of Bowels ....... 52 387 42 43 39 42 34 51 45 
Disease of CO ts Hii arelarthe « 48 11 19 5 9 5 15 12 13 


ERAN aU daberes cs recce 100 48 61 48 48 aye 49 63 58 


It will be noticed that the mortality from these causes- was 
very much larger in 1854 than in any other year. In five 


years, there was almost the same number of deaths in each 


year. 
4 
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Brain, Dismases or. — The mortality from diseases thus 
classified numbers 262— 144 males and 118 females—making 
5.12 per cent of all the deaths. During the preceding nine 
years, the deaths from these diseases are given below : — 


SR ot NEL ton ince baie 1854 | 1855 | 1856 | 1857 | 1858 | 1859 | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 
psd ned See he PN, DI iti Mee dP) bw he ate 

Inflammation of Brain......... 59 43 42 38 41 nie 29 20 45 

Congestion Of ‘ cecsscsceee 66 71 71 43 39 te 45 80 79 

Disease of RCT Gete felelarerste sieie 41 21 ie 27 10| 52 82 68 | 138 

Totals...... eccccccccoee 166 | 185] 180] 108 90 52] 156} 168] 262 


In 1859, all the deaths from diseases of the brain, were 
designated by the single term ‘‘ Diseases of Brain.” 

Broncuitis. — There were 122 deaths from this disease — 
59 males and 63 females —an increase of ten compared with 
the preceding year. The number of deaths in the eight years 
preceding, with the exception of the years before specified, will 
be seen by the following statement. There were no deaths 
from this cause in 1855, and only sixty-four from 1854 to 
1859 inclusive : — 


WIGATSsiocreccccleciss vasiou sisi sisin= 1854 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 . 1863 1864 
ID CAT sie si> one sioielowivlaieiniste clelarsts 10 74 20 9 18 104 110 122 


Cancer. — There were fifty deaths from this cause, two less 
than occurred in 1863. As usual, the largest number was of 
females, there being thirty-one of these to nineteen males. The 
local manifestations of the disease in each case were as fol- 
lows: In breast, 6; uterus, 7; stomach, 6; liver, 4; bow- 
els, 3; throat, neck, rectum, side, leg, and ovaries, one each ; 
unknown seat, 18. ‘The deaths during ten years were as fol- 
lows : — 


YOars... sees 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths .ocsee 23 31 16 29 41 45 57 50 52 50 
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CHoLeRA InrantumM. —The number of deaths thus desig- 
nated is 268 — 74 less than occurred in 1863. There were 
deaths from this cause in each month, with the exception of 
February, March, and May. The deaths during ten years 
were as follows. It will be noticed, that in 1854 the mortal- 
ity from this cause made only 1.84 per cent of all the deaths 
in that year. In 1863, they made 7.27 per cent, and in 1864, 
).24 per cent. EG, 


Years...... 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths ...... a :) Gn) 7 nS ny Sy SY > 
CHOLERA Morsus.—There were fifteen deaths from this dis- 
ease — 8 males and 7 females — 12 less than occurred in 1863. 
The number during eight years was as follows. There were 
none reported in 1856 : — 
ol a eee 1854 1855 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
NW res k is juss ss ve + 23 9 2 9 Gun ea aze 18 
CoNSUMPTION. — The number of deaths from this disease 
was 859 — 424 males and 435 females. ‘This number makes 
16.80 per cent of all the deaths, and is an increase of 64 
compared wlth 1863. The percentage, however, is nearly 
identical with that year. The birthplaces of the decedents are 
given in the following table : — 


Males. |Females.| Totals. 


BOON AE MG UMILEH SEALES 2... cece cccccccccccncccccsccens 156 173 329 
DUN AMOMAIE gala idd eels sascvcccccccccncccenevserccieccs 193 186 379 
OME AGTICRIANE VV ALCSis oes cen cesses cccnceeccsccesecs 11 6 iby) 
‘¢ ~6 British American Provinces.......... Faicretaisieiarsicts oe 20 20 47 
MII IMI SMR Gs vigsaSececnccccocescccccccccscpiccccce 2 ee 2 
¢ Germany and Northern Hurope......cccsscsceses 8 9 17 
RRPMRMGPGIOD. PIACES «60. ccscsceccscccccccccnccs 4 4 8 

Children of Foreign Parents........csccsscccece Terertre 30 30 60 

424 435 859 
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It will be seen by the above, that not less than 61.70 per 
cent of those dying from consumption were foreign born. 
This includes sixty children of foreign parentage. Those born 
in Ireland make 44.12 per cent of the whole number who died 
from this cause, and 71.50 per cent of those that were foreign 
born. Of those born in the United States, there were seven- 
teen more females than males, while among those born in 
Ireland there were seven more males than females. 


Wards. | Deaths. || Wards. | Deaths. Public Institutions. Deaths. 
Massachusetts Hospital... .. 17 
Rainsford Island “ .... - 6 
Deer Island Ot ie se Oe cee a 
City ah ee. ager ae 3 
Institutions at South Boston..| hed 
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The above table shows the deaths in each Ward and in the 
various Hospitals. There was an increase of sixty-three deaths 
in Wards 10, 11, and 12. Over 48 per cent of the deaths 
occurred in Wards 1, 7, 11, and 12. During the preceding 
year, 39.41 per cent of the deaths was in those Wards. There 
were only thirty-six deaths in the Hospitals, a decrease of seven 
compared with 1863. 

The occupations of the males dying from sharp. are 
given in the following table : — 


LabOpersisaias.webacspe ss Pye RS Soe aes 03 | (Paltiters.:.. 5 sven ceraeceennee os sieves 8 
IMiarinerss sttcuie'ss eile oi clas w wis cio ol areeinig oor clp 21, | “LeAmstersicn sesce eee see sisteiee fates ais eas 8 
Soldiers: si ceesecce Sela piols Ce ease ca eottcrstere 20°) Carpenters’... cseeteueeeeeee Soa cess 9 
Clerks ioc). Schjes ste SOCOHOOO SAO apoodeoc 18 |) Machinists <<. c's sasteselsh este enue 6 
PYint@Es «cape «tigpecesioss(eine coe) eann ass 18:,|, Stonecutters . so. sgprtee pete wai ol iD 
"TT HILOBS steelae helaieaeee te Gre sieideeis aisle’ cieielsioioe reeks D3 id} (OLE CRE 50:5 cope s6rssaieiennlemetens Atteclatea oi wanalaie miata 6 
Traders..ceserosses secseceenes cope ceccne 9 | Merchants ....cesccsvees saececees essere 6 


Shoemakers Conereesweeeeeseoses Preeercee 9 Masons Cee eaeoecerocrecvoorsesoeoeesecesocs 5 
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EE a ee een ee 
MEMO De teams eC nes Cua 6s 00 cccp.ccess 
PCS CE WON STEMGBy Ge etiv eds cccsccccccs 
SME MCE aR cee Ninis Veeecddscecosve aes 
Waiters... ..cssreccocsccescccscccevccecs 
eRe ER UNC iidanins os st ccceseneses . 
MMO R IG UM MUREERT Ess cess ccccccccascce 
PROREEM IUGR G RUE Cees es Gece ssces soeee 
TAPP ESE ARGS oi). sisi 53s aseccccccpyccs 
Bs geen yap. 40 bh4 <0 op 00900 
MMM EMU GUEU ee kcpsesicceevdcsseccee 
PUTER UTE eae uecicececsccccccascesce 
MUEMIORUIDUGUN a cnisgdsaechscteccecccccsses 
TO Oe rr oes 
ER OMME estates Vet's cnccccssccss esse 
SEP RUOEGD ic oe cv cscs deere sss Sisaleisic' e's tis 
eee GLGtiaets Cath vase spideleicicige.e dies 0p 0a 
RPE DOE ia dhs ony dy dn oo és od sesccns 
Peet RESUI CH Semicicicnisa cas aaiscsttsesseccece 
MPPREPOLC LAUD Sinicteistete siatasa'<\dip's'ce'e o'c'c s'e's ip o's co's 
NE MUL ALCT sae. cs apie pleisis < sinis's $9» 09:60 58 
MUSEICUI Dis cicletsie s aivicicing ccieke es 6014 <ie,e'c.0/0 0 > 
RIDEICIAN 5 vec caw ecicis oe aaisie’s/apcje,c's)es.<.0'= 53 
MUMS a ovens dees sedouces scccscccece 
Sparmaker Beare, bss bY ee iycs «yy AD 
NE Es iy hs oo os pos nie oy ce 
PIAS DIOW EL waccciececcaccoecess SHCOOUaRG 


Cee eoeeseoeseroreeeevenees 


Trunkmaker. . 


won wo wo dD 


BRP Re HEP De BP ew DW 


— ek 


ray 
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Tela RArort a cian tiicisiat cuiisbupiisctidaiees cel MeL 
HNPTAVErS 5 c.cceccc csc ole <(Siefaie sods AGoounae 4 
Morocco dresser .......c0- Sepondos caade a fa) 
BreWeriss ccone.ss Biete el carcistelsioteienteiersicve scl ce al 
Policeman ..... BOI GCDa eM OGA Gnckiccic como +e 
SUA Leb eeicicleciele lel ele stelslaisiere sleleieielsicicve sieversie tin 
Ship carpenter......scccssesceesssoeeees 1 
Clergyman........ atta) Siaistcke «8. Via/stele elelctele ale | 
BE OILOL i otelein ale oint>'einiewe| sip eis oie piolnla e' Bananpo 8 
TODACCOMISGs(s ssc cinecitc cies cic oeluisicsivesisce ou L 
EVAUCOM « saiele gree e% siavele sieie'e)sisielsieiclsie/oislelaiaie) avon d 
Tinsmith ..... JBiGCDOE douobbecobdosoppe. 1 
PA PCT ETUIED: oe ccc cisjeisisie ciciess sc.s cigeletetee oe/aenn 


Paper carrier .... 


LUXS PES SULA ale cieisievs ciciete cate wlecie este e's eae 
SIUM DER perverse cele e cieicicls carats waveldinieiaecre 5 
PUACIINAT Ne clclele't s oip bina le + de de slate cp eisidietete 
AICTE Nelststaisis ac aveile’s ve ox sislele sibipis(e tis;e/els.« 
Walker seliceccslsisaisicieticce 


PIAHOTOFLO MIAKEE. cccecccccccsesccccses A 


eeeseeeesee200000 


ee OO 


PATEL IMAKEL oes 900,000 009 0.0,0 F stslevets aoune 6 


MP OUGI Sie erate slelelt s sie cleler* ole cic siete eis melaieiaie ciaie 1 
Horseshoer .......... aisisie cia/ieie slalerolcoic/eraie 1 
Peder) icine sles siclelesicaiae sc sso ae ere stave sts il 
TON KCEPer 2. oo occ cpeccceccsosscccce sped 


IN OG: StALEO «scl snc a e376 


Of all the specified occupations, laborers furnish the largest 


number of victims. 


these, making 21.93 per cent of the whole number. 


There were no less than ninety-three of 


Labor- 


ers, mariners, soldiers, clerks, printers, and tailors make 42 


per cent of the whole. 


_ The deaths during the last ten years will be seen by the 


following : — 


1855 
735 


1856 
760 


MGArai ne cerse, 1854 
DGAENS cc cscs (752 


1857 
764 


1864 
859 


1863 
795 


1862 
739 


1861 
134 


1859 
739 


1858 
784 


Conyuusions. — The number of deaths thus reported was 
176 — 84 males and 92 females— making 3.44 per cent of 
the entire mortality. A large portion of these deaths was of 
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children under twelve months old, and are recorded from certi- 
ficates of physicians. or nine years the deaths were : — 


PEAS nis eee sce e ici eels 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
DER L US. ccssaseies sone e 156 128 109 119 119 68 140 158 176 


Croup.—There were 169 deaths from this disease—85 males 
and 84 females — making 3.30 per cent of the whole mortal- 
ity, very nearly the same proportion as the preceding year. 
For nine years, the deaths were : — 


IPOS in wenn oie sisi 3s 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
CAGES irene dessins wes 145 A 1d 121 103 102 84 114 145 169 


DIARRH@A AND DysENTERY. — These diseases caused the 
death of 244 persons —123 males and 121 females — an 
increase of forty-six compared with the preceding year. These 
deaths make 4.77 per cent of the whole mortality. The num- 
ber of deaths from these diseases during the last nine years will 
be seen by the following table. It will be noticed that the © 
largest number of deaths in either of the preceding eight years, 
was in 1854, when there were 203 deaths, making 4.57 of the 
mortality of that year. | 


VGArS: vases aigocee 1854 | 1855 | 1856 | 1857 | 1858 | 1859 | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 
Diarrhoea, cs. «sees cee niecenis 54 22 25 20 29 |, 27 87 | 107] 140 
DY SCNLCLY: ise siaoiseieciasit o's ab siole 149 | 141] 123 84 89 54 63 91 | 104 


DieHTHERIA. — There were 118 deaths from this disease, an 
increase of ten compared with 1863. There is reason to believe 
that some of these cases should have been returned as croup. 
The first case of diphtheria was reported in February 1859, in 
which year there were 19 deaths; in 1862, 46; in 1863, 108; 
and in 1864, 118. It was first reported in New York in 1857. 
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Dropsy (all kinds).— 'The number of deaths thus reported 
was 112 — 58 males and 54 females — the same number that 
was recorded in 1863. ‘The deaths during the last nine years 
were : — 


YOars. cs. cvscsees ‘eee 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths... ...<00. Becece 69 83 78 86 76 103 97 112 112 


Droprsy or Brain.—There were 174 deaths from this cause 
in 1864, a decrease of seven compared with the preceding year, 


and making 3.40 per cent of the whole mortality. For nine 
years the deaths were : — 


PCCATS. ccccis'nje's @p!siereis 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
WGA. cece ccc dees 166 161 152 128 176 154 203 181 174 
Per Cent. .....seceeees 3.73 Ee ety) 3.46 4.05) -tale) 4.925) 3.85 3.40 


The ratio of the deaths to the whole mortality in each of the 
last nine years, it will be observed, does not vary materially 
from year to year, except in 1862, when the mortality from this 
disease made nearly five per cent of all the deaths. 

Eritepsy.—There were eleven deaths thus reported — seven 

,males and four females. In nine years there were : — 


YCars. ccccscevcsceses 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths..ccccccseseces 6 10 10 é 8 4 21 12 11 


ErysreeLas. — The number of deaths thus recorded is 40 — 
24 males and 16 females —an increase of twenty-four com- 
pared with 1863. For nine years the deaths are thus tabu- 
lated : — 
Magen: es lWNdEi eis. 1854 1855 «1856 ««1857«1858«1850 «186218631864 
i Bre 9 26 8k eo kL Oy 16. p40 
Frver, Typnorp, Typuus, anp Brnious.—There were 126 
deaths from causes thus designated, a decrease of eight com- 
pared with 1863. ‘The physicians’ certificates stated the cause 
of death of 107 to be typhoid, 10 typhus, and 9 bilious. The 
males numbered 77, and the females 49. For nine years, the 
deaths were : — 
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Mears.:.. |, 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1362 1863 FOST 


Bilious....... 4 F3 5 8 2 6 6 4 9 
Typhoid...... 64 78 70 83 73 85 74 | 180 107 
4 Wg 0) 00) 38 12 6 3 2 10 

Totals.... | 106 95 81 94. "7 91 so | 134 126 


In the reports for 1859, ’62, and ’63, the deaths from 
typhus and typhoid were embraced under one head. 

FEVER, SCARLET. — The number of deaths from this disease 
was 225, an increase of 95 compared with the preceding 
year — and making 4.40 per cent of the whole mortality. 
The disease was the most fatal in the first four months of the 
year, in which 1384 deaths (or 59.55 per cent of the whole 
number) occurred. Jor ten years the record is, as follows : — 


PVCANS store cieelara 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths-.....3 65 74 362 403 139 142 195 236 130 225 
LCLICEN Gi ees 1.46 1.81 8.51 10.18 3.61 3.79 4.91.) 6672" 92.76"), 8240 


It will be seen that this disease was most severe in 1856 and 
1857. In the former year, the deaths from scarlet fever made 
no less than 10.18 per cent of the whole mortality, and in 
1856, 8.51 per cent. : | 

H=MorrHace. — There were 23 deaths thus reported are 
males and 11 females. It is to ‘be regretted that the nature of 
the bleeding was not stated by the physicians’ certificates. 

Heart Disease. —The number of deaths from this cause 
was 142—70 males and 72. females — an increase of seven 
compared with the preceding year. The number of deaths 


thus reported during ten years was : — 


Years......0. 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths .. ... 83 95 115  -102 «96 107° (97) Se eee 
a  V¥ 
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Homicipes. — There were 10 deaths of this character — 6 
males and 4 females. Jor nine years the deaths were : — 


PRESS asics e dni slamer dels 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
MVOWTIESY sos eoalewincas's 9 14 11 11 10 11 6 9 10 


Hoorrnea Cougu. — Under this head 26 deaths are recorded, 
a decrease of 11 compared with 1863. 

Insanity. — There were 12 deaths thus reported — 6 males 
and 6 females — an increase of eight over the number reported 
during the previous year. They all occurred in the Lunatic 
Hospital, South Boston. The number of these cases during 
seven years will be seen below. There were no deaths reported 


in 1855 and 1856. 


OTS GA CRRA? pe Ae a 1854 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
UOERSNING) 94) ES SI A 1 2 4 3 4 4 12 


INTEMPERANCE. — The number of deaths of this character 
was 55 — 34 males and 21 females — an increase of ten com- 
pared with 1863. ‘The deaths thus reported during ten years 
were, as follows: — 


PEATEs ci csses 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
IGHLDB. 0:09 0's 45 31 36 30 46 36 49 50 45 55 


Kipneys, DisrAsres or. — There were 43 deaths from this 
‘disease, an increase of 18 compared with 1863. The deaths 
from this cause during nine years will be seen below. The 
increase during the last three years is very marked : — 


PECHPS.5 4). 685dL ects 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864: 
Deaths..... ecccccccce 3 11 7 9 7 13 18 25 43 


Liver, Disnases or. — The number of deaths thus reported 
was 39, an increase of three over the number recorded in 1868. 
The uniformity in the number of deaths in nine years is remark- 
able : — 


GETS. aval... dese. 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths. si, .....iceos. 33 33 82 25 31 29 32 32 35 
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Lunes, Diseases or. — The number of deaths from diseases 
of the lungs is 895 — 211 males and 184 females — an increase 
of 51 over the number reported in 1863. The deaths from this 
class of diseases make 7.72 per cent of the entire mortality. 
The preceding year they made 7.32 per cent. For nine years 
the deaths were : — 


NY CUD cieces vale Apoa4 1854 | 1855 | 1856 | 1857 | 1858 1863 | 1864 
Inflammation of Lungs........ 200 |° 203 |} 240:) 211 '| 195 261 | 292 
Consestion of \/ <)hiaiccrasae 9 17 18 22 37 68 90 
Disease of COM indies 8 tre 1 6 3 1 2 ali 13 

Totals, pease teeter 260 | 226| 261] 234] 234 344 | 395 
Per CONGuaeic ees cceleinaciele oe 5.85 | 5.53 | 6.13 | 5.91 | 6.09 252 Widedc 


MarrormMation. — There were 12 deaths thus recorded — 
7 males and 5 females. ‘There were but 5 in 1863. 

Marasmus.—The number of deaths thus classed was 119 — 
62 males and 57 females —a decrease of 19 compared with the 
preceding year. These deaths make 2.32 per cent of the whole 
mortality. For ten years there were the following : —_ 


Years... .cccee 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths ...... 106 79 89 71 99 83 94 96 138 119 


Mnastrs. — There were 46 deaths from measles — an in- 
creas of 39 compared with 1863. 

Oup Acs. — The deaths from old age during the year num- 
ber 79 — 25 males and 54 females —15 less than were 
recorded in 1863. ‘The number for ten years are as fol- 


lows2:—— 
Years....ss.. 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859. 1861 1862 1863. »1864 
Deaths .s+.-- 84 81 B7 61 92 78 67 81 94 79 


PaRAtysis.—There were 63 deaths thus reported—35 males 
and 28 females. or ten years the number of deaths were as 


follows :— 


YEars..ccesee 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
coccce 43 33 39 38 - 48 Gl ee 59 66 63 


| 
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PERITONITIS. — The number of deaths from peritonitis was 


25 — 9 males and 16 females — one more than was recorded in 


1863. Undoubtedly a more specific report of some of the 
females would have shown the the cause of death to be 
puerperal peritonitis. 

PREMATURE Birt. — There were 49 deaths thus reported 
— 29 males and 20 females — a decrease of 12 compared with 
1863. 

SuicipE. — There were 13 deaths of this character — 12 
males and one female —an increase of four over the previous 
year. or ten years, with the exception of 1854 and 1863, 
the deaths by self-infliction were very uniform, as will be seen 
by the following : — 

2 ae ee 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths ...... Me 30 19 6 Ps 3B yore a: 

Smatipox.—The number of deaths from this disease was 
113 — 67 males and 46 females — an increase of 102 compared 
with 1863. The deaths during ten years are given below : — 
Years........ 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1861 1862 1863 1864 
Deaths....... 118 18678 2 Men AES PieM/ AAI Pyige sed gyi 118 

Sore Toroat.— The deaths thus designated have been 
variously reported by physicians. They embrace all returned 
as laryngitis, &c. ‘The number recorded in 1864 was 32 — 
18 males and 14 females —a decrease of four from the preced- 
ing year. 
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1864, ' 1868. 

Under 1 year...... 1075 || Being.... 21.03 Percent.|| 994 Belgas ~«e 21.15 Percent, 
‘1to5 years...... 1116 rei eine Bech od 1038 1 sp aie. HBS D Des BPE 
igutopaliy 2 Bape 270 NT aeien | as 84s) 2 207 ee Aria chil) we 
16/015 Fe? NY 88 Wim Re 1 2 te wees 62 fe ee ee 
150 RO PFET aeaee 144 Mh area eapienh aS 151 ee dis oe RES iG 
OO ea OF Gaoaad 548 COP Westy aha oe 469 66a omiehO nOO es 
SOMO AO mE ease es 522 tT les eth Osan “ 516 CS see OOS ad 
40 tO HOS aes s 406 SN Ca) ees Pp & 436 COPE, lene OR *e 
eG) BAB BSoE 327 $C. setae 4 0000 ee 294 ch Snive Mees Oke 
COMO Ov Lane caaer 290 SN ay 2 oes WY 241 cagre ade 6 
Aa) eo LO BEsecc 207 ter Tose 00 ce 180 fC sino peach ase 3 
200 00 68a scene 96 sere iss Vo 90 ee eeu et, gee ees 
90 to 100 ...... gota ic Gee Begg ye ai || Cael || Feat xe 

5111 99.95 Per cent. || 4699 99.97 Per cent. 


The mortality during the several periods given in the above 
table differs very little from that of the preceding year, except 
in the period between 40 and 50. In 1864, 7.94 per cent of 
the deaths occurred between those ages, while in 1863 the 
deaths then amounted to 9.27 per cent of the mortality. 

It may be interesting to notice a comparison of the mortality 
of children under one year old at periods when Boston was far 
less populous than now, with that of the present time. The 
following table embraces all who died under one year of age in 
each year from 1818 to 1825 inclusive, and from 1836 to 1844 
(with the exception of 1838), together with the percentage of 
the deaths to the whole mortality of each year respectively : — 
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YEARS. Mortality. |Under 1 year. Per cent. 
ere 925 126 13.62 
DE Sn 8 A 981 4] 4.18 
eee I sat wives cle cc leceeses 1,014 68 6.70 
UCP Oe RS Se aaaaenee 1,304 68 5.21 
Vie ee, 6 ee ee SA er 1,088 49 4.50 
(le ote dt GOCE 1,046 51 4.87 
Dy RA 1,206 108 8.95 
1825 «20s saccesccccvccccsegsoeecs 1,350 134 9.86 
BBSG 9 le eae s cee e OO RESO eI 1,648 250 15.17 
Deed Wisld Sa sigg Gian 016 p Sng a o'g ne -ls' es 1,440 292 20.28 
Oe eye it ae 1,722 170 9.87 
DOS wale acs ene ee cds Gicaccaaeese 1,841 259 14.06 
Peete eine site @ 6 aia s ia,e soo pe cece 1,783 226 12.60 
PEM eae Goi siete ss se cece a ileces 2,260 305 13.49 
Bema eee aye ee oct cc weee 2,008 240 13.44 
ee Ree Sie lak vic tele esc eccis voce 2,054 208 10.12 


It will be observed, that in only one year — 1837 — did the 
mortality among children under one year approach the ratio of 


. deaths at the same age at the present time. In 1819, 1822, 


and 1823, the deaths of children of that age were less than five 
per cent of the whole mortality of each of those years respec- 
tively. From 1840, the ratio, with occasional variations, has 
been gradually increasing, until, at the present time, it amounts 
to more than 21 per cent. Can there be any satisfactory reason 
assigned for the fact, that in a series of years, from 1819 to 
1825, the ratio of deaths of children under one year should be 
as low as 4.18 per cent (and never reaching 10 per’ cent), 
while in 1864 it should exceed 21? 
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Wards.|Dths-| Per ct.|| Wards.| Dths.| Per ct. Public Institutions. Dths.| Per ct. 
Tastee a h07 | Wi f68 Zeese | 426 8.33 || Massachusetts Hospital. | 126 |) 
Deets 452 8.841} 8.... | 348 6.80 || City Hospital......2..... +7 
Sis eiavees 455 8.90 Oates 6 266 5-20 ||| Deer Island... wees bh aerate 37 ‘ 
6.3 

etc 103 DOU LO cette | mead 7.31 || Rainsford Island ........ 70 
Giaces 258 5.04 |} 11.... | 607 9.91 || Dis. Soldiers?’ Home..... Pye 
Gaieces 255 5.00 || 12.... | 746} 14.591| Institutions at S. B...... 7) 

4,787 | 93.61 824 


It will be observed that there were 1,850 deaths — or 36.19 
per cent.of the whole number—in Wards 1, 11, and 12. 
During the preceding year, the percentage of deaths in those 
Wards was 36.73 per cent. The mortality in the several hospi- 
tals was 6.33 per cent, a slight increase compared with 1863. 


STILL BIRTHS. 


b. 
Males. Females. |. Unknown. 
e) ALTATY, «eke ois okie lalels ose a ste ope hoe ene 15 18... 2 
Pebruary, sG5's [P65 vie eves Paolo eis y C6 we 21 10 1 
March tei. oe ee eae see cle GOR coeeis tiaras v2 14 
APTile sees eee ee sree eter eeee cence etre eens 14 i 1 
IMB Yee bis 9's oj © nieih sibs 26 nic eae on reese 23 6 2 
Ari he ee Eee ke oir cnt! 16 8 4 
July..... ee re ELS PMD LPL 28 8 1 
Pc ea Gh it topes as ne 17 sinks vas 
Septem bere aWad g's > ocjas aves aye ce ene tt 9 
Octoberieses oon ale oh eee 8 ttt te ee eee ee ; 14 16 
Nove neMee ae ee ne baletetyts «dies 15 9 ity Pye 
Decemberies SHO, AEG Se ff 21 8 3 
. 
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The number of stillborn children reported during the year 
was 351 —a decrease of ten from the number recorded in the 
preceding year. ‘The sex of sixteen was unknown. ‘The great 
preponderance of males over females will not escape notice. 

The parentage of the children was, as follows: American, 
100; foreign, 205 — (of these 150 were Irish) ; — unknown, 
6. There were six twin births. 


XI. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND DEATHS 
RECORDED IN 1864. 


Months. Births. Marriages. | Intentions.| Deaths. 

PE eee ce cdc cass oes 393 254 264 462 
on anda ai 323 219 201 429 
RIAN Se Gh Stee < Sitnatsip nis's ole e + 435 170 195 416 
Oe, ae Ge ee 382 240 283 458 
May. cece ccccsevcccsscerces 380 256 248 379 
June > fort ee SA 391 208 211 376 
UO Se oa, 5s» 393 224 233 448 
AUCUSE 05.22 0c0c0e Bites %.n he 458 203 237 518 
SOMEOMIDEr vases scene seese 434 250 275 454 
PMOUOUIE a als biewele Giiic,elnlos so 5 0's's 472 255 281 401 
November.....---.es-eeecees 443 284 287 378 
PRISM DOT eo sia wnkic gan scce cess . 488 173 245 392 

4992 2736 2960 5111 


INTERMENTS. — The number of interments in this city dur- 
ing the year was 504— an increase of 119 compared with 
1863. Of these, 265 were placed in tombs in the City proper, 
133 at South Boston, and 106 at East Boston. In addition to 
these, the bodies of 99 persons who died elsewhere, were buried 
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here, making the whole number of interments 603. During the 
same period, 242 bodies were disinterred, and removed to other 
places. . 


INFANTILE MORTALITY. 


The most striking fact in last year’s mortality (as indeed in 
those of several years past) is the large number of deaths 
among children under five years of age. This feature is not 
peculiar to Boston, but is witnessed, to a greater or less extent, 
in all populous cities. So common and unvarying has been this 
great mortality among children, that the impression has become 
very general that the result is not an unnatural one, but is what 
might be reasonably expected. If a reason were asked for this 
popular mpression, something would be said regarding climate, 
exposure, heat, cold, cleanliness, &c., but accompanied with such 
a manifest unacquaintance with the whole subject as to startle 
every one who sincerely believes that no necessity exists that 43 _ 
per cent of the deaths should: be of children under five years of 
age. There has long been much speculation regarding this 
lamentable waste of life, and, as might have been expected, 
great diversity of opinion has prevailed. Differences have not 
been so great regarding its proximate causes as its remote, or 
superinducing ones. At the same time, with all this diversity, 
so fully and freely expressed, little of a practical character has 
been suggested as a remedy. In the mean time, the fearful 
mortality continues, year after year, eliciting, with equal regu- 
larity the same wondering remarks, followed; in the same 
manner, by general indifference and forgetfulness. 

A glance at the tables in this Report will show that the exces- 
sive mortality among young children occurs in overcrowded and 
badly ventilated houses, or in neighborhoods where: little or 
nothing -has been done to ensure proper drainage, cleanliness, 
and a sufficiency of light and ventilation. 

Light, air, and cleanliness are the three great conservators of 
health. The absence of either causes disease, and, sooner or 
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later, death. The means or methods by which a proper distri- 
bution of these three great elements of life shall be effected, are 
of the first importance, and should receive the most considerate 
attention from those to whose hands is entrusted a work which 
so deeply affects the moral and physical well-being of a com- 
munity. ‘The clearer this fact is seen, and the more fully it is 
appreciated, the more thorough and complete will be the 
machinery put in motion to insure the desired result. 

The tenements occupied by a large portion of the population, 
constructed as they are in localities the least favorable for 
health and comfort, and designed, it would seem, mainly to 
produce the greatest possible income, at the smallest possible 
outlay, are little better than so many pest houses. Very many 
of them seem to have been planned with a view to keep out 
both light and air, and are, moreover, so crowded with 
human beings as to render cleanliness almost an impossibility. 
Without light, organic bodies cannot attain to perfect develop- 
ment. ‘hey may continue for an uncertain period; but such 
an existence is life without growth, and exhibiting the charac- 
- teristics of rapid decay. Deprive a dwelling of light, and the 
eyes of those who inhabit it become dim and. expressionless ; 
their countenances become pale and sickly; their chests com- 
pressed, and their limbs shrivelled. They soon become stran- 
gers to all joyous emotions, and are constantly disturbed by 
dismal fears and gloomy forebodings. When such is the result 
of the absence of light on those who are so unfortunately 
debarred from its natural use, it cannot be deemed strange that 
death should be a frequent visitor to their dwellings. 

The want of air, or ventilation, is still more disastrous, if 
possible, than a lack of light; but most pitiable is the condition 
of those who are deprived of both. 

It is comparatively within a brief period that much attention 
has been bestowed on the subject of ventilation. Churches, 
halls, and all other public buildings, as well as dwellings, were 


formerly constructed with little regard to ventilation. The 
6 : 
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necessity of pure air was indeed admitted ; and the open door or 
window was’ sometimes made to allow a stray current to find 
ingress, provided no testy rheumatic individual happened to be 
in the way ; but no provision was made to convey the foul air 
off, except by the same channel that the good secured its 
entrance. Latterly, however, this subject has received greater 
attention, and now every genteel residence, and every public 
building, is constructed on the most scientific principles, and 
with the strictest regard to health. But, unfortunately, this 
improvement does not affect the great mass of the people in 
their homes, and each yearly report of the mortality exhibits 
the consequence. 

In 1840, a Committee of the British House of Commons was 
appointed to ‘* Report on the Health of Towns.” The import- 
ance of ventilation was shown by the evidence laid before the 
Committee. The medical witnesses stated, that ‘‘ scrofulous 
diseases were the result of bad ventilation ; and that in the case of 
silk weavers, who pass their lives in a more close and confined 
atmosphere than almost any other class of people, their children 
are peculiarly subject to scrofula and softening of the brain.” 
Most of the witnesses expressed their conviction that a deterio- 
ration of the race undoubtedly occurs among those most 
exposed to vitiated atmospheres, the result of defective ventila- 
tion; and they pronounce their emphatic opinion, that such a 
condition of things deadens both the mental and bodily energies. 
Dr. James Johnson, in his ‘‘ Diary of a Philosopher,” and Dr. 
Kay, in his work on ‘* Asphyxia,” speak, in strong terms, of 
the injurious effects of poisonous gases incident to defective 
ventilation. Indeed, it would be difficult to exaggerate the 
dangers that surround those who are compelled to inhabit 
abodes where they are obliged to breathe, over and over again, 
the same impure and fetid air. It can surprise no one, who 
will take the trouble to reflect, that these places should furnish 
such abundant harvests of death. Exposed from the earliest 
infancy to an impure atmosphere, where they contract habits 
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that naturally grow out of, and thrive in such condition, it need 
not surprise the most careless thinker that children: thus born, 
and thus existing, should die before they had barely begun to 
live. 

The question now arises, Is there a remedy for this shocking 
state of things? and if so, What is it? It seems there is but 
one answer to these questions. Not in education, which some 
appear to consider as the great panacea for all the ‘é ills that 
flesh is heir to ;” not in instructing, merely, those who are the 
greatest sufferers, by demonstrating to them that disease and 
deatlt inevitably follow a persistent disregard of the laws of 
health ; for such attempts will result as similar attempts have 
always resulted, in perfect indifference and apathy. The an- 
swer is, in a rigid oversight and control of the erection of all 
dwellings. It may be a question in the minds of some, how 
far public authorities may intervene in such a matter; but 
surely no principle is better established, or more strongly forti- 
fied by safe precedents, than that all private rights and privi- 
leves may be subordinated to the public weal. In other words, 
the State may, for its own safety and welfare, employ whatever 
means may seem best calculated to secure that end. In 
accordance with that right, she puts in operation the most 
elaborate and costly educational machinery, and requires that 
the child shall use it, not, indeed, solely for the individual 
benefit of the child, but for the good of the whole community, 
of which the child forms a part, — wisely considering, more- 
over, that it is far cheaper (apart from the moral side of the 
question), to build schoolhouses than prisons and penal insti- 
tutions. By the same right towns and cities invade private 
interests to open highways and streets for the public good, 
abate nuisances, remove persons infected with contagious or 
dangerous maladies, require the walls of buildings to be of 
proper strength, and constructed of suitable materials. Now, 
it would not be an indefensible exercise of this right, if ope 
further step were taken, so that, hereafter, no dwelling-house 
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should be erected unless furnished with means of ventilation, 
and provided with proper drainage. 

That the large mortality among children is primarily owing 
to causes alluded to above there can be little reasonable doubt ; 
-and until such or similar means are employed to remedy the 
evil, no state or city, in which such a condition of things 
exists, fully performs its whole duty to its subjects. On 
economic grounds alone, every healthy person, as consumer 
and producer, adds so much to the material wealth of the 
State; and by parity of reasoning, the death of one such 
person is, to that extent, a subtraction from its wealth. HEvery 
child until old enough to work, is simply a consumer, and adds 
but partially to the aggregate wealth. It is, therefore, of the 
first importance that he should live and become a producer 
also. 

Respectfully submitted, 


N. A. APOLLONIO. 


Ciry REGISTRAR’s OFFICE, Boston, May 1, 1865. 
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REPORT. 


To tHe Crry Covuncit: 


The undersigned has the honor of submitting his Annual 
Report of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in the City of 
Boston during the year 1865. The ordinary duties of the 
office, and the time and labor required to prepare a document 
of this character, have prevented an earlier presentation of this 
Report. 

The City Registrar is required to report to the City Council 
annually “a statement of the number of births, intentions of 
marriages entered according to law, of marriages solemnized, 
and of deaths recorded during the previous year, with such 
other information and suggestions in relation thereto, as he may 
deem useful.” It has been in accordance with his duties as thus 
specified, that the undersigned has not, from year to year, 
confined his efforts to a mere statement of statistical facts, but 
has indulged in those comments and suggestions which have 
seemed to him calculated to awaken at least some interest in a 
matter of undoubted public concern, and which was of far more 
value than many were accustomed to assign to it. However 
dry or inexpressive statistics of the character contained in this 
report may appear to some, it is true, nevertheless, that all 
measures initiated for the physical welfare and comfort of a 
community are based on data furnished by them. It is a 
singular question, therefore, that is sometimes asked by men 
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who claim to be intelligent, “What is the use of these 
statistics?” It would be more in accordance with common 
sense to ask, “ What is the use of anything without them?” 


BIRTHS. 


The number of births in 1865 shows a marked increase over 
the number recorded in 1864. While this is a gratifying result, 
the birthrate still falls considerably below what the population 
of Boston should exhibit. In a city of nearly 200,000 inhab- 
itants, and so wealthy and prosperous as Boston confessedly is, 
in a material point of view, the births should unquestionably 
reach a larger number than has been recorded during a series 
of years past. Whether this deficiency be viewed in connection 
with the large number of persons of a marriageable age 
remaining single; or of the possible desire of those already 
married to avoid, for any reason, the natural increase of their 
families; or, on the other hand, whether immigration is the 
cause, by swelling the aggregate of the population with more 
proportionate rapidity than marriages are formed, the question 
is thereby made an exceedingly interesting one, and not unde- 
serving, on many accounts, of serious consideration. — 

The number of births during the year, was 5,275 — 2,722 
males, and 2,553 females —an increase of 283 compared with 
the preceding year. By the census taken by the city at the 
close of last year, preparatory to the new division of the wards, 
the population was ascertained to be 192,324. According to 
this census, the births in 1865 were as one in 36.46 of the 


population. In 1860, the United States census gave the popula- 


tion as 177,840. The births in that year were 5,765, showing 
one birth to 30.84 of the population, a considerable difference 
in favor of that year over 1865. In 1850, ten years earlier, 
the population of Boston was 138,881. The births in that 
year were 5,279, exhibiting the proportion as one in 26.30. It 
will thus be seen, that while the population has been uniform 


ae 
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in its growth, the natural increase has been diminishing relatively 
with equal uniformity. 

For the last seventy years, the birthrate has been diminishing 
throughout the United States. The highest birthrate is found in 
the Territory of Utah, and in the States of Oregon, Iowa, Min- 
nesota, Missouri, Texas, Illinois, Kansas, and Arkansas, in the 
order in which these States are named; and the lowest in New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, Connecticut, California, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, and Louisiana. 

The following table, copied from the national census of 1860, 
shows the proportion of births to the population of several 
foreign countries, which may be interesting to some. Of course 
no just comparison can be made between the city of Boston, or 
even the State of Massachusetts, and the populous countries 
enumerated below, as numerous facts, dissimilar in their nature, 
and connecting circumstances, require consideration to render 
the comparison of much practical value. 


POPULATION TO ONE BIRTH ANNUALLY. 


eeenemile srs sie 20.05  Denmatk. . . «+. EVLA Tinted yarl ee 5. 6 ky casio 30.06 
HGUUS A Ais <i le! 6 s,s) 26.50 FTANOVEL ss > te) so ° » 32.66 Belgium 2... .34.33 
GRUIMATIRG ss s. 6100. 3 DGS, A WEGCTY 5 6 co. ese 556 32.00 4) KETAUCE «of 4 0.40 eehs Oslo 
BANIOIAn rans els «| 6 321.02 IDaVvaligmues tse oe cmey ss 29.22 


Norway .......31.64 Netherlands ..... 30,00 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that the birthrate in France 
is much lower than in any of the countries enumerated, a result 
not to be wondered at in a country possessing its peculiar social 
characteristics. 
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I. BIRTHS IN 1865. NATIVITY OF PARENTS, 
Both parents born in United States .. . . 2 .+«-2.20 © 0 0 0.0 0 0 ¢ @ oie ieee ane 


‘¢ C Einglan@sis56 0 0 + 0s © 0 0 se 0 0 6 6» « 0: of engmn ty nn 

te A) Treland. iss, aise 2 0)» 2 !e's\0's 6 pw 0 co ie Onan nee 

ne SRM COLLATIC Ue cutingts Rotne bret site irsie ells isinsiieu eu sine 2:0 1s coven oltehieliedte manne 

ue ‘¢ “British American Provinces. .......e.2«s oe: 0) of oh aE 

We 66 AP OPIMANY vole! Sate! ys nile bolo Lngictes sc Pre sy co ok aE 

of “Unmixed foreign*® ..... «00 0 © 6 oe 6 6 te ikerieia is item amine 

ce eT IMIXedMOrelenc! lees sls) velivi teens PMP rs A Gh cee 
Father born in United States, mother foreign. ... » POR Py eee. «Yeats, Lie SEE 
‘¢ foreign, mother United States ...... recone OS - 3824 
“United States, mother unknown... ...22-eesessees oo sik eater oumre iam 3 
(unknown, mother United) States). 51.1.) cc = ‘oe |! 0) @ a: othe one nnene mn <ite rR Oey 

‘*" "foreign, mother HNKNOWN « % <4. se 6 6 = 6 6.6 6 6 Sieh eles oie Fe tone ietetie 4 

“© unknown, mother foreign . . .. 2022s eee ow 0 0 6. © el 16 te eer nae ea 
Both unknown .--«.e-eee sWeWietiotle Wel oieste Weta tests Gato ted-attoiomte «0h 6 ecard! Naito mimRELE 
"Hotal Giietenievclted «ne Siew be seeks Helse, eihel el wim iehot Ke hssihe tei meamaemne 2 « 60,275 


* Both parents from the same country. 
+ The parents in each instance from different countries. 


The above table shows that the number of children born 
whose parents were both natives of the United States, was 
1,306, — an increase of 44 compared with the preceding year — 
making 24.75 per cent of all the births. This ratio of children 
of native parentage is less than it was in 1864, when it was 
25.28 per cent of the whole increase of that year. 

The births of children of Irish parents in 1864 made 40 
per cent of the whole number; while in 1865 this class had 
increased to 43.35 per cent. 7 

The number of births where both parents were foreign born 
(including half of those recorded as unknown) was 3,255, or 
61.70 per cent of the whole number. The number of instances 
where the fathers only were foreign born, was 3,568, making no 
less than 67.92 per cent, showing, that only 32 per cent of the 
fathers were American born. 

The number of children whose mothers were foreign born | 
(including, also, half of those recorded as unknown), was 3,095, 
or 68.15 per cent of the whole number. 

The whole number of instances in which one or both parents 
were foreign born, was 3,941, or 74.71 per cent of all the 
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births. In the preceding year, this class made 68 per cent; 
and in 1863, 76.59 per cent. 

The foregoing facts exhibit very sladaly that so far as the 
natural increase is concerned, Boston is very far from being a 
native American city. This yearly increased infusion of foreign 
blood has served to awaken some not very well-defined appre- 
hensions in many minds, lest Boston should altogether lose the 
characteristics of an American city, and become in habits, 
feelings, and affinities, essentially foreign. This apprehension 
would appear wholly groundless if those cherishing it would 
reflect, that those who are born here are as truly and naturally 
American in love of country and local attachments, even though 
their parents were born beyond the seas, as those whose pride 
it is that their ancestors came over in the Mayflower, or 
companioned with the Cavaliers of Virginia and the Carolinas. 

The births in each quarter will be seen by the following: 


MONTHS. BIRTHS. MONTHS. BIRTHS. MONTHS. BIRTHS. MONTHS. BIRTHS. 


EADY Tle te n< 430 July.... 440 October. . 422 
May... = 385 August. . 453 November 488 
June, . < » 386 September 409 December 465 


January. . 
February . 
March... 


1,201 1,302 1,375 


The greatest number of births occurred in the first quarter, 
and the least in the second. In 1864, the largest number oc- | 
curred in the last quarter, and the least number in the first. 

_ The following table shows the number and percentage of the 
births in each quarter of the last four years: 
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1862. 1863. 
NO. PERCENT. NO. PERCENT. 
1st Quarter | 1,354 25.75 1,330 25,31 
2d Quarter | 1,249 | 23.75 || 1,819 | 25.10 
8d Quarter | 1,324 | 25.18 || 1,815 | 25.02 
4th Quarter] 1,831 | 25.31 || 1,291 | 24.57 
5,258 | 99.99 5,255 | 100.00 


1864. 

NO. PERCENT. 
1,151 | 23.05 
1,153 | 23.10 
1,285 | 25.74 
1,403 | 28.08 
4,992 | 99.97 


1865. 

NO. PERCENT. 
1,397 | 26.48 
1,201 | 22.76 
1,302 | 24.68 
1,375 | 26.06 
5,275 | 99.98 


The following table gives the births and population in each 
ward, together with the ratio of births to the population of each 


ward: 


WARDS. POPULATION. 


17,997 
20,572 
12,938 
6,554 
11,733 ° 
12,188 
14,280 
12,315 
12,006 
15,238 
27,140 
29,363 


10. ONO) TO 7.6 v6" Chex ie 
11. oeoe ef ee @ @ 
12. oeooeerv#wkseee 


. 192,324 


BIRTHS. 


538 
696 
393 
69 
268 
215 
393 
309 
811 
399 
671 
1,013 


5,275 


RATIO. 


1 in{33.45 
1“ 20,58 
1 ‘, 32.92 
1“ 95,00 
1“ 43,78 
1“ 56.69 
1“ 36.38 
1“ 39.85 
1“ 38.58 
1“ 38.19 © 
1“ 40.04 
1“ 28,98 


1 in 36.46 


The above table exhibits several interesting facts. 


In Ward 


4, where there is a population of 6,554, (or 3.40 per cent of 
that of the whole city,) there was only one birth to each 95 of 


the population, making only 1.30 per cent of all the births. 


In 


Ward 2 (Hast Boston) the population is 20,572 (10.69 per 


a 
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cent). The births there were 696—413.19 per cent of the 
whole number. Ward 6, with a population of 12,188 (6.33 per 
cent of the whole city), has only 215 births, or 4.07 per cent of 
all the births. Ward 11, whose population is 27,140 (14.11 
per cent) had 671 births, making 12.72 per cent of all born. 
Ward 12 presents the most favorable condition of all the wards. 
The population of this ward is 29,363, making 15.26 per cent 
of the entire population of the city. The births were 1,013, 
making 19.20 per cent of all the births. 

The number of colored children born was 64,—35 males 
and 29 females, — making 1.21 per cent of all the births. The 
colored population is 2,627, or 1.36 of the whole population. 
These births are in the ratio of one birth to each 41.05 of the 
colored population. The following is a comparative statement 
of the colored births, marriages and deaths, with the ratio of 
the same to the colored population : 


Births, Ratio. Marriages, Ratio. Deaths. Ratio, 
64 41.05 68 38.63 87 30.19 


Compare with the above a similar statement of the white 
population : 


Births. Ratio. Marriages, Ratio. Deaths. Ratio. 
§,211 36.40 2,659 31.34 4,454 42.59 


It will be seen by the above that the colored births were 
in the ratio of one birth to 41.05 of the colored population. 
Among the whites the ratio was 1 in 36.40. At the same time 
the marriages among the first-named class were 1 in 38.63, 
while among the whites they were only 1 in 71.34. Lastly, the 
colored deaths were in the ratio of 1 to 30.19 of the colored 
population, while the ratio among the whites was 1 to 42.49. 
Compared with the preceding year, the colored births show an 
increase of 17, the marriages a decrease of 16, and the deaths 


a diminution of 28. 
2 
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II. TWIN BIRTHS. 


Both Male and 


BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS. Both Male. nee, rao 

Both parents born in United States. . 2. .escescecvee 5 4 oie Wet wike 
4 ce Rees (ATOUBED cies iellsce olehe cess hee a. 4 6 9 
ss t Ko FENIAN cae siete eo. sce 6 6 evel «| « .¢ .6the 0) \iein ncn 1 

Se te KCC MCLOLINAN Vint sets volts felis Hell sae teller ets 38 os isle te | ol ketee teeta 
ce os “© British American Provinces 2%. \s vie} «+ ».« | «samen 2 
ek a3 OF RO TtalYy fe oe lieteliass o/s) se sie se » 0 sus ial ie «igen c 

a Be EC ERS SOMO Gite ale «046s 16 ho. ae ael in fe. o/h ate, 8 Tee Z SLE 
Father United States, mother British American Provinces . 1 wrie Ue wlantiie 1 

‘* Scotland, mother United States. . 2... eee 1 oa 0 «© [eve naialite 
ey Mngland, mother Ireland «). <.c1s «<0 0 sf <ietere | a Ate ce ue deen 1 

‘¢ Prussia, mother United States . .. 1.22 eco 1 oe 2 9 te tes) eae 

© ~=6British American Provinces, mother Ireland . ...|..+s.-e-. 1 > eens 

‘¢ ‘West Indies, mother United States ......2.e. 1 2 @) elie. oi) satelteihelrs 


‘¢ ~=United States, mother 


eee @ ee @ 8 © ¢ 6.0 @ | 8 @ 8 © 0 |. 686 16 8 6 8 eee 


Sandwich Islands 2 @ fe) Ce Ve! 'e!-6- AO sR 1S Fer 6 OL 6.76 OLS 68 6 © 2 FAO a Ce eee. 1 
16 12 16 
Total Ss 2@ 6 © (e fe, .0) 6 e516 6) 6 ele 6 be ee. © 6. 'e 44. 


Of the 44 instances of twin births, 19 were children of Irish 
parents. In 16 instances both children were males; in 12, 
both were females; and in 16, one was male and the other 
female. There was one case of triplets — one was a male, one 
a female, the other, sex unknown; both parents were Irish. In 
1864 there were 37 twin births; and in 1863, 49, and one case 
of triplets. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages recorded during the year was 
2,727, a decrease of nine compared with the preceding year. 
The marriages in each quarter may be seen in the following 
table : 


Se 
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MONTHS. MAR’GES. MONTHS. MAR’GES. MONTHS. MAR’GES. MONTHS. MAR’GES. 


January . 245 April... 195 July ... 234 October. . 256 
February . 253 May ..-. 230 August. . 228 November 300 
March .. 119 JUNC! si)". 215 September 250 December 202 


617 640 712 758 


Compared with 1864, there was an increase in 1865, during 
the first quarter, of 26, during the second, 64, while in the third 
quarter there was a decrease of 35, and in the fourth, of 46. 
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By an examination of the above table, the following facts will 
be gathered: 


The number of marriages in which both parties were born in 
the United States was 1063, (including half of those recorded 
as unknown,) making 38.98 per cent of all the marriages. The 
number in which both parties were foreign born was 1190, or - 
43.63 per cent, showing an excess in favor of foreign marriages ~ 
of considerably more than 4 per cent. 

The number of foreign born grooms who married native bor 
brides was 252 only, making 9.24 per cent of the whole number ; 
while, on the other hand, the number of native born grooms who 
married foreign born brides was only 219, making 8.03 per cent. 

The number of grooms born in Boston was only 319, making 
11.70 per cent of all the grooms, or 24.94 per cent of all the 
native born grooms. ‘Those born in Massachusetts make 24.45 
per cent of the whole number, and 52.15 per cent of the native 
born. The New England element is represented by 1106 
erooms, making 40.55 per cent of all the grooms. 

The number of grooms born in other States of the Union was 
only 173, 6.34 per cent of the whole number, and 13.52 per 
cent of the native born. 

The whole number of native born brides was 1309, making 
48 per cent of the entire number. Those born in New Eng- 
land number 1223, making 44.84 per cent. 

The number of marriages where both parties were born in 
Ireland was 725, making 26.58 per cent of the whole number, 
or 60 per cent of all the marriages where foreign born grooms 
- married foreign born brides. The number of Irish born erooms 
was 867, 31.79 per cent of all the grooms. The Irish born 
brides number 920, 33.73 per cent of all the brides. During 
the preceding year the Irish born grooms were 799, or 29.20 
per cent of the whole number of grooms of that year, and the 
Trish born brides were about in the same proportion as last 
year, the number being 909, or 33.22 per cent, 
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IV. MARRIAGES— AGES AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF THE GROOMS. 3 i } s 
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The above table shows, that 49 of the grooms were under 21 
years of age when married. Such parties are required by law 
to furnish the Registrar with the written consent of their 
parents, or guardians, (if there be such,) before a license to 
marry can be granted. No little vigilance is necessary in the 
performance of this duty, as a considerable number of both 
sexes present themselves as candidates for matrimony, armed 
with every imaginable plea, and prepared for any misrepresenta- 
tion to secure the requisite document. Three of these grooms 
were only 18 years of age; 14 were 19; and 32 were 20 years 
old. There were ten instances in which both parties were 
minors, that is, the grooms were under 21 years of age, and the 
brides under 18. 

The number of brides under the legal age (18 years) was 64 
— six less than were married in 1864. Of this number, four 
were 15 years of age; eleven, 16; and forty-nine, 17 years of 
age. Of the four youngest brides, one married a groom of 24; 
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another, one of 22; the third, a minor of 20, and the fourth, a 
youth of 18, the last being the youngest couple married. 

The number of grooms between 21 and 25 years of age was 
173, or 28.34 per cent of the whole number. During the 
preceding year, the grooms of this age made 29.86 per cent of 
all the grooms of that year. The number of grooms between 
25 and 30 was 956, or 35.05 per cent. In 1864, the number 
at this age was 890, making 32.52 per cent of the whole number. 

It will also be seen that three of the minor grooms married 
brides who were between 25 and 30 years of age. Of those 
who had not reached their 25th year, eighteen married brides 
who had left their 30th year a considerable distance behind. 
Four fearless young men, not having reached their 30th year, 
united themselves to brides, who had not only passed their 40th 
year, but had made decided progress towards the half century 
point of their existence. Two other grooms, some distance on 
the sunny side of 40, took, for better or worse, as their brides, 
those who were rapidly approaching their 60th year. Of the 
13 grooms who were over 60 years of age, one fastidiously 
selected a bride under 30; and three others, those who were 
between 30 and 40. Of the four venerable grooms who were 
between 70 and 80, one married a bride who was under 40; 
two, brides who were between 40 and 50, and one, a bride 
between 50 and 60. 

There were 59 instances in which both parties were black, or 
mulatto; one, in which the groom was black and the bride 
Indian; and eight, in which colored grooms married white 
- brides. 

The eleven couples of unknown ages, were parties from other 
States, married here by clergymen, who neglected to ascertain 
and return their ages. 

The following table will show the predilections of some of the 
couples in regard to age: 
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GROOMS. BRIDES. GROOMS. BRIDES. 


One of 25 years . . .| to one of 35 years.|| One of 55 years. . .| to one of 18 years. 
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The number of instances in which the brides were older than 
the grooms they married, was 407, nearly 15 per cent of the 
whole number. 

There was one marriage of a deaf and dumb couple. There 
was a like marriage the preceding year. 


V. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED.— RESIDENCES. 


BRIDES. RESIDENCES. 
GROOMS. * 
3 3 a a 5 3 
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First Marriage. . .| 2008 | 2381 5 |. ..| 2244/| In Boston ..... ./| 2118 | 2319 
Second ‘* « « «| 263) 161 6 1 | 481/| Other placesin State.| 412 | 295 
Third ‘ otace | Se 14 Blea. 44 || Outof State. ....| 197} 118 
Fourth ‘ Hise t | tes Avivehs Paulie vere 2 
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Totals... ..| 2298} 408 14 7 | 2727 Totals. . « . « »| 2727 | 2727 


The number of instances in which both parties were married 
for the first time was 2,008, making 73.63 per cent of all the 
marriages. During the previous year, the first marriages made 


a Si 


CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 17 


74.85 per cent of the whole number of that year. The first 
marriages of males number 2,244, making 82.28 per cent of all 
the males. The first marriages of females amount to 2,298, or 
84.26 per cent of the females married. Among the grooms, 431 
were second marriages, and among the brides, 408 of the same 
character. There were 44 third marriages of males, and 14 of 
females. There were five grooms who made their first appear- 
ance in the matrimonial market by marrying brides who had 
been twice widowed. ‘There were six who chose for their 
second wives those who had been previously twice wedded; and 
three, who had been twice widowers, married those who had 
entered the connubial state an equal number of times. There 
were two marriages in which the grooms had taken as their 
fourth wives those who had been widowed once. 


Per Ct. Per Ct. 

NGODIORENE) «Flees So Flee 6 « 500 | 19.80 || Shoemakers. + «ee seeee 14 \ 278 
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Carpenters . . . . + «es 6 117 | 4.25 || Soldiers. . «+ .seeesceoe 45 | 1.65 
Merchants and Traders ....j| 152) 65.57 || Blacksmiths. .....eeee 48 | 1.76 
ACHIMISIGl eles 6 ¢.s 6 00s SZr leo. Onl Pallors) a ote! cvedstc! cles 35 | 1,28 
1658 | 61.19 


The above table shows the occupations of the principal por- 
tion of the grooms, together with the percentage of each class 


to the whole number. The twelve classes enumerated comprise 


1,658 of the grooms, making no less than 61.19 per cent of the 
whole number. Laborers, as usual, furnish by far the largest 
number of candidates for matrimony, there being no less than 
500 of that class, making 19.80 per cent of all the grooms. 
Mariners, clerks, carpenters, merchants and traders, comprise 


27.39 per cent of the grooms. 
3 
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DEATHS. 


The number of deaths during the year was 4,541, — 2,328 
males, and 2,213 females,—a decrease of no less than 570, 
compared with the preceding year. By the census of the city, 
taken at the close of the past year, the population was found to 
be 192,324. By this it will appear that the deaths were in the 
ratio of one death in 42.35 of the population. In the preceding 
year the ratio was one death in 37.17. This result shows a 
marked improvement in the health of the city, and indicates not 
only the absence of any prominent epidemic, but will measurably 
tend to quiet any apprehensions that might naturally be awak- 
ened by the threatened appearance of the cholera during the 
ensuing summer. So far as sanitary measures for the public 
health are concerned, there is no doubt that the city is as well 
prepared as any equally populous city of the continent to put in 
motion the most efficient machinery to secure the health and 
safety of the community. There are, of course, spots, where, 
from local causes, the disease will prevail. There are tenement 
dwellings, destitute of any and every feature that renders a 
house fit for human beings to inhabit, in which the scourge will 
rage with unmitigated severity. While the doctors differ as to 
whether cholera is or is not contagious, there is entire unanimity 
among them as to the circumstances and conditions which sur- 
round those among whom it finds the greatest number of its 
victims. It would require but a few minutes to trace with the 
finger on the map of the city the precise localities where this 
disease will prevail, should it visit us, as well as the spots where 
it will prove the most virulent. 
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VI. DEATHS IN BOSTON ON EACH DAY OF THE YEAR. 
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deaths in August than in July; anda larger number in June, 
which is considered to be the healthiest month in the year, than 
in November and December. 


MONTHS¢ NO. MONTHS. NO. MONTHS. NO. MONTHS. NO. 


January eee 360 April of @ he lieve 401 July oeceeve 482 ||October. ... 372 


February. ..| 853 |//May .....| 348||August....| 443||November ..| 317 
March ....| 402||\June.....| 824/||September ..| 428||\December ..| 316 


1115 | 1068 1853 1005 
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The greatest number of deaths in any one quarter was in the 
third, in which were 1,353, making 29.79 per cent of the whole 
mortality. The least number was in the fourth quarter, the 
deaths during that period being 1,005, or 21.90 per cent of the 
whole number. 


VII. DEATHS. BIRTHPLACES. - 
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Of the whole number of decedents during the year, (including 
half of those whose birthplaces are recorded as unknown,) 3,143 


.It will be seen by the above table, that there were fewer | 
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were born in the United States. This number makes 69.21 per 
cent of all the deaths, about the same proportion that was 
recorded the preceding year. Of those who were born in the 
United States, 2,190 (69.67 per cent) were born in Boston. 
Only 110 (5.02 per cent) were born in other States of the Union, 
while 2,659 (58.55 per cent) were born in Massachusetts. Those 
born in Ireland number 1,021 — 22.48 per cent of all the 
deaths, and 72.20 per cent of all who were foreign born. The 
proportion of Irish deaths to the whole mortality is about the 
same as last year, but the proportion is less in regard to the 
rest of the foreign born. 
By the city census, taken last year, the foreign born popula- 
tion is stated to be 66,020. The deaths of those who were 
foreign born number 1,398, (including half of those whose 
birthplaces are recorded as unknown,) making one death to each 
47.22 of the foreign born population. The native population, 
(that is, all who were born here, including children of foreign 
parentage,) is stated to be 126,304. The deaths of those who 
were native born number 3,143, making one death to 40.18 of 
the native population. In considering this excess of deaths 
among those recorded as the native population, it should not be 
lost sight of that the children of foreign parentage, when born 
here, are comprised in the enumeration, and that it is among 
this last class thata very large proportion of the deaths each 
year occur. 


CITY DOCUMENT. —No. 88. 


VIII. DEATHS— PARENTAGE. 


1865. 1865. 
PARENTAGE. 
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The number of deaths of those whose parents were foreign 
born was 2,868, making 63.15 per cent of the whole number. 
Those of Irish parentage number 2,181, making 48 per cent of 
all the deaths, and 76 per cent of all those of foreign parentage. 
In 1864, the deaths of those of Irish parentage made 51.59 per 
cent of the entire mortality of that year, and nearly 79 per cent 
of that of the foreign born. 
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Ix. DEATHS.—FOREIGN BORN OVER FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE. 


15 to 20. 


Birthplaces. 
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The number of decedents above 15 years of age was 2,430, 
making 53.51 per cent of the whole mortality. The number of 
these born in foreign countries was 1,287, or nearly 53 per cent 


of the whole number. 


Those born in Ireland number 1,002, 


making 41.23 per cent of all the deaths above that age, and 


77.85 per cent of those embraced in the foregoing table. 
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An examination of the above table will make manifest some 
of the most interesting facts connected with mortuary statistics. 
By dividing the table into several periods, and comparing the 
deaths in each period with the corresponding ones for a 
series of years past, it will be found that the mortality in any 
one year does not vary materially from that of any other. From 
this uniform correspondence, and from other considerations, it 
has been averred, and persistently maintained, that this result 
is in accordance with physiological laws, and could have been 
as accurately specified before its occurrence as subsequent 
thereto. In other words, that of a given population a certain 
number will inevitably die. Moreover, that it may be designated 
with more or less accuracy, how many will die at certain ages. 
A late author of great celebrity, has undertaken to establish the 
same view, affirming that the number of deaths in a given popu- 
lation are determined by certain fixed and irrefragable laws. 
Physiologists, and a class of statisticians who have argued from 
premises built up by them, have assumed, that, of a given num- 
ber who die, a certain specific portion of them will be found to 
have died at certain ages, and they confidently appeal to undeni- 
able and well-known results as corroborative of their views. It 
is true, that exceptions to this view are allowed to exist; but, at 
the same time, it is claimed that these very exceptions strengthen 
the assumed law. ‘This view is supported by reasons so plausi- 
ble, that it is not to be wondered at that there should be many 
who accept the position without question. 

That large numbers of children in all populous cities die under 
one or five years of age, is indisputable; and most undoubtedly 
this result will continue to be witnessed as long as human beings 
are compelled to herd together in large numbers in dwellings 
utterly unfit for habitation. But that most unpleasant fact does 
no more prove that those who died under such circumstances 
could not have lived amidst other surroundings, than it proves, 
that those who do live, ought to have died. There would be 
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equal reason to affirm, that the squalor and filth by which they 
were surrounded, and in the midst of which they died, were the 
result of fixed natural laws, and not subject to the matter-of-fact 
supervision of Boards of Health, or the more practical dealings: 
of the scavenger. It can be ascertained — mathematically 
demonstrated, indeed — that a certain number only of those who 
are born do arrive at a given age. Without trenching on any 
theological dogma as to whether what will be, must be, that fact 
also no more proves that those who die do not die in consequence 
of flayrant disregard of sanitary or hygiene laws, but because a 
certain number of a certain age must die, than it proves, that 
ill-ventilated houses, defective drains, and unremoved filth, must 
exist in spite of water, shovel, and broom, vigorously and 
constantly used. While it is undisputed and indisputable, that 
death will, and must come; that, of itself, is sufficiently painful 
without the additional aggravation, that in striving to preserve 
life, we are only engaged in an ineffectual struggle to escape the 
inevitable operation of fized laws. The truth is, that though 
death “must needs come,’ no one is compelled to remove the 
natural obstacles in his path, by obstinately refusing to employ 
obvious safeguards against his too frequent visitations. It may, 
or may not be possible to prevent human: beings from crowding 
together in improper dwellings; bat it is a point gained of no 
trifling value, when the attention of the rest of the community 
has been directed to that evil. It may be almost a hopeless taskto 
attempt to produce any very general conviction of the virtues of 
pure air and cleanliness; but, at the same time, it is very possible 
to secure the effect of both those blessings without such conviction. 

The foregoing table shows that over 23 per cent of the 
mortality was of children under one year of age, and that 40.60 | 
per cent was of children under five. Of the 1,047 under one 
year of age, no less than 75 (7.16 per cent) died on the day 
of their birth. Of these, 57 were children of foreign parents. 

The number that died between 1 and 5 was 797, or 17.55 per 
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cent. In 1864, the percentage of the same class was 21.83. Of 
this number 573, or 71.89 per cent, were of foreign parentage. 

The number between 5 and ‘10 was 182, or 4 per cent of the 
whole number. Of these, 121 (66.48 per cent) were children 
of foreign parentage. 

The number between 10 and 15 was 85, less than 2 per cent 
of all who died. The number of these who were of foreign 
parentage was 63, or 74 per cent of the whole number. 

The number of deaths under 15 years of age was 2,111. Of 
these, 1,464 (68.87 per cent) had foreign born parents. 

The number of deaths between 15 and 20 was 164, or 3.61 
per cent. Of these, 46 were foreign born, while a large propor- 
tion of the remainder were of foreign parentage. 

Of the 559 who died between 20 and 30, (12.31 per cent) 
287 (51.34 per cent) were native born, showing a slight differ- 
ence in favor of those not born here. On the other hand, of 
the 478 who died between 30 and 40, 268 (56.16 per cent), 
were foreign born. 

There were 369 deaths of persons between 40 and 50 years 
of age. Of this number, those that were foreign born make 
62.60 per cent. Those that were born in Ireland make 17.49 
per cent of the whole uumber that were foreign born. 

There were 288 deaths of persons between 50 and 60, 
making 6.34 per cent of the whole number. Of this number, 
the foreign born make 60.76 per cent; and of the latter, those 
born in Ireland make nearly 51 per cent. 

Of the number who died between 60 and 70, (5.74 per cent 
of the whole mortality,) 53.25 per cent were foreign born. Of 
these last, the Irish make no less than 85.61 per cent. 

There were 211 deaths of persons above 70 years of age, 
making 4.64 per cent of the entire number. Those born here 
number 55. The foreign-born number 156, of which those born 
in Ireland make 63 per cent. 


“4 


CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 88. 


28 


6E 


LE 
LT 


t- |" 
a 
G6 | & 
p |e° 
a 
Tlee 
selg 
tice 


L ee 
¥ ee 
4 |& 
Grate 
L ee 


Leas 
ee 5 


oN Oo © 


* Ja0uRD 


* © * SLO tans0uepD 


eeeee * gpunqiep 


* *jJo osvosiq ‘souog 


+ Jo osvosiq ‘lopped 


see 6 ¢* syqouoIg 


* *JO DSBOSICT 59 


* JO uolysesuU0N Cy, 


jo uonemuepuy ‘ureig 


St ¢-50) "GHBON (Pau less 


ee]* eee * © Jo uOoeUUEpUL ‘sjamog 


* * * JO osvosIq ‘poolg 


7+ SUS Vy 


wstinouy 
&xo|dody 
* eIMeUy 
* sso0sq Vy 


s}uepIIOWw 


OP 
9 | aale (a ive rs |e 19 19 | OL ee erty 
oe Soke [ee ede Fee Se Peet Sire 
SLE RO, a. ev, LP | tt Ta hae eee eee 
Sobre tee ye. bral lee lel ates pee 
a ep ea ol Seal pe em ee Ce ee 
S10. | Se bG=( S21 de | te o. | he ea eet oy mee 
Saiora eaed ten Oo Sears Pc lG. 
Sa Pe Ferd occ co ae oe lie 
e |4.|8 || | or] |et| se 1s |9 [ols 
I|W)/A|W/A|W/AIW AW) aA| NAW A|Wl al WANA 


“IVLOL 


‘ond 


‘AON 


‘LOO 


‘Laug |'asopoy| *aToOES “aNOaOL “LVIN 


HLVaAd dO SHSOVO ‘IX 


"Tlady | ‘HOUVIL 


G I ic 9 e e e e e e e 
8 yi pA 8 . es e ° e e ° 
Z L gS G e e e e e e e 
VE I I e e e e e e e e ° 
I ° e I o . . e e e s ° 
6 ee I 

9 g Sid VA ° e e e e e e 
ve I 12 T e ° ° e e se e 
e e I iG e e e e e e ee e e 
7 g ¥ ZL e e e e e e e 
HT} W| a | A 

“aa “NVE! 


*HLVad do Sasnvo 


FS PO hal S619 PSE Se COLL Ft 6ebet.8 i 8 - FS Fee Sa Foe Soe Eley ee ee 


29 
2 


imi be rin? ha i ctl (4 T st SF (Sas COC BETS Mle) Rasen Fad 2 SN SE eae FB 2 Fef 8 tess be wis sp * 79 650) ie ie 8) Ss) SOS SNOT sac 


a ie ws), Meesy RRS PRN ORES, SI EDC! Ge (STR Raa AS SP 1 lank GA 0 AR? PE agi) Ae Sk IE ARON RT iy faa Bs HE Seay RD I ea bri Mee Gvhte BPs oly Ca te 


a 


ritlocce ttt tt 8 8 * uonsnegxg 
rilrlrccc ett tt tt ® sepadissag 
cele cle ee ee ee eee ee ee Kedondg 
oe be ee ee ee + Sraquaskg 
se eee ee ee © OeIgyJo y, 


© (62838 Bk 0 U8 ee Les (895s ASG OlEE 


“a re Ht re 


ACIS § 


re a ort OO Ort a a ri 
. 
. 
et 
° 
° 


wee ee ee ee ee ee + emg 
is fg bes fos welt eee ee ee ee eee gaaqurr 
9 eee eee ee ee ee eo  KIQaAg 
wel eee eee eee ee ee © ssonnsg 


ove 310 Sn. e) © 8g) Sire 2 ae th» rere 


eS eet A re 


eee ee ee ee ee © o SUOISNAUOYD 


CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 


G 
8 
ee ES: Sas OSS 6 6) SSS 
Pd eee gee ee eee eee 


_ ee I ee. a. ee > oe 7 ee ee ee - e ef e- ¢« ded z ee a @ ee 7 © *- ¢ ee -e a ee e . o's. Ce See Se See ee oe vol0oygp 


wD 
° 
. 
° 
* 
. 
* 
* 
. 
. 
. 
° 
. 
Len! 
° 
. 
. 
° 
. 
° 
rs 
. 
. 
’ 
° 


Cans: SF VS aS. @ snqioyy ” 


T 
Ser) set] 1S eo] LE WE ee PRP Sts P| 6s | FER PE Pe OP E-T BE Pte fet te eo 2. 5 8 eee eee 
a 


se ist & hoch Fe eM Oe RM Wah Seles NR (oem A a PR SY) BM I De Maly i hal CPM Plat Re en e 


. CITY -DOCUMENT. — No. -88. 


SI | 1s | 
eg a 
zine: 
9. | &|° 
Bale 
Z. 78. | * 
og | 99 | 
0S | 33 | ° 
Hear cle 
‘aoa BS Se 
Fo) etal 
9 | $9 | 7 
S}8. 7-4 
6.7} 924-4 
ae a 
eelg |e 
egal ee es 
eel |e 


re rt, ke Gt 


€§ |% |& 
ToL pS anes 
Tleelee 
cele el 
sele ely 
Or|% | F 
Fes EE 
zijeelee 
Tleelee 
pose | RO la 


*"I1LVOL, 


‘AON 


"LOO "Ld ag 


Laine 

J e I 

H |W 
‘pay 


F 
Sak Ferg Bret Be ow a tet ot ele Canam Tee 
a ee | pee fk HB eke I oe ae SO Ae aa Be 
CaS Fe ES RR Rt (ASST RS A ra | Mk a DON Soe SO ee eu te 6 


LAP Ae ly |e 18 |e ee eels oe Site 
Pe NSO EOS ao SA PT ee eS awe eee 
Pons Fe Pe Renee iors oar ee 
SS. 1h 18 1h 1 0 Th eae ter oy ules eyo eto 
zee ls cla becel pod og ian coe eel aed ae 
rolestg dpe gal eel pee ete eel 
vbr leet ge dace te oad sal aptee eee 


‘AIng | -aNoe ‘LYN ‘"lIgdy |*HOMVW | ‘aaa “NVe 


‘CHONILNOO—'HLVUC dO SHSAVO “IX 


jo osvostp ‘sfoupry 


+++ + © +aorpunee 
* * uondeosnssnyuy 
* * * 9ouviodwmoquy 
se ee e+ AqruesuyT 
°° * UOeUMEyUy 
* sosvosIC o[IyUBJUy 
* + ysnop surdooH 
* 6 + © © aprommoxy 
* * Jo osvastp ‘diy 
os ee + ee erm 
“Jo osvosip ‘avo 
* ¢ © soseyloMeEey 
"0 "5% Sere 
° © © © -* 9UdIZUUL} 
** poyodg ,, 

-- snydsy, ,, 


queqyUI1eyUy ‘10Aog 


“HLVUd AO SaSBVO 


= 6F | 99 |° ° 
cE | OL | T 
P 9 e e 
ee te So vb? 
Orie jae 
ro NIH BAS 

B20 98 | Ls | F 

B L I e e 

Ay 

fz Se MGy Soler 

ia a 

: I » e 

RQ 

ta e e ¢ e e 

= 8— | SL | @ 

oe fuel 

o 
6S | 62 | OL 

me 

4 Z ee ee 

va Bi Osea 

B 

S) 0g | ¢9 |Z 
Th PSs 
e ° g ° . 
g L ee 
CZ 9g ee 
9ST | LIL} ST 
CL | 6L | 3 


=i 


N 


Nn 


A ct st xs 


ST | 6 
Leelee 
Lead 
oo} 8 
ee g 


yolk 
° ° vA 
y |e 
z |e 


on rw oN (Sd 


* *xog [[vurg 
* * + B[Njo1g 
* tIsI}VUINe yy 


ee > vIuekg 


asvosip [elodiong 


ee ¢ © * ending 


"Wig sinyeuotg 


e 9 ¢ *SIyIIePSOIg 


°° AstMo[gq 


oe e@ queus [eur ‘gmysng 


°° sHqotd 
* *styluoyLog 
°° sish[Bieg 
°° *a8V PIO 
* * BIS[VININ 
* * * go[sBoyy 
* *snusvieyy 
UOMVULOJ [VAL 


° - mvlyooT 


** * * Joosvosip,, 


* * Jo uOljsedu00 7 


* Jo uojeUMeEpUr ‘ssun'T 


eoeee jo esvosip ‘OAT 


CITY DOCUMENT.— No. 88. 


32 


E1ZG|8ZES| 6ST | LET | SFL | GLL| L6L | LST | 81S | O1Z | STZ | 8zz 


96% | 9GZ | SOT | SOT | ZOT | LST | 68 | SIS | LLT | $ZS | 6LL| FLL | S61 | LOT | ° 


| erm | me cs | | | I | | | | | i | ce | a | i | es | | 


Se S¢. | Of oe [terte | ee] -oy50 [6 @ | eS ice Sete ele © 


se a es le cl ac Cae a Sa al a Co Wk a as <2 


i i Soe ee i eee | eee de ele p OO} 6 Ojo pe 


2 Te eR eo ee eee ee | Seen Oe. | eo Te elie -e 


T 
T 
e lp leeleclee} sg leeleetg lecleelr 
@ 1e@ [orto cle cleo] Tole - [eels alg [ee 
BLES Si AL. i a ao Ly GS pea es eT 


L 9 ee on 0:6 0) eo ve ee ee ee ee eo 8 g 
ee g oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
I .» a2 ee ee me } ee ee ee oe ee Ee ee 


H{(N\|A|W/ AW AWA |W/AIW 


“IVLOY, ek @ § “AON “LOO “Ldadg “Lsnony 


deh re had Sect be Ree bah) |S | SD a a Di LAC a(n tae) a 


oe ee eo °@ ae * @ aie oe I oe ee ee ee < e Ld e 
ee . @ fe = [> *) -* L ee ee eo el/e e]/e@ 6 eo 6 2 @ Ce ha ey a 
I © Oye 6 he athe 6 (eee es a eS ie oej;eie eo elee eo oe . 


AiW AI NIA | NI AIT N| AIA) A NST 


“xToO¢ “HNO “LVN “Tua y | ‘HOUVIA oF: ec a NYE 


eo 8 ee 6 6 © + grey 

* 9 9 * © Goysuny) ‘spunoA 
ce eee ee ee + CMOUMUG 
Se eee ee ee ee gta0ID 
se ¢ © © Jo osvasIp ‘sn1019, 
¢ oe ee 0 6 ¢ 6 © © GeNIny, 
Ce Colt 
ce ee ee ee ee SuMoay, 
Meee Oued ene we * syo1jsung 
see ee ee ee omporng 
me Co asvasip ‘neeldg 
0 oe 19 5084s 48 ABOTTT C109 
* + 8 6 ¢ * * 70 asvesip ‘UIYG 
* * * © *30 asvosIp ‘yovutoyg 
see ee ee ee oe + ordg 
cee ee ee ee gaonkg 
see ee ee ee 6 © opromg 


* 2 e ¢ © © Jo osvosip ‘ourdg 


“HLVadd AO SAsnvo 


“daONIINOO—"*HLVACdC HO SHSNVO ‘Ix 


CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 33 


Accidents—There were 176 accidental deaths during the 
year — 134 males, and 42 females — making 3.87 per cent of 
the whole mortality, In 1864, the deaths from casualties made 
3.71 per cent of the entire number of deaths during that year. 


Abscess. — The number of deaths thus reported was 22 — 
11 males and 11 females. The localities of the disease were 
not stated by the physicians, except in a very few cases. In the 
preceding year there were 16 deaths thus recorded. 


Anemia.— There were 20 deaths thus designated during 
the year — 6 males and 14 females. In 1864, there were 12. 


Apoplexy.— 'The number of deaths thus recorded was 78 — 
45 males and 33 females— making 1.49 per cent of all the 
deaths, In 1864, the deaths from this cause made 1.23 per 
cent of the entire mortality of that year, and 1.49 per cent in 
1863, 

Bowels, Disease of. —'There were 53 deaths from diseases of 
the bowels — 28 males, and 25 females — making 1.16 per cent 
of the whole mortality. In 1864, they made 1.13 per cent of 
all the deaths in that year. These cases embrace 43 reported 
as Inflammation of Bowels, and 10 as “ Disease of Bowels.” 


Brain, Disease of-—'The number of deaths from brain dis- 
eases was 234 — 137 males, and 97 females — making 5.14 per 
cent of the whole mortality. There were 31 of the above 
reported as “inflammation,” 63 as “congestion,” and 140 simply 
as “ Disease of Brain.” In the preceding year, the deaths thus 
reported made 5.12 per cent of the entire mortality of that 
-~year. , 

Bronchitis. —'There were 96 deaths from this cause during 
the past year, making 2.11 per cent of all the deaths. In 1864, 
the number that died was 122, or 2.38 per cent of the mortality 
of that year. 


Cancer.— The number of deaths from this disease were 
57,—18 males and 39 females. The local seats of the dis- 
: 5 
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ease were as follows: in uterus, 12; breast, 10; stomach, 9; 
liver, 3; neck, 2; leg, 2; unknown, 13; face, throat, lungs, 
mesentery, groin, eye, one each. In 1864, there were 50 deaths 
from this cause. 


Cholera. — There were 4 deaths thus reported, all females, — 
one in. June, two in July, and one in August. 


Cholera Infantum.—The number of deaths thus recorded 
was 261,—128 males and 133 females. These deaths make 
5.74 per cent of the whole mortality. In the preceding year 
the number of deaths was 268, — making 5.24 per cent of all 
the deaths in that year. 


Consumption.— The number of deaths from this cause was 
813 — 381 males and 432 females— making 17.90 per cent 
of the whole mortality. The deaths from this disease in 1864 
numbered 859, but making only 16.80 per cent of the mortality 
of that year. The following table shows the number and sex of 
those who died from consumption in each quarter, together with 
the percentage of the deaths in the same to the whole mortality, 
_ from this disease : 


FIRST QUARTER. SECOND QUARTER. THIRD QUARTER. FOURTH QUARTER. 
M. | F. M. | F. M.] F. M. | F. 
January ..| 33) 45|| April ...| 41} 48/|July. ...| 34] 28]| October .| 29] 41 
February .| 29|} 388||May ...| 87] 31|/| August . .| 31] 34]| November .| 29| 37 


March. ..| 38] 39|/June ...| 28] 33]|September.| 22} 381]| December .| 30} 32 


100 | 122 106 | 107 87} 93 88 | 110 


Pencent sus. cits 7,30 | Percent. .. .- 26.20|| Percent. . . .22.14)| Per cent.-. . . 24.35 


“It will be seen that the largest number of deaths occurred 
during the first quarter, and the smallest during the third. The 
months of March, April, and May were more fatal to males than 
any other three months. The deaths of the males during this 
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period made 30.44 per cent of all the males who died from con- 
sumption. The most fatal months for females were January, 
April, and October, during which period. the mortality among 
females made 29.86 per cent of all the deaths from phthisis. 


Males. Females. Total. 


WSOEOMMUMIMILGGISEALCS) 612 0 6 te se ttt tt tw wt es 166 179 345 
GSC ae a a 154 178 332 
SeemrMClanGrand VWAlCh « « 2 « 6 0 0 0 6 «6 8 8 ee 9 12 21 
eeeeribiel wimerican) Provinces. . « «+ «sees oe 18 34 47 
ECT: ACC ae me ne ar ee ee 3 2 5 
«¢“¢ Germany and North of Europe ......e-cee-e 10 3 13 
Pe POUReLTOLCISN) DIACES <6 os) oo 2 010 0 bo ee ene 7 al 8 

Children of foreign parents ...+.eseeecccaees 19 23 42 

381 432 813 


It will be seen by the above, that 468 of those dying from 
phthisis were foreign born (including children of foreign parent- 
age), making 57.56 per cent of the whole number. The per 
centage of the same class in 1864 was 61.71. Those born in 
Ireland make 40.83 per cent of the whole number, and nearly 
T1 per cent of the foreign born. 

The following table shows the deaths from consumption in 
each ward, and in the several public institutions. The wards 
are given as they existed under the old division. 


Wards. Deaths. Wards. Deaths. Public Institutions. Deaths. 
Eee cake.’ 86 le wholes 87 Massachusetts Hospital. ... . 6 
Va HP es 68 Siret elves 45 City Hospital. ... ec eeeee 6 
te Se 56 Ee 35 Carney Hospital ....-2e.- 9 
14 10 ahecs 49 Rainsford Island. ..+-e+ee-e 11 
Bisse ss) 54 iM enete tly 8 Desh isandes te eis) si. ola 008 2 
ifoees 6. 8 22 2... 145 Other Hospitals .. ++ sees 31 


Total. . 748 "TOCA cu elise 6: a on Sel aares 65 
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_ It will be observed by the above table, that no less than 405 
of the deaths from phthisis (making 49.81 per cent of the whole 
number) occurred in four wards—1, 7,11, and 12. If those 
dying in the hospitals be excluded in the comparison, then no 
less than 54 per cent of the mortality from this cause occurred 
in the wards specified, and that 19.33 per cent died in the ward 
last named. In wards 4, 6, and 9, there were but 71 deaths, 
making 9.49 per cent of the deaths from this disease in the 


wards. 

Laborerd. .....%-| 84 |, Farmers .......|  2.| Brass Vinisher Qo ieee 
(OUS GBA ed aioe 3H Junk Dealers.... 2 Gentleman ...e.-. 1 
Soldiersir. sce se. « {1218 IW aitersi. cre ones ie 2 HNgTaver iste ones 1 
Mariners. ....-e.| 15 Hackmen ....+.. 2 Carver... +s ees 1 
Traders | ss 0 « je} de Cigar Makers. ... 2 Stevedore....... 1 
Carpenters. ..... | 13 Piano-Forte Makers . 2 Jowellor® ‘6 isleer st w 1 
Shoemakers .....]| 11 Manufacturers ...| 2 Stabler ss eesti «teem 
Machinists ....e-. 8 Policeman ..... tt Gardener . . «2 « ah 
Merchahts......| 7 | Boatman .... 6 .}) 3 Hair Braider ....|] 12 
allOrss.% «eis 2 3°3 if Engineer . «6. 6 3% 1 Fireman § 3 4.5% % 3 é | 
Painters 2. +s. 6 Miller. seis ies 1 Comb Maker .... 1 
Stone-Cutters ...-. 6 Moulde¥ 39% o's. 1 Physicians « 4. «% 1 
PHIDUErs e.'e 70.0) 16 ete 5 Hostler...+es- 1 Editor’ «se eeee 1 
Teamsters .« . «+ « © 4 Slater. «2. seco 1 Plumber .....-. 1 
Blacksmiths ..... 4 Cabinet Maker ... 1 Ship-Carpenter ... 1 
Masons .....2e-.-| 4 Musician .. eee a ‘Wood Turner, . =. «101 
Barbers .0.8 oe aed "Sima se eis | ee | ORIG ets ge ce 
Porters 293060. Be] vo iphoisterces + 22. ef oeeecer aa geen) ee 
Fishermen ....../| 8 |. Student. ......| 1 | Hotel Keeper soo cig 
Bakers... «+e. 3 Bar Tender. .... 1 ACUO® .¢ 0:20, d edaun 1 
Harness-Makers ... 2 Insurance Agent .. al Not Stated <6 6.3 2) VL 
Cookse.+.ees-e+-] 2 Broker ««s«<«see| 1 


The occupations of the males dying from consumption are 
seen in the foregoing table. As usual, laborers are the most 
numerous, the whole number being 84, making over 22 per cent 


CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 37 


of those enumerated. Laborers, clerks, soldiers, mariners, 
traders, carpenters, and shoemakers, contribute to the mortality 
no less than 48.81 per cent of the victims. 

Convulsions. —The number of deaths thus reported was 149 
— 79 males and 70 females— making a little over 3 per cent 
of the whole mortality. The largest portion of these deaths 
were of children. 


Croup. — The number of deaths from this disease was 83 — 
49 males and 34 females — making 1.82 per cent of the whole 
mortality. In 1864, the deaths from croup made 3.30 per cent 
of the whole number of that year. 

Diarrhea and Dyseniery.— The deaths thus designated num- 
ber 284— 133 from the first named disease, and 151 from the 
last named — making 6.25 per cent of the whole mortality. In 
the preceding year the percentage of the deaths from these 
causes was 4.77. 

Diphtheria. — The number of deaths thus reported was 51 — 
27 males and 24 females — making 1.12 per cent of all the 
deaths. In 1864, the mortality from this disease made 2.30 per 
cent of the whole of that year. 

Dropsy.— The deaths thus recorded number 82 — 37 males 
and 45 females — making 1.80 per cent of the whole number. 
In 1864, the percentage was 2.19. 

Dropsy of Brain. — The number of deaths from this cause 
was 136— ‘6 males and 60 females— making very nearly 3 
per cent of all the deaths. The mortality from this cause in 
1864 made 3.40 per cent of all the deaths in that year. 

Epilepsy.— There were eleven deaths from this cause —9 
males and 2 females— the same number that died during the 
preceding year. 

Erysipelas. — The number of deaths from this cause was 30 
—15 males and 15 females—a decrease of 10 from the 
number recorded in 1864. 
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Fever, Scarlet.— There were 50 deaths from this disease — 
24 males and 26 females — showing a large decrease compared 
with the preceding year, when the number of deaths was 225, 
making 4.40 per cent. of the entire mortality of that year. The 
deaths from this:cause in 1865 made only 1.10 per cent of the 
whole number. 

Fever — Bilious, Typhoid, Typhus.—'The number of deaths 
from causes thus reported, was 144, making 3.17 per cent of 
the whole mortality. There were T deaths reported as bilious 
—5 males and 2 females; 125 as typhoid — 71 males and 54 
females; and 12 designated as typhus — 7 males and 5 females. 


There was one case reported eaoply as fever, one as intermittent, 


and two as spotted. 


Gastritis. —'The number of deaths thus recorded was 15 — 
6 males and 9 females. In 1864 there were 13. 

Hemorrhage.— There were 21 deaths thus reported. Ex- 
cept in a few instances, the character of the hemorrhage was 
not stated by the physicians. In 1864, there were 23 deaths 
reported. 

Heart, disease of. — 'There were 125 deaths thus designated 
during the past year—63 males and 62 females. In 1864 
there were 142 deaths. 

Homicide. — There were 10 deaths of this character, — 9 
males and 1 female—the same number that was reported in 
the preceding year, 

Hooping- Cough. — This disease caused the death of 52 — 22 
males and 30 females—an increase of 26 compared with the 
previous year. 


Infantile Diseases. —'The number of deaths thus classed was _ 


86—56 males and 30 females. For all statistical purposes, the 
deaths thus designated might as well have been recorded as 
“unknown.” ‘This term is recognized in the English Registrar 
General’s nomenclature of causes of death, and is employed in 
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this report to indicate those dying in the earliest periods of 
infancy —a large portion of them being only a few days old. 


Insanity. — There were 10 deaths thus reported — 7 males 
and 5 females — two less than were recorded in 1864. 

Intemperance.— 'There were 29 deaths thus designated —a 
decrease of 26 compared with the preceding year. This num- 
ber includes all who died from Delirium Tremens. 

Kidneys, disease of: —'The number of deaths from this cause 
— 31 males and 18 females — an increase of 6 compared with 
1864. ! 

Liver, disease of. —'The deaths from causes thus recorded 
vary but little from year to year. There were 31 deaths the 
past year — 19 males and 12 females—four less than died in 
1864. 

Lungs, disease of: —'The number of deaths from diseases of 

the Lungs was 324—160 males and 164 females — making 
7.13 per cent of all the deaths. In the preceding year the per- 
centage of the same diseases was 7.72. Of the whole number, 
253 were reported as Pneumonia; 61 as Congestion of the 
Lungs; and 10 as Disease of the Lungs. 

Marasmus.— There were 115 deaths thus recorded — 65 
males and 50 females— making 2.53 per cent of the whole 
mortality. In 1864 the deaths thus designated made 2.32 per 
cent of the whole number of that year. 

Measles. — There were only 15 deaths from this disease — 9 ° 
males and 6 females. There were 46 deaths in 1864. 

Old Age. — There were 88 deaths thus recorded — 29 being 
males and 59 females. 

Paralysis. — The number of deaths from Paralysis was 58 — 
27 males and 31 females —a decrease of 5 from the preceding 
year. 

Peritonitis. — There were 31 deaths from this cause—I13 , 
males and 18 females —an increase of 6 compared with 1864. 
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Premature Birth.— There were 63 deaths thus reported by 
physicians —27 males, and 36 females—an increase of 14 
over the number recorded in the preceding year. Undoubtedly 
many of those recorded under the head of “infantile” were 
premature births. Unitedly, the two classes make 3,28 per 
cent of all who died. 

Puerperal Diseases. —'The number of deaths from causes inci- 
dent to childbirth was 46—an increase of 10 compared with 
1864. No doubt, this number might have been still more 
enlarged, by some recorded under the head of “ Peritonitis,” if 
physicians reporting the latter had been more specific in their 
returns. 

Small Pox. — The deaths from this disease number 115 — 
66 males, and 49 females — an increase of 2 over the number of 
the previous year. There were no deaths in September and 
October. The deaths from Small Pox seemed to have suddenly 
ceased with the month of July, only five deaths occurring in that 
month, and four during the remainder of the year—1 in August, 
1 in November, and 2 in December. 


Suicide. — There were 18 deaths thus recorded —13 males 
and 5 females—the same number that was reported in 1864. 
In the latter year, however, only one woman was reported as 
having taken her own life. 


Unknown Diseases. —'The number of deaths from diseases 
which were required to be thus reported was 60 —29 males, 
and 31 females — making 1.31 per cent of the whole number of 
deaths. The number reported in 1864 under this head was 87 
—making 1.70 per cent of the whole number that died during 
that year. 


aoa) 
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) 1865. 1864. 
Under 1 year... | 1047 |Being. . . . 23.05 Percent.|| 1075 |Being. . . . 21.03 Per cent. 
CMM Somme BOG), 6S) “e\ ve)'e te LTO cs DULG PMbccouta et tok ateOo Me 
BRtLOMLOM CCE eet abistlpetoe. |) Sf. e oe 4,00 MS ZT On| i aibeltelest tht Oreo cc 
LOMtOW LG is tee 9 te coils SOMMECcSE tsi s! 6 « | L.S7 “ SBe eel rears eaten Ls We 
TO COmemeenaretaoL | 8  . wg. 861 oe Lag Se tr atitet sac ol: £§ 
ZOMtORoU enterenoog | 8. fe. 12.381 ne DAST MEU Mom sits e LO. ea ee 
80 to 40 “ 2... .| 478 coer sre cme tO. Ke 22m RNa peo. es LOL2T cs 
ZORtONBUME Metres Soo 1 88. we '. 8,12 es ADGU Mss able w eh en encod ¢ 
BOMONOUME MNEs ereu ei) 205 | 14) 2 2. 5 6.84 s See Mueiiatst tt O50 oe 
OOMOMICMEMetens ei 20L |) 6° oo. 6. 5.74 - 200 Ecce histialhs iO 0.0 Be 
HURGaSUMEses ssf 192 1 8 4,22 ee DAWG CIN his ave ye ee AO. wb 
BOG FO eg i EI OL gal eae aa eae 242) ee GOs eae recta cacrep ids O0, We) ee 
I ha ie SS CORES esas ited a ANE 
| 4541 99.95 5111 99,95 


It will be seen by the above table, that the number of children 
who died under one year of age was 1,047, making 23 per cent 
of all who died, an increase of 2 per cent compared with the 
preceding year. The number of those dying between one and 
five years, however, decreased 4 per cent, making the percentage 
of those who died under five years, 40.60. In 1864, the deaths 
of children under five years made nearly 43 per cent of the 
entire mortality of that year. 


Deaths|Per cent. Public Institutions. Deaths/Per cent. 


Wards 
aS 299 6.58 ||Massachusetts Hospital. .| 105 > 
Nag hee 503 | 11.07 ||City Hospital. .....-. 98 | 
Bye ous 661 | 14.55 ||Soldiers’ Home. ..... 21 
ee To 3 Deer Island... =... .- ° 26 
ee ip Rainsford Island ..... 78 8.69 
Osis a Lunatic Hospital ..... 26 
ae Carney Hospital ..... 26 
as o's House of Correction... » 2 
Dine se: Other Hospitals. ..... 18 
4146 | 91,25 395 
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- As usual, wards 1, 11, and 12 show by far a larger mor- 
tality than is seen in any other three wards. The deaths in 
those wards: make 40.47 per cent of the entire mortality, exclu- 
sive of the deaths in the public institutions. The population in 
those wards amount to 74,500, or 38.73 per cent of the whole 
population of the city. The deaths in wards 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9, 
number 984, making 23.73 per cent of the whole mortality. 
The population of these five wards is 54,796, making 28.48 per 
cent of the whole population. 

The deaths in the remaining wards, 2, 3, and 7 (with a popu- 
lation of 63,028, or 32.25 per cent of the whole) number 1,480, 
making 35.69 per cent of all the deaths. 

The deaths in the Hospitals number 395, making 8.69 per 
cent of the whole mortality. In 1864, the percentage was 6.33. 


XIE. STILLBIRTHS. 


MONTHS. Males. Females. Unknown. 


SADWARY? ic eile sre aeil steels ike fouletnute iis! «Mell ee Wall's 19 138 
Hdbatiabyice of si ula a kenemt ee Miele Teles 15 14 2 
NESRGIB (ao ale) cielo. al Samet e halts Rel lomema mene ene rs 20 13 2 
ARDY 5, a) i) lair Aet'd ve. cuted alba bel epee ntamrehi stele | dois 21 12 
MG Vio gl sce ool dija etoile eit tel va'he Waarehia tot ediel tak ofoite. 48 20 14 1 
UNG Hie sca ty Poi wae) oleae ue Abaiomeks 1s eke sete tebe 19 12 2 
ehUlli Vacate ete toner siete ed eae Teete tet oeleihs Viator enicnartomne ald 13 
BALES Sttat id era heacetre ate CERES ie area TP! et 20 9 
Soptemiber: was cpiitere tas ecertecemelismenete ste estes 12 11 
OCLOREH: Lovie eine sortwlls si is netic ie temeneteice elk te 16 13 1 
November <.iels sis. shes  catekss ete) spel okeles 17 13 
DIOCEMIIOR ss fee tele lege 1s slong os Hen 6 cure Maemo keke 20 12 

DOHA. Me, ajie, oc 0, spabied, SSM UMEM SITS! So ree 216 149 8 


There were 373 stillbirths reported during the year, (216 
males, 149 females, and 8 sex unknown,) an increase of 22 
compared with 1864. This statement shows, that the stillbirths 
during the past year were in the proportion of one to 14.04 of 


e 
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those born alive. Undoubtedly a considerable number of this 
class, each year, are not, for various reasons, reported at all. 
The large number that are yearly found in the docks, public 
sewers, and various out-of-the-way places, indicate very clearly 
the modes in which these cases are disposed of. The parentage 
of these children was :— Irish, 146; other foreign, 71; Ameri- 
can, 110; unknown, 46. | 


XII. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND DEATHS. 


MONTHS. Births. | Marriages.| Intention.| Deaths. 

REET REECE sig S siete ly + 64/6 9 o,0 6s 439. 245 235 360 
CO 421 2538 213 353 
RECURS esi aes 0 ws 6.0 9 5 Ole SO eee 537 119 1387 402 
Tee, Sele eo os ew | 480 195 220 401 
Nia VM MECN sMicilc Vellcii sis. ea. sis 0 ¢ 0 0 © 385 230 236 348 
OS 386 215 213 324 
IEEE CURE wiles }s Ywie ss <0 0 0 0 6 os 440 234 238 482 
MRIIBUNYECT Sat sls sg ss 5 6 se 8 3 8 8 ee 453 228 263 443 
September . 1... - see eee eevee as 409 250 257 428 
DIONE eM enaliglicls(s es 5 0 6 + 6 6 ee fo we 422 256 286 | 872 
SOUR E MR UEEMA a sa isl ceo <0 0 + 0 0 0p 8 6's 488 300 3038 317 
DeCeWAOCTMMEMEC eltsiol ells oe 5 sc «,0 01s. 6 “ie 465 202 265 516 
he re o) | 8276 2727 2866 | 4541 


INTERMENTS.— The number of interments in tombs in the 
city proper during the year (including 170 bodies brought from 


other places), was 312; in South Boston, 108; in Hast Boston, 


72. There were 176 bodies removed from tombs in the city, 
and conveyed to other places for interment. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


Cholera.— From the apprehensions felt in regard to the 
expected appearance of this disease during the present year, a 
few facts connected with its previous visits may not be uninter- 
esting. It first appeared in Boston in the year 1832, when 
there were 78 deaths, the first one occurring August 24. The 
victim was a child 11 years of age, the son of German parents. 
All that were known to have been attacked, died. 

The disease appeared the second time in 1849, in which year 
there were 611 deaths — 338 males, and 273 females. The first 
victim was a Scotchman, who died June 3d, at No. 11 Hamilton 
street, in Ward 7. Of the whole number that died at this time, 
162 only were native born. Of the 449 foreigners, 385 were 
born in Ireland. The deaths in the several wards will be seen 
below: 


WARDS WARDS. DEATHS. 
Lig hee: attatres ey here foue ore me N Mee. oy 9, ocja tir) 2 olretcemwane 98 
Doin ete veers. stele be ctiane as Diets e)e) eels ©) een staan 12 
Bitsne se teheuw (o,0 she leis wele O:% fare te 'o e.0 58 6 ee ieee 6 
th cio Vol etree olte 0 Ueilete vapuda ke BO feces Lene “one ove pee tate 26 
Oprslhe eyalale wis ve be seems TRS. fo wits Vole |e iw he © te twine 8 
G Gikice. w16. eileen mane hens AD teks Ruwierele dee. by eemoun . 36 


There were also 158 deaths in the Cholera Hospital, located 
on Fort Hill; 88 at Deer Island Hospital; 27 in the House of 
Industry; 10 in the Lunatic Asylum, South Boston; 5 in the 
House of Correction, and one on shipboard. The deaths in 
the Hospital on Fort Hill were of persons conveyed there after 
being attacked from other localities. It will be observed, that 
the disease was most fatal in wards 1 and 1, and very lightly 
felt in wards 4, 9, and 11. 
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Its last appearance (as an epidemic) was in 1854, in which 
year there were 261 deaths,—130 males, and 131 females. 
The first death occurred June 10, and was that of an Irishman 
residing in Fleet street. Of the whole number that died, Tl 
only were native born. All of the rest, except 1 5, were born in 
Ireland. The deaths in the several wards may be seen in the 
following table: 


WARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. DEATHS. 
Ren se etetel sia es 6 6 ooo 55 Mat otetalis slots eles eee 34 
Se aRial Wiis Gt isi'e eo, Wils «0 « 4 Shores Nahasebe Lene, eye etiens 27 
ks Ae 22 Po Wo dad G iG ort vole Get 6 
INS SRA eae aa 1 LOusaet eee rel eGeqe tues (oats 24 
Jot aera 2 Ihe ele loud SG ack Bab 8 
DON aier ss 600. 6 6 6 6's 13 Aig sre) eh lene ERS Rs ee Gr 12 


There were 50 deaths in the Cholera Hospital ; 2 at Rains- 
ford Island, and one at Deer Island. It will again be noticed, 
that the disease was most fatal in Wards 1 and 7. There was 
but one death in Ward 4, and there were only two in Ward 5, 
four in Ward 2, six in Ward 9, and eight in Ward 11. 

Consumption. — In preceding tables it will be observed, that 
the ratio of deaths from this cause to the mortality in the 
several wards was as follows: In Ward 1, one in 5.97 died of 
consumption; in Ward 2, one in 6.57; Ward 3, one in 6.46; 
Ward 4, one in 6.90; Ward 5, one in 4.31; Ward 6, one in 
8.60; Ward 7, one in 4.32; Ward 8, one in 5.60; Ward 9, one 
6.11; Ward 10, one in 6.10; Ward 11, one in 5.78; Ward 12, 
one in 4.55. This statement shows that the proportion of 
deaths from phthisis to all other diseases was greatest in Wards 
5, T, and 12; and least in Ward 6, where the ratio was one 
death to 8.60 of all other diseases. The ages at which the 
decedents died may be seen below: 


Under 5 yrs. 5 to 10. 10 to 20. 20 to 30. 30 to 40, 40 to 50. 50 to 60. 60 to 70. 70 to 80. Over 80, 
Al 20 81 248 167 120 66 43 22 5 
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It will be seen that no less than 248 (30.50 per cent) died 
between 20 and 30 years of age, and 415 (51.04 per cent) 
between 20 and 40. Of those dying under 5 years of age, 20 
were males, and 21 females. From 5 to 10, 7 males, 13 females. 
From 10 to 20, 31 males, 50 females. From 20 to 30, 123 
males, 125 females. From 30 to 40, 70 males, 97 females. 
From 40 to 50, 58 males, 62 females. From 50 to 60, 42 
males, 24 females. From 60 to 70, 22 males, 21 females. 
From 70 to 80, 7 males, 15 females. Over 80, 1 male, 4 
females. 


INFANTILE Mortatity.— The City Registrar’s last Annual 
Report contained a table giving the number of children that died 
in each year under twelve months old, together with their ratio 
to the whole mortality. That table was imperfect, the materials 
not being at hand at that time to render it entirely satisfactory 
for the purpose for which it was used. The following will be 
found to embody the same facts, from 1818 to 1865, inclusive, 
enlarged by the addition of children dying under five years of 
age, during the same period: 


Years. Deaths. | Under 1 year. Per Cent. Under 5 years. Per Cent. 
1818 925 | 126 13.62 281 30.37 
1819 995 41 4.12 173 | 17.38 
1820 1015 58 5.71 214 21.08 
1821 1304 68 5.21 375 ¢ { 2EFb a5 
1822 1088 49 4.50 199 18.29 
1823 1045 51 4,88 183 17,51 
1824 1208 110 9.10 311 25,74 
1825 1362 146 10.71 420 30.83 
1826 1167 | 137 11.74 335 28.70 
1827 939 85 9.05 213 22.68 
1828 1159 171 14,75 337 29.07 
1829 1156 135 11.67 397 34.34 
1830 1026 | 85 8,28 283 27.58 


1831 1353. | 178 18.15 451 33.33 
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INFAN TILE MORTALITY — ConrinuED. 


Deaths. Under 1 year. Per Cent. Under 5 Years. Per Cent. ie 
1675 176 10.50 618 36.08 ‘ 

1374 183 13.31 468 34.06 

1445 192 13,28 456 81.55 

1819 248 13.63 757 » 41,61 

1648 250 15.17 591 35.86 

1743 258 14.80 622 35.68 

1799 264 14.67 730 40.57 

17238 170 9.86 610 35.40 

1841 259 14.06 664 36.06 

1683 226 13,42 705 41.88 

2260 246 10.88 809 35.79 

2008 270 13,44 707 35.20 

2054 208 10.12 795 38.70 ; 

2340 236, 10.08 844 36.06 

3086 395 12.80 1169 37.88 

3853 417 10,82 1277 83.14 

3664 500 13.64 1366 87.28. 

5079 933 18.36 2157 42,.25 

3667 879 23,97 1701 46.38 

3855 935 24,25 1783 46.25 

8736 860 23.01 1727 46.22 

4284 1064 24,83 2138 49.90 

4441 982 22.11 1947 43,84 

4080 1045 25.61 2009 * 49,24 

4253 1017 23.90 2055. 48.31 

3958 970 24..50 1879 ATAT 

3840 910 23.70 1744 45.41 

3738 843 22..55 1567 41.92 

3965 1055 26.60 1837 46,33 \ 

4120 914 22,18 1889 45.84 | 

4699 994 21.15 2082 43,24 

5111 1075 21.03 2191 42.86 

4541 1047 23.05 1844 40.60 : 
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It will be seen by the foregoing, that in no year from 1811 to 
1849 did the deaths of children under one year of age make 15 
per cent of the mortality of the same year, with the single 
exception of the year 1836, when they made 15.17 per cent. In 
1849, the cholera appeared as an epidemic the second time, of 
which 611 died. During that year, the mortality of children 
under that age made 18.36 per cent of all the deaths, a much 
larger proportion than had previously been known in Boston.- 
Since that year, the mortality of children of that age has been 
eradually increasing, until reaching 26.60 per cent (in 1861), 
and never falling so low as 21 per cent, except In two instances 
—in 1863 and 1864. 

In regard to the mortality of children under 5 years of age, 
it will be observed that it was not until 1835 that it reached 40 
per cent (41.61). In 1838 it was 40.57 per cent; in 1841, 
41.83 per cent; and in 1849, 42.46 per cent. Since that time 
it has never been below that of 1865 — 40.60 per cent. In 
1853, the deaths of children under 5 years of age made no less 
than 49.90 per cent of all the deaths. In 1855 nearly the same 
result was witnessed, while in 1859 it fell to 41.92 per cent. 

It will thus be seen that the excessive mortality among children 
of the ages above indicated, seems to have commenced with the 
year 1849, with one or two exceptions. Since that year the 
percentage of deaths has been large, as they were prior to that 
period small. 


Respectfully submitted. 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 
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To tHe City CoUNCIL: 


The undersigned herewith respectfully submits a detailed 
Report of the Births, Marriages and Deaths in the City of Bos- 
ton during the year 1866. 


BIRTHS. 


The number of Births recorded during the year was 5,543 — 
2,807 being males, and 2,736 females. This is an increase of 
268 compared with the preceding year. If the population of 
the city be estimated at the same number as last year, the births 
are in the ratio of one birth in 34.69 of the population. In 
1865, the ratio was one birth in 32.37. 

Of the whole number of births recorded, 171 were of children 
born in other States; some while their parents were temporarily 
absent from the city, and others belonged to parents, who, subse- 
quent to their births, became residents here. If it be assumed 
that an equal number escaped registration by the removal of 
their parents from the city, the whole number of births as above 
given may be regarded as nearly correct. 
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I. BIRTHS IN 1866. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Both parents. born in the United Stated... . . . . « «0 « s« « « « 6 enwieneuemeranmee 
OB % $6 England e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ° e e 63 


ec se Treland ss sisi 6 06 © 6 » 6.6 0 >s\ ie nelipn site CmConnns 
w Be Scotland). 2.25% si ous ss 0 0, 0 0s 0 0 10) ite Mtgnne eisai mms 
se ce British American Provinces .. . « « s.0 » ss)» le/si@isieinnen 
“e ‘“ Germany 3.6 se ly 6 ots. © 0.010 06 0.6 aie chee 
de o Unmixed ‘foreign'**. <<< + os 0:6 « « 6 el enetelel Meme mmn IEE 
ef We Mixed foreign fic) <4. ss 6 0 0 © «@ + 6.0 © velo [otteneeneMt mam eS 


Father born in United States, mother foreign. ...e.cecescercsrccvesccecece oat 
‘foreign, mother-in United States. . < sss « © s 0 0s ¢ © ste Suen yienannemEO 
** "born in United States, mother unknown. ....ssescsecescssvcseess 2 
‘¢ unknown, mother born in United States. ...s62ccecccecevcsvrse sd 
cle toreign, mother wnknown:.) <u.) ese denice elle ericile, + sis) »itciioltent sistema nian 1 
<= unknown, mother foreign .° 5. ec ster ionts be von ee felis! eviementeoiiall@iemnente names 
Both parents unknown. «2. eee eee eee reer rere reer ree vees 


Total soe ves 01a aw \e uletudva Wega. letee fou cicte.te atl Ate aan 


* Both parents from the same country. 
+ The parents in each instance from different countries. 


The foregoing table presents very clearly the parentage of the 
children born here. Much interest has recently been awakened 
by a discussion of the cause of the preponderance of births of 
children of foreign parentage, and of the decrease of births of 
those of native-born parents. The cause of this preponderance 
may be accounted for by the difference in the characters of the 
two classes. The former assume the marriage relation without 
much consideration of what is requisite for the support of a 
family, or for anything beyond the present. The latter defer 
action until time and opportunity have enabled them to provide 
both for the present and the future. 

The number of instances in which both parents were native 
born was 1,380, an increase of 76 compared with the preceding 
year. The percentage was, however, nearly the same in both 
years: in 1865, it was 24.75, and in 1866, 24.89. It will thus 
be seen, that of the yearly natural growth of Boston, not one- 
fourth is of native parentage. The whole number of children, 
one or both of whose parents were born in the United States 
(including half of those whose parentage is recorded as 
“unknown”’), was 2,167, making 39.10 per cent of the whole 
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number. The children born of foreign parents make, therefore, 
60.90 per cent of the whole number. Of this last class, chil- 
dren of Irish parentage number 2,218, or 40 per cent of all the 
births, and 65.70 per cent of all of foreign parents. This per- 
centage is identical with that of the same class in 1864, but 
3.35 per cent less than that of 1865. 

The births in each quarter are seen in the following table: 


FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH 
QUARTER. TAREE B QUARTER. A ENG ED QUARTER. BIRTHS. QUARTER, 


| | |_| | | || Oe 


January. . 390 || April... 436 duly ye ces 495 October . 498 
February . 386 || May ... 490 August. . 496 || November 507 
March... 429 || June... 446 September 453 December 517 


1205 1372 1444 1522 


The largest number of births, it will be seen, occurred in the 
last quarter, and the smallest number in the first. In the pre- 
ceding year, the largest number occurred in the first. 

The births in each ward (according to the new division), will 
be seen in the following table, together with the ratio of births 
to the population of each ward. The population is given 
according to the census ordered by the City Council in 1865. 


WARDS. POPULATION. BIRTHS. RATIO. 
a ae 20,572 634 1 in 32.44 
SEER a ss 5 + 23,256 723 1 ¢ 32.17 
oe = 14,835 460 1 “ 32,25 
a 11,136 229 1 “ 48,62 
BMGs iels oe 21,517 691 1 “ 36,40 
(| i ee 12,783 249 1 ‘ 51.83 
> A 24,351 1,040 1 * 23,41 
oS 13,771 265 1 “ 51.96 
SS eee 11,764 321 1 “ 86.64 
a 12,843 253 1 ‘ 50.76 
«Se 12,015 293 1 “ 41,00 
6 18,481 485 1 “ 27,79 

. 192,324 ' 5,543 1 “ 34,69 


eT en eee 
et 


6 CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 78. 


It will be seen by the above, that the births throughout the 
city are in the ratio of one birth in 34.69 of the: population. 
The wards in which the births are lower than that ratio are 
Wards 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 and 11, the lowest being in Ward 8, where 
there was only one birth in each 51.96 of the population of that 
ward. Ward 6 is but slightly above it, and Wards 10 and 11 
present no great improvement on that. Of the five wards which 
furnish births, in each instance, above the general average, Ward 
T (comprising the western portion of South Boston, and the 
South Cove district), exhibits births in the ratio of 1 in 23.41 of 
the population of that ward. Ward 12 (comprising all that part 
of South Boston east of H Street), stands next in order, and pro- 
duces one birth in 27.79. The above facts may be seen more 
clearly in the following table: 


WARDS. POPULATION. BIRTHS. 
feticdeireiee: (cues eis (eied ois ove iene kel tomements 10.69 per cent, 11.44 per cent. 
Sets tare oat Sheree itt, 1h Se eae 12.09 « 13.04 « 
Seach set oie eee + a 8.29 
EE hy A eee, OS ee tT of 5.79 « 413. «& 
BD Sate ee eR ee T1800 10.66 « 
Be ae, ENR. Co Se RS 5. | ie am ge 6.65 « 4.49 
£5 RE A AAD EE 12.66 18.76 « 
BRM gs ov ool ow Saas taper 716 0 A780 
SRE See GRC ROPE NM CU ard 611 = « 5.79 

MOMs got Geta atcha tin eae bess tees 6.67 4.56 « 
Ales te orice ees een Se ta aot 6.24 & 6.28 
We Reese eens sits abo ucc cx tiatene el 701. « 8.74 ce 

99.96 99.96 


The difference between the productiveness of Wards 4, 6, 8 
and 10, and Ward 1, is very marked and suggestive, from the 
fact, that in each of the first four wards the native population 
are in excess over the foreign. 


ae 
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Of the 1,040 births in Ward T, 683 were in that part of the 
ward lying in South Boston—a district containing a large 
foreign-born population. | 

The number of colored births was 70 —33 males and 37 
females —an increase of six over the number born in 1865. 
The ratio of colored births is one in 37.52 of the colored popu- 
lation. | 


Il. TWIN BIRTHS. 


Both Male and 


BIRTHPLACE OF PARENTS. Both Males. be RY ae 
Both parents born in the United States. .....2.e.0-. 3 2 3 
a se ee 5. ace Waccsuniese sue 2 5 8 
a bb SORT AA GLUNATIYi 6 056: ot 67 6: 6 ew 6 «ses z 1 1 
nf = MET WEGON gi ePelle’ sa 6.9 s, eyes 0 ele sie ee 6 ses F 
bed 7 “= British American Provinces. . . « «|+« «+e 1 gare OA 
‘Father United States, mother British American Provinces .|. «4 «.«|+eee-s 3 
“ British American Provinces, mother United States .|..... z a tahe Siar 
«Germany, mother United States . 2. 2.2 se ese lows ce 1 bs ust aan 
sé Ireland, “ s Moy Fieaie sn bo018 five ohay! oo 845 0r\ei] «oho cece 1 
“British American Provinces, mother Ireland ....|ee«s- 1 1 
Peeeerermany mother Ireland .. .°. . +» «+ 9.0. 1 ree NB 4 Bs 1 
peewee, mother Ireland. . . ~ . s+ «6 «se esis 6's 0 vu shew oc Rolae 
‘© France, mother British American Provinces . « « «|+ «es 1 il 
7 14 20 


There were 41 twin births, —a decrease of three compared 
with the preceding year, — eight of which only were of children 
of native parentage. In fourteen instances only, were one or 
both parents native born. In fifteen, both parents were born in 
Ireland; and in 21, one or both were of the same parentage. 
In each of twenty instances, one child was male and the other 
female; in 14, both were female; and in 7, both were males. 
There was one instance of triplets, two being females and the 
other male. 
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MARRIAGES. 

Persons solemnizing marriages are required by law to make 
a return of the same to the Registrar between the first and tenth 
days of each month. Some clergymen, however, omit to do so, 
not only to the great inconvenience of the recording officer, but 
often to the serious injury of the parties married, who desire an 
authenticated copy of the record. Others postpone their returns, 
often a considerable number, until after a duplicate copy of all 
the marriages received are made to the Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth in pursuance of law. These duplicate copies, of 
course, do not contain all the marriages solemnized during the 
year, which fact more or less seriously affects the statements of 
the State Registration Report, which is based on the returns of 
the recording officers throughout the Commonwealth. Constant 
efforts are being made to induce clergymen to be prompt, and 
several have been thoroughly reformed. There are others, how- 
ever, who have not made areturn for years. It may be that 
they have not solemnized a marriage during that time, for which, 
perhaps, they deserve commiseration. 

There were 2,845 marriages recorded during the year — an 
increase of 118 over the number recorded in 1865. The mar- 
riages in each quarter will be seen by the following table: 


1sT QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 8D QUARTER. 4TH QuARTeE. 
January. «+ « 267 | April... « « 289| July...) o's 227 | October. . . . 279 
Hebruary.... 220 | May. . «+0. 241 | August. . .. 241 November . e « 807 
March... . .- 110/ June... . . 224! September... 244] December... 196 
597 754 712 782 


There was a decrease of 20 in the first quarter, an increase of 
114 in the second, and 14 in the last, compared with the same 
periods of the preceding year. The number of marriages in the 
third quarter was the same as in 1865, 
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The number of grooms. born in the United States was 1,405, 
making 49.38 per cent, or nearly one-half of all the grooms. 
The number of instances in which native-born grooms married 
brides born here was 1,138, or 40 per cent of the whole number. 
The number of native-born brides was 1,405, the same number 
as that of the grooms who were born here. 

The number of native-born grooms who married foreign 
brides was 2771T— the precise number of foreign grooms who 
married American brides. 

The grooms born in Ireland number 813, 28. BT per cent of 
all the grooms, and 56.85 per cent of all the foreign-born 
grooms. In 1865 the percentage of Irish grooms was 26.58. 

The number of Irish grooms who married Irish brides was 
665, — 23.37 per cent of the whole number. In 1865, the per- 
centage was 26.58. 

The number of Irish brides was 899 — 31.60 per cent of all 
the brides. -During the preceding year, the number of Irish- 
born brides was 920, making 33.73 per cent of all the brides of 
that year. 

The whole number of grooms born in Boston was only 356 — 
12.51 per cent. The number born in the six New England 
States was 1,238 — 43.51 per cent. . 
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IV. MARRIAGES.—AGES AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE, 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF THE GROOMS. S ; ; ’ E 

Bh \oaPant a|ieo|vadoalh arg 

A a A iS) 
=) R 8 & Z 3 Se red | ae 
BIBGer Zhe su.» 160. « 34 18) | nt} sue Sho) Piano nel fe. 0h | oe oil gles ce 52 
BEDOLLON cls» sje ¢ «0 199 | 548 86 13 eos at oh aa 847 
ROLCOTOV lel a's) 4 so) se 121 | 468 | 302 EN) ec ee ee ee °° 949 
TAUOTAU Nese) bos 60 8 6 84} 210 | 221 195 XT 1 1 679 
Peas fe se 1] 28) 388] 108{ 48 Ly fehinc (ans 1| 215 
POWROMO cisvs 2 sth. os eee 2 8 31 26 Ale. oe At 71 
MT TO Nerd “ele ee « sins ae oe 5 8 Tl 2. Li okie 21 
TU FEO, SOU p) did eh oe) wo 1 1 2 
Unknown ..-+-...e- 1 8 9 
Totals.) 2. 0 «ee 389 | 1270 | 655 | 410 96 13 1 1 10 | 2845 


It will be seen by the above table, that the number of grooms 
married under 21 years of age was 52; of these 32 were 20 
years; 13 were 19; 5 were 18; and twowere 17. Four of these 
minor grooms married minor brides — one couple being 18 and 
17 years of age — the youngest couple married. 

Of the 389 brides under 20 years of age, 205 were 19; 124 
were 18; 43 were 17; and 17 were 16. Three brides 17 years 
of age married grooms of the ages of 30, 33 and 36. It will 


_also be seen that thirteen grooms between 21 and 25 years of 
age married brides between 30 and 40; and one groom, of the 


same age as the others, took for his wife one who had passed her 
40th year. There were 58 grooms between 25 and 30, who 


‘married those between 30 and 40. One groom between 30 and 


40, secured a bride who was of the mature age of 60 and over, 
and one between 40 and 50, married a bride between 50 and 60. 
Two grooms between 50 and 60 married brides who had not 
reached their 25th year; eight of the same age married those 
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who were between 25 and 30; 31 others, those who were 
between 30 and 40; 26, those between 40 and 50, while only 
four of that number married brides near their own ages. One 
groom of 73 married a bride of 22, and another three years | 
his junior married a bride of 40. 

Three hundred and seventy-five of the brides were older than 
the grooms they married. 

There were 74 colored couples married, and 14 instances 
in which the grooms were colored and the brides white. 
In 1865 there were 59 marriages of the former class, and eight 
of the latter. 

There were two marriages of Indians, and one where the 
parties were deaf and dumb. | 

Kstimating the white population to be about 190,000, the 
number of white marriages (2,757) is in the ratio of one mar- 
riage in 68.91 of that population. The colored population 
cannot vary much from that given in the census of 1865 — 2,627. 
In that case, the marriages, where one or both parties were 
colored, appear as one in 29.85 of that population. The. whole 
number married (white and colored) are in the ratio of one mar- 
riage in 67.60 of the entire population. The result may be seen 
in the following: © 


White. | Colored. 
Marriages, 2,757 — one in 68.91. | Marriages, 88 — one in 29.85. 


The births will appear as follows: 


. White. Colored. 
Births, 5,473 — one in 34.71. | Births, 70 — one in 37.53. 


It will thus be readily seen that, though the marriages among 
the colored population are proportionately very largely in excess 
over those among the whites, the latter, on the other hand, are 
more prolific. 
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V. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED.— RESIDENCES. 


BRIDES. RESIDENCES. 


GROOMS. rs e of 
= ae g g 
#/3)2)4/ 2 2 | 
fe a) oH p Ht & 9 
First Marriage . .| 2112} 236 NT Sa. | ecoe 1) 1n BOstOn (.. 6) «16 ie) 6 6 2220 | 2403 
Second ‘* - «| 278] 162 Vi 1] 446 || Other placesin State. .| 427} 306 
Third & aby 15 Sete! |o 61> 33 || Out of the State. ...| 198 | 1386 
Fourth ‘* 6 3 ae ea 4 
PROM als tele fae | ++ |. 8 
Totals. . . «| 2408 417 11 9 |} 2845 2845 | 2845 


The number of first marriages of both parties was 2,112 — 
14.23 per cent of the whole number. The first marriages of 
males number 2,354— 82.74 per cent. The number of first’ 
marriages of females was 2,408 — 84.64 per cent. 

Four grooms took for their first wives those who had been 
twice widowed. Seven grooms who had been widowed married 
brides who had twice before entered the matrimonial state. 
There were three grooms who chose as their fourth wives those 
who had never before been married. 
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DEATHS. 


The number of deaths in 1866 was 4,379 — 2,232 males and 
2,147 females, —a decrease of 162 from the number recorded in 
1865. Taking the population to be 192,324, the deaths will be 
in the ratio of one death in 43.91 of the whole population —a 
slight improvement compared with the preceding year, when the 
ratio was one death in 42.35. 


FIRST QUARTER.| NO. SEC’D QUARTER.| NO. ||THIRD QUARTER.| NO. ||FO’RTH QUARTER.| NO. 


January - + .| 336|| April. ...| 314|/|July.....| 452/| October ... 379 


February ..| 290/| May ....j| 33891} August ...| 485 || November . .| 864 


March ....j| 373/| Jume ,...| 304!) September. .| 401! December . . 342 


999 957 1838 1085 


—— 


As usual, the largest number of deaths in any one quarter 
occurred in the third, and the smallest in the first. In the pre- 
ceding year, the smallest number occurred in the fourth quarter. 


VI. DEATHS.—BIRTHPLACES, 


BIRTHPLACES. BIRTHPLACES. 


= | ee | | | | — 


Boston ...e«-e-eecc«e eee} 1040) 953 || England and Wales : seeks 36 41 
Other places in the State. ...| 227) 271 || Ireland .......22e+ee| 520 535 
MAING Ces) s7ghe wise cele oil OL 95 || Scotland... «ees s.e os} ab T 
New Hampshire. . .....- 56 62 || British American Provinces. 61 66 
Vermont. “eis % sp 0 0 0’ e> 0 6 20 10 || Germany and N. Europe... 38 19 
Rhode Island... «6. ..s+.e 10 12 || Other foreign places. .... 26 21 
Connecticut ....+++....| +8 6 || Unknown... o's s+ + sieiuae 12 


OtheraStatesiutsuse cuemsucns 6 ¢ 68 47 


ee OO | CO | | 


Total e e e e ° e e . e e 1520 1446 Totals e ° e e e ° e e e 712 701 
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The number of decedents who were born in the United 
States (including half of those whose birthplaces are recorded as 
unknown), was 2,979 — 68.03 per cent of the whole number. 
Of the 1,427 who were foreign born, 1,021 (71.54 per cent) 
were born in Ireland. 


VII. DEATHS. — PARENTAGE. 


1866. 1865. 

PARENTAGE. | | ——————————— 

Deaths. | Per cent,|} Deaths. | Per cent, 
PRU dics sine hace os cals es At 216 4.93 || 225 4.95 
Other places in the State........... 451 10.30 436 9.60 
MMAMIGISIS s isis scivlnd cscseccscs cose 229 5.22 209 4.60 
UMW FISTIOSHITE 6 0c c coe oc cee veer 189 3.17 179 3.94 
PRET R ian ee dev cic as esse tees 37 84 56 1.23 
EA is Sa er 17 .38 9 219 
6 2 a 23 52 21 46 
Other States..... > OCICS ae 98 2.23 110 2.42 
England and Wales........cesseees 166 3.79 176 3.89 
EMM icv eds to cccc cece Sele bana ne »'s (e's 2,137 48.80 2,181 48.03 
REESE aie ping os oss 0c cces sc cee's 60 1.37 68 1.49 
British American Provinces ........ 144 3.28 170 3.74 
Germany and Northern Europe...... 180 4.11 134 2.96 
Other Foreign Places........ .. +... 106 2.42 139 3.06 
a ; 376 8.58 428 9.48 
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It will be seen by the above, that the number of those of 
native parentage was 1,398 — 31.92 per cent of the whole num- 
ber. This includes half of those whose parentage is unknown. 
Of those whose parents were foreign born, 2,137 (71.68 per 
cent) were born in Ireland. In the preceding year, the latter 
class made 77.85 per cent. 
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The number of children who died under five years of age 
was 1,698 — 38.77 per cent of the whole number of decedents. 
In the preceding year,* the percentage of the same class 
was over 40 per cent. Of this number, no less than 1,197 
(70.49 per cent of all the children dying at that age) were of 
foreign parentage. Of the 1,032 children under one year of 
age, 710 (nearly 68.80 per cent) were of the same origin. No 
less than 81 children died on the day of their birth; 59 of these 
were of foreign parentage. 

The number of deaths over one and under five years of age, 
was 666 (15.20 per cent of the whole mortality), of which the 
children of foreign-born parents number 487 — 73.12 per cent 
of all the deaths during that period of life. 

The number dying between five and ten, was 174; of these, 
124 (71.26 per cent) were of foreign parentage. 

Of the 91 who died between 10 and 15, 61 were children of 
foreign parents. 

There were 146 who died between 15 and 20; 102 of these 
were of native parents, and make 69.86 per cent of all who died 
between those ages. | 

Of the 527 dying between 20 and 30, 292 were foreign-born; 
of these last, 214 were born in Ireland. 

Between 30 and 40, there were 452 deaths; of these, 260 
were foreign born. Those born in Ireland numbered 190. 

There were 358 deaths between 40 and 50, of which number, 
241 were foreign born. ‘Two hundred were born in Ireland. 

Of those dying between 50 and 60 (335), 196 were foreign 
_ born; of which number, 166 were natives of Ireland. 

There were 271 deaths of persons between 60 and 70; of 
this number, 137 were foreign born; all but 13 of these last 
were born in Ireland. , | 

‘Of the 200 who died between 70 and 80, 79 were foreign 
born; 58 of the latter were natives of Ireland. 

There were 127 deaths of persons over 80 years of age — 46 
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males, and 81 females. Of these, 55 were foreign born; of which 
mumber, 48 were born in Ireland. 

There were two females who died at the age of 102 years. 

In the periods under 1 year, 1 to 5, 10 to 15, 20 to 30, 30 to 
40, 40 to 50 and 50 to 60, the deaths of males are in excess 
over the deaths of females; the greatest difference being during 
the period under one year. During the periods between 5 and 
10, and 15 and 20, the mortality among females is in excess 
over that among males of two only in each case; and in each of 


the decennial periods above 60 years of age, the deaths among 


females exceed considerably those among males. Of. those who 
died above 70 years of age, only four were males. 

A comparative statement of the mortality of the past year, 
with that of the preceding one, is given below: 


1866. 1865. 
Under 1 year - « - -| 1032 |Being. . . . 23.56 per cent.|| 1047 Being. . . . 23.05 per cent. 
Seeman ry 008 | FS 16.20 8 TOT Ps i 175 SS 
RTO MOMMCO Ms neon et LE 8S Cis ew SOT ee 182 }..5 5. 2 + + 4.00 cs 
i A Ney a 9 Pe Es AK 
Mentor Mmeemtarecns.| 146 | 6 3. 3.83 oS TOSS retro OL ce 
BURLOISO emit atret es Fe"| O20 |S: ee eee 12,08 es || 559 cS ie suk apiemisg 250). & 
POO m0 memiMalenene|. 402 1 6  , . » 10,82 ce | WR WS Go a sy se 
40 to 50 “ pense OUG.)| S) ore 6 6 Sle se GO | eae SG 8,12 a 
RORUMOUMCOMes yee | Oc0'| 8 5 6 «.9 1.05 ‘ Mae | 6s Wo le tle! Uae . 
PrOnemmmrets , 6] 27L she. . et BLS se 261 1 “Saw oe ois POTS a 
MORGCROO mt treets sete otf 200 8 ts ty ore 4.56 ‘¢ IDZ) le’ pata e| 02,6 ae “ 
Somme tots ev) 10D | © oy ek. 2.89 . | 104 |e a es a.nd uw 
east S22) 34. one 00, 88 jt JB |, ML ee ee 
4379 99,93 99.95 


There is a decrease of nearly 2 percent in the mortality of 
children under five years of age, compared with the preceding 
year. 
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Accidents. — The number of deaths thus recorded was 176 — 
145 males, and 31 females — the precise number recorded in 
1865. These deaths make 4 per cent of the whole mortality. 


Apoplery.— There were 55 deaths from. this cause — 27 
males, and 28 females — 23 less than occurred in the preceding 
year. 

Bowels, Diseases of. — There were 41 deaths thus reported — 
21 males and 20 females — 12 less than were recorded in 1865. 
Twenty-seven of the whole number were given as inflammation of 
bowels. 

Brain, Diseases of: —'The number of deaths thus designated 
was 251133 males and 118 females —17 more than were 
reported in 1865, and making 5.73 per cent of the whole mor- 
tality. Twenty-four were reported as “inflammation,” and 66 
as “congestion.” 

Bronchitis. — There were 116 deaths from this disease — 62 
males and 54 females, —an increase of 20 compared with the 
preceding year. 

Cancer. — There were 78 deaths from this cause — 16 males 
and 62 females,—an increase of 21, over the number reported | 
in 1865. The locations of the disease were, in uterus, 15; 
breast, 12; stomach, 9; liver, 6;: bowels, 4; throat, 2; leg, 2; 
pelvis, side, head, mouth and neck, one each. 

Cholera. — There were 11 deaths from this disease reported 
by physicians — 9 males and 2 females. The first death was 
that of a soldier, which occurred at No. 81 Summer Street, on 
the 19th of July. The next case reported was on the 8th of 
September, at Hast Boston, during which month there were six 
deaths. There were two deaths in October and two in 
November. 

Cholera Morbus.—'The number of deaths thus reported was 
48 — 25 males and 25 females. Undoubtedly several of these 


deaths were from Asiatic Cholera. 
4 
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Cholera Infantum.— The number of deaths from this cause 
was 266 (6.07 per cent of the whole mortality) —135 males 
and 131 females,—an increase of five compared with the 
preceding year. 


Consumption. — The deaths from this disease number 846 — 
420 males and 426 females, — an increase of 27 over the num- 
ber of the year preceding. The deaths from this. cause make 
19.31 per cent of the whole mortality. In 1865, the per- 
centage was 17.90.. In Philadelphia, during the same year, the 
deaths from Consumption made only 12.65 per cent of all who 
died. ‘The deaths in each quarter from this disease are given 
below, with the percentage of the same to the whole mortality: 


f 


FIRST QUARTER. SECOND QUARTER. THIRD QUARTER. FOURTH QUARTER, 


January. . 


M.| F. 


M.| ¥. 


July . « «| 87 | 28 


M.| F. 


October. .| 85 | 838 


November .| 385 | 42 
December. | 28 | 36 


February ./| 39 | 27||May .. .| 34] 47 
March. . .| 43} 36 ||June. . .| 31 | 39 


August . .| 28 | 35 
September. | 30 | 33 


{115 |108 112 /111 95 | 96 } 98 | 111 


Percent. . . 22.57 


Per cent. . . 26.85 


Per cent. . . 26,35 Per cent . . .) 24.10 


The birthplaces of those who died from Consumption are 
seen in the following table: 


Females. 


Males. Totals. 

Born in United States... 2. 2100s ee wo ew 184 176 360 
OW Trgland iets alms) sce" apie eos ohne fee ree em EL FL 177 348 
6) 6 England and Wales. . « . « es « oe eetetionte 7 11 ‘18 

‘© British American Provinces...... ete ve 16 24. 40 

SC ESCOLA artak [oho Ublie'se, 10, 0s Ve Ties Metin haMeitet 6 etre: ' 4. 8 
‘¢ ~~ Germany and Northern Europe. .....+.-. 10 Ae 10 

“¢ Other foreign places. ......-s osieene as 6 11 if 
Children of foreign parents. ...-..+ee. Pe danaeiie. te 22 23 45 
420 426 846 
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The number of decedents born in the United States was 360, 
making 42.55 per cent of the whole number. Of the remaining 
486, those born in Ireland number 348 — 71.60 per cent of all 
the foreign born. 


Wards. Deaths. Wards. Deaths. Public Institutions. Deaths. 

dee igess! 68 8. 33 Massachusetts Hospital. ..+..s+e«-e-. 12 
Gib ewied ok its 109 Dives. is 38 City Hospital . . « ees eeeeves 8 
Siiehe s 6. « 88 OP welvels 53 Carney Hospital. . . «+ ++«e-e--s 6 
7s ee a 34 1h ee 34 Lunatic ce Sie lictoliet emerten ce ie 3 
5 oeeee 111 12. o 8 .@ 49 Deer Island Pipa je i e ¢6 e © Vel ¢ « /¢ 12 
Gitettre: as 43 RIN SLONC Mi SlanGuememlen een ciieitemeneits 14 
T voila « < * 109 Other Hospitals. . 2. eee ee eee 22 

769 17 


No less than 319 (37.70 per cent) of the above deaths 
occurred in Wards 2,5 and 7. Ward 2, it will be recollected, 
comprises the North End; Ward 5, Fort Hill and neigh- 
borhood; and Ward 7, the Cove district, and the lower part (or 
western) of South Boston. 

The following table shows what percentage of the mortality 
from Consumption occurred during the several periods of life 
therein indicated : | 


5 to 15. 15 to 20. 20 to 30. 80 to 40. | 40 to 50. | Over 50. 


PER CENT... . 5.08 | 3.66 


16.19 17.73 


8.51 28.72 20.09 


No less than 243 (28.72 per cent) of the decedents were be- 
tween 20 and 30 years of age. The deaths between 20 and 40 
made 48.81 per cent of the whole mortality from this cause. 

The occupations of the males dying from consumption are 
given in the following table: 
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Laborers... «+.» +. .8| Musiciang....... . 8 | Boarding-house) Keepers. 


Pipe Worker. . .-+.«-e- 


(oy) 


WIELKS) (cine, cies: sue ledliete) 020) NLASOTIN Memes Medtolieits vie ke 
Tailors... +. + «0s + -21| Gardeners... 5. . «2 | Weaverar: .menemememeneEe 
INGACHATHISES a er euclare Hel «trenvs dal OADUNG DENI T KOtn main metreunen ect Clock Maker oiatee ee toles dee 
Mariners... .... >. +s 11 | Ship Carpenters. .... 2 | Paper Hanger: asses 
Carpenters... .....11/] Minstrels ........ 2; Glass Manufacturer ... 
Shoemalsers a.) spiel cite viele LO || CALVELS me icmelaineits ism. UF | Boot Counter Maker ... 
Teamsters . . + o's 6 «6 Lawyers .«.+.e.-.-. 2| Rope Maker. 5 ssa 


WV ELECTS gels ote a 6 6» © Clergymen ....... 2] Carriage Spring Maker. . 


a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 | i 

8 1 

Merchants ...«.. ..«. 7 | Gentlemen ;.. 4)... « 2 Artist S)oesues oesee eee 
Soldiers ... ... +. . 6) Printers... 5)... 2... 2 4 Cook. guaneunemeeeeaene 
Barmers .. . «s+ «+ 6] Upholsterers. .). ... 2.) Glasd Makers seen 
Plumbérs .......-+ 6 | Photographers... . - 2) Polishers. .useeemenantee 
Stone-cutters ey. 9. si. 2 6 AP 
Blackemiths «2°95». .»» 5b} Peddlers sss. s:2 2» 2 | Cigar Makeree eee 
Bookbinders ...... . 8 | Undertakers. ...,4-». 2} Pyrotechnist = .cusisuseeue 
Painters .'. 6 o's «+, + 5 | Steward. . .\. 4 « « « « J | Teacherie, summer 
Policemen ... «+... -e« 4 Carrier ..'s26..% 1 | CtistomeOtucer s.geenee 
‘Linplate Workers .... 4| Sexton ...... ... 1 | Studemg (0005 coats e eee 
Coopers 2... |. 6 § 3 ss 4 | Calker' °.%5.5.°5 5°. = » 1.| Hainess Maker mene -menee 
Barbers . +. ..-+.«,- 3| Dentist ....... s 1 Sugar Netiner. .a.seeeee 
Bakers %) Gels ie + be * (O4| Hisherman ie ern A |e a 
Engineers: . «/ ie », + end. | Moulder: cc ocusitele stusire 2 | brush Makers, amen. mires 
Brass Finishers «.). ... 3 | Hxpressman. .. 2 2. . @} Stone Mounters.s..-asmen eee 
Hackmen . . «)0:s « «6 ¢ #98)| Miller. 2 5 6's 6 « os » 2") Unknown 1.95), eee ee 
POYIOYS te oye coco: bis. ces hg LON cele eeiee ite eee emer Ties 
420 


Laborers, clerks and tailors make 32.62 per cent of the whole 
number of males dying from this disease, or nearly one-third of 
the whole number. Those three classes, united with machinists, 
mariners, carpenters and shoemakers, make over 43 per cent. 


Convulsions. —'The number of deaths thus returned was 115, 
— 62 males and 53 females, — making 2.62 per cent of all the 
deaths. 
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Croup. — There were 87 deaths from this cause, —48 males 
and 39 females, — an increase of four over the number reported 
in 1865. 


Diarrhea and Dysentery.— The number of deaths thus desig- 
nated was 211,— 95 males and 116 females, — making nearly 
4.82 per cent of the whole mortality. 


Diphtheria. — This disease caused 52 deaths, — one more than 
was recorded in the preceding year; 18 were males and 34 
females. 

Dropsy.— There were 73 deaths thus returned,— 32 males 
and 41 females, — nine less than were reported in the preceding 
year. 


Dropsy of Brain. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
131 — 77 males and 54 females — five less than the number 
recorded in 1865. The mortality from this cause makes nearly 
3 per cent of all the deaths. 


Scarlet Fever. — There were 60 deaths from this disease — 
35 males and 25 females. In the preceding year there were 
225 deaths. 


Fever, Typhoid, Typhus, etc.—'The number of deaths from 
these causes was 113—68 males and 45 females —31 legs, 
compared with 1865. Ninety-three were reported as typhoid; 
8 as typhus; 6 as remittent; 2 as intermittent, and 4 simply as 
“Hever.” 


Heart, Disease of. —'There were 137 deaths thus reported — 
68 males and 69 females — an increase of 12 over the number 
of the preceding year. 

Hooping Cough. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
32—13 males and 19 females —a decrease of twenty from 
1865. 

Infaniile Diseases. — There were TT deaths from causes thus 
designated — 41 males and 36 females. 
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Lungs, Disease of. —The number of deaths from lung diseases 
was 340 — 162 males and 178 females — making 7.76 per cent 
of all the deaths. Of these, 282 were from inflammation; 52 
from congestion, and 6 reported from “ diseases” of lungs. 

Premature Births. — There were T1 deaths thus reported — 
35 males and 36 females. There were 86 deaths in 1865. 

Small Pox.— There were 51 deaths from this disease — 29 
males and 22 females —a decrease of 64 compared with the 
preceding year. : 

Suicide. — There were 11 deaths from suicide — 8 males and 
3 females — 7 less than in 1865. 

Unknown Diseases. — There were T3 deaths thus reported — 
34 males and 39 females. In 1865 the number of these cases 
was 60. | 


X. DEATHS.—WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


——— 


Wards. Deaths|Per cent.|| Wards. |Deaths|Per cent. Public Institutions. Deaths Per cent. 
a 
i 382 | 8.72 || 9 199 | 4.54 || City Hospital....... 123 
2 690 | 15.75 |} 10. . | 245] 5.59 || Mass. Gen. Hospital. ..| 96) 
3 3380 | 7.53 |} 11... | 198] 452 || Deer Island ....... 50 
4 205 | 4.68 12 276 | 6.80 || Rainsford Island. .... 38 
5 511 | 11.66 Lunatic Hospital... .. 23 ig 
6 170 |} 3.88 Carney Hospital ..... 17 | 
a 576 | 13,15 Dis. Soldiers’ Home... 16 | 
8 215 | 4,90 Other Hospitals ..... 19 
3997 | 91.28 382 


It will be seen by the above, that there were 1,777 deaths in 
Wards 2, 7 and 5, making no less than 40.58 per cent of all the 
deaths. In those three wards, the population was, according to 
the census of 1865, 69,124. The deaths in those wards were in 
the ratio of one death in 38.89: of their population. 


= 


)) 
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STILLBIRTHS IN 1866, Males. Females. Unknown. 
ST ea in hele 17 12 2 
PMMIMMIETEURNS Gos 5 5 5 0 oe eh te te he 19 16 2 
J ee ae ee 24. 11 ee 
ICG csi lols os) ¢ 09 ¢.0 0 8 6 8 e 21 13° A 
a a 18 19 2 
i i enh Phe 17 12 ve 
PMEMMUURNy Tse G5 6 4 v6) 0s 0 0 8 6 eile? heise 21 13 ee 
EINE MGR GR Gly i 5) c ys 6s ¢ 0 0 0.0 6 Cte te 14. 16 1 
EE DCUUICTM Mes tigig tos u/s 6 0 «(8 6 06 6 66 6 17 14 ae 
a 19 16 lee 
PEWOVCIRDGT 3s xi + bse eo Bae as) ew 6 6 18 8 °. 
DRIGOOIID@ED sels ss cise cc et te we to 23 12 ane 
PROUMIMistinlele sie 2.6 0 0 6 0 so 0 6 0 eo 228 162 7 


The number of stillbirths was 397 — an increase of 24 com- 
pared with the preceding year. The sexes were, males, 228; 
females, 162; unknown, 7. ‘Those of foreign parentage num- 
ber 242; unknown, 51. There were 6 twin births. 


XI. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND DEATHS. 


MONTHS. Births. Marriages. | Intentions. Deaths. 
MMUUOIV witless eo ce ee et ee 390 267 255 336 
IDEUMILAE VG sss 6 6 elt eo 0 oe oe 8 386 220 205 290 
DUEOIEDSD Gees so coe ev tee tae 429 110 166 373 
ne er ne a 436 289 297 314 
ES ee eee sacads 490 241 251 339 
rn 446 224. 239 304. 
Se er ee 495 227 236 452 
CCT oe i 496 241 242 485 
MOUEIUDOE wos ce we et et ee 453 244 266 401 
MECN eis) s (6 0 6 0 ¢ 6 0 0 « ee 498 279 807 379 
BUI ns ie 6 eo te tt tt 507 307 316 364 
December, sos ee ess ve evens ° 517 196 239 342 


ee ee ee 5543 2845 3019 4379 
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The number of interments in the city proper during the year 
was 155 (including 39 bodies brought from other places); 143 
in South Boston; and 98 in East Boston. 

During the year, the remains interred in St. Matthew’s Ceme- 
tery, South Boston, and a portion of those in the South Burial 
Ground, on Washington Street, were removed by order of the 
Board of Aldermen, and re-interred in Mount Hope Cemetery. 


Respectfully submitted. 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 
City REGISTRAR’S OFFICE, 
Boston, Aug. 1, 1867. 
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In Board of Aldermen, May 25, 1868. 


Laid on the table, and five hundred copies ordered to be 
printed, 


Attest, 
S. F. McCLEARY, City Clerk. 


Hye Hk OR, Lh 


To tHE City CovuncIL: — 


THE undersigned begs leave to submit his annual detailed 
Report of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the City of 
Boston. 

By the annexed tables, it will be seen that the number of 
births in Boston, during the year 1867, was 5,893, — 2,971 
males, and 2,922 females, — an increase of 350, compared with 
the number recorded in 1866. This is a gratifying increase, 
although not altogether a satisfactory one, there having been 
only one birth in each 34.78 of the population, estimating the 
latter at 205,000. In 1851, the births were in the ratio of one 
in twenty-six of the population, and since that year the birth-rate 
has been diminishing, until it has reached its present. low state, 
with plain indications of falling still lower. 


I. BIRTHS IN BOSTON, 1867. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Both parents born in the United States .......2.e. hoo oe bo oon a dS 1,421 
Be ee MONGIANIG, “hot e) eter ce) as, o ets Ao SAY Ch a) Bee caus 78 

He ae Vela scecieasmenegeticass iat vas os Suicide! Bosh Beles eho - 2,450 

fe ee OLOUANG cl Weletenel Ors shee Chel etis | aneiet eran sy Cree a. ote 18 

as He British American Provinces ..... Cre eueh be ere leer es wer LOe 

#¢ Gertian yes soe ests be Crete erg le, 6 ele ete ea, 6 cae sue MLO 

bi iemmixeds foreign *-.ser6 «66 «4.6 Mees sl ow dice oe ee Kotor s ical meu mae LaL 

< Maxed TtOLreign {<0 «ls st oe once stole Ai oOoenue oc 576 
_Father born in United States, mother foreign ......2e cece eceececvsces 335 
“ poreieuetaotuner United States < . . 6 « « «+ 2 0 5 8 6 8 oe 8 Oe 6 8 426 
“¢ United States, mother unknown ........ 46 Do ORES. at Gomes 6 2 
és unknown, mother United States . . 2.22 ceercceccec eee ee reves 29 
Bemtorcignemother UnKnNOWD » 2.2. ee ce ee wee we ee ls wees otesihe 1 
ememmmmonwn, mother foreign ... 2. ese te ee ew owes ee ete Aes i 36 
IMIIPMEECILGIAO WIN ellis’ ccs ¢ 6 0 ¢ 6 60 Oe ew eo ete 8 8 incom eh sie eeu’ ot ence 26 
“LUE Ss aris 2B) riser e siicitelrel et emia 5. ater oc He ooo Semteoss PAs 


* Both parents from the same country. 
{ The parents in each instance from the same country. 
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It will be seen by the above that the number of children born 
in 1867, whose parents were both native born, was 1,421, — 
24.11 per cent of the whole number of births. In 1866, the 
percentage was 24.89, and in 1865, 24.75. On the other hand, 
in those cases where both parents were foreign born, the number 
of births was 3,617, or 61.37 per cent of the whole number. 
When it is remembered that the population of Boston is very 
evenly divided between the foreign and the native born, the facts 
tabulated above bear an unpleasant aspect, and show that if 
there be anything reprehensible in the undesirable result wit- 
nessed, it unmistakably belongs to the native population. 

The number of foreign born fathers (including half of those 
recorded as unknown) was 4,090, — 69.40 per cent of all the 
fathers. The number of foreign born mothers was 4,002, — 
67.91 per cent of all the mothers. This statement shows that 
the children born of foreign parents are in the proportion of 
more than two to one compared with the children of native 
parents. A like result appears in regard to the mothers. 

The number of instances in which both parents were natives 
of Ireland, was 2,450, —41.5T per cent of all the births, and 
67.73 per cent of all the children of foreign born parents. 

The births in each quarter are shown in the following table :— 


January —March ..-..+.+s-ese-s 1,408 | July— September ........-. ~ . 1,553 
April—June. 2... ee eeeeens 1,324 | October—December ......2.:se6 1,608 


The births in the last quarter amounted to 1,608, the largest 
number recorded in any one quarter; and the smallest in the 
second, 1,324, — 22.47 per cent of all the births. 

The births in each Ward, together with the percentage of the — 
same to the whole number, will be seen in the following 
table : — 
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WARDS. Births.| Per cent. W ARDS. Births.| Per cent. 


OS ee 673 11.42 Te Pal DANE de 1,076 18.26 
Oe ee 946 16,05 Seer ar iiys uy 262 4,45 
Sie eee oe 410 7.11 NA PREE SpruPe Ole s) 322 5.46 
Og RN a ee 183 Belg ae NEI Cre See ee 362 6.11 
2S Be 582 CRE IT note tae 311 5.28 
cee 276 POM TIS ite cre 481 8.17 


There was an increase of thirty-nine births in Ward 1, 
compared with the preceding year; two hundred and twenty- 
three in Ward 2; twenty-seven in Ward 6; thirty-six in Ward 
7; one in Ward 9; one hundred and nine in Ward 10; and 
eighteen in Ward 11. There was a decrease of forty-one in 
Ward 3; forty-six in Ward 4; nine in Ward 5; three in Ward 
8; and four in Ward 12. The number of births in Ward 7 
(1,076) make 18.26 per cent of all the births; those in Ward 
2 (nine hundred and forty-six), 16.05 per cent. The births in 
Wards 7, 2, and 1 make nearly forty-six per cent, while those in 
Wards 4, 8, and 6 make only 12.25 per cent. The population 
in the last named three wards make 19.59 per cent of that of 
the whole city, while that of Wards 7, 2, and 1 embrace‘ only 
30.45 per cent. The above facts will be more clearly seen by 
the following statement : — 


Per cent Per cent 


of of 
WARDS. Births. | Population. 
ME see eos te cio wees cee 46.00 35.45 
Ep em 12.25 19.59 
ae 


There were seventy-three births of colored children, —thirty- - 
six males, and thirty-seven females, — an increase of three over 
the number reported in 1866. 
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Il. TWIN BIRTHS, 1867. 


Both Both Male 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. Male. | Female. Female. 
Both United States) lore. 1s) +) +) 'el Mellen ciel cuel cls ls) «siete 4 2 3 
MT roland Matec. (able o eiete ee Leh ete renee oicte fone toe 6 4 4 
UO Cmte A GomoOoOOD EOD OGCOAK COO GS GE ad 4 oc 3 
66 Ttaly © . 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 S06 « 0 0 oi oe © 0. cielo lio otter iemananrn 1 
(ce British American) Provinces maemo cee oioncienel omens |tentemamne 2 


Father’ United States; mother Ireland) <1 <7 .0/.8 « civts slot) el ssi oul eine memes 1 


“ ae (cp Nova Beotia stay steers lellenc te ican pI 
“¢ SEngiand, are bgdeMl 6 agi oad oo dn oe 1 u 
‘¢  Treland, 6° —s United States 0. 0. crs 2 + «_» | bu eh cnn 1 
J; 33 Jang soa da boo do oo 1 
4 he SNC wabruns wickioms@el cited ollsiieis 1 
sé Germany, 6 \Treland 2%. ss sid s 0 0.0 0 6s} wu onsieedlie ie memnEmmnn 1 
"France, 4 be o ce 0 5 8 6 bs 6» 66} of wie eileen u 
se Newfoundland, ‘ ce oe uieiie fos. temo were Jo netics | Lae mene 1 
ve Nova Scotia, 6. United States’. . 0.70%. sits oilieiie eel ememennente 1 
es “ £¢ <Trelandins ce Veliets tetietemelis helreie t rere ay) re! 
se Unknown, {¢) United States oiemsussen siento 1 
15 wer 14 
TRIPLETS, 1867. Male. |Female. 
Both parents born in Ireland .. 2.2.2 se eescecevvecsee 2 1 


_ The number of twin births was forty-three, — an increase of 
two compared with the preceding year. In nine instances only 
were both of the parents native born; and in five, one parent, in 
each instance, was born here. In the other twenty-nine instances, 
one or both parents were foreign born. In fourteen cases, both 
parents were born in Ireland; and in eight, one parent in each. 
instance was of the same nativity. In fifteen of the cases, both 
children were males; in fourteen, both were female; and in four- 

teen, the sexes were equally divided. | 
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There was one case of triplets, two of which were males, 


the other a female. The parents of these were born in Ire- 
land. . 


Ill. STILL-BIRTHS, 1867. 


MONTH. Male. | Female. | Unkn’wn, 
RUSIUAIVMMOMCMelsifehs Lene) cle, ¢ ls sie see eels 6 ees 20 16 
IGDISIAL VaMeMMoMcliciisi/¢ 5) «6 0 0 « 6 0 6 0 0 6 0 6 gos 20 15 
March . 2. 2 ee eos Dt Heels Vel'ew'el oho te) oe) ye levee 18 14 
“lolol yee area . 65 0 eee sc peers 22 9 
IMIANie Matter siiel cle sss Lot ode SO 6 OO oo Sos 10 10 3 
SUNG a ses 6 6 5 6 6 6 5 AS Sel ono ek est =, yoo 23 13 
RELLY & ogo) es 3 0 ‘6 wap <<) 3&s “joes OEY Oy a eid si sis es 23 13 1 
JE on 6 og On08 6 Banoo G5, Be pace oC ee 29 14 
Pe pictaCtmencitmeielicnchctciciel’s s 0 66 09 ss 6 0 «0% 20 12 1 
St RTO CMO MGE Sialic Gil sdis a] wc so! oj.0 sie 0 0 0 2 0. 00 @ 000 17 18 
Wovember..... . DUpicieEs hehe » 4 0 ove 010 che + sus 15 12 1 
ped Ae biley o], eeu e oh te sats 24 15 

241 161 6 


The number of still-births was four hundred and eight, — an 
increase of eleven compared with the preceding year. The sexes 
were two hundred and forty-one males; one hundred and sixty- 
one females; and six unknown. The ratio of these cases was 
one to each 14.44 of those children born alive. The parentage 
was, — foreign, two hundred and sixty-one; native, one hundred 
and four; unknown, forty-three. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages recorded during the year was 
2,897, — an increase of fifty-two compared with the preceding 
year. The number of marriages in each quarter is seen in the 
following : — | 
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January.— March . 2. « « « « «0 « « 600 July —September . . « « « « « « « © « O19 
Aopeii—sadtliney og 6 Fo aoO oa oA aE 726 October— December ...... Tens O20 


There was an increase of marriages in the first quarter, com- 
pared with that of the preceding year, of sixty-six; a decrease 
of twenty-eight in the second; a decrease of thirty-three in the 
third; and an increase.of thirty-eight in the fourth. 


IV. BIRTHPLACES OF THE COUPLES MARRIED. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


Abe fa] .|8¢) . 
; giz) . |g |S] Big] B 
S gi|aa| 3 1a | ad] e alo wo 
i) 8 HS | as q S&S QP q is =| tol 
BIRTHPLACES OF GROOMS. | ¥ g | 2 we} & 1B /Bele ise e 8 
fo) re) q 2 5 ® ap iS) 
a) S/o |. |e) ee 1S lose 
Boston . . «2 eee - . -| 144 65 70 6 | 26 3 | 24 1 ele 339 


Other places in the State ..| 89 | 161 j 110 Gu) 523 Balen | mee 


Other States ...... ool LLG dd Si SSaeenl a0 ee2O 5 | 53 Stall oa 677 
England and Wales. ....| 17 9 TEES lege pag 2) 14 Ble Halhacd 103 
Ireland -.%. 21... 2% =e ole mGL 12 25 | 17 | 671 41 29 | os ie oliees 819 
Peotland 7. is < sls 6 alee eee 2 2 1 8 5 3 Pe ts 24. 
British American Provinces | 30 16 23 5. 8T | oat 114 a eee 225 
Germany and North Europe | 15 10 7 4| 23 |...) 10, OS ea oes 176 
Other Foreign Places... . 9 1 6 5 | 15 1 6 8 | 60] 1 112 
MU NEMO Wc “sion etek orcs pe outed (ome nes comemenl (ede olli'e (ell telicms!|(/emre belle -| 3 3 

Totals ...+--.-.../ 484 | 394 | 589 | 81 | 859 | 20 | 282 /113 | 69| 6] 2,897 


It will be seen by the above table that the number of native 
born grooms was 1,435, — an increase of thirty compared with 
the preceding year, making 49.53 per cent (nearly one-half) of 
all the grooms, but bearing about the same proportion to the 
whole number of grooms as was shown in 1866. Of this 
number, (1,435,) 1,205 married native born brides, showing that 
only 41.59 per cent of the marriages was of unmixed native 
parentage. 
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The number of native grooms who married foreign brides was 
two hundred and thirty — forty-three less than the number re- 
corded in 1866. 

The number of native born brides was 1,467 — over fifty per 
cent of all the brides. 

The number of Boston born grooms was only three hundred 
and thirty-nine— less than twelve per cent of all the grooms. 
The number of brides born in Boston was four hundred and 
eighty-four — 16.70 per cent of all the brides. 


V. MARRIAGES. AGES AT TIME OF MARRIAGE. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


; pa. 
pees s | se Pate ef ol ae 
AGES OF GROOMS. = as = 2 2 £ £ a S ge 
mec) ats) Ss 1.2 |e.) 6) a. |a° 
Winder Zeit e ote «eos «| - 22 18 & lo pollo edie oc 43 1.49 
PAMtORCOloM emesis 6.0. 6.6 |-201 524 82 is |e a olioo éile ox 1 | 882 30.44 
MORLOraUl el si 6 o« « «| LOD 486 | 309 56 BY it too doen 6 1 | 966 33.34. 
SEO LAO we es 4 © 3 «| 82 213 | 248 | 192 17 ib he eB . 703 24,26 
RUEGOAOU ssl» sls «6 « « © 1 21 39 | 104 40 2 oe 207 7.14 
WUMUOEOUL es ee ss 6 6s 1 3 6 32 23 5 ° 70 2.41 
UL oh, WO 6 oo BUR ean ee ce ae 5 9 7 1 | 22 76 
BUMUGROU ce) cis 6 ¢ «3 «f+ « « 6 ee pole tle 6 es 1 1 * 2 06 
SEEMMEC GN Gs ol ofs|ic so] o oe) o's of eo e's ab due Ai Bacthes aoe 1 .03 
IMIR OVINs os le, .s..¢ « 5 lio o Silo eC ouls 7 Wike.o Glee s ol Goes 1 i! 03 
Totals .........| 422 | 1,265| 687 | 407 | 95 | 16 2 3 | 2,897 
’ Percent of Brides .. .| 14.56 | 43.66 | 23.71 | 14.04] 3.28 | .55 .06 10 99.96 


The number of minor grooms was forty-three —nine less than 
the number married in the preceding year. Of these, three were 
eighteen years of age; thirteen were nineteen; and twenty- 
seven. were twenty. Hight of the whole number married minor 


brides; one couple were of the ages of eighteen and sixteen 
2 


10 CITY DOCUMENT.—No. 65. 


respectively, the youngest couple married. LHighty-two of the 
grooms under twenty-five years of age were united to brides who 
were between twenty-five and thirty; and eighteen of the same 
age married those between thirty and forty. There were five 
grooms between twenty-five and thirty, and seventeen between 
thirty and forty, who married brides between forty and fifty; 
and another of the same age was united to a bride who had left 
her fiftieth year some distance behind her. There were thirty- 
two grooms between thirty and forty who married brides under 
twenty years of age; another between forty and fifty married a 
bride of the same age; twenty-one married those between twenty 
and twenty-five; and thirty-five others were united to brides who 
had not reached their thirtieth year. One groom of the mature 
age of fifty-one married a bride of eighteen years. Another 
groom, exactly fourscore years old, took unto himself one who 
was exactly half of that age. Another of seventy-two married 
one of sixty-seven; and still another, of sixty-nine, married one 
of forty-five. 

Of the grooms, nine hundred and twenty-five (31.92 per cent 
of all the grooms) were under twenty-five years of age, and 1,669 
(57.61 per cent) were between twenty-five and forty. The brides 
under twenty-five years of age number 1,687 — 58.23 per cent 
of all the brides. 

There were sixty-eight colored couples married,—six less 
than were recorded during the preceding year; and nineteen 
instances in which the grooms were colored. and the brides white, 
an increase of five of this class compared with 1866. One 
couple were Indians, and two couples were deaf and dumb. 

Kstimating the white population to be 202,300, and the colored 
at 2,700, the ratio of marriages of each race to their respective | 
populations will be seen in the following: 


White. — Marriages, 2,810, — one in 72.00. 
Colored. — Marriages, eighty-seven, — one in 31.00. 
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The following shows the ratio of births: 


White. — Births, 5,820, — one in 34.75. 
Colored. — Births, seventy-three, — one in 37.00. 


‘The ratio of deaths is seen in the following: 


White. — Deaths, 4,313, — one in 46.90. 
Colored. — Deaths, one hundred and eight, — one in 25.00. 


It will be seen by the above, that among the whites there was 
one marriage to each seventy-two of the white population; while 
the marriages among the colored population were in the ratio of 
one marriage to thirty-one. Among the whites, there was one 
birth in 34.75; among the blacks, one in thirty-seven. And 
lastly, among the former, the deaths were in the ratio of one to 
46.90, while among the latter, there was one death to each 
twenty-five of the colored population. 

The above stated facts correspond substantially with the result 
seen each year, and show most conclusively that the colored 
population increases in no other way (if increase it does) than 
by immigration; and that, if not added to in this way, would 
rapidly disappear from the city. 
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VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. First. |Second.} Third. |Fourth.| Unknown. | Totals. 
First Marriage ....... o « «| 2,205 218 3 |e 6 6s hielints aemame 2,426 
Second ‘* Oils ie Bolte Kottom cette 269 156 4 Lie ene eemte 433 
Third ce a e e e e e e e e e e 22; 7 3 e e e e e e e e e e 32° 
Fourth ce e e e e e e e e es e 1 2 1 e e ° e e es 4 
Fifth ce es e e e° e e e e e e e e e e 1 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 1 
Unknown oeoeeeeeeeee e°¢ ee 1 ‘le eeee eeee ee 8 @ 1 as 
FLOTAIS Me teike remote wets do mobene Sea] PHY 384 14 1 al 2,897 
RESIDENCES. Grooms. | Brides. 
In Boston ee e e@ @ e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 2,265 2,440 
Othersplaces insthe State 7. jc) sues sm cileiol si eleloMlcMiclleitoleMeuememe me 457 832 
Outvot the State wy...) . a wel, oone Wedkodte tee Redon Shalt o PPs Wer eante treme 175 125 
Totals e e e e e e s e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e es 2,897 2,897 


The foregoing table shows that four grooms were married for 
the fourth time; three others chose for their first wives those 
who had been twice widowed. One of the grooms chose for his 
fourth wife a lady who entered wedlock for the first time; two 
others, who had been widowed the same number of times, mar- 
ried widows; and another, one who had been twice bereaved. 
One groom, who had been bereaved no less than four times, 
sought consolation for the fifth time by a union with a bride who 
had been married but once before. 

The following table gives the occupations of 1,630 of the — 
crooms, 56.26 per cent of the whole number. It will be noticed 
that more than half of the grooms were laborers, clerks, mari- 
ners, traders, carpenters, machinists, teamsters, and shoemakers. 
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GADOLETB el ol ele. o- o.se 430 Machinists.) «10 sicher « 103 Blacksmiths). 9.0 «tener 6 59 


SULCPECRi ee citelne oft oi ese 260 Teamsters . «,. « » « « 93 Wiawyers! «0 2 6 + 6 6) « 21 
PPMEIDGEH cls tae <6 6s 204 Shoemakers ...... 86 IPAM 5 6b 6 OO 14 
TERAUOES) ois) sicece) «0.6 150 1M 5 GO Ob OOO 77 Clergymen . ....--. 9 
@arpenters).) « . .. + «6 143 Merchants ....... 61 

DEATHS. 


There were 4, 421 deaths in Boston during the year, — an in- 
crease of only forty-two compared with the preceding year. 
The sexes were, 2,262 males, 2,159 females. Estimating the 
population to be 205,000 (and it cannot vary much from that 
number), it will appear that there was one death to each 46.36 
_ of the entire population. This ratio is not an unfavorable one 
when compared with the record of the preceding year. The 
number of deaths in Philadelphia during the same year was 
12,660, which was in the ratio of one death in 47.39 of the 
estimated population (600,000) of that city. 

The number and percentage of deaths in each quarter will be 
seen in the following: 


QUARTER. Deaths. | Per cent. 


EMMEEUEUES all's la 6» 0 4.0 010 6 0 ©. 0). 0. 8)0.9, 06 © 0 oe ee 1,071 24.22 
ree eM Mel cll oi cic cc sc. ¢ 0.6. 0 6 © 6 eh 0 0 « se. cre 6 6 950 21.48 
Third MMM aE shot ch ci ch + (s+ sls eo, © 6 eas ee uele evare 1,191 26.94 


UMTS bis ws 6 6 6 eke ec ee we et ee te we 1,209 27.34 


4,421 99.98 


—~ 


The largest number of deaths in any one quarter occurred in 
the fourth. There were four more deaths in December than in 
August, doubtless owing to the large mortality from scarlatina 
during that month, there having occurred in that period no less 
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than eighty-six deaths from that malady. In the preceding year, 
there were one hundred and forty-three more deaths in August 
than in December. 


VII. DEATHS. 


: 3 

BIRTHPLACES, 2 3 BIRTHPLACES. g f 

a | fm a | 
HSOSCOM meslt omc Hole ets « « » » «| 1,156 | 1,048|| England and Wales ..... 42 35 
Other places in the State. ..| 237] 223/| Ireland. ......., e+ «| 444] 474 
Maine. ..+se-. pate ie oe 85 90]| Scotland ...5-+.e«eesres 14 7 
New Hampshire .....-+-. 48 60 || British American Provinces .| 165 79 
Vermont .. +. cesecveee 10 11|| Germany and North’n Europe 54 17 
Rhode Island. .... oa 6 8 10 || Other foreign places ..... 27 17 
Connecticut... . +... nae 3 9/| Unknown .« « s s sisteuens 19 12 

Other States ..... ° ° 51 71 


—_—| |« | S| 


Total, United States . . .| 1,593 | 1,522 Total, foreign and unknown 665 641 


Of those who died during the past year, 3,130 — including 
half of those recorded as “unknown ”—were born in the United 
States. This number, of course, includes the children of foreign 
parents, and makes 70.80 per cent of all who died. Those who 
were born in Ireland number nine hundred and eighteen,—20.76 
per cent of the whole number; and sixty-six per cent of those 
who were foreign born. There was a decrease of more than 
five per cent in the mortality among the foreign born compared 
with the preceding year. 


CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 15 


VI, 


PARENTAGE. 


PSOSCOM Woe uals © 6 00 6 0,0 © 
Other places in the State ... 
PARID@ es sis s 6 0 0 s+ 0 0 0 
New Hampshire........ 
Vermont. «. cece ene ne 
Rhode Island ..+-see-eos 
Connecticut . see e eee 
Other States. 2... cece 
England and Wales .. - ««-« 
MPCIBN sa ssc 6 6 et wo 
Scotland .. + escecrecrces 
British American Provinces. . 
Germany and Northern Europe 
Other foreign places...... 
MUBEHOWT 9 cs oe we te ww 


POUR GM anlsts shis) ate ¢, 6.0 « 


By the above table, 


DEATHS. 


PARENTAGE. 


1867. 1866. 


Deaths. | Per cent.|| Deaths. | Per ct. 


..| 285 5.31 216 4.93 
ciel ele 10.06 451 10.30 
. ot ote 4.79 229 5.22 
vob. 433 3.05 139 3.17 
oi Le 1,04 37 84 
: 19 43 17 38 
Ape RE Al 23 52 
Ey ES 3.05 98 2.28 
Br slici6e 3.68 166 3.79 
..| 2,178 49.26 || 2,137 48.80 
oh aye 117 60 1.37 
..| 205 4.63 144 3,28 
teal: 188 4,25 180 4.11 
i134 3.08 106 2,42 
nln 256 5.79 376 8.58 
ye ety 99.95 |] 4,379 99,94 


it will be seen, that 1,373 of those who 


died last year (including, of course, adults, and half of those 
recorded as “unknown”) were of native parentage, — being 
only 31.05 per cent of the whole number. The preceding year, 


the percentage was 31.92. 


found interesting : 


The following comparison will be 
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Births. Deaths. ie 

PARENTAGE. Per cent. | Per cent. | deaths. 

Foreign parentage (unmixed) ......se2eecercece 61.37 68.95 7.58 
Native ce SN CU kts ute Mtciedls eewbe sare ls nen 6-1-6 24,11 81.05 6.94 


The above shows, that while the births of children of unmixed 
foreign parentage make 61.37 per cent of all the births, the 
deaths of children of the same origin make 68.95 per cent of 
the entire mortality. On the other hand, it will be seen, that 
while the births of children of unmixed native parentage make 
only 24.11 per cent of the entire increase, the mortality of the 
same class makes 31.05 per cent of all the deaths. Those of 
Trish parentage number 2,178, — 49.26 per cent of all who died. 


17 


CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 


ests | zoz‘s| 9 | 9 | g9 | 98 | FOL! LB | TST] OLL| SSL | SLT | FT | FST | SEL | GLT | 9% | 992] 84 | G9 | GH | LH | OTL) GIT | GOP | SEF | ESF) T9¢ 
LG Clr eee Sec 100 (Se. OL 12k PE | Sie| Pe | EL) Or Se |S Se Om eS er AES) 19 he) 66 OP (ae ee eee doer 
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By the above, it will be seen that the number of children who 
died under five years of age was 1,848, —41.80 per cent of all 
who died. In the preceding year, the percentage was 38.77. Of 
this number, the children of foreign parents make 1,344, —7T2.72 
per cent. 

There were seventy-five children who died on the day of their 
birth; of these, fifty-two were of foreign parentage. The 
number of children under one year was 1,014; of these, seven 
hundred and thirty-two (or 72.19 per cent) were children of 
foreign parentage. 

The number of children dying over one, and under five, was 
eight hundred and thirty-four (18.86 per cent), of which six 
hundred and eighty (81.53 per cent) were children of foreign 
born parents. 

There were ninety deaths of children between ten and fifteen, 
fifty-six of whom were of foreign parentage. 

There were one hundred and forty who died between fifteen 
and twenty, only jive of whom were of native parentage, — in- 
deed, only those five were born in this country. 

There were five hundred and thirty-one deaths between the 
ages of twenty and thirty; of these, one hundred and sixty-five 
were born in Ireland; thirty-four in the British Provinces; 
thirteen in England; twelve in Germany; four in Scotland; and 
ten in other foreign places. 

There were three hundred and seventy-four deaths eee 
the ages of thirty and forty; of this number, two hundred and 
thirty-four were foreign born, — one hundred and sixty-two be- 
ing natives of Ireland. 

Between the ages cf forty and fifty, there were three hundred 
and forty-eight deaths, of which number two hundred and thirty- 
six were of foreign birth——one hundred and seventy-seven having 
been born in Ireland. 

Of the three hundred and six who died between the ages of 
fifty and sixty, one hundred and thirty-eight were born in Ire- 
land, and twenty-two in other foreign places. 
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The number who died between sixty and seventy was two 
hundred and forty-one, of whom one hundred and twenty-five 
were natives of Treland, and twenty-one of other foreign 
places. 

There were one hundred and ninety-one deaths between the 
ages of seventy and eighty; of these, eighty-five were born in 
foreign countries, — sixty-nine in Ireland. 

There were one hundred and eleven deaths of persons over 
eighty years of age (forty-two males, and sixty-nine females), 
sixty-two of whom were native born. Those born in Ireland 
number forty. 

One male and one female were each one hundred years old; 
and there was one (a colored man) reported as one hundred and 
five years old. 

The percentage of deaths at certain periods of life will be 
seen by the following: 


40 to 50. 
7.87 


Over 50. 
19.20 


20 to 30. | 30 to 40. 


8.45 


10 to 15. 
af 


15 to 20. 
3,16 


5 to 10. 


5.31 12.01 


Per cent. . 


Of the males who died, seven hundred and three were married 
(two hundred and thirty-four natives, and three hundred and 
sixty-nine foreign born) ; and ninety, widowers, — forty-one native, 
and forty-nine foreign born. Of the females, five hundred and 
three were married (two hundred and twenty-three of whom 
were native born); three hundred and thirty-two were widows, 
one hundred and sixty-three of whom were born here. 

- The number of colored decedents was one hundred and eight, 
fifty-eight males, and fifty females. 

The number of interments in the city proper was one hundred 
and eighty-eight (including sixty-one bodies which were brought 
from other places); eighty-nine at South Boston, and ninety-four 
at Hast Boston. During the year, one hundred and sixty-two 
bodies were disinterred, and removed from the city. 
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Accidents. — The number of deaths thus caused was one hun- 
dred and five— eighty-five males, and twenty females— making 
2.37 per cent of the whole mortality. The number reported 
during the preceding year was one hundred and seventy-six,— 
making four per cent of all the deaths of that year. 


Apoplery — Was the reported cause of sixty-six deaths,— 
thirty-six males, and thirty females, 
pared with the preceding year. 

Bowels, Disease of: —'The number of deaths thus recorded was 
forty-seven nineteen males, and twenty-eight females, 


an increase of eleven com- 


an in- 


crease of six. Thirty-six were reported as inflammation of bow- 
els, and eleven simply as disease of bowels. 


Brain, Disease of: — There were two hundred and thirty-two 
deaths thus designated one hundred and twenty.one males, 
one hundred and eleven females (5.24 per cent of all the deaths), 
—a decrease of nineteen compared with the preceding year. 
There were twenty-nine deaths reported as from “inflammation,” 
the majority of the remainder as “ meningitis.” 


Bronchitis. — The number of deaths from this cause was one 


hundred and_ thirty-four,—fifty-six males, and seventy-eight 
females,— an increase of fourteen compared with 1866. The 
deaths from this disease in each of the last five years are seen 
below: 


Burns and Scalds.— There were nineteen deaths from these 
causes,— eleven males, and eight females. Heretofore, these 
deaths have been classed with those from accidents. 


Cancer. — The deaths thus reported amounted to eighty-two, 
-— twenty-seven males, and fifty-five females. The location of 
4 
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the disease, in each instance, was: stomach, thirteen; breast, 
eleven; liver, eight; bowels, five; uterus, three; face, three; 
neck, two; shoulder, rectum, brain, hip, jaw, back, one each. 
There were thirty-one instances in which the location was not 
given. The number of deaths from this cause in each of the 
last five years will be seen below: 


Cholera.— There was but one death from this disease reported, 
— that of a man in Gardner place, South Boston, on the 18th 
of August last. 


Cholera Morbus. —'The number of deaths reported from this 
disease was only fifteen —— seven males, and eight females. In 
the preceding year, there were forty-eight. 


Cholera Infantum. — There were two hundred and thirty-one 
deaths from, this cause reported,— one hundred and sixteen 
males, and one hundred and fifteen females (5.22 per cent of 
all the deaths),— a decrease of thirty-five compared with the 
preceding year. The deaths in each of the last five years are 
given below: | 


Consumption. — The deaths from this disease number seven 
hundred and sixty-six,— three hundred and sixty-seven males, 
and three hundred and ninety-nine females,—a decrease of 
eighty compared with the preceding year— making 17.32 per 
cent of the whole mortality. In Philadelphia, the number of 
deaths from this disease was 1,947,— making a percentage of 


A 
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15.38 in a mortality of 12,660. The percentage in that city in 
the preceding year was 12.65. 

The mortality from consumption in each quarter is seen in the 
following : 


il ioe .| # 

| 8 | 8 

3 s m4 

QUARTER. o 5 UARTER. 2 o 
A} & Q A} A 


—— | qq] |e ~ ____ | ————__ | —_——— 


1st quarter, January—March . . | 201 | 26.24]| 3d quarter. July—September . | 160) 20.89 
2d A: April—June ... .|187|24.41/| 4th ‘ Oct.—December . | 218] 28.46 


In the preceding year, the percentage of deaths from this 
cause in the several quarters was: first quarter, 26.35; second 
quarter, 26.35; third quarter, 22.57; fourth quarter, 24.70. 

The following table shows the birthplaces of those who died 
from consumption : | 


BIRTHPLACES, Males, | Females. |Totals, 

ited: States 6. 6.5 5 ons ieee ars noe eres 156 176 332 
SEMIMOIBAII es 5) fio 6 01 0 evens 6 0 6 ane 6 bow 08 146 165 311 
Peri noland. and) VWAlCB <) « «0.0 0 6 «.0 © « @ 0 0 5000 10 6 16 
‘6 British American Provinces. . ....+..e- eho 15 28 43 
peecomrand =. 5 ww tt tt Gahets nete re 6) eke s 3 a 4 
‘¢ Germany and North of Europe....... erelte 15 2 17 
*° Other foreign places. 2. wee ee ee owe we 0 8 4 12 
Mautarenio: foreign parents’ 25. ce te wt we et te 14 17 31 
367 399 766 


Of the above, three hundred and thirty-two (43.33 per cent 
of the whole number) were born in the United States. Of the 
remainder (four hundred and thirty-four), three hundred and 
eleven were born in Ireland, making 71.65 per cent of those 
who were foreign born. 
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The mortality in the several wards and hospitals is exhibited 
in the following table: 


Wards. | Deaths. || Wards. | Deaths. PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. Deaths. 
Le 60 ate Leis 96 City Hospital;;... . %)sssaeuee eee 12 
7403 118 3S Remcns 35 Massachusetts General Hospital . . 12 
3. 86 9 34 Deer island Wy... 9. + omnes nn 12 
4. 31 10 cies 28 Carney Hospital. . . « « « » » 6 
5 . 73 WEG 9 8 38 Other Hospitals . . . »« © « « » 23 
6. 46 1295, 61 

701 65 


It will be seen that there were four hundred and eighty-nine 
deaths from consumption in Wards 2, 3, 5, T, 12, and 1, — mak- 
ing 63.84 per cent of all the deaths from this cause. 

The following table shows the number of deaths during cer- 
tain divisional periods of life: 


Ages. .|Underlyr.| 1to 5. | 5to 15 | 15 to 20. | 20 to 30.| 30 to 40.| 40 to 50.} Over 50. 
Deaths . 14 22 21 © 66 - ‘251 153 107 182 
Per cent. 1,82 2.87 2.74 8.61 32.77 20.00 13.96 17.23 


It will be noticed that 32.77 per cent of the deaths occurred 
between the ages of twenty and thirty, and only 16.06 per cent 
under twenty years. There were five hundred and thirty-one 
persons who died between the ages of twenty and thirty, two 
hundred and fifty-one of whom died of this disease,— 47.26 per 
cent of the entire number. 

The occupations of the males who died from consumption are’ 
seen in the following: 
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Taporerseneis ss » 19 | Gas Hitters .”... . 2.) Paper Hanger. 5 « ‘s 
OlCEKSiirs 0s) 16 | Petit ME ASONM is en hehe ule cl ad 2, | GIGZICl, «ies 6) 6 eye, 
PDadlOLS mes ncme *e. -« Mi AIACKIMON cust cas? + S| EOUCEMAN 1c is. «6 « 
Sotponicte 2). o). - - 1d | Trunk Makers . .,. . 2] Silversmith. .. .. 
Mannernel yea aisits). 12 | Marble Polishers . . . 2 |. Weaver .-« «sie « » 
Sete ereee cise «esis lt | Barbers . . ..» « « 2 | Engineer, .. . 6: «s+. 
Peres el ss 10 | AYtists,. . . « » « « 2} Block Maker. .. « « 
reeenrene se S| Bookbinder . ... . 1} Diver. . 2 . » + » « 
Seen eo | Polisher . . . s» . 1 | Pedler.’. « « 6 + + « 
EMinicranm motion emrern (i |-Orter . . » «+s » «1 |) Paper Maker « 3. 3°. >. 
icamiaerne meneame en on oO) | Lounder® ~.. . « « «+ 1. | GOurrier « . . 2 6 «© © 
Raumocteeee a ss es «6 © | Cloth Folder. .. . . 1 | Physician .. 2. « « 
IMacKInIStSmsnNs srs) eye 4 |-ciano Maker... . te loasty Maki mcm mlcneloanls 
Nia Corea eee jiieurs | ngravers, . » «. » «1 | Confectioner . ©. . «| 
Boarding-house Keepers. 4 | Ship Carpenter. . . . 1 | Glass Blower. .... 
isrCosseMiesnctsmemeeies so | binsmith . .i 2. . . 1 | Varnisher ... . « «f « 
Rieti Ror eer TOE Obe is 2 «0 « «© « L | Agents, 0 « 0. © « 
Piscine ei ooip Agent « . » « » 1,| Jeweller. . 9. « « «is 
iene n mrss 2e10Vvatchmaker. .. .1 | Farmer ..) os » « » 
Tame Ouis! set. 2) Constable-. . . . . . 1-| Plasterer, . <2 » « « 
PeiOGisliss.) 2 | Frinter. . . . » « » 1 {| ScissorGrinder... . 
PCr oncierem ry sy. 2 | Plater . « . . >. « » 1 | Nailmaker , .°. .. . 
eee s . . s «6 | Upholsterer «) . . « » 1 | Not Given . » . ois » 78 
Photographers... . 2/| PaperCutter. ....41 gant. 
Cabinet Makers . .. . 2/| Stone Cutter. . ...ti1 AE 
Soppersmitiis. . - . . 2 | Coffin Maker. .... 1 


No less than one hundred and twenty-four of the males who 
died from consumption were laborers, clerks, and tailors,— mak- 
ing 33.78 per cent of the whole number. 

The following gives the number of deaths from this disease 
during each of the last five years: 


1863, 1864. 1865. 1866. 1867. 
795 859 813 846 766 
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Convulsions. —The number of deaths thus designated was 
one hundred and forty,— sixty-seven males, and seventy-three 
females,— an increase of twenty-five compared with the preced- 
ing year. | 

Croup. — There were seventy-eight deaths from croup.— forty- 
two males, and thirty-six females — nine less than were recorded 
in 1866. The deaths during each of the last five years were as 
follows: 


Diarrhea and Dysentery.— There were one hundred and sixty 
deaths from these causes (eighty from each),— eighty-four males, 
and seventy-six females,— making 3.62 per cent of the whole 
mortality. The deaths during cach of the last five years were: 


Diphtheria. — Caused the death of forty-seven persons, — 
twenty males, and twenty-seven females. During each of the 
last five years, the deaths from this cause were: 


Dropsy. — There were sixty-nine deaths thus reported, — 
thirty-nine males, and thirty females. 


Fevers. — There were eighty-eight deaths reported from “ Ty- 
phoid,” and three from “ Typhus,” — forty-nine males, and forty- 
two females, — two more than were reported from the same 
causes in the preceding year. In addition to these, there were 
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six deaths reported as “remittent,” one as “ intermittent,” and 
five simply as “ fever.” 


Heart, Disease of. — 'There were one hundred and thirty-nine 
deaths reported from this cause, — seventy males, and sixty-nine 
females,— two more than were recorded in 1866. The reported 
cause of death in many of these cases is wholly conjectural. 


Hydrocephalus, —'The number of deaths from this cause was 
one hundred and thirty-three,— seventy-six males, and fifty-seven 
females,— an increase of two compared with the preceding year, 
and making three per cent of the whole mortality. The deaths 
during each of the preceding five years were: 


Infantile Diseases. — There were fifty-one deaths thus reported, 
— twenty-nine males, and twenty-two females, — twenty-six less 
than were thus recorded in 1866. Most of these were children 
in the first days of infancy. Some of them were undoubtedly 
prematurely born. 


Kidneys, Disease of. —'There were forty-nine deaths from this 
cause,— thirty-five males, and fourteen females,— an increase of 
seven compared with the preceding year. 


Liver, Disease of. — There were thirty-two deaths from disease 
of this organ,— eighteen males, and fourteen females,— two less 
than were recorded in 1866. 


Lungs, Disease of. — The number of deaths from causes thus 
designated was fifty-nine, — twenty-four males, and thirty-five 
females, — forty less than were recorded in 1866. 


Marasmus. — There were eighty-five deaths thus reported, — 
fifty males, and thirty-five females, —a decrease of forty com- 
pared with the preceding year. 
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Meningitis, Cerebro-sp. — There were seven deaths from this 
cause, — three males, and four females. This disease has ap- 
peared at various places, and at different times, proving exceed- 
ingly virulent. Some years since, it prevailed to a considerable 
extent in Pennsylvania, where it was designated as “Spotted 
Fever.” 


Old Age. — There were eighty-two deaths thus reported, — 
twenty-eight being males, and fifty-four females, — a decrease of 
nine from the preceding year. 


Paralysis. — The number of deaths from this cause was fifty- 
one, — twenty-three males, and twenty-eight females, — one less 
than the number of the year before. 


Premature Birth. — 'The number of deaths from this cause was 
eighty-one, — forty-nine males, and thirty-two females, — an in- 
crease of ten compared with the preceding year, and making 
1.83 per cent of the whole mortality. 


Puerperal Diseases. —'There were fifty-two deaths from dis- 
eases connected with childbirth, — an increase of eight. 


Pneumonia. -— There were two hundred and twenty-seven 
deaths from this cause, — one hundred and nineteen males, and 
one hundred and eight females, — a decrease of five from the 
number recorded in 1866. ‘The deaths from this cause make 
5.13 per cent of the entire mortality. The deaths from Pneu- 
monia during each of the last five years are given below: 


Scarlatina. — There were three hundred and six deaths from 
this malady, — one hundred and sixty-two males, and one hun- 
dred and forty-four females, — an increase of one hundred and 
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_two over the number recorded in the preceding year. This dis- 
ease has been very fatal during the year, particularly in the 
months of November and December, forty-four dying in the 
former, and eighty-six in the latter month. Only in three years, 
in the last seventeen, has the disease proved as fatal as in the 
past year, viz: in 1857, 1856, and 1849. It may be interesting to 
know to what extent this dangerous malady has prevailed during 
each of the last eighteen years, with the exception of 1860, of 
which year no report was made: 


Se 


Years. Deaths. Years. Deaths. Years. Deaths. 
1849 317 1855 | 74 1862 236 
1850 69 1856 362 1863 130 
1851 50 1857 403 1864 225 
1852 269 1858 139 1865 50 
1853 229 1859 142 1866 60 
1854 65 1861 155 1867 306 


The whole number of deaths in 1849 was 5,079. It should 
be stated, that the cholera prevailed during that year, carrying 
off six hundred and eleven victims. The deaths from scarlatina 
made 6.28 per cent of the mortality of that year. In 1856, the 
deaths from this disease made 8.51 per cent. In 1857, 10.18 
per cent, the highest recorded during the period embraced in the 
table. In the last year, the percentage was 6.92, varying little 
from that of 1849. 


Small-poxr.— The number of deaths from this disease was 
one hundred and forty-four,— eighty-seven males, and fifty-seven 
females,— an increase of fifty-one compared with 1866. There 
was but one death during the last four months of the year, viz: 
in September. The deaths during each of the last eighteen 
years (with the exception of 1860) are seen in the following 


table: 
5 
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Years. 


1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 


Deaths. Years. 
21 1855 
192 1856 
63 1857 
12 1858 
6 1859 
118 1861 


Deaths. Years. 
186 1862 
78 1863 
2 1864 
3 1865 
156 1866 
7 1867 


Deaths. 


18 
11 
113 
115 
51 
144 


Unknown Diseases. —'There were seventy-five deaths reported 


from causes unknown,— thirty-nine males, and thirty-six females. 


In the preceding year, the number reported was seventy-three. 


XI. DEATHS.—WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Wards. | Deaths|Per cent. 


vote = 
Demers 
35 0 6 


445 
689 
356 
202 


10.07 
15.59 
8.05 
4,57 
8.00 
5.06 


4,057 


15.25 
4.75 
3.82 
4.05 
4.60 

7.96 


Wards. |Deaths/Per cent. 
Te. 3 | 674 
8. . .| 210 
9 <= 2) 9169 
10.. 179 
11 203 
12 352 


91.77 


City Hospital . 
Mass. Hospital . 
Deer Island. . 


Lunatic Asylum 


Other Hospitals . 


Public Institutions. 


Carney Hospital. .... 


Deaths|Per cent. 


_———$ S| ——————_s |§ — | | — | | 


8.23 


It will be seen by the above, that fifty-seven per cent of all 
the deaths, or more than one-half, occurred in Wards 2, 1, 1, 3, 
and 5; and that only nine hundred and eighty-five (or 22.28 per 
cent of the whole number) occurred in Wards 6, 8, 9, 10, and 
11. The deaths in the several hospitals number three hundred 
and sixty-four, — 8.23 per cent of all the deaths. 
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XII. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND DEATHS. 


MONTHS. Births. | Marriages. | Intentions.| Deaths. 

ME ES EU NG clei sire 0. 0,6 0. «0 8 463 278 273 382 
Se A 459 220 222 349 
ORS a5 45 8 486 168 155 340 
Ss 388 191 255 323 
Se esas 8 485 271 306 350 
LS oot 6 Sb oa rs 451 264. 267 277 
Noo os SE 492 236 264 365 
BEUNMERUNABGUE Ue s clio le obi + 0 0 0 5387 201 223 ~ 452 
UE es EE ES ee 524 242 292 374 
ROOM Es S860? oh elie, wis is cs ee 3 545 288 318 346 
SRR UR DOTMTINS Tihs isis. sy etle4s «+ 0 + ¢ 525 336 347 407 
Ee OMI OR TEM cU sp iaue 1c che sc o\.+ 0 ¢ 538 202 278 456 
PEURIBieD iy te ts oo se 6s ce + 8 fe 5,893 2,897 3,200 4,421 


The following table shows the number of births, marriages, 
and deaths that occurred in each of the last eighteen years: 


Years. Births. |Marriages.| Deaths. Years. Births. |Marriages.| Deaths. 


1850 5,279 2,467 3,667 1859 5,895 2,481 3,738 
1851 5,338 2,863 8,855 1860 5,885 2,522 4,390 
1852 5,308 2,877 3,736 1861 5,789 2,166 3,905 
1853 5,596 2,855 4,284 1862 5,258 2,094 4,120 
1854 5,688 3,128 4,441 1863 5,255 2,322 4,699 
1855 5,816 2,855 4,080 1864 4,992 2,736 5,111 
1856 5,922 2,536 4,253 1865 5,275 2,727 4,541 
1857 5,881 2,385 3,958 1866 5,543 2,845 4,379 
1858 5,597 2,155 3,840 1867 5,893 2,897 4,421 


ICES G go ae as) ew he ca | 100,210 46,911 75,478 
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It will be seen, that during the period of eighteen years, the 
births exceeded the deaths by 24;732,— an average of 1,374 
births each year. It will also be noticed, that the deaths in 1864 
exceeded the births of that year by one hundred and nineteen. 
The greatest number of births in any one year was in 1859, 
when they amounted to 5,895, exceeding the deaths by 2,157. 
The average number of births each year was 5,567; of mar- 
riages, 2,606; of deaths, 4,193. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Birtus. — It is well known to those who are interested in 
vital statistics, that the birth-rate in this State, as well as in the 
United States, has been diminishing for some years past. Sey- 
eral reasons have been assigned for this undesirable fact; but so 
_far from any concern having been awakened thereby, they seem 
scarcely to have arrested attention. It is doubtful, however, if 
the cause were certainly known and acknowledged that a cure 
would be wrought; for the subject is, primarily, a moral one, 
and requires a moral renovation. Customs, hahits, and associ- 
ations are always powerful, and are never overcome without per- 
sistent, and almost superhuman efforts. There are but few who 
will ever make the attempt, and fewer still who will have a dis- 
position to do even that. Laws and ordinances, intended to 
counteract these evils, have not been wanting; but the disease 
still remains uncured, and threatens still more serious conse- 
quences. Not the least interesting fact connected with this 
subject is, that the diminishing birth-rate affects principally the 
native population; and, as this result does not vary essentially 
from year to year, the malady seems, therefore, not only chronic,, 
but points unmistakably in the direction where it is seated. 

Undoubtedly, many avoid assuming the marriage relation from 
what they regard prudential motives. This, of course, furnishes 
one reason for the diminished birth-rate, and may or may not be 
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entirely justifiable. On the other hand, it is equally certain that 
the natural increase is not so great as that which should proceed 
from those who already sustain the marriage relation. But the 
remedy for this is a problem of no easy solution. ‘The subject 
is one of vast importance, and its bearing upon the vital interests 
of the community can scarcely be over-estimated. 


RETURNS OF MarriAGE CERTIFICATES. — The law requires 
that clergymen and others shall make returns of the marriages 
solemnized by them, on or before the tenth of the month ensuing. 
While most clergymen readily comply with this requirement, a 
few systematically disregard it, not only to the annoyance of 
those who record the certificates (whose labors are increased by 
such neglect), but, in some instances, to the injury of the parties 
married. The fulfilment of this simple duty can in no way prove 
an additional burden to those solemnizing marriages by being 
attended to at the time, instead of being deferred, or disregarded 
altogether. specially is this delinquency serious when it occurs 
at the end of the year. At the commencement of each year (in 
the month of February), copies of all the records for the preced- 
ing year have to be returned to the Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, by whom they are used in making up the State “Regis- 
tration Report” for that year. If these returns, therefore, do 
not contain all the marriages for that period, the Report is 
defective to that extent, and render the deductions therefrom 
erroneous. 


‘Nicknames. — One of the crying evils of the day, as well as 
one of the most ridiculous, is the custom of adopting some non- 
sensical appellative in lieu of a proper given name, and insisting 
on its being recognized on every and all occasions. These names 
may not be very objectionable in ordinary familiar intercourse 
with friends, but in a formal proceeding, like that of marriage, 
such designations are entirely out of place. If parties may be 
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credited, none are now named Ellen, Catharine, Elizabeth, Caro- 
line, and Louisa; but in their stead we have Nelly, Kate, Lizzie, 
Carrie, and last, the most silly of all, Lulu. In vain is the im- 
propriety of being married under any other name than the cor- 
rect one dwelt upon; in vain is it stated, that though it may not 
be improper to use these familiar appellatives, it is not ad- 
visable that they should be entered on a public record, and 
thus incur the risk of some future embarrassment, affecting, 
it may be, some owner’s title to real estate or to a pension. 


PHYSICIANS’ CERTIFICATES. —Some physicians, in filling out 
certificates of the cause of death, evidently do so without reflect- 
ing upon the importance such documents may have in certain 
contingencies; others, there is reason to believe, act in a captious 
and perverse spirit ; and others still, with a desire to ridicule 
the whole subject of registration. One physician filled his cer- 
tificate thus: “ Very uncertain whether fried ham, scarlet fever, 
or Bologna sausage.” Another says: “ Cholera, or something 
else,” — charmingly definite, and eminently satisfactory. Another 
says: “Died suddenly.” Quite a number, with the succinctness 
of the preceding, and certainly without any exuberance of words, 
say, “Fits.” What ought to be thought of those making such 
returns as above specified? If the causes of death were un- 
known in these cases, why not so express it, without attempting 
to cast ridicule upon the subject, which the law-makers have 
certainly considered of so much importance as to make it one of 
frequent legislation? There are but few, however, who are be- 
trayed into this unbecoming course; although many may regard 
the exaction of the statute as a tax on their time and conven- 
ience, they nevertheless readily comply with the requirement, and , 
fill out the certificates with regularity and’ promptitude. There 
are others who feel so solicitous, that, after making one return, 
they desire to make another in accordance with what a sub- 
sequent autopsy has demonstrated to be. the cause of death. 
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Some physicians employ terms in filling their certificates which 
do not express the nature of the cause of death. For instance, 
in stating that death was caused by an “ over dose of laudanum,” 
no one knows from that whether it was a case of suicide, homi- 
cide, or accident. The statements that death was “from fracture 
of skull,” “pistol shot,” “stabbed,” etc. etc., are all liable to the 
same objection. It will be obvious to all, that in cases of life 
insurance, the omission to state the character of these violent 
deaths might be of great importance, and might result in serious 
loss. Again: a man is struck down in the street; the cause of 
death is given, —“ Fracture of skull.” Another hangs himself; 
the return says, — “ Congestion of brain,” or “Apoplexy.” Such 
instances are known to have occurred; and no labor that a re- 
cording officer has to perform is more arduous and trying than 
that of endeavoring to induce physicians to specify the nature of 
the cause of death. 


AVERAGE AGES.— No attempts have been made for several 
years to give the average ages of those dying in Boston. It 
having been found that a very large proportion of those who 
died left none behind who could determine their ages with 
any sort of accuracy, the practice was discontinued, as all 
deductions therefrom were of no value. 


Respectfully submitted. 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


Ciry Recistrar’s OFFICE, 
Boston; June 1, 1868. 


iw 
oH) 


« 
ah 
; i is 
ea: on 
Mey . a 
' 
te 
ta we, 


For THE YEAR 1868, 


ANNUAL 


‘ 


STREET. 


- 


ON, CITY PRINTERS, 34 SCHOOL 


BOSTON 


UDGE & § 


1869. 


ANNUAL 


REPORT BY THE CITY REGISTRAR 


OF THE 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS 


IN THE 


feiy OF BOSTON, 


For THE YEAR 1868. 


v 
BOSTON: 
ALFRED MUDGE & SON, CITY PRINTERS, 34 SCHOOL STREET. 
1869. 


CIiL YY. -0O F $2,038 1 On 


In Board of Aldermen, May 10, 1869. 


Laid on the table, and five hundred copies ordered to be 


printed. 
Attest, 
S. F. McCLEARY, Czty Clerk. 


oR he Our. 


To THE City CoUNCIL: 


The undersigned respectfully submits his Annual Report of 
the Births, Marriages and Deaths, in the City of Boston during 
the year 1868. 


BIRTHS. 


The number of births in Boston (embracing the late city of 
Roxbury), in the year 1868, was 7,102, — 3,590 males and 3,512 
females, an increase of 265 over the number born the preceding 
year. The increase in the City of Boston was only 63, while 
that in the Boston Highlands was 202. The result in the newly 
acquired territory — where the gain is 2.14 per cent com- 
pared with the births there in 1867—has a more agreeable 
aspect than is seen in Boston, where the increase is only a 
trifle more than one per cent. | 

The population of the united cities of Boston and Roxbury 
cannot be far from 240,000. It follows, therefore, that the 
births in 1868 are in the ratio of one birth to every 33.79 per- 
sons living. Although this birth-rate is far below what it 
should be, and lower than it is in any European nation, with 
the exception of France and Belgium, it is, however, more fa- 
yorable than was indicated by the rates of the last fifteen or 
eighteen years; and induces the hope, at least, that the present 
year will not contrast unfavorably with the past. 

The above statement shows what has been added to the living 
population; but, in estimating what the natural increase would 
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be, but for certam causes that some might consider providen- 
tial, perhaps the number of still-births should be taken into 
account. The number of still-births in 1868 was 482, which, 
added to those born alive, make 17,584 — or one birth to 
every 31.64 persons living. But, as these cases add nothing to 
the population, nor aid in swelling the mortality, they are, there- 
fore, very properly omitted in the consideration of both branches 
of the subject, and are classed by themselves. 

When it is remembered that in 1851 there was one birth in 
Boston to every twenty-six persons living, the present birth-rate 
(one to 33.79) will not fail to attract the notice of all who are ~ 
interested in vital statistics, and awaken something more than 
curiosity. Whether prudential motives, or something worse, or 
both together, lie at the root of the matter, the disagreeable 
fact remains, and challenges serious consideration. Apart 
from the medical journals of the country, this subject seems to 
receive little notice; and even in them the discussions are of a 
spasmodic character, and gradually taper off into scientific dis- 
putations, which neither cure the evil, nor point to a remedy. 

The following is a comparative statement of the births in the 
cities of New York, Philadelphia and Boston: 


NEW YORK. PHILADELPHIA. Boston. 
Population «26 ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 1,100,000 800,000 240,000 
Bivthisee ce eo iret otietielgten eres sucmemeoneyicnc 12,590 17,259 7,102 


tT Birth tO. CVery ac) dae te a e's skecsgetene she 87,37 46.35 33.79 


There can be no doubt that the number of births returned in 
the two first-named cities are far below the actual number that — 
occurred there. Hither the laws in the two places are very 
loosely enforced, or their system of registration is at fault. In 
either case, the contrast afforded by Boston (where but very 
few births escape registration), is creditable to the law in ope- 
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ration in Massachusetts. In New York, parents, physicians, or 
other persons present at a birth, are required to return the same 
to the recording officer. The same system is pursued in Phila- 
delphia, but with more satisfactory results, as is shown in the 
above table. New York has a “ Metropolitan Board of Health,” 
embracing a“ Bureau of Records and Vital Statistics,” moved 
by machinery of the most formidable character, and worked, 
doubtless, at no slight cost, with the above stated results. To 
secure even a tolerably correct registration under such a law, 
and by such agencies, is simply impossible in cities like New 
York and Philadelphia; or even in as comparatively a small 
place as Boston. 

The number of births in each quarter is seen in the following: 


January — March. .... "se. - « 1,659 July —September ...- .ce.ee-e 1,864 


EVO UO sl siccec s+ » » « 1,667 October — December ,...-..-e 1,912 


The births in the last quarter made 26.92 per cent of the 
whole number, and those in the first 23.36 per cent. The 
births during the last six months made 53.03 per cent of all the 
births. 

The number and percentage of the births in the several 
wards may be seen in the following table: 


WARDS. Births.| Per cent. WARDS. _| Births. | Per cent. 

. 748 | 10.53 IS ar 310 4.36 
fos 8 6 5 ne 908 12.78 LOM Gham cute eitct ob e.1 sii s 403 5.67 
DeRaiialis eels sre «6 © 406 5.72 LEW cd cicero ei tsi reise 276 3.88 
6 9 3 8S i a 215 3.03 An ey Bae Geacimbplas. Gomes 551 7.76 
oe os Al 489 6.89 Sy sv aren da cere ea. a 318 4.48 
SERisictictle cvs ese » 267 3.76 Ua vade ed eUal o) # he. s 275 3.87 
[0 0-5: DOE Oe ROR 1,100 15.49 LD eee eae eh ere oe 553 7.79 
ENE giiel se 0 0 « » 283 8,99 
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There was an increase of 263 births in wards 1, 4, 7, 8, 10 
and 12, and a decrease of 200 in the remaining six wards of 
Boston, compared with the preceding year. The greatest in- 
crease was in wards 1 (EH. Boston) and 12, the numbers being 
75 and 70 in those wards respectively. There was a decrease 
of 93in ward 5, 38 in ward 2, 9 in ward 6, and 35 in ward 11. 


I. BIRTHS IN BOSTON, 1868. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Both parents born in the United States. . 2. .+ see ee ees oo: e Feihelge ioleteite meee OL 
oe Hngland <<... « af tS) OMe Ree Ger oo Nouloi 83 

a oe irelandis ttckts| ae oMmne 4c AY ae cece Gee Pre og Od te o Z4yihee 

dg “e soouwlhvel 5 G Gh Gee Sashes anise cb y's Levee haley Meee oro 19 
aC oe British American Provinces .-. . . «+e. 0.18 0) 0 ome OL. 

a Md Germany « » s « 0 6's 6 0 0 6 0 © @ © (oi eitel (esteem mame 
ss Wnmixed SHOnGion sr cuientctic ne Py ON cd ich pes oh 6 0 Lintte aay Pere cece > lets, 

WN Maxed! HOLCiCiifieu. ‘slells ele Me Mememals acecrtirr a5 a 6 0 «sus s eeeEOUS 
Father born in United States, mother foreign. . .. 2. +. ..+.-eseeesee cee o 422 
ss foreign, mother United States... . 9%. «6s 6 6 0 s © elle Nenlsente—immmE 531 
se United. States, mother unknown. . .ms <5. « «+ 1 > sue nensenemSmemnCES 2 
se unknown, mother United States. . .demecs » 6 0 + © 0 sven nest emtammn 34 

a foreign, mother wnknown. « . « « siteltemelle ‘ele (cl lette tolls itcmccmermnamme oe 2 
es unknown, mother foreign’. 2 2. . <iemseis ie os) «ieee t- teinme nen Aa) 35 
leojiubdcah ply ee OG Od OO Ooo ooo home GS 5S ‘lone eee 50 
Totals... ss. .0atece (soe is) sMeMNOnS GOI as ots tie its Rae ° 5 Bethy 


The number of children whose parents were both born in the 
United States, including half of those who are recorded as un- 
known, is 1818, — 25.60 per cent of the whole number. The 
percentage in 1867 was 24.11. 

Those whose parents were both foreign-born, sagt half 


of those recorded as unknown), number 4,233, — 59.60 per cent 


of the whole number. The percentage of this class in 1867 
was 61.37. 

The number of children whose fathers were foreign-born is 
4,766, — 67.10 per cent of all the children born. The number 
of instances, in which one or both parents were foreign-born is 
5,224, — 713.05 per cent of the whole number. 


* Both parents from the same country, 
t The parents in each instance from the same country. 
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The number of native-born fathers, (including half of those 
specified as unknown, is 2,301,— 32.40 per cent of all the fathers. 

The number of native-born mothers is 2,393, — 33.60 per cent 
of all the mothers. 

The number of children of unmixed Irish parentage is 
2,768, — 38.97 per cent of all the children born, and 24 per cent 
less than that of the same class in the preceding year, but exceed- 
ing those of purely American parentage by 12 per cent. 

There were eighty-three colored births, thirty-six males, 
and forty-seven females, making 1.17 per cent of all the births. 
A comparative statement of the births, marriages, and deaths 
of this class appears as follows: 

Births, eighty-three; marriages, fifty-three; deaths, ninety. 

There was one child born of Indian parents, who were 
natives of the British Provinces. 

There was one case of triplets, both parents being American 


born. 
II. TWIN BIRTHS, 1867. 


Both Both Male 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. Male. | Female. Tosa 

Se es 7 7 2 
EE ~1 1 
EMERGE Gos) oso ee ee oe we ol eens 12 10 7 
Seesreeretuerican Provinces ......++-.s.se+e0s 1 1 

Father United States, mother foreign. ... 2.22. eee 2 1 

emerrtmnaorner Uuited States... ess ee ces oe 2 

SEE) sss oo cs the oe he eo 8 1 
EE ss 5 0 5 oo eel wen 0 ered 6) eee 6 8 1 2 4 
Total births, 62. 24 23 15 


TRIPLETS, 1868. | | 


Sueereceete porn in United States... 2... te et wwe we es | 3 | 
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There were sixty-two twin births, which are in the ratio of 
one to 114.55 of single births. In twenty-four instances both 
children were males; in twenty-three, both were females; and 
in each of the remaining fifteen, there was one of each sex. 
In sixteen instances only were both parents born in the United 
States; in twenty-nine, both parents were born in Ireland; and 
in the others, both parents were of other foreign parentage. 


III. STILL-BIRTHS, 1868. 


MONTHS. Male. | Female. |Unk’wn. 

SANUATY sc es) 6 5 we elielce ce 00010) "0 ye he RaMSIReMD Big ia. Jeilie 19 15 
MGDYUSTY. <6 iv 0 yo. s is, 191 f0 © ¢ ol sles \> (9 eMeUeMeue eel 22 16 
NEI & digeGkt a Goo Geol o Oho Gato os o 6 Go Go 25 23 
ELI Lectel 6.2) sich lye Shs fe Ba te 0 gsttod ic he!) ce MMIC ORG ae: Balan 24 21 2 
MAY cous ic 0 ete. vfs % > ws. @ vie ie Bike \s, one tml et 29 14 
tive te Se eee TS eee Oe eo ae ato 25 as 2 
DULY arene ee ce Ue ce (aa Be te ls Me he oo eo eM Coots 18 22 1 
ZATIPUB EE. coo shps¥ ta vo) @ le 1s ie. Seokeue Lehn ip em Ee Spin te 24 10 3 
Beptemr ber ~~ -e--0 eee Sw bee Ae Hh ey So saye re oe be 19 8 al 
Oxia Awe Ae Gh ao ond 4 Oo G4 oo Oa OS 23 3 a 
IMOWeMDEL 2c Us is) © oie oe elke, on laue) eimelyier tel oMeMaliot sts otl’s 28 10 1 
IDGYEG NES Ao GMO o oc Dic oe od Go a 8 Gio Gc 35 23 

286 182 14 


It will be seen that the number of still-births was four hun- 
dred and eighty-two. These births are in the ratio of one to 
every 14.73 of those children born alive. The percentage was 
about the same in the preceding year. In the State, in 1867, 
these births were about 2.87 per cent of all the births, or one 
to every thirty-four born alive. In Philadelphia, the number of | 
these cases in 1868 was seven hundred and forty-four, which is 
about 4.31 per cent, or one to every 23.19 born alive, 
according to the official report of that city. As a much 
larger number of children were born there than were regis- 
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tered, the percentage appears correspondingly higher than it 
should be. When compared with the rest of the State and 
with Philadelphia, Boston has a larger proportion of still-births. 

The sexes of the still-born children were two hundred and 
eighty-six males, one hundred and eighty-two females, and 
fourteen sex unknown. 

The largest number of births occurred in December, when 
there were fifty-eight, and the fewest in September, when there 
were only twenty-eight. 

Of the whole number, two hundred were of Irish parentage, 
and one hundred and seven of other foreign parentage, making 
63.69 per cent of the whole number. 

There were twenty colored still-births, making 4.15 per cent 
of the whole number. 


MARRIAGES. 


There were 3,138 marriages in Boston in 1868, including of 
course, those that occurred in the Highland District. There 
were 2,897 marriages in Boston in 1867, and two hundred and 
fifty-nine in the city of Roxbury, which shows a decrease of 
eighteen in the aggregate number of both places in 1868. The 
number of marriages are in the ratio of one to every 76.48 of 
an estimated population of 240,000. The ratio in the whole 
State is one to every 43.82, which presents a marked contrast 
to that of Boston. The official report of New York gives the 
marriages there as in the ratio of one to 158.82; that of Phila- 
delphia, as one to 125.56. These figures of course are very far 
from being correct, and only serve to show the faulty method 
of returns in operation in those places. 

The number and percentage of the marriages in each quarter 
were as follows: 
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| | 


QUARTERS. | Marriages. Per cent. QUARTERS. Marriages. Per cent. 
January — March 734 23.39 July —September 710 22.62 
April—June .. 773 24.63 || October—Dee. . 921 | 29.35 

| 


There were fewer marriages in March, as usual, than in any 
other month, the number being only one hundred and forty- 
three. The next lowest number was in August, when two hun- 
dred and seventeen entered into the marriage relation. The 
highest number was in November, when it reached to three 
hundred and fifty, an average of 11.66 marriages on each day 
of the month. 

The number of certificates issued during the year was 3,578, 
four hundred and forty more than the number of marriages 
recorded. Some of these certificates have been used out of the 
State, some in other towns in the State, and some have been un- 
doubtedly used in the city, but have not been returned by the 
officiating clergymen. A few of these last will, perhaps, after 
the lapse of a longer or shorter period be sent to this office for 
registration, but too late to be entered on the duplicate returns 
made to the Secretary of State. These last delinquents can 
hardly be ignorant of the requirements of the law; yet they 
show the most supreme disregard of them, and an utter 
obliviousness of what may prove to be of vital interest to the 
parties married by them. 
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IV. BIRTHPLACES OF THE COUPLES MARRIED. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


S ot Souee tl fac siete ee ar! 
BIRTHPLACES OF Grooms. | @ a |asi2"| 3 /8\|se!] 8 |Selia/e 
ea a |On |x Aja] esa) S S2)h 
CU hate hoe a rr diary rent sires 22 1h) 251) ie ee 397 
Other places inthe State. .| 107 | 145 | 131 | 12] 35 ay |) sis 2 Qe wart 
OGY States wk le cs + 6 es 146 109 315 13 | 38 4 55 3 2 686 
England and Wales....| 19 11 UE | alee 4s) 3 | allss 1 108 
ty Se. 70 25 Lee (38 4] 36 il 1; 1) 904 
ROM AIR sl ieieh so « ¥-0, * 2 2 7 1| 14 6 8 1 Al 
British American Provinces.| 41 24 27 5 | 37 110 1 1] 1 | 247 
oR OEE ON ls aa 14 6 6 T 18 1 6 | 103 3 164 
Other Foreign Places... ..| 18 6 6 3| 18 3 6 | 54) 2/116 
MIARHOWN 9s 3 6 ds se 1 f 1 Tek 4 
NOR CLAMAINet sts sets, «. '° 596 392 600 75 | 968 | 20 | 294 118 68 7 /3138 


The number of native born grooms was 1,554, 49.52 per cent 
of all the grooms. ‘This is precisely the same proportion of the 
preceding year, showing that if the American element had not 
increased, it had maintained its ground. 

The number of native erooms who married American wives, 

however, was only 1,274, or a trifle over 40 per cent. This 
shows that in about 60 per cent of the marriages, one or both 
parties were foreign born. 
_ As usual the Irish grooms form the most numerous portion of 
the foreign born grooms, there being 904 of this class, making 
57.79 per cent of the foreign grooms, and 28.80 per cent of 
the whole number. 

The purely Irish element is represented by 738 instances, 
making 23.51 per cent of all the marriages, and 47.18 per 
cent of the marriages where one or both parties were foreign 
born. 
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The German population is represented by 103 marriages, 
making 3.28 per cent of the whole number. 

The number of marriages of parties born in the British 
Provinces is 110, — 3.50 per cent of all the marriages. 

The number of native born brides is 1,588, — 50.60 per cent 
of all the brides. 

The number of Irish bern brides is 968, — 30.84 per cent of 
the whole number. 

Only 868 of the grooms (27.67 per cent of all the grooms), 
and 988 of the brides (31.16 per cent), were born in Massachu- 
setts. The Irish grooms exceed the Massachusetts grooms by 
thirtv-six, while the brides of the latter exceed those of the for- ' 
mer by twenty. 


V. MARRIAGES. AGES AT TIME OF MARRIAGE. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


S : $ é a 8 a 

AGES OF GROOMS. ‘ a - - 2 2 2 : = 38 

; = . | i £ £ 2 ad s ie 

5 (:8) | ee | 8 |S | Se 

(Unnles® Halve S Sa a 6 ahs 21 17 2 16 F 56 1.79 

21 t0 25 2... ee eee 247 647 100 994. 81.67 

25 to 30 2 we es we 96 519 377 69 2 . 1,063 | 33.90 

30 to 40 2. 2. ee ee ee 29 212 273 203 10 e 727 23.17 

40 to 50 2 2 ee we ee 3 25 44 87 44 2 il 6 ae dellfes wipeleee 6.54 

HOETO OO Wiese totter am se irs 1 ae 6 23 27 10 4) c4 stil suena 2.14 

60 to 70.2.2 ee eee Sam ca|ikomeirs Pe 4 6 a 2. | \enreg onl eto 1.66 

TORORSO Sos SAiwn ols esol cer pte tee eet we, 6 mls 2 fleas 2. ieneme 4 13 
TWRENOWH se “sole 9. fs ha hele | ws eekol| a, os RmCMA ous ve ite alert eee Rods, «ile! ‘ 

AYO, & 6. Sha Goo Ba 397 |1,420 | 804 402 91 19 4 1 {3,188 
Per cent of Brides... 12.65 45.25 |25.62 |12.81 | 2.90 .60 12 100.00 


It will be seen by the above, that fifty-six of the grooms 
were under twenty-one years of age, 1.79 per cent of the whole 
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number. Three of these were seventeen years of age (who 
married brides of sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen years, respec- 
tively), five were eighteen years of age (two of whom married 
brides of eighteen), and forty-two of twenty years. 

Of the brides, sixty-four were under eighteen years of age, — 
2.03 per cent of the whole number. Six of these were fifteen 
years of age, one of whom married a groom of twenty-eight; 
fourteen were sixteen years of age, one of whom married a _ 
groom of twenty-eight, another a groom of thirty, and. still 
another a groom of the mature age of forty-six. There were 
forty-four brides of seventcen years, nine of whom married grooms 
of ages between twenty-eight and thirty. There were sixteen 
brides between thirty and forty, who married grooms under 
twenty-one years of age. Two brides between forty and fifty, 
married grooms between twenty-five and thirty. Two other 
brides of the same age, united themselves to grooms between 
seventy and eighty; and two between sixty and seventy married 
grooms between seventy and eighty. Two brides between 
twenty-five and thirty married grooms between sixty and seventy ; 
and one under twenty married a groom between fifty and sixty. 

The grooms between twenty-one and thirty made 65.57 per 
cent of the whole number, and the brides of the same age made 
70.87 per cent. 

The number of colored couples was fifty-three, eighteen less 
than were married in 1867 in Boston alone. There were 
fifteen instances in which the grooms were colored, and the 
brides white, three less than there were in the preceding year. 

There were two couples of deaf mutes married. 
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VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 

GROOMS. First. |Second.| Third. | Unknown. | Totals. 
MEbRTE: INU OMENS: goo Gh 6 og a G Goo A ae) eaze 240 Peal ere) outy 0! «, 2,665 
Second ap ethotelfo. sa's' chee eh, 6 ure owe 281 L54 |. ces WSN moron estrone 435 
Third SCUMMIAR iNet oy te oiiours Bo te OG 22 11 it scedeteae 34 
Fourth GG e e Oa 28 7e@' 2@. 10°08 ep 70 e e e 1 2 e e e e e e ° e e e 3 
WiintciaWil & ac ls: Sei skis tc ie Le Se Meme, Roitle co. caus Saat sis |us, 0», Nolb tocke SRiae i 1 
GMOANTL 6. Goth ged ath tin athe: Sloman ane oo er 407 3 1 3,138 


The first marriages of grooms make 84.92 per cent of all the 
marriages, and the first marriages of brides 86.90. There were 
three grooms who had been made disconsolate no less than three 
times; one chose a spinster for his fourth wife, and two chose as 
their fourth ventures widows. Of the 435 widowers for the first 
time, 281 married spinsters. 

. There were 210 grooms who belonged in other States, while 
137 Boston grooms obtained their wives out of the State. 

The occupations of 2,221 of the grooms are given in the fol- 
lowing table. Laborers, clerks, mariners, traders, merchants, 
carpenters, and teamsters, make 04.65 per cent of all the 


grooms: 

Laborers... ... - - 476 Merchants . . +1... 99 Printers. rei aie » -« 39 
Clerks fusus «memeuamers 349 Shoemakers...... 10 Tailors. o/. sis ale ames 
Wiha 6 oA 6m alc 216 ALINCTS pG0C  amesuesmteiiots 62 Carriers. « «.« 61a OG 
Traders steusive ills sce Lio Painters a... ismemtanet ss = 60 Stone-cutters ..... 25 
Carpenters. wi. 0. - - 176 Blacksmiths ...... 54 Physicians ...«+.+s A9 
Machinists. ..... = LPL Cabinetmakers. .... 48 Clergymen ..+4+.2- 38 
Teamsters . . 5 2 + « « 100 MERON: GG oo Go os 44 


DEATHS. 
The number of deaths in Boston (including the Highland dis- 
trict) during the year 1868 was 5,519 — males, 2,861; females, 


City ReGIstRAR’s REPORT. 15 


2,658. The number of deaths in Boston in 1867 was 4,421; in 
Roxbury, 605, showing an increase in the aggregate of 493, 
during 1868, compared with the preceding year. ‘The increase 
in Boston was 388; in Roxbury 105 ;— an increase in the former 
place of 8.77 per cent; in the latter, 17.35 per cent. The pro- 
portion of deaths in the two places is one to 43.48 of the esti- 
mated population of 240,000. 

The following statement of the deaths in Boston, New York’ 
and Philadelphia, will show how the mortality in the first-named 
place compares with that of the last two. The reports of the 
deaths in New York and Philadelphia are not liable to the same 
objections that exist against the returns of births and marriages. 
As every interment requires a permit for removal, the mortality 
in each place is undoubtedly correctly stated: 

Boston, 1 death to 43.48. New York, 1 to 44.19. Phila- 
delphia, 1 to 59.74. 

New York has long borne the unenviable reputation of being 
little less than a plague spot. Those who have been accustomed 
so to regard it, will be somewhat surprised to learn, that, notwith- 
standing its filth, and the free-and-easy way in which public 
matters are conducted, its bill of mortality has a more agreeable 
appearance than that of Boston; while Philadelphia outstrips 
both in an extraordinary degree. 

The number and percentage of deaths in each quarter are 
seen in the following: 


QUARTERS. Deaths. | Per cent. 
RETR 5, 5 oo 6 co elo 6 0 ete 6 oe we Oe 1,341 24.30 
IPIEMET Gc gi's 5% 2 2 6 0 « 0 0 se 6 6 00 0,8 0 010 6 0 0 1,203 21.80 
STRICTO. 6 5 io o's of co: el ele we a se 8 6 se 6 ee 1,736 31.45 
EEE Gs. ely Goce 0 6 ss 0 Sele 6 6 8 eee ee 1,239 22.45 


5,519 100.00 


16 
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The deaths in the third quarter, it will be seen, exceed those 
in the first nearly 400; those in the second more than 500; 
and those in the fourth, only three less than 500. 3 


VII. DEATHS. 


BIRTHPLACES. 


BOHN She oo 5 6.4 6 Gos 
Other places in the State... 
INGO 4S Oa oo Sao 4 
New Hampshire. ...+-+-e- 
NAO, Bo te Go a Om 6 


MOGdeNUR ANG wens leieteltel bite 


@oannech Cutuares «sis sia) autor 


OtWerStatesicwesus celeie eens 


Total, United States... . 


nD 
m ic) 
2 S 
S = 
an 
1,405 | 1,274 
337 331 
95 105 
62 60 
21 23 
1 8 
ly 12 
79 71 
2,021 | 1,884 


BIRTHPLACES. 


England and Wales..,.. 
Trelanda \. sas: ss) -emtciononna 
Scotland . «ss 61s is le emeee 
British American Provinces. 
Germany” 2. “ss sie) «iene 
Other foreign places. .... 
Unknown .. 


Total, foreign and unknown 


« 

Pe et 

) a 

GS q 

heat 
47| 43 
565 | 567 
15 oe 
79| 86 
66| 35 
36/ 19 
32| 18 
840! 774 


Of the whole number of decedents, 1,589 (including half of 
those whose birthplaces are recorded as unknown) were for- 


eign-born, making 28.79 per cent of the whole number. 


Those 


born in Ireland make 20.51 per cent of all who died, and 71.23 


per cent of all who were foreign-born; an increase of the 


mortality of the latter class of 5 per cent compared with the 


preceding year. 
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VIII. DEATHS. PARENTAGE, 


1868S. 1867. 
PARENTAGE. 

Deaths. | Per cent.|| Deaths. | Per ct. 

as yp oy 321 5.81 216 4.93 
Other places in the State. .......-2+6-. 550 9.96 451 10.30 
IMGING SG AS Re OMeOnEIEe 5 By 0. BS ed <0 Soest 263 4.76 229 5.22 
NewHampshire....... 60 Oe Gm Golo 164 2.97 139 3.17 
POTMOHE whe sc ss ss boty ty 1G) CAME REE IC 53 96 37 84 
POMOC OMISlaMCtaemnMat sis ics creis «0 « 0 0 ss 25 45 17 38 
ROMUAGETIONET ss 6 5 6 cs se et te eee: 37 67 23 52 
UEREEM ES NGr wa aves co 5 os 6 6 5 8 te 148 2.66 98 2.23 
Me LanOMAN GeV ICHial gies sues ss as 0 vee 217 3.93 166 3.79 
LS FI 6 6 og Stgueio Ieiaceer ae an 3 ato Gd 2,693 48.79 2,137 48.80 
RCOUIATE ss. .5 3 sss pb Bo 20 Sao Secs 67 1.21 60 1.37 
British American Provinces. ........-+-. 260 4.71 144 3.28 
germany and N. Hurope. ....--2ssece 291 5.27 180 4.11 
Other foreignplaces...... 56 Oe ee ‘ 152 2.75 106 2.42 
RCE NMIN Se alisls soo =) 0 0 + « 6 2 oo sis 278 5.03 376 8.58 
IRM Sk ee wie oe | 5,519 99.93 4,379 99.94 


Of the whole number of those who died, only 1,700 (including 
half of those recorded as “ unknown”) were of native parentage. 
These decedents make 30.80 per cent of all who died, a de- 
crease from the preceding year’s report. Those of Irish 
parentage make 48.70 per cent of the whole number, and 70.51 
per cent of all of foreign parentage. 

The following is a statement of the births and deaths of 
children whose fathers were foreign-born (including half of 
those recorded as “ unknown ”’), compared with those of children 
of native fathers: 
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PARENTAGE, Births. |Per cent.| Deaths. |Per cent. 
HMoreionulathersmeuereies noms ey okele lie lol emenennis 4,800 67.59 3,819 | 69.19 
ative wert s! Wat, de teae clic ce bd vs to Ses 2,302 | 32.41 | 1,700 | 30.80 


The above shows, that while 67.59 per cent of the children 
have foreign-born fathers, 69.19 per cent of the mortality is 
among those of the same parentage. On the other hand, if only 
32.41 per cent of the children had native fathers, only 
30.80 per cent of the deaths occurs among that class. It 
will be observed that the births and deaths among those of 
foreign parentage bear about the same proportion to each other, 
as the same do among those of native parentage. 


1 
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An examination of the above table will show that 25.40 per 
cent of all who died, were under one year of age. Ninety- 
five died on the day of their birth, sixty-five of whom were 
children of foreign parentage. In Philadelphia, the percentage 
of this class was 28.80. In the rest of this State, exclusive of 
Boston, the percentage was slightly over 20 per cent. In the 
preceding year, the number of children who died in Boston 
under 1 year of age, made 22.94 per cent of the mortality of 
that year. 

There were seven hundred and seventy-four children who 
were between one day and six months, cf whom five hundred 
and sixteen were of foreign parentage. Of the remaining five 
hundred and thirty-three who were under one year of age, three 
hundred and ninety-nine were children of foreign parentage. 

The number who died between one and five, was one thou- 
sand and sixty-one, — 19.22 per cent of all who died. Of 
these, eight hundred and sixteen were children of foreign 
parents. 

Between five and ten, there were two hundred and sixty-nine 
deaths. The parentage of one hundred and thirty-four was for- 
eign, and one hundred and thirty-five native. 

Between ten and fifteen, ninety-six children died, of whom 
sixty-seven were of foreign parentage. 

Of those under twenty, who were themselves foreign-born 
(one hundred and fifty-five), sixty-five were born in Ireland; 
forty-one in the British Provinces; twelve in Germany; three 
in Scotland; and nineteen in other foreign places. 

Of the five hundred and forty-seven between twenty and 
thirty, two hundred and eighty were foreign-born, — one hun- 
dred and seventy-five in Ireland; fifty-five in the Provinces; 
fourteen in Germany; sixteen in England; six in Scotland; and 
fourteen in other foreign countries. : 

The number of those who died between thirty and forty was 
four hundred and ninety-one, three hundred and eight of whom 
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were foreign-born. Of these, two hundred and nineteen were 
born in Ireland; thirty-one in the British Provinces; twenty- 
seven in Germany; and thirty-one in other foreign places. 

There were four hundred and twenty-two who died between 
forty and fifty, two hundred and fifty-eight of whom were foreign- 
born. Of these, two hundred and thirteen were born in Ire- 
land; thirteen in England; fifteen in the Provinces; twelve in 
Germany ; and five in other foreign places. 

Between fifty and sixty, there were three hundred and thirty- 
eight deaths — two hundred and eleven were of foreign-born 
persons. Of this number, one hundred and sixty-nine were 
born in Ireland; twelve in England; ten in the Provinces; 
thirteen in Germany; two in Scotland; and five in other foreign 
places. 

There were three hundred and fifteen deaths between sixty 
and seventy. Of this number, one hundred and fifty-six were 
of foreign-born persons,—one hundred and twenty-nine were 
born in Ireland; nine in England; ten in Germany; and six in 
other foreign places. 

The number of those who died above seventy years of age 
was three hundred and eighty-eight, of whom one hundred and 
fifty-eight were born in Ireland, and one hundred and thirty-two 
in other foreign places. 

There were one hundred and thirty-one males, and two hun- 
dred and thirty-three females, who died between seventy and 
ninety, and fifteen males and nine females who died over ninety 
years of age. 

There was one death of a man 102 years old, and of a wo- 
man 109 years of age. 

The percentage of deaths at certain ages is given below: 


10 to 15. | 15 to 20. | 20 to 30. | 30 to 40. | 40 to 50. | over 50, 
1.74 | 3.44 | 9.91 | 8.90 | 7.64 18,86 


5 to 10, 
4.87 


under 5, 


44.62 


Ages. 


Per cent. 
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It will be seen that 44.62 per cent of the deaths occurred 
under five years of age, and only 10 per cent between five and 
twenty. : 

The number of colored decedents was ninety, — fifty-one 
males, and thirty-nine females, — a decrease of cighteen com- 
pared with the preceding year. 

Of the whole number of decedents, seven hundred and sixty- 
eight of the male, and five hundred and eighty-five of the fe- 
male (making 24.51 per cent of the whole number), were mar- 
ried at the time of their decease. Of the males, four hundred 
and fifty-six, and of the females, three hundred and forty-seven, 
were foreign-born. 

Of the whole number of male decedents, ninety-seven were 
widowers at the time of death, fifty-six of whom were foreign- 
born. Four hundred and eleven of the female decedents 
were widows, of whom two hundred and twenty were foreign- 
born. The number of these, of both sexes, who had been or 
were married at the time of their decease, was 1861, — 33.72 
per cent of all who died. 

The number of interments in the city was three hundred and 
twenty-six: — In the city proper, one hundred and nineteen; 
South Boston, one hundred and twelve; Hast Boston, ninety-five. 
There were one hundred and twenty disinterments and remoy- 
als, and fifty-two bodies were brought here from other places, 
and deposited in tombs in the various cemeteries in the city. 
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Accidents——The number of deaths from accidental causes 
(including burns, scalds, and drowned), was one hundred and 
ninety-two,— one hundred and sixty-one males, and thirty-one 
females, — 8.48 per cent of all the deaths. In the preceding 
year, these deaths made 3.46 per cent of the mortality of that 
year. 

Apoplexy.—There were eighty deaths reported from this 
cause, — fifty-five were males, and twenty-five were females. 
There were fourteen deaths from this cause in 1867. 

Bowels, Diseases of —There were fifty-two deaths from inflam- 
mation of the bowels, and fourteen reported simply as disease 
of the bowels. The decedents were, thirty-six males, and 
thirty females. There were forty-seven deaths thus reported in 
1867. 

Brain, Diseases of—The number of those who died from these 
causes was two hundred and sixty-eight, making 4.85 per cent 
of all who died. There were one hundred and forty-seven males, 
and one hundred and twenty-one females. Forty-four were re- 
ported as inflammation of the brain, and most of the remainder 
as “meningitis.” In the preceding year the deaths from these 
causes made 5.24 per cent of the mortality of that year. 

Bronchitis —There were one hundred and fifty deaths re- 
ported from this cause,— 2.71 per cent of the whole mor- 
tality. The percentage in 1867 was 3.03. 

Cancer.—The number of deaths from this cause was sights 
five——an inzrease of three over the preceding year. There 
were twenty-eight males, and fifty-seven females. Of these, 
nineteen were reported of the stomach; ten of liver; eight of 
breast; seven of uterus; four of face; three of bowels; two 
of rectum; one each of jaw, ear, throat, brain, tongue, chest, 
bladder, and twenty-five whose localities were not reported. 

Cholera.— There were two cases thus reported — both males 
— which occurred in July. There was one reported from this 
cause in 1867. 
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Cholera Infantum.— This was the reported cause of 488 
deaths, making 8.84 per cent of the whole mortality. In the 
preceding year the percentage was 5.22. 

Cholera Morbus.— There were 25 deaths from this cause. 
There were 15 in 1867. 

Consumption.— The number who died from this disease was 
868, — 420 males, and 448 females. The deaths from this cause 
make 15.73 per cent of the whole mortality. In 1867 the per- 
centage was 17.32. In Philadelphia the mortality from this cause 
made 14.89 per cent of the mortality of 1868. The number and 
percentage of the deaths in each quarter is seen in the follow- 
ing: 


———————— hw eee 


—a 
= 
o 
o 
QUARTERS. s QUARTERS. 


| Deaths. 
Per cent 


January — March. ....... 234 26.96|| July—September ....... 195 | 22.46 


April—June......2.s..e-. 220 25.85/|| October—December...... 219 | 25.23 


In 1867 the percentage in the several quarters was, — first 
quarter, 26.24; second quarter, 24.41; third quarter, 20.89; 
fourth quarter, 28.46. 

The birthplaces of those who died from consumption are seen 
in the following table: 


BIRTHPLACES. Males. | Females. |/Totals. 
Co ES ee ae Sh oe 162 182 344 
PMRMMMEMEG Ts ¢iisiies’s os 0 0 6 «0 0 6 tt es Ole oir sy ole 160 165 325 
England PEMPIUVEAL CB ral 6) eh 60! :s is. el 0s 6 60s ei ed. 6h oho Leste 6 7 13 
eeteeeInerican PYOVINCeS .. . o « 6 ss ee 0 0 ee ww 18 22 40 
Seema mid NOTt Of Hurope «.. . . 6. ee ce eee we ily! 5 22 
Rpm COUNITICN «os oe ce wt tt et te es 12 3 15 
SM TelGT? DATCHUS. 2 oc 5 sw et te ee ht le 41 62 103 
SUMMIT A ag 2 ss 6 ec 8 8 8 bo 8 Pe oO Gt 4 2 6 
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Of those who died from consumption, 524 (60.37 per cent of 
the whole number) were foreign born, or children of foreign 


parentage. 


Those born in Ireland make 317.44 per cent of the 


whole number of decedents, and 62 per cent of all who were 


foreign-born. 


The deaths in each ward, and in the several hospitals, are seen 


in the following table: 


Wards. | Deaths. || Wards. | Deaths. HOSPITALS. Deaths. 
ib 17 Ors 40 Deer Island <9... «yl sienesae mma 13 
ine 101 10. 39 City Hospital)... os vs lsine ements. 11 
Dike 87 11. 32 Massachusetts Hospital. ....- 11 
4. 25 12 60 Carney Hospital "2 ccm nenetsms ° 2 
5. 73 13 19 Insane Hospital. 5 . .) sist eleus if 
6. 32 14. 29 House of Correction. ..... = « 8 
ne 106 Bye 48 Other Hospitals, . <7. + i emeusuemne 29 
Sie 25 

793 75 


There were 444 deaths from consumption in wards 1, 2, 3, 5, 
and 7,— 51.15 per cent of the whole mortality from that cause. 
In ten wards (wards 4, 6, 8, 9, 10,11, 12,13, 14 and 15), there 
were 349 deaths (40.20 per cent) from this cause, and in the 
hospitals 75, — 8.64 per cent. 

The number and percentage of deaths from consumption at 
certain specified ages, are seen in the following: 


l 
Ages ../Underl yr.} 1to5 | 5to15/ 15 to 20 | 20to 30 | 30to40 | 40to50 |Over50. 
Deaths . 22 26 39 84 230 184 130 153 
Percent. 2.53 2.99 | 4.49 | 9.68 | 26.50 | 21.20 | 14.99 | 17.62 | 
| 
The number who died under 5 years of age was 2,463. Of 


this number 1.94 per cent died of consumption. ‘The number 
who died between 5 and 15 was 365, 10.69 per cent of whom 
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died from this disease. The number between 15 and 20 was 
190, of whom 44.21 per cent died of consumption. Of the 547 
who died between 20 and 30, no less than 42 per cent of ,them 
died from this disease. The number who died between 30 and 
50 was 913, 314 of whom (34.39 per cent) died from this cause. 
The number of those who died above 50 years of age was 1,041, 
153 of whom (14.70 per cent) died from consumption. 

The occupations of the males who died from consumption are 
seen in the following table: 


Maher men me se S0. | LTAders. < « os «© + % a |) Chereaamennl 5 5 6 6 6 oO 8 6 1 


DOO ee EMPL GEOUE Sy. . ¢ ts 6 Syl Datiket, .es et, wera ees 1 
UU ae ae PomibtutChers, (2. « +) 6 = « 2a | Cormby Makers. ces siret« 1 
BAACUB er os 4) sss iW | MEMORIES 6G oO a ol c 2 Contectionerse.eacsiis i ay 
PERATECEES Vw 5s es domierlOtel Keepers). 4) .) - = Py || LEE 6 A oe OG eo oc 1 
Warpeplersis) sels. s elLlg mee WELIEYS) «i oa kes os 2a\sLathographer sal. ue. 1 
eeeniisiss sss... - 9 | Bookbinders ...... QWhiebtushmakete amen. oo & al 
Pieunigucre 2s. > . «- 8 |) Constables ....... 2 Ve olla Risto else sve 1 
ORCUTT. 5 6 ne 5 5 i) ISIN 5 a i oo po Ps il isles 6 5 6 ao Gx bo i 
PERINUCES elise «© 93 me Cullallersies cece smten ste me Nl anutacturerin rs: o)-. -ccrsins 1 
MEATICT Ss bi: 6 ss 3 + Uf i. TBs INEM! 4 5 o o PA) MOM 6 bo oo G6 rg al 
Dimeksmiths ....... 6 | Carriage Trimmers - .. 2 | OilImspector. ..... . 1 
0. i 6 | Farmers, Gardeners, &c. 2 | Clockmaker ....... 1 
Miegimeers 5. 1 sw ww 5» || Glass Blowers. 3... . Qe Se Horseshoersy.itre) sire tisnte 1 
APOMCIGIBEN GS s.. «2s. ® || JEGWENIS 6 o96 oo G6 8 D5 || BMI? oa OOD beta Go 6 1 
prone Gmiers ...... Dave Prank? Makera ime ats io Le le LeVeEGOre. «©. 4. soaps pees 1 
eek sk 8 we || AMbRS cel Chem 6 Oo IPA potbecar verse. seulement 1 
BEOUGETROMclicls < s « « « « iL | UENBIE! Aone og Go oc Iai ROpemakererss.. same 1 
amemev takers ..... 4 | Upholsterer......-. LON SHOWMAN cs. so sy'el oi cake 1 
SUIUCHIMNes ¢ «ce «3 6 i. || deterrence SOW coc op ali) NNGNNIGTe “5g bs Ge co GG) S 1 
PEOEIAFIB ss 5 5 5 wt ee 4 | Currier ....... .. 1 | Musical Instrument Maker. 1 
BINLDELS) 5 2 4s eee eviaritish Moker cus sn. Hal) NiMCNen CK cee ea GO Gori 1 
Stable Keepers. ..... 4 | Harness Maker ..... dele ratieiany. «sere Bo 
MIVICER ce 6 0 «5 0 oe DeiPCartiagesmith sense cmon lel Gilder (<6 es eueletens 1 
PBMC OUIEM ss 6s 6 e+ + oul Gashtier  . < “tspei) ous it) |S Boiler Maker... cues sucue 1 
DIPOrMAKETS « « s 0 6 a}. I Mabacutdiemety 4 eae TE Dake ty -«. ‘ey eneu coi cieemerueeaee 1 
SRIETITICT. wie 6 «ee 8 Si etter GAO moe car UT eeNIOL. SLY Clie al otal eit amr eines 63 


UNCOTE sg * 6 s oo 0 6 « SPP EAMIIGUN 6. <0 siketisl 6) cice 1 420 
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It will be seen that laborers, clerks, tailors, mariners, carpen- 
ters, machinists, teamsters and shoemakers, make 46.20 of all 
the males who died from consumption. 

Convulsions. — The number of deaths thus reported was one 
hundred and forty-two, — 2.57 per cent of the whole mortality. 
There were eighty males, and sixty-two females. In 1867, the 
number of deaths thus recorded made 3.17 per cent of the mor- 
tality of that year. 

Croup was the reported cause of one hundred and twenty- 
seven deaths, — making 2.30 per cent of the whole number. 
In 1867, the percentage was 3.12; the decedents were sixty- 
three males, and sixty-four females. 

Diarrhea and Dysentery.— There were two hundred and 
fourteen deaths from these causes (one hundred and one of the 
former, and one hundred and thirteen of the latter) — making 
3.87 per cent of all the deaths. In the preceding year the 
deaths from these diseases made 3.62 per cent. 

Diphtheria. — There were sixty-seven deaths from this 
disease, — 1.21 per cent of the whole mortality. In 1867 the 
percentage was 0.85. 

Fever, Typhoid. — The number of deaths from this cause 
was one hundred and twenty, — 2.17 per cent of all the deaths. 
In 1867 the mortality from this cause made 2 per cent of the | 
whole. | 

Heart, Disease of. —'The number of deaths reported under 
this head, was one hundred and seventy-two, —eighty-three 
males, and eighty-nine females, 3.12 per cent of the whole 
mortality. 

Hydrocephalus. —'There were one hundred and twenty-nine 
deaths reported from this cause, — seventy-seven males, and 
fifty-two females, — 2.33 per cent of all the deaths. The per- 
centage in the preceding year was 3.00. 

Intemperance. — There were thirty-two deaths from intemper- 
ance — eighteen males, and fourteen females, an increase of 
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eighteen compared with the preceding year. Those dying from 
delirium tremens are included under this head. 

Infantile Diseases. —There were fifty-one deaths thus re- 
ported — twenty-five males, and twenty-six females, the same 
number that were reported in the preceding year. 

Kidneys, Disease of. —There were sixty-three deaths from 
the various diseases of the kidneys—thirty-five males, and 
thirty females; a large proportion of these deaths was from 
Bright’s disease. In the preceding year there were forty-nine 
deaths from this cause. 

Lungs, Diseases of: —'There were eighty-six deaths reported 
with this designation — forty-three males, and forty-three 
females. The number reported in 1867 was fifty-nine. 

Marasmus was the reported cause of one hundred and eleven 
deaths — sixty-eight males, and forty-three females, an in- 
crease of twenty-six compared with the preceding year. 

Measles. — The number of deaths from this cause was sixty- 
eight — forty males, and twenty females, an increase of thirty- 
seven. 

Meningitis, Cerebro-spinal.— There were eight deaths from 
this disease in 1868, and seven in 1867. 

Old Age.— There were one hundred and thirty deaths thus 
designated —thirty-nine males, and ninety-one females, an 
increase of forty. 

Paralysis. — The number of deaths from paralysis was eighty- 
five, an increase of thirty-four. The sexes were thirty-three males, 
and fifty-two females. 

Pneumonia. — There were three hundred and fifty-eight deaths 
reported from this disease — one hundred and eighty-four males, 
and one hundred and seventy-four females, making 6.48 per 
cent of the whole mortality. In the preceding year, the deaths 
from this cause made 5.13 per cent of the mortality in that year. 
The deaths from pneumonia, phthisis, and those reported as 


diseases of the lungs, make 23.77 per cent of all the deaths. 
5 
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Premature Birth. — There were eighty-three deaths reported 
under this head. In 1867 there were eighty-one. The sexes 
were, males, forty-one; females, forty-two. 

Puerperal Diseases. —'The number of deaths from diseases 
incident to child-birth was sixty-six an increase of fourteen 
compared with the preceding year. 

Scarlatina. — There were two hundred and sixty-six deaths 
from scarlatina —one hundred and thirty-seven males, and 
one hundred and twenty-nine females, which make 4.84 per 
cent of all the deaths. The deaths from this cause in 1867 
made 6.96 per cent of the whole mortality of that year. 

Suicide. — There were eighteen cases of suicide — eighteen 
males, and two females. In 1867, there were only eight. 

Small Por.—There were only eight deaths from small pox.” 
In the preceding year there were one hundred and forty-four. 

Unknown Diseases. — There were one-hundred and twelve 
deaths from causes not specified, an increase of thirty-seven. 
The sexes were, 57 males and 55 females. The deaths thus 
designated, united with those reported as from infantile diseases, 
make 3 per cent of the whole mortality. 


XI. DEATHS. WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Wards. |Deaths|Per cent || Wards. |Death; | 2er cent. Public Institutions. Deaths|Per cent. 


AST ECO BI 9, .| 265] 4.80. || City Hospital ».....| [seu } 
aye 746 | 13.52 De le een Mass. Gen. Hospital... 89 | 
3. 345 6.25 GID Mee eS PBs 4.29 Deer sland vera 69 
4. 182} 309 || 12. | 887) 7.01 || Carney Hospital 2. nnaeeynee f obits 
Behibts |) SOLS) 2 7.09 nS Pee foe! 6216 ts 2 9)3) Other Hospitals . .... 23 
Bret cat eon: 38.75 14. .| 194 3.52 House of Correction. . . 9 
ae 714 | 12.94 WS 5 BPAY) 5.80 Insane A sylnim pare emene 27 
8.. 227 4.11 
5,138 93.09 381 6.90 
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It will be observed that no less than 13.52 per cent of the 
mortality occurred in ward 2, and 12.94 per cent in ward 1. 
The deaths in wards 1, 2, 7 and 12 make 42.67 per cent of all 
the deaths, and 45.83 per cent of the deaths in all the wards, ex- 
clusive of those in the hospitals. The mortality in wards 4, 6, 
8, 10, 11, 13 and 14, makes only 26.48 per cent of the whole 
mortality, or 28.45 per cent of the deaths outside of the hospitals. 
The deaths in the several hospitals make 6.90 per cent of the 
whole number. In the preceding year, 8.23 per cent of the 
deaths occurred in those places. | 

The following is a recapitulatory table of the births, marriages, 
and deaths during the year, with the number of certificates of 
intentions of marriage issued: 


XII. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND DEATHS. 


MONTHS. Births. Marriages. | Intentions.} Deaths. 


UGA 5 96566 BDC ae 527 293 806 442 
PODEMALYis lalwicinl > 215s © 0 6 « 0 6 6 538 298 293 441. 
UOVMnC MM UMC Ti siisiNsl is oe «4 0 6s 0 594. 143 175 451 
ee 529 251 289 440 
MEV MMMisg ae she wos) 6 6 y + 0% 6 0 + 545 244 262 427 
UIE Ts at ole) oo « weenie st of o” as. 593 278 298 336 
PVAMEE esis id ¢ 0 es 6 ee 8 ee 618 229 265 540 
PATS ETM M liens cs 6 s of + 0 6-0 & 666 217 255 694. 
So 580 264. 353 502 
ME ie 6 ew 653 337 397 444 
DPCTBGORMMGM sis Malel es © + s 6 es 0 0s 640 350 387 398 
SPENT MisiMista 6s «ss 0 6 8 6 6 619 234 298 397 

Se 7,102 3,138 3,578 5,519 


The number of certificates issued was 3,578, exceeding the 
marriages recorded by four hundred and forty. Some of these 
certificates were used in other towns in the State, some out of 
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the State, while others, doubtless after sober second thoughts, 
were not used at all. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


By reference to the law concerning the registration of 
marriages, inserted at the end of this report for the information 
of those who are called on to perform the marriage ceremony, it 
will be seen that the return of a certificate of marriage is to be 
made to the recording officer within one month after the marriage. 
The importance of this provision is obvious; and it would seem 
that clergymen, above all other men, would readily comply with 
it. But, unfortunately, there are some who not only habitually 
disregard this reasonable requirement, but they make no returns” 
at all, thus violating the law, and doing an injury to the parties 
most deeply interested. The time may come when these delin- 
quencies, involving it may be, important social or pecuniary 
interests will be discovered, but too late to admit of a 
remedy. 

There are clergymen who appear to regard it as a matter of 
very little consequence whether their returns are made at one 
time or another. In addition to the fact, that each certificate of 
marriage has on its face the printed requirements of the law, 
some of them have been repeatedly reminded of their neglect, 
and apprised of the additional labor thereby imposed on the re- 
cording officer. Notwithstanding excuses of every kind and 
character are often profusely offered, and sometimes promises of 
amendment made, it must be stated, that the result has not been 
such as one would have looked for. This dilatory conduct is 
especially serious, when all the marriages of one year are not 
forwarded for registration before the first day of February fol- 
lowing. In that case, the returns that registrars are required by 
law to make to the Secretary of the Commonwealth at that time, 
do. not contain the marriages sent in subsequent to that date. 
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The number of marriages yearly received at that late period is. 
considerable; numerous enough, sometimes, to affect materially 
the State Registration Report. 


_Puysicians. — Another serious evil is the indefinite nature of 
the certificates of deaths made out by some physicians. This 
fact is one of more consequence than those delinquents seem to 
attach to it. This complaint would not arise in the majority 
of cases if physicians would, when possible, state the pri- 
mary and secondary causes of death. Jor instance, coroners 
(those who are physicians) will say, in a given case, “death 
from poison,” without specifying whether death was the result 
of an accident, or was self-inflicted. It is important, in 
every point of view, that it should be determined whether the 
case was one of suicide, homicide, or was accidental. Again: 
One physician states that a woman died of peritonitis, without 
using any qualifying term to distinguish its essential character. 
The death may have been the result of an accidental injury ; or it 
may have resulted from child-birth; orit may have been murder. 
The facts are of value not only to the few, but are such as concern 
the whole community. If vital statistics are worth anything, they 
should be made to express all that concerns the health and well- 
being of every individual. The same objection lies against a 
large number of cases where death is said to have been caused 
by inflammation of the brain, bowels, or other parts of the 
body. Hemorrhage is another term frequently used, and often 
conceals what it is desirable should be made known. 

Many of the deaths recorded in the City Registrar’s Reports 
each year, as resulting from accidental causes (with the ex- 
ception of those occurring in the hospitals), have been designated 
in the physicians’ certificates in the unsatisfactory manner 
alluded to above. ‘Those deaths were known to have been 
accidental ones through other channels, and, therefore, were so 
classed. ‘T’he record alone, however, will not show that some 
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were not homicides, and others suicides. Until physicians, there- 
fore, shall express the cause of death in the way above indicated, 
and as the registration law obviously requires, the whole system, 
so far as it concerns the records of deaths (than which no 
other subject is of more importance to the whole community), 
will fail in its most essential features, and prove, to a certain ex- 
tent, practically useless. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


City R&GISTRAR’S OFFICE, 
Boston, May 10, 1869. 
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THE MARRIAGE LAW OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
GENERAL STATUTES. CHAP. 106. 


[ Secs. 1-6 relate to certain prohibited marriages. ] 


SECTION 7. Persons intending to be joined in marriage, shall, be- 
fore their marriage, cause notice thereof to be entered in the office of 
the clerk or registrar of the city or town in which they respectively 
dwell, if within the State. If there is no such clerk or registrar in the 
place of their residence, the entry shall be made in an adjoining city 
or town. 

Srct. 8. The clerk or registrar shall deliver to the parties a cer- 
tificate under his hand, specifying the time when notice of the inten- 
tion of marriage was entered with him, together with all facts in rela- 
tion to the marriage required by law to be ascertained and recorded, 
except those respecting the person by whom the marriage is to be sol- 
emnized. Such certificate shall be delivered to the minister or mag- 
istrate in whose presence the marriage is to be contracted, before he 
proceeds to solemnize the same. 

Sect. 9. If a clerk or registrar issues such certificate to a male 
under the age of twenty-one years, or a female under the age of eigh- 
teen years, having reasonable cause to suppose the person to be under 
such age, except upon the application or consent in writing of the 
parent, master, or guardian of such person, he shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars; but if there is no parent, master, or 
guardian in this State, competent to act, a certificate may be issued 
without such application or consent. 

Srct. 10. The clerk or registrar may require of any person ap- 
plying for such certificate, an affidavit sworn to before a justice of the 
peace for the county where the application is made, setting forth the 
age of the parties ; which affidavit shall be sufficient proof of age to 
authorize the issuing of the certificate. 

Sect. 11. Whoever applying for such certificate, wilfully makes 
a false statement in relation to the age or residence, parent, master, 
or guardian, of either of the parties intending marriage, shall forfeit a 
sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

SEcT. 12. When a marriage is solemnized in another State be- 
tween parties living in this State, and they return to dwell here, they 
shall, within seven days after their return, file with the clerk or regis- 
trar of the city or town, where either of them lived at the time, a cer- 
tificate or declaration of their marriage, including the facts concerning 


40 City Document. — No. 48. 


marriages required by law; and for every neglect they shall forfeit ten 
dollars. m 

Srct. 13. No magistrate or minister shall solemnize a marriage, 
having reasonable cause to suppose either of the parties to be under 
the age mentioned in section nine, without the consent of the parent 
or guardian having the custody of the minor, if there is any in the 
State competent to act. 

Srct. 14. Marriages may be solemnized by a justice of the 
peace in the county for which he is appointed, when either of the 
parties resides in the same county ; and throughout the State by any 
minister of the gospel ordained according to the usage of his denomi- 
nation, who resides within the State and continues to perform the 
functions of his office ; but all marriages shall be solemnized in the 
city or town in which the person solemnizing them resides, or in which 
one or both of the persons to be married reside. 

Sect. 15. Marriages among the people called Friends or Quakers, 
may be solemnized in the manner heretofore used and practised in 
their societies. 

SrecT. 16. Every justice of the peace, minister, and clerk, or 
keeper of the records of the meeting wherein any marriages among 
the Friends or Quakers are solemnized, shall make a record of each 
marriage solemnized before him, together with all facts relating to the 
marriage required by law to be recorded. He shall also between the 
first and tenth days of each month return a copy of the record for the 
month next preceding, to the clerk or registrar of the city or town in 
which the marriage was solemnized, and shall when neither of the 
parties to a marriage resides in the city or town in which the marriage 
is solemnized, return a copy of the record of such marriage to the 
clerk or registrar of the city or town in which one or both of said 
parties reside. All marriages so returned shall be recorded by the 
clerk or registrar. 

Sect. 17. Every person neglecting to make the returns required 
by the preceding section, shall forfeit for each neglect not less than 
twenty nor more than one hundred dollars. 

Sect. 18. A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons 
in marriage contrary to the provisions of this chapter, knowing that 
the marriage is not duly authorized, shall forfeit not less than fifty nor 
more than one hundred dollars. 

SrecT. 19. Whoever undertakes to join persons in marriage, know- 
ing that he is not authorized so to do, shall be imprisoned in the 
jail or confined to hard labor for a term not exceeding six months, or 
pay a fine of not less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars. 

SEcT. 20. [Unintentional informality does not invalidate mar- 
riage in other respects lawful. | 
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SrcT. 21. The record of a marriage, made and kept as prescribed 
by law by the person before whom the marriage is solemnized, or 
by the clerk or registrar of any city or town, or a copy of such record 
duly certified, shall be received in all courts and places as presumptive 
evidence of such marriage. 

Sect. 22. [Admission of respondent, general repute, &c., compe- 
tent evidence to prove the fact of marriage. | 

Sect. 23. [Marriage in foreign countries by a consul or diplo- 
matic agent valid, and certificate of such consul or agent presumptive 
evidence thereof. | 


[Statutes of 1867. Chapter 58.] 


AN ACT RELATING TO THE MARRIAGE OF NON-RESIDENT PARTIES. 


SECTION 1. Persons living without the Commonwealth and intend- 
ing to be joined in marriage within the Commonwealth, shall, before 
their marriage, cause notice of their intention to be entered in the 
office of the clerk or registrar of the city or town in which they pro- 
pose to have the marriage solemnized ; and no marriage between such 
parties shall be solemnized until they have delivered to the justice of 
the peace, or minister in whose presence the marriage is to be con- 
tracted, a certificate from such clerk or registrar, specifying the time 
when notice of the intention of marriage was entered with him, to- 
gether with all the facts in relation to the marriage required by law to 
be ascertained and recorded, except those respecting the person by 
whom the marriage is to be solemnized. 

Sect. 2. Marriages may be solemnized by a justice of the peace 
in the county for which he is appointed. 

Sect. 3. <A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons 
in marriage contrary to the provisions of this act, shall forfeit not less 
than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. 


Approved March 11, 1867. 
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~ To tHe City CouNcIL: 


The undersigned herewith presents the Twenty-first Annual 
Report of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the City of 
Boston, for the year 1869, with the usual illustrative tables and 
remarks. 

The number of births recorded during the year was 17,405; 
an increase of three hundred and three compared with the pre- 
ceding year. This number embraces three hundred and ninety- 
five children who were not born in the.city, but whose parents 
resided here at the time the canvass was made. It is not 
improbable that an equal number of children who were born 
here had been removed elsewhere between the time of birth 
and the period when the record was made; so that the 
number recorded may be, for all practical purposes, pre- 
sumed to be correct. 

The number of males was 3,780; females, 3,625 ; — an excess 
of the former over the latter of one hundred and fifty-five. In 
1868, the males exceeded the females by seventy-eight only. | 

The increase of births in the original twelve wards over 
those in the same localities in 1868, was two hundred and 
thirty-two; while the births during the the latter year, com- 
pared with those of 1867, show an increase of only sixty-three. 
The increase in the southern wards (southern district) in 1868, 
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compared with 1867, was two hundred and two; while in 1869 
it was only seventy-one. 

If the population of Boston be estimated at 240,000, the 
births will be in the ratio of one to 32.41 of the population, — 
an increase of more than one per cent, compared with the pre- 
ceding year. If the still-births be added to those born alive, 
the ratio will be one birth to 30.45. 

The births in each quarter are seen in the following table: — 


January —March..... sooo 6 JE eal July — September... - 2. 222s 1,923 
PACD Ete) UTC Beis Mote iteine elle Melnreits 1,679 Oetober — December. . .* «2. 2,082 


It will be seen that 28.11 per cent. of the births occurred in 
the last quarter, and only 22.67 per cent. in the second. 

The number and percentage of the births in the several 
wards, compared with the similar record of the preceding year, 
are given in the following table: — 


1869. 1868. 1869. 1868. 


WARDS. 
Births.| Percent] Births. |Per cent Births.|Per cent| Births. |Per cent 


J AGN O40 723 9.76 748 10.53 Oe ietnente 334 4.51 310 4.36 
PB 6G Ba 2 970 13.10 908 12.78 HO eens 394 5.32 403 5.67 


et Ae Fae 463} 6.25) 406 By2!| 11... .) 284] 8184) 2761) Bigs 
Ag ty 233} 3.15| 215 3.03|| 12....] 661] 8.92] 551 7.76 
Se ieaee ny 4 309 | 6.39] 480 | 6.89// 18....| 3834] 451} 318] 4.48 - 
6 ay, 22| 3.40] 267 | 3.76|| 14....| 336] 4.54] 295 3.87 
(hes Ac 1,189:| 16,06 | 1,100 | 15.49 |! 15....| goa7| 7.90] 663). 790 
Bw ee 286 | 3.86 | 283 3.99 


eee ee | en) es 


7,405 | 100.00 | 7,102 | 100.00 


There was a decrease of births in each of wards 1, 5, 6, 8, 
10 and 15, the greatest decrease (ninety) being in ward 5, 
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which embraces the Fort Hill district. In consequence of the 
improvements going on in this locality, the population is 
rapidly moving to other parts of the city, principally to the 
South Boston wards. The greatest increase of births (one 
hundred and ten) in any one locality wasin ward 12. No less 
than 55.23 per cent of the births occurred in five wards, viz: 1, 2, 
1,12 and 15. The births in the same localities during the preced- 
ing year made 54.35 per cent of the whole number of that year. 
The number of deaths in those wards during the year 1869 was 
2,526, making 45.74 per cent of the whole mortality. 


I. BIRTHS IN BOSTON, 1869. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


@amtweremienornin the United States... .. 6.0 ewe ee ew te wet oo 1,808 
as s REST MMN MeN Cre catVed's So e. $04 ose elie $F latads uw poh @ alee 100 
* . eer MSE g tomers teks. +c! 's 5) 6's deesceuet etek sled een sis 2,822 
ba re PREG eT eile ore. Ff s.6 echelon a cele tancletra wer se 35 
sf st BeatieheAmerican, Provinces « «.0 0 ¢.e;e.s 0.0 es » 0 6 293 
“ MITRE Meter sec ale. ei o's 's) so ce te ce ey obec uted eae 366 
ee SRUIRTORCIST © 6 oe 6 0 4 6.0 0s 0 6 0 Be 6 6, 0s bi ere ss We ets 145 
ut: SIE TEEPE eRe et “o).g e-' ai') 6 <\ 00 0 oe €876 0! opel ecele yb, e 641 
Beesee mora tm United States, mother foreign . 1. ose ec eee sce eee eee 471 
teeter mOOr UNIGEO States 1. 5s cee wee ete ee oe ee ew ee 560 
Sminedneaases, MOther UNKHOWN ..- 6c ee wet ee oe te te et oe 1 
Bemmmenomi, mother United States . . 0 1 cc eet ww tt te te wee 44 
SerORetey Ta@tirer UNKNOWN . . 6 + ee te te ht ee + of Cee GMC 2 
Beemer asemother forcign . «.. << 66 sss ee ee ote fee wees 40 
REITING EG He 6 6.6 0 6 so 6 ose he eee le wee ete oo ox TT 


Pato eto 6 xo 6G OO 6 ee oud eo CAO Oe UD cece cee 1,405 


It will be seen by the above table, that the number of instances 
in which both parents were native born was 1,846 (including 
_half of those recorded as “unknown”), making a little less than 
25 per cent of the whole number. In the preceding year, the 
same class made 26 per cent. 

The number of children whose parents were both foreign 
born (including half of the unknown), was 4,440, nearly 60 


* Both parents of the same nativity. 
‘+ The parents in each instance from different countries. 
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per cent of the whole number, a slight increase of the same 
class compared with the preceding year. 

The number of instances in which one or both parents were 
foreign born (including half of those in which either parent is 
reported as unknown), is 5,535, or 74.75 per cent of the whole 
number. 

The whole number of instances in which one or both parents 
were foreign born is 2,948, or 39.74 per cent of the entire 
number. 

The number of foreign-born fathers was 5,004 (68.12 per 
cent), and of foreign-born mothers, 4,952, — 66.87 per cent. 

The number of children of wholly Irish parentage, was 
2,822, — 39.10 per cent of the whole number. In the preced- 
ing year, this class made 38.97 per cent. 

The number of colored children born was ninety-two (fifty 
males, and forty-two females), an increase of nine, compared 
with the preceding year. 


II. TWIN BIRTHS, 1869. 


Male 
NATIVITY OF PARENTS. Males. | Females.| and 

Female. 
Both born in United States ....... S'o.G ee Gn OG Gea 6 4 4 £ 
ee GG EWM Ge oy Rete oo -6 oo 6 Ob o Gp OG oO ao o ul cute 1 
‘6 OS Abt holo ie ogo Oo G Go e 6 SG SOc 12 6 9 
a ‘¢ British American Provinces. ........ O06 a 1 ce 
ne eeGermany sis. «>see Skits Rigo hie Powe iie’ elle ane 1 2 
Mixed foreign ik eiielistke | oer ielke to teateles ool 8 Go Gare Ao 2 2 4 
Father born in United States, mother foreign. ........ 2 2 2 
“ foreign, mother United States . . 1... 20 10 « 2 3 2 
Both WNKNO Wiest sens sl el's + (1 elles Seeder istalis bs ts «56. 1 oe 


ANNU AEE BA sa 64 Gd Ono WG os 24. 20 24 
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The number of twin births was sixty-eight, an increase of six 
over the number of the preceding year. In each of twelve 
instances only, were both parents native born; and in thirteen 
others, one parent was born here. In twenty-three instances 
(one third of the whole number), both parents were born in 
Ireland. Three of the births were of colored children; in one 
instance, two being males, and in the others, all were females. 

There were two cases of triplets; in each instance, both 
parents were native born. 


II. STILL-BIRTHS, 1869. 


Sex 
MONTHS. Male, | Female. 

Unkn’n, 

PMC UEEE SEG a Tallsl's o's «els 0 0 2 5 6 «6 co oe ab 6 28 14 1 
EOP AT oO og @6 90 6 O90 G0 ND nnn 16 14 ee 
eo SE ag 9S 21 9 2 
NOEL ob 6 00 600 6 SIRES O eee 5640.6 Se eee 6 ° 24 18 m 
MENT 2 o 0 6 6 0 0-0 610 6105S. CnDRGEE Cena ars 27 13 ee 
SUMCGUIMMGM Git oirolis) woe e's ss + 6 0 3 6 oc 56 66 bee 10 17 1 
JEL 9 0 @ 0 & 6-86 6-616 OeOeRIES IAIN ions ny er 32 15 Z 
ASHE GO 6 & O08 80 0 ONO beon GO OROEOICED RGEC rane 25 23 ee 
Sle CtmieMsM Mich cst sie ¢ 6 os 2 « 6 0 ¢ 0 6 6 6 0 6 « 8s 19 18 2 
oe Se a Sar Ho 8 21 16 v 
SMI Misiich als 5 6 6 ts te tw ee 8 8 oe Zt 19 one 
RMIT oe 6 so 8 oF ot wt wt ew ew 26 15 ee 
277 191 7) 


It will be seen that there were four hundred and seventy- 
seven still-births, — two hundred and seventy-seven males, one 
nundred and ninety-one females, and nine, sex unknown, — five 
less than were recorded in 1868. The males exceed the 
females by eighty-six. In the preceding year, the excess of 
males was one hundred and four. In one hundred and eighty- 
three instances, both parents were born in Ireland, and in fifty- 
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two, one parent was of the same nativity. In one hundred and 
fifteen cases both parents were native born, and in twenty-nine 
one parent only was born here. In thirty-two instances both 
parents were born in Germany, and in sixty-six the parentage 
was unknown. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages was 3,378, an increase of two hun- 
dred and forty compared with the returns of the preceding 
year. The marriages were in the ratio of one to seventy-one of 
an estimated population of 240,000. 

The number of marriages in each quarter is given below: — 


QUARTERS. Number. Per cent. QUARTERS. Number. Per cent. 
January — March 669 19.80 July — September 813 24.06 
April— June .. 907 26.85 October — Dec. . 989 29.28 


In the preceding year the percentage of marriages in the 
several quarters was: Ist quarter, 23.39; 2d, 24.63; 3d, 26.62 ; 
Ath, 29.35. It will be seen that there was a considerable 
decrease in the past year in the first quarter, and a gain in the 
second and third quarters. | 

The number and the percentage of the marriages solemnized 
in each month will be seen in the following table: — 


MonrTus. Number. Per cent. MonrTuHs. Number. Per cent. 
ee 
January » ++. 295 8.73 ULV Wes ct pile vce 253 7.49 
February .- +e: hye 6.57 August . «+e. 268 7.93 
March «e+«-se-. 152 4,52 September .... 292 8.64 
April... eee 306 9.05 October. ..... 354 10.48 
May «+++ ees 283 8.38 November .... dip a 11,84 
June see eee 318 9.41  ||December .... 235 6.96 


3,378 100.00 
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It will be seen that 22.32 per cent of the marriages occurred 
in the months of October and November. 


IV. BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


E Bie a hn alee 

BIRTHPLACES OF GROOMS. a leg 2s 3 a Be ¢ oe : a 
| 2 sas /2/3/28/8 |Sc4| 2 

oa A jon) & Aja) ea |o S6g)p B 

ieee. | 189) 72) 78 87] Of 1) AT) By 8. 409 
Other places in the State. .| 129} 1384 | 149, 15) 11) 38 27 TS ok 472, 
Oiierictatesiaa 2. ©. .->| 145 | 1381 | 310) 33/15} 7 98 oi ee ol eek 742 
England and Wales .... 23 See tae 2G eis. ame 13 PA! 115 
RROIANGI Ge aheie se © 6 0 0 © s On 383 | 24) 836 T 3 Al Lied Syl ae ys 
peotiand ss 6 we te ws 6 2 4 OFS) med 8 pH a 42 
British American Provinces.| 31 . LOBOS ee S2p ese ela Les cl) al : 254 
CLOLIMAT Vases) s) eos) 6 «6 23 a 6) 24) 6 1 PA A) ADE ° 193 
Other Foreign Places ... 12 3 8) tS) || te |) al 6 | 12) 55). lil 
MPMEMOWR cs.) s cs ew | oe oe relic ak Wo 2 3 
FLOCAISNsmet eres © ss | 649 419 | 624)1,020 | 84 | 26 |} 351 | 126) 74) 5 | 3,878 


The number of native-born grooms was 1,626, making 48.13 
per cent. of the whole number. In 1868 the percentage of the 
same class was 49.52. The American born brides number 
1,692, — over 50 per cent of all the brides, showing the same 
proportion exhibited in the preceding year. 

The number of marriages in which both parties were native 
born was 1,531 only, or 39.40 per cent of the whole number. 

The number of Irish-born grooms was 1,037, — 30.70 per cent 
of all the grooms, and 59.15 per cent of those that were foreign 
born. The number of Irish grooms who married brides of 
the same nativity was eight hundred and thirty-six, — 24.75 per 

2 


10 City Document. — No. 46. 


cent of all the grooms. These marriages make 47.68 per cent 
of the marriages in which one or both parties were foreign 
born. 

The number of grooms that were born in Germany was one 
hundred and ninety-three (there were one hundred and sixty- 
four in the preceding year), 5.71 per cent of all the grooms. 
The number of German-born grooms who married brides of 
the same nativity was one hundred and seven. 

The number of grooms born in the British American Proy- 
inces, in England, and other foreign places, was in about the 
same proportion as in the preceding year. 

The increase of marriages was greatest among those of Irish 
and German nativity. The whole number is of such a mixed 
character as to defy all classification. 


V. MARRIAGES. AGES AT TIME OF MARRIAGE. 


SS 
— 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. 


3 ‘ : fi 3 
i Sa SS |S 1 So | 
3 | Se} 8 ) 8 | 8 | 2 |e aes 
° 
Ba R 18 |S | 8S ee 
Under 21 eoeeeee#e e# e« @ 34 19 1 13 ee; ee ee 67 1.98 


OVO QB rs se (0 60> «0a ie api] OO aal amon OO teas duc nae « « {1,060 | 31.37 
2550 BO cs. 0 ats 0 oe reer MUO aeOnmTEeD E 71 2 1] .. {1,190 | 34.63 
30 t0 40 «we 2 ew ww ww ew 82 |. 202 | 289} 236 Ci ie a) 768 | 22.74 
40 to 50 2 2 eo ee ee ew ww 2 14 42) 105 44 Bedi ede 209 6.18 


ED AG BOis ly slept tens) tea sheueres 5 $1] 33] 26.1), 14"); 4 il sieonmenarees 
60 to 70 eo "@. £0, 2» 10! 18% 6 6 ere 'e ee ee 3 4 4 1 2 15 AT 
Over 70 eoe5ree © @ © © © @ ee one? ome eo 2 i ul 4 Sab 


Totals. .'s eee eee o| 477} 1481} 849} 462 86 19 4 |8,878.4 "wre 


—_—— |§ —$ | ——————_— | —__._ | | |__| 


Per Cent.. «+ ee 6 ee + | 14,12) 43,84 | 25.13 | 13.68 | 2.55 56 12] .. | 100,00 
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~The number of grooms under 21 years of age was 67, 
making nearly 2 per cent of the whole number. Of these, 
_ten married brides under 18 years of age; nineteen married 
those between 20 and 25; one married a bride between 
25 and 30; while thirteen others married brides between 30 
and 40. ‘There were seventy-one grooms between 25 and 30 
who married brides between 30 and 40; two grooms of the 
same age united themselves to brides between 40 and 50; and 
still another became the husband of one who was between 50. 
and 60! There were nine grooms between 30 and 40 who 
married brides between 40 and 50. . 

There were five grooms between 50 and 60 who married 
brides between 20 and 25; eight others of the same age 
married those who were between 25 and 30; and thirty-three 
united themselves to brides between 30 and 40. There were 
three grooms between 60 and 70, whose brides were between 
_ 25 and 30; and four others whose wives had not reached their 
40th year. Lastly, there were two grooms who had passed their 
70th years, whose brides were between 40 and 50. 

There were fifteen grooms over 60 years of age, and four over 
70. There were four. brides, whose ages were between 60 
and 70. 

Of the grooms 2,230 (over 60 per cent) married between the 
ages of 21 and 30. Of the brides, 2,330 (69 per cent) married 
between 20 and 30. ) 

The number of instances in which both parties married were 
_ colored was thirty-eight, an increase of five over the number 

recorded in 1868. ‘There were fifteen marriages of colored 
grooms with white brides, the same number that were reported 
in the preceding year. 

In four hundred and fifty-three instances, the brides were 
older than their husbands. 
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VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 

First. Second.| Third. | Fourth.| Totals. 
Hirst Marriage! . is 9. 0). «is 0 cle s oeie © « 2,658 213 2 u 2,874 
SCONE My Saewh ol ice Hottce ie Wie scalie ol te bie he OMEN Role 288 171 5 cae 464 — 
VIRVSEI CBN, OULU IMPARTS rst) ALARA ROME 5 Seth ae 23 13 1 — 3T 
OUTER SCSI c gs ve patethne lo tiotte ile votes mee menEatrs 2 att = Ag 2 
Sixth Mey at Ls ale te telze ca oft elcen slo nema trey tire 1 sek esc ene 1 
FINO LBS Niflst veiiel<e kell's We luotelvene celts! Yevielte detec Ms 2,972 |° 397 8 1 3,378 


The first marriages of grooms make 85.00 per cent of the 
whole number; while the first marriages of the brides make 
nearly 88 per cent. 

Of the grooms, two hundred and thirteen who had never been 
married were united to widows; two others married brides who 
had been twice widowed; while another inexperienced swain 
became the husband of a bride who had been widowed no less 
than three times! There were two grooms who had been made 
disconsolate three times, who married spinsters; while another 
who had, unfortunately, been called upon to mourn the depar- 
ture of no less than jive wives, chose a spinster as his sixth 
venture. 

One hundred and eighty-one of the grooms were residents of 
other States at the time of marriage, and three hundred and 
seventy-nine resided in other towns of this State. Of the 
brides, one hundred and forty-three resided in other States; 
and two hundred and twenty-one were residents of other parts 
of this Commonwealth. 

The following table contains a few of the principal occupa- 
tions of the grooms, numbering 2,055, and making 60.83 per 
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cent of all the grooms. Of the number of grooms whose occu- 
pations are given, laborers, clerks, merchants, traders, carpen- 
ters and mariners make 66.47 per cent. Physicians are repre- 
sented by twenty-one grooms; and clergymen by fifteen. 


Waborers .. ..« .. . 440 IMCEMNK 6 6 Goa a) BE Tailors 30s. «+ - 49 

CIOTRG sparen eis «> « 388 PAUNtCY wees: ss 0 kOS Cabinet-Makers... 47 

Merchants and Traders . 219 Shoemakers ..... 75 Blacksmiths .... 39 

Carpenters. ....«. «190 Farmers and Gardeners 57 Physicians ..... 21 

Mariners. . . .... 179 MIEEOMWE: 6) 6 G6 Gho 0 UH 1) Cie 6 Gh GG Oe 

MAC DITISOS: sie dele) 'e. « «© LOZ CUNMICTSMNsteneh on -1 Oo met 2,055 
DEATHS. 


The number of deaths reported during the year was 5,523,— 
2,773 males, and 2,750 females, — an increase of only four over 
the number recorded in the preceding year. ‘This mortality is 
in the ratio of one death to 43.46 of the estimated population 
‘of 240,000, or twenty-three in a thousand of those living. The 
llowing is a comparative statement of the death rate in the city 
of Boston, with that of the cities of Charleston, New Orleans, 
St. Louis,and San Francisco. There is less certainty in regard 

o the population of New Orleans and San Francisco than to the 

other places; but, probably, the estimate is not very far from 
the right one. The deaths in San Francisco are reported for 
the year ending June 30, 1869: 


Population. No. of Deaths. | Deaths to 1,000 persons living. 
ISOSLOMM sire ce «0 « 240,000 5,522 23.00 
Charleston ....,. 35,000 1,208 34.51 
New Orleans .... 170,000 (?) 5,593 33.00 
ind 285,000 5,834 20.48 


San Francisco... . 165,000 3,808 23.00 
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It will be seen that Boston, compared with the other cities 
named in the above table, presents a not unfavorable condition. 
Although the death-rate is twenty-three in a thousand, greater, 
confessedly, than it should be; yet, when the severity and 
variableness of its seaboard climate, together with the preva- 
lence of phthisis and pneumonia, are considered, in connection 
with its condensed population, much may be said in its favor, 
and of praise of the active sanitary measures in operation in 
every department of its government. 

The following table exhibits the number and percentage of 
deaths in each quarter, compared with the record of the pre- 
ceding year :— 


1869. 1868. 
QUARTERS. ae ee 
Deaths: | Per cent.|| Deaths. | Percent. 
January — March. ....... Od Oo GEO 1,374 24.88 1,341 24.30 
April— Juno... 1.2.2 ts 6 wees es 1,297 23.48 1,203 21.80 
July — September ....... Sg gH 5 56 1,562 28.28 1,736 © 31.45 


October —December..... IS ds eal 1,290 23.36 1,239 22.45 


5,523 | 100.00 5,519 100.00 


The number of deaths during the third quarter was one 
hundred and seventy-four less than in the same period of the 
preceding year. 
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VII. DEATHS. 


@m . ~~» 

8 Y a 5 

BIRTHPLACES. | q = ° 

3 § cS s 

FH py 
Boston 2 e e ° e e e e e ° e e e e e e e e e e ° 1,388 1,260 2,648 47.95 
Remainder of N. England. .....-.seeee 481 540 1,021 18.49 
Other States e e ° e e e e e e e , e A e ° e J e 76 64 140 2.54 
England e es e e e ° e e ° ° e e e es e e e e 2 e 56 46 102 1.84 
Treland es se e . e e e te 2 e e ° ° e e e es e e e e 556 635 1,191 21.57 
MISC TINO ERs cl cei cs) e060 62s 6 6 «ee 8 23 Ci | 44 .80 
Paes SPA TEBCLVITICCS) 6 ge os 0 ¢ ¢ ee 0 6 ee 80 105 185 8.35 
Germany e e° e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ° e e 53 42 95 1.70 
Giber Pores PIACes < .)s 6 s 6 = 2 6 8 ote 34 24 58 1.05 
Unknown e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ° e e 26 13 39 ars 
2,773 2,750 5,523 100.00 


The number of native-born decedents was 3,828 (including 
half of those recorded as “unknown’”’), which make 69.71 per 
cent of all who died. Those born in Ireland make 21.57 per © 
cent (20.51 per cent in the preceding year), and 10.26 per 
cent of all who were foreign born, a slight decrease from the 
preceding year. 

It will be noticed that, among the native-born decedents, 
the males exceeded the females by eighty-cight ; while among 
those who were foreign-born, the females exceeded the males by 
sixty-four. Half of those recorded as “unknown” are enu- 

-merated with each class. The decedents who were born in 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, are enumerated with those 
born in Germany. 
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VIII. DEATHS. PARENTAGE. 


1869, 1868. 
PARENTAGE. Oo 

Deaths. | Per cent.|} Deaths. | Per ct. 

Tevet toh Aah eee ep) Saks hele. be (> TeaeINs hy he 304 5.50 321 5.81 
Remainder of New England .. «2... 1,098 19.80 1092 19.78 
OHO BAG GoGo Boo boob alate 233 4.22 148 2.68 
Hnwland And MWiales meme tenet lo Wells eure menls cae hs 198 3.59 217 3.93 
IRR GG Seid A oo tee Ga Ado 6 el auatd 2,608 47.13 2,693 48.79 
Scotland ..... ede 6, «us be enbnedeate ne te bedi. 85 1.59 67 1.21 
British American Provinces ...% « . se elke 240 4,35 260 4.71 
SLOPIRANY ss. 151161 '< trees) shah ee Fo. ee codes te Ss 295 5.34 291 5.27 
Other Horeion Places. 726s 's oat ve semeuatre Se 150 212 152 2.79 
UR SOnA o 6 doo o Ga Glo Melt ctnene ede eile te t's 317 5.76 278 5.03 
AMIE, BA Gg 6 oi Fe hele) “onkalre ns aomtemthned « 5,523 100.00 5,519 100.00 


Se 


The number of decedents of American parentage (including 
half of those reported as “unknown”) was 1,793,—an in- 
crease of ninety-three, compared with the preceding year, mak- 
ing 32.46 per cent of the entire parentage. It is thus seen 
that the decedents of foreign parentage make no less than 
67.54 per cent of all who died. Compared with the preceding 
year, there was a decrease of ninety of persons of Irish 
parentage. 

The following comparative statement of the parentage of the 
children born, and of those who died, in the years 1868 and 
1869, embracing in each case half of those recorded as “un, 
known,” tabulated according to the nativity of the fathers, will 
be interesting. The agreement between the record of 1869 and 
the preceding year is very striking :— 
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1869. 1868. 

sins ets pay ey 

Q q 3 q : q ie q 

eu cates: | Samir eS 2) mene) S 

Reece re: | Sams eins Poles eS 

Ay A A &9 a A 2 
Foreign fathers .... 5,044 | 68.12 | 3,780 | 67.54 || 4,800 | 67.59 | 3,819 69.19 
Native Oi se ee | 2,361 31.88 | 1,793 32.46 2,802 32.41 | 1,700 30.8h 
7,405 | 100.00 | 5,528 | 100.00 7,102 | 100.00 } 5,519 100.00 


Tt will be seen by the above table, that if 68 per cent of the 
births were of children of foreign parentage, the deaths of those 
of the same nativity make 69 per cent of the whole mortality. 
In like manner it is seen, that while the births of children of 
native parentage make only 31.88 per cent of the whole num- 
ber born, the deaths of the same class make only 30.81 per cent 
of the entire mortality. It will also be noticed, that in regard 
to the first-named class the deaths were one per cent in excess 
of the births. The result is reversed in regard to the second 
class, — the births being one per cent in excess of the deaths. 


OGLZ/ELLZ| 6 | 9 | FOL] GF | LOT! LOT) OST) FLT} SLT] SLT] Sez]: FEZ} LGZ] 99¢] Los] esz] ss | 24 | 6e | FF | COT! 9zzl ogF! ost! Leo PEL} ° °° ° STRIOT, 


Taz ozs |S |° °| 2k) e | 0s) 8 | sx] zt] 02 | 9% | & 08 | 83} 0} 9 | 9 |T | % |g | or] Fe] 22] ze] 8g ]°° °° + zeqmooeg 

LIZ jo8sE | T | T | OL} S | OL | s | S| ex] St 9¢ | st | ot I@}4 |}@ |& |9 |h | | se} es] Hm) er | s °° * sequeson 

6 08 OTS | T [°°]; 6 |S | Bt} s | IL] sx | ey 0% | 41 | Te | 8 | 8 18 |% |G | sr] ee) 6s | es | zo]° °° + + + xeqowo 
, Tes [p92 | °°] 3 | SL |S | OL | IL] ex] Ir] 9g TS | 88 | FZ | 9% 8 9 )& | 8 [9 | 9 | 88] 18] 69] e6)° °° * soquoardeg 

iS SF jus | "|G | 9 |S | 8 |b | et] or | eT 9%) 0f | 12 | 2) 4 | or} | 8 18 |G | te] so] te] oe]* °° °° * ysngny 
| Ue as ie nso ag ee sa a a 8 84 | P| 0G | 08) Sl 1 16 1h |S 18 | oF) eh) s6] onl *** 2s + + Ame 

Bee a LT Lk 6-89] 88 ioe b or) 6 rs SL) OF | 1 | 2b) OL |S |B) so | Stor) oe |e | es | cy |* * + * + * *eung 
B 622 |SFo | T |* *| OL | 7 | GL] 8 | 94 | 02 | ar PL | G3.| OF | 08) 6 | 4.) 8.| SB |-OL | SE | 98 | Le og| el oc tt ts ARH 
E SHCCIShT eet SO ck TSE OL b 0c 1) 9G | 26) 9} 2 |S tL |G |6 || al] wml orplorls sss +s + pady 
fa OFS \2rs |° *] °°] h | 6 | 1 | HL] OL | At | er 12) | SS] 0B) L |F | T |S | WM] OL] Sh) WI] we] se] es tf Gore 
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An examination of the above table will show that the num- 
ber of children who died under one year was 1,371 (ninety- 
five of whom died on the day of their birth), making 24.82 per 
cent of all who died. In the preceding year, the percentage of 
this class was 25.40. Of the number who died on the day of 
their birth, sixty-eight were children of foreign parentage. There 
were eight hundred and three who died between one day and six 
months, four hundred and ninety-nine of whom were children of 
foreign-born parents. ‘The number who died between six 
and twelve months was four hundred and seventy-three, of whom 
three hundred and thirty-six were children of foreign-born 
parents. ‘The number who died between one and five was nine 
hundred and forty (17 per cent of all who died), six hundred 
and ninety-four of whom were children of foreign parentage. 
A comparative statement of the deaths of all under fifteen years 
of age in the cities of Boston, Charleston, New Orleans, St. 
Louis and San Francisco, is given in the following table : — 


UNDER 1. 1 To 5. 5 TO 15. 


Deaths.| Per Cent. |Deaths.| Per Cent. |Deaths.| Per Cent. 


ISOSLOM Mame ellch oe «. « 1,371 24.88 940 17.00 309 5.60 
Marieston «os . «1 +s 345 28.55 508 42.00 
New Orleans ....... 977 17.41 1,942 34.72 306 5.51 
SA IUOUEE 5 4 Sa 2,782 51.13 
Ban Brancisco. . .. . o\. 536 14.08 340 35.19 334 8.77 


The reports of the deaths in Charleston and St. Louis give 
the number of deaths between the ages of five and ten, and ten 
and twenty, and in that of the latter city the number of deaths 
under one year is omitted. It will be seen by the above table, 
that the difference between the number of children between one 
and five who died in Boston, and those who died during the 
Same period in the other cities, is very greatly in favor of Bos- 
ton. On the other hand, of those who died under one year, the 
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difference is very greatly in favor of San Francisco and New 
Orleans, against Charleston and Boston. 

Of the three hundred and nine decedents between five and 
fifteen, two hundred and eighteen were children of foreign 
parentage; making 70.55 per cent of the whole number. 

There were five hundred and eighty-four decedents between 
twenty and thirty, of whom two hundred and seventy-nine were for- 
eign-born — one hundred and eighty-five being natives of Ireland. 

Between thirty and forty, there were five hundred and twenty- — 
three decedents, three hundred and twenty of whom were foreign- 
born, two hundred and forty-one being natives of Ireland. 

Of the four hundred and eighty-nine decedents between 
forty and fifty, three hundred and twenty-five were foreign-born, 
while two hundred and forty-five were born in Ireland. 

Between fifty and sixty, there were three hundred and fifty- 
one decedents, two hundred and twenty being foreign-born. 
Of these last, one hundred and sixty-nine were born in Ireland. 

Of the three hundred and fifty-four who died between sixty 
and seventy, one hundred and ninety were foreign-born, — one 
hundred and forty-seven were natives of Ireland. 

There were two hundred and_ seventy-four decedents 
between seventy and eighty. Of these, one hundred and thirty- 
one were foreign-born — Ireland furnishing one hundred and 
nine of this number, | 

The number of decedents above eighty years of age was 
one hundred and sixty-eight. Of this number, seventy-eight 
were foreign-born — sixty being natives of Ireland. 

It will be thus seen, that of the whole number who died 
during the several divisional periods of life specified in Table 
IX., the foreign-born decedents exceeded the native-born in 
each period, except in the two above eighty. 

Of the 2,780 decedents under twenty years of age, the 
males exceeded the females by one hundred and thirty-two. Of 
those who died between twenty and sixty, the males exceeded 


City REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 21 


the females by only nine; while of the four hundred and forty- 
two who died above seventy, two hundred and eighty were 
females, exceeding the males by one hundred and sixty-two. 

The percentage of deaths, during certain periods of life, is 
seen in the following table : — 


Over 50 
20.77 


Under 5 
41.84 


40 to 50 
8.85 


5 to 10 
4.09 


10 to 15 
1.50 


15 to 20 
2.90 


20 to 30 
10.58 


30 to 40 
9.47 


Compared with the preceding year, the decedents under five 
years of age are nearly three per cent less in the above table. 
In regard to those above fifty years, the mortality is nearly 
two per cent above that of the preceding year. 

The number of colored decedents was one hundred and 


forty-six, — seventy-seven males, and sixty-nine females, — an 
increase of fifty-six, compared with the number recorded in 
1868. The deaths among this class are in the ratio of forty- 
nine deaths to each one thousand persons of the colored popu- 
lation living, estimated to be 3,000. The deaths among the 
whites are in the ratio of 22.70 deaths to each one thousand 
persons of the white population, estimated at 237,000. 

There were eight hundred and seven of the decedents who 
were married at the time of death; and one hundred and sev- 
enteen were widowers. Of the females, six hundred and 
seventy-six were married, and four hundred and _ thirty-eight 
were widows. The married and widowed of both sexes made 
36.87 per cent of all who died. 

The interments in the city cemeteries number one hundred 
and thirty-eight; at South Boston, one hundred and twenty-nine ; 
at Hast Boston, ninety-eight. The number of disinterments and 
removals from the city for burial was one hundred and sixty- 
eight. The number of bodies brought from other places for in. 
terment here was fifty-seven, — making the total number of 
bodies interred in the various city cemeteries to be one hundred 
and eleven. 
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Accidents. —The number of deaths from accidental causes 
during the year 1869 (including eighteen from burns and scalds, 
and thirty-two drowned), was two hundred and twenty, — an 
increase of twenty-eight over the number reported during the 
preceding year, or 3.98 per cent of all the deaths. 

Apoplexy.— There were seventy-six deaths from this cause, 
— thirty-nine males, and thirty-seven females, —a decrease of 
four from the number reported in 1868. 

Bowels, Diseases of. —'The number of deaths from diseases of 
the bowels (embracing three hundred and sixty-five from 
cholera infantum, one hundred and twenty-four from diarrhea, 
seventy-two from dysentery, and twenty from cholera morbus); 
was six hundred and thirty-two,—three hundred and eleven 
males, and three hundred and twenty-one females,— one hun- 
dred and sixty-one less than were recorded in the preceding 
year from the same causes. These deaths make 11.44 per cent 
of the whole mortality. 

Brain, Diseases of. — There were two hundred and ninety- 
one deaths from causes thus specified, one hundred and 
seventy-one males, and one hundred and twenty females, — or 
5.27 per cent of the whole mortality. In 1868, the deaths from 
the same causes numbered two hundred and sixty-eight, or 
4.85 per cent of the mortality of that year. 

Bronchitis is the reported cause of one hundred and forty-six 

deaths, — sixty-seven males, and seventy-nine females, — or 
2.64 per cent of the whole number. There were one hundred 
and fifty deaths reported from this cause in 1868. 
_ Cancer.— There were one hundred and seven deaths from 
cancer, — 29 males, and seventy-eight females. They were re- 
ported as, stomach, seventeen; uterus, 15; bowels, eight; 
breast, seven; liver, six; thigh, three; jaw, three; tongue, throat 
and face,two each; head and neck, one each. In thirty-seven 
cases, the local manifestations of the disease were not given. 

Consumption. — The number of deaths from consumption was 
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nine hundred and sixteen, — four hundred and seventeen males, 
and four hundred and ninety-nine females,—an increase of 
forty-eight, compared with the record of 1868, or 16.59 per 
cent of the whole mortality; or, 17.27 per cent of the deaths 
from disease alone. The report shows, that the deaths from 
consumption were in the ratio of one death to 5.79 of all others 
from disease. 

The percentage of deaths from this cause in the several quar- 
ters is seen in the following table: — 


DEATHS. | PER CENT. DEATHS. | PER CENT. 


January — March. 231 25.22 July —September . 226 24,67 
April— June... 228 24.89 October — Dec... 231 25.22 


2 SD I a a 


There is very little difference in the mortality of either quar- 
ter compared with that of the others. The deaths in the first 
and the third quarters are the same in number; while there is 
only a difference of two between those of the second and the 
third. 

The following table gives the birthplaces of those who died 
from consumption : — 


<a eS 


BIRTHPLACES. MALES. | FEMALES.| TOTALS. | PER CENT. 
(WU miteds States tmers ic venemericneiedela meine 171 209 380 41.49 
ireland ie Gee heck. on ee 152 192 344 37.55 
MnglANnd eanometeus (ole belle, ole noeeiremelns 15 12 27 2.95 
Scotland eemevciistio sls ce Lel + eked cilomenne 7 5 12 Tey 
British American Provinces ...... 19 29 48 5.24 
Germany and Northern Europe .... 15 7 22 2.40 
Other Foreign Places. ......-.ee- il 5 16 1.75 
Children of Foreign Parents ....: « 27 89 66 7.20 
UDKNOW les tebieie Geusts see cls ce clnenes 4 1 1 11 
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It will be seen that, of the whole number who died from con- 
sumption, five hundred and thirty-six (including the children of 
foreign parentage), or 58.51 per cent were foreign born. The 
decedents born in Ireland make 37.55 per cent of the whole 
number, and 64.18 per cent of the foreign born. 

The following table shows the number of deaths from con- 
sumption in each ward and in the hospitals : — 


Wards. | Deaths. |} Wards. | Deaths. 

u 74 9 44, Massachusetts Hospital ....-> ° 13 
28 96 10 50 City Hospital ...... Amo mR < 9 
3 65 11 36 Carney, Hospitalisy..) +) oh ensl ols 11 
4 19 12 65 Meer [slandaem mcm sis Melt simmons 13 
5 70 13 33 House of Correction’. - 3 5 s)5 = . 4 
6 42 14 28 ULE AAI 5 Go oO OO G0 OG al 
7 114 15 88 Other Hospitals se.) lene elon. . 59 
8 32 

806 110 


There were three hundred and fifty-four deaths in wards 
1, 2, 5, and 7, or nearly 44 per cent of all the mortality from 
consumption in the several wards. Only 16.16 per cent of the 
deaths from this cause occurred in wards 4, 8, 11, 13, and 14. 
There were one hundred and ten deaths in the several hospitals, 
or 12 per cent of the entire mortality from this cause. 

The ages of those who died from consumption are given 
below : — 


Ages. | underl.} 1to5, 56 to 15. | 15 to 20. | 20 to 80. | 30 to 40. | 40 to 50. | over 50. 


i | | | | | 


Percent; 1.96 2.73 2.73 7.20 30.68 22.16 15.07 17.47 


a 
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It will be noticed that nearly 53 per cent of the decedents 
were between twenty and forty years of age, and that only 
14.62 per cent were under twenty years. 

The occupations of the males who died from consumption are 
given in the following table: — 


Laborers ... 


Wlerkse.ventemieus (e 


Carpenters... 
Shoemakers . . 
Machinists... 
Mallorsit eis 
Merchants... 


Mariners. ... 


. 79 | Cabinet-makers 


27 | Cigar-dealers 


.17 | Glass-blowers - 


.18 | Carvers . 
12) |Gilders)) "5. 
.12 | Policemen . 
.11 | Hostlers.. 
.11 | Barbers .. 


e ° 
= se pt 8S hS 8S 6 WN t9 BB bo Ub “too co Go Oo 6G OF GO Oe 


Brass-finisher 
Tin-plate worker 
Flour-inspector 

Moulder.... 
Brick-maker. . 
Victualler ... 
Engineer... . 
Druggist .... 
Patern-maker . 
Collector. « . » 
Manufacturer . 
SAC Goa oc 

Dentist .... 


Japanner ... 


Cloth-dresser . 


Bar-tender . « « 


Coppersmith . . 


Balloon-maker . . 


e @ 


Stocking-weaver . 


Saloon-keeper . . 


Paper-hanger 
Sexton... . 
Lithographer 
Baker “. . « « 
Glass-cutter . 
Bookbinder . 
Jeweller .«. 
Conductor . . 
Teacher ... 
Boiler-maker . 
Stabler. . . « 
Varnisher . 
Lawyer . ..% 
Currier ... 
Stevedore .. 
Pedlera.eaue 
Roofer . . . % 
Pres’t Ins. Co. 


Not given .. 


° cee ees ve ee 8 e* ee, ie 
pe a ee a et = Tal = am a a eel Sa oo 
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the above table make 43.64 per 
In the preceding year, the same 


Stonecutters ... 8 | Actors..... 
Printers ..... 7'| Students..+. 
Painters. .. ... 7 | Coopers: . amen. 
Grocers ....- 7 | Spar-makers. . 
Masons ..... 7 | Slaters..... 
Porters .......7{|Hackmen ... 
Traders ..... 6 | Artists... +. 
Blacksmiths ... 4 | Physicians... 
Teamsters .... 4| Farmers... . 
Waiters ..... 4/| Fisherman,.. 
Harness-Makers - 4 | Frame-maker . 
Confectioners .. 4} Soldier .... 
The first three classes in 
cert of the whole number. 
occupations made 46.20 per cent. 


Convulsions. — There were one hundred and seventeen deaths 
thus reported, — sixty-three, males and fifty-four females — or 
2.12 per cent of the whole mortality. The number of deaths 
thus designated during the preceding year was one hundred and 


forty-two. 
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Croup. — The number of deaths from.croup was ninety-nine, 
— fifty-four males and forty-five females, — twenty-eight less 
than were recorded in 1868. 

Diphtheria. — There were sixty-one deaths from this cause, — 
twenty-six males and thirty-five females, —six less than the 
number reported in the preceding year. 

Fever, Typhoid.— The number of deaths from this cause, was 

one hundred and thirty-eight, — seventy-three males and sixty- 
five females, — an increase of eighteen compared with the pre- 
ceding year. 
- Heart, Disease of. — There were one hundred and fifty-nine 
deaths reported from heart disease, —seventy-one males and 
eighty-eight females, —a decrease of thirteen from the number 
recorded in 1868. 

Hydrocephalus is the reported cause of one hundred and 
seventeen deaths, — twelve less than the number reported in the 
preceding year. There were sixty-five males and fifty-two 
females. 

Marasmus.— There were one hundred and fifty-five deaths 
with this designation, — eighty-eight males and sixty-seven 
females, —an increase of forty four, compared with the record 
of 1868. This term, like those of “ convulsions,” “ infantile,” 
etc., is oftentimes, no doubt, used more as a term of convenience 
than for any other purpose by physicians. So far as any prac- 
tical knowledge is concerned, many of these cases might be desig- 
nated as “unknown.” | 

Pneumonia. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
four hundred and two, — two hundred and seventeen males and 
one hundred and eighty-five females, or 7.26 per cent of the 
whole mortality. In the preceding year, there were three hun- 
dred and fifty-eight deaths from this cause, or 6.48 per cent of 
the whole number of deaths in that year. 

Scarlatina. —'There were three hundred and thirty deaths 


~ 
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from scarlatina, — one. hundred and sixty-one males, and one 
hundred and sixty-nine females, — an increase of sixty-six, com- 
pared with the record of 1868. ‘The mortality from this cause 
makes 5.97 of all the deaths. 

Unknown Diseases. — The number of deaths thus designated 
was ninety-three, — nineteen less than were recorded in 1868. 
If those deaths whose causes are reported as “convulsions,” 
“ debility,” “infantile,” “marasmus,” and “ unknown,” be classed 
together, as those that deserve little or no consideration, by indi- 
cating in most cases no definite cause of death, they will make 
no less than 9.13 per cent of the whole mortality. 


XI. DEATHS.— WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Wards.|Deaths.|Per cent|| Wards.| Deaths.) Per cent Deaths./|Per cent 


472 8.55 


© 
to 
i) 
to 


4.74 Mass. Gen. Hospital} 105 
627 | 11.35 10..| 250 | 4.53 City Hospital. ..| 184 
379 6.86 1Bl Gc 214 3.87 Carney Hospital . 76 
187 3.39 Ws 6 401 7.26 DeerIsland....}] £61 9.42 
366 6.63 See 198 3.58 Lunatic Hospital . 34 
251 4.54 14.. 196 3.55 House of Correction 18 
682 | 12.35 15... 344 6.23 Other Hospitals. . 47 
ees 174 3.15 


EE 


oOo zs @ or em 9 bs - 
e ° ° ° e ° 
e 


5,003 | 90.58 520 


No less than 35.60 per cent of the mortality in the wards 
occurred in the Ist, 2d, and Tth. Only 27.48 per cent of 
all the deaths occurred in wards 4, 6, 8, 9, 10,11,13 and 14, 
or 34.62 per cent of the deaths in the wards only. There was 
an increase of more than 2 per cent of the deaths in the hospi- 
tals, compared with the preceding year. 

The following recapitulatory table exhibits the number of 
births, marriages and deaths, and the number of certificates of 
intentions of marriages issued in each month of the year. 
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XII. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, AND DEATHS. 


MONTHS, BirTHs. |MARRIAGES.|INTENTIONS.| DEATHS. 

AMMAD VIG yl or else <3 0 8 6 593 295 436 346 
SRS OMMI CME eel lalie) oes 6% 513 222 450 202 
BOE Nal yo 615 152 488 209 
2018) 5 5 Boa 2 GOO aE 519 306 459 347 
clei evo. Sa ie 569 283 ATT 313 
URGE ries 6 ics 6 ¢ 591 318 361 351 
Ot aMcie ais cs +. 6 +o 623 253 542 306 
{9 Uy Oe or 635 268 525 287 
Sp Ss A 665 292 495 336 
CPEOME EMG Ee Cidisiicn's © ').0) oles 694. 354 440 423 
La oa A 681 400 403 410 
DP MIRE isis 6+ 6 + ee: 6-0 107 235 447 344 

7,405 8,378 5,523 3,874 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


An examination of the foregoing tables will show very clearly 
that the sanitary condition of Boston, if not all that is desirable, 
or even possible, conipares favorably with that of other locali- 
ties far better situated in regard to climate. The death-rate, it 
will be seen, is given at twenty-three deaths to one thousand 
persons living. This has been the rate for the last twenty years, 
and it is by no means certain that it can be justly regarded as 
an excessive one.* It is questionable whether it will be, save 
_ in exceptional cases, reduced below twenty-two in a thousand. 
_ Reference to towns favorably situated in regard to soil and cli- 

* A statement was recently published averring that the death-rate during the two decen- 
nial periods between 1850 and 1870, were 26.3 and 24.6, respectively, in a thousand. This 
has led to a more careful examination of the facts, showing, perhaps, that the latter state- 
ment, as well as the one above, giving it as 23, are equally wrong. As 1850, 1855, 1860, and 
1865 were census years, the population at each of those pointsis fixed. To ascertain the 


be population of any one of the intervening years, in either quinquennial period, the increase 
during that period has been simply averaged, For the four years following 1865 the 
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mate, where the death-rate is considerably below that of Boston, 
by no means proves that the sanitary condition of the latter 
is not comparatively as good as that of the former. A 
comparison of the death-rate of Boston with those of St. Louis, 
San Francisco, Charleston and New Orleans, will be found on 
a preceding page. Perhaps Charleston and New Orleans 
should be excluded, for obvious reasons, from the comparison ; 
but in regard to St. Louis and San Francisco, they possess, at 
least, the advantages of climate. The death-rate of St. Louis 
falls considerably below that of Boston, while that of San Fran- 
cisco is the same. The estimates of the population in each 
place, except New Orleans, are taken from the Health reports 
of those cities, and probably approximate sufficiently near the 
correct number to afford a fair standard of comparison. 


increase of the preceding five years has been assumed to be the increase of these years also. 
Tf, however, this method of reaching the result indicated should be considered ‘* mere con- 
jecture, in which no two persons would be likely to reach the same conclusions,” and that 
the census population of 1865 should be used in computation until the appearance of that of 
1870, for the reason that it would be “‘ the only safe course to pursue,” it might not be amiss 
to ask: Whatif there were no census between 1860, or even 1850, and 1870? The objec- 
tion would be as reasonable in the one case as in the other. 

The deaths and population of Roxbury for the years 1868-69 are not included in the table. 


—$—$—$—$—$—$——— I S 


CL 


Years. Popul. | Deaths.| Rates. Years. Popul. | Deaths. |Rates. 


1850... ...| 138,788 | 3,67 | 24.3 || 1880......! 177,840 | 4,900 | o47 
1851... . | 148,128 | 3,855 | 27 1861 ......]| 180,787 | 3,965 | 92 

1852......| 147,468 | 3,736 | 25.3 || 182......| 183,634 | 4120 | on 
ARES sc she « ev 161,808) 1 4,284e RR 1863 205 2... 
$854. 0 «0.4 le ol; 166,148, | Ae ree tee. 


+} 186,531 4,699 25.2 


-} 189,428 | 5,111 | 27 
1855. .... | 160,490 | 4,080 | 25.4 || 1885 ......]| 192,318 | 4,541 | 923.6: 


1856... ...| 163,960 | 4,258 | 26 1866... ...| 195,29] | 4970 | ope 
1857... «© «| 167,480 | 3,958 | 23.6 || 1867......]| 198,118 | 4,421 | 223 
1858. .... | 170,000 | 3,840 | 22.5 || 1868......] 201,015 | 4800 | 24 

1850 <« «>» «|, 174,370 | 8,788, | 244). 1860... . 2 | 208G18 Lien 3.4 


ooo 


Average 10 years «26+ eee | 25.2 Average 10 years. «see eeeeo} QT 
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It may be properly asked, whether the machinery now in use 
for the sanitary government of the city is adequate for future 
necessities? Indeed, doubts have been frequently expressed of 
its efficiency, and desires manifested that it should be superseded 
by something else. A sufficient answer to all this is, that in no 
city in the Union, of equal size and like situation and character, 
do the streets and lanes present a more cleanly condition; nor 
is there one where everything deleterious to the public health 
is more promptly removed. The sewerage is ample, and care- 
fully looked after by able and intelligent officers. Besides all 
this, past experience has shown that abundant means are availa- 
ble to meet the exigencies of anticipated epidemics, equal, to say 
the least, of any of a more elaborate character which may be 
employed inany othercity. Hence it follows, that all that seems 
to be required, is the continued faithful employment of the agen- 
cies heretofore found to be effectual in emergencies, to preserve 
whatever of benefit has been already obtained, and at the 
same time to bring within easy control the noxious elements 
that the growth of population will produce. 

In view of what is said above, the apprehensions concerning 
the public health, which every year finds utterance, seem to be 
really groundless. Whether Boston be judged by what it does 
through its sanitary police, or is compared with other places of 
like size and character, the facts warrant the assertion, it is be- 
lieved, that no city, all things considered, presents a more favora- 
ble aspect in regard to the public health. These periodical mur- 
murs are not, perhaps, to be deplored: they serve to direct 
public attention to matters of vital import, which, in a rapidly 
growing city like Boston, might not otherwise receive the con- 
sideration that their importance requires. ‘This vigilance not 
only tends to keep the agencies on which the public health is so 
greatly dependent in constant activity; but, what is of equal 
consequence, it serves to accelerate their motion, that they may 
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meet the ever increasing demands made upon them. Hence, it 
is not unreasonable to believe, that the means which are found 
to be effective to-day, will be equally so when Boston shall at- 
tain to three times its present size. 

When disparaging remarks are uttered regarding the sanitary 
condition of Boston, reference is usually made to the Board of 
Health of the city of New York, and to the manner in which 
that Board is said to fulfil its mission; and the desire is ex- 
pressed that there should be a similar institution here. The 
gentlemen who compose that Board are among the most eminent 
of the profession in that city, and are no doubt zealously engaged 
in furthering the objects for which the Board was established ; 
but, notwithstanding their great professional skill, with all the 
elaborate agencies originated expressly for the work to be ac- 
complished, stimulated by the large pecuniary means at their 
disposal, it is far from evident that the means used by them has 
caused the death-rate to fall as low as twenty-eight in a thou- 
sand. Much has been done by the Board during the five or six 
years of its existence for the health of the city, by removing be- 
yond the city limits offensive trades, by prohibiting the sale 
of unwholesome articles of diet, etc., etc.; but little, so far, has 
been seen in its general operations to indicate its superiority in 
any respect to the means employed for the same objects in Bos- 
ton, with less cumbrous machinery, and at less proportionate 
cost. 


TENEMENT Hovusrs.— If disease and death increase with the 
density of population, it becomes a question of great mo- 
ment to ascertain how the natural effects attendant upon large 
ageregations of human beings may be neutralized, or circum- 
scribed within certain limits. The evils resulting from an over- 
crowded population may be very readily understood by an ex- 
amination of these buildings. Up to the present time, the ill 
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effects incident to dwellings of this character have not appeared 
to be serious. Though comparatively largely occupied, and 
generally badly constructed and ventilated, no strong fears have 
been manifested for the results. But with the growth of pop- 
ulation, however, these tenements will be multiplied, and so 
constructed as to embrace the largest number of inmates within 
the smallest possible limits, until they shall become in every 
characteristic like those pest-houses of New York, where the 
miserable inmates have nothing but fetid air to breathe, and 
from which even the very light of day is almost excluded. The 
only preventive to this condition of things is for the authorities 
to exercise the power to supervise the construction of these 
dwellings, and to limit the number of their inmates. 


Puysicians’ CERTIFICATES. — Something was said in the last 
report of the manner in which some physicians fill their cer- 
tificates. The annoyance caused by the way in which this duty 
is frequently performed induces another allusion to the subject, 
in the hope that. the difficulty may be removed. It seems rea- 
sonable to suppose that physicians, above all others, would more 
readily appreciate the subject, and that they would endeavor 
to make the record of a death as full and as accurate as possi- 
ble. But it is not so. There are those who not only appear to 
feel no interest in the subject, but they seem desirous of placing 
obstacles in the way of those who are striving to secure a per- 
fect record. At the same time, these men will complain the 
loudest of inaccuracies in the specification of the causes of 
death, forgetful or regardless of the fact that they were, per- 
haps, the sole cause of the errors. If by importunity, made 
necessary by inexcusable neglect, or indisposition, to perform the 
duty, these delinquents are worried into giving the required cer- 
tificate, the act is not infrequently accompanied by disagreeable 
remarks, bordering on positive insults. Others, who, if they do 
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not indulge in offensive comments, contrive to make their certifi- 
cates violate good taste, to say the least. The following speci- 
mens are copied from some of the certificates sent in, it is sup- 
posed, to be registered according tolaw. Of course, no man who 
is fit for the office of Registrar would so stultify himself as to 
place them on record. How either of them can be regarded as 
stating the cause of death is a matter for wonder; and how any of 
them can be considered as proofs of professional skill, or even 
as specimens of wit, it would be difficult to tell. One physician 
writes on his certificate as the cause of death, “ Very uncertain 
whether fried ham, scarlet fever or Bologna sausage.” Another 
fills out one certificate, “ Died suddenly,” and a second, “ Want 
of breath.” Another, “ Diseased from birth.” Another, “Specific.” 
Still another says, “Janders yellow.” Perhaps it should be 
stated that the last-named certificate did not emanate from a 
regular practitioner. Similar returns might be quoted indefi- 
nitely; but sufficient have been given to show the obstacles in 
the way of making a correct record. And yet some of the men 
who make these returns are the first to declaim against the 
whole system of registration, and characterize any attempt to 
secure a certificate of the real cause of death an impertinence, 
and the whole subject a “humbug.” They do not appear to be 
aware that the only knowledge they can have of the prevalence 
of any disease, or the condition of the public health, beyond 
their own individual practice, they must obtain from the records 
kept in accordance with the law, or from professional communi- 
cations made to them by others. The value of these records 
and communications will depend on the accuracy of the infor- 
mation brought forward in each case. If accuracy can be 
secured in the one instance, so as to render the interchange of | 
professional ideas profitable, it certainly ought to be secured, 
to the same extent, for the purpose of registration. If the 
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discussion of the causes of death is considered to be important, 
where the information imparted is necessarily confined, compara- 
tively, to a few, it is not easy to see why the same information, 
designed to be given to the whole community, professional and 
non-professional, should be denominated a “ humbug.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


City ReGistRar’s OFFICE, 
Boston, May 2, 1870. 
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REGISTRATION LAW OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


CHAPTER 21. 


Srction 1. The clerk of each city and town shall receive or 
obtain, and record and index, the following facts concerning the 
births, marriages, and deaths, therein, separately numbering and 
recording the same in the order in which he receives them, desig- 
nating in separate columns ; 

In the record of births, the date of the birth, the place of birth, 
the name of the child, (if it have any,) the sex and color of the 
child, the names and the places of birth of the parents, the occu- 
pation of the father, the residence of the parents, and the date of 
the record ; . 

In the record of marriages, the date of the marriage, the place 
of marriage, the name, residence, and official station of the person 
by whom married, the names and the places of birth of the parties, 
the residence of each, the age and color of each, the condition of 
each, (whether single or widowed.) the occupation, the names of 
the parents, and the date of the record ; 

In the record of deaths, the date of the death, the name of 
the deceased, the sex, the color, the condition, (whether single, 
widowed or married,) the age, the residence, the occupation, the 
place of death, the place of birth, the names and places of birth 
of the parents, the disease or cause of death, the place of burial, 
and the date of the record. 

Srcr. 2. Parents shall give notice to the clerk of their city or 
town of the births and deaths of their children ; every householder 
shall give like notice of every birth and death happening in his 
house; the eldest person next of kin shall give such notice of the 
death of his kindred; the keeper of a workhouse, house of correc- 


City Rea@istraRs Report. 41 


tion, prison, hospital, or almshouse, except the state almshouses at 
Tewksbury, Bridgewater, and Monson, and the master or other 
commanding officer of any ship shall give like notice of every birth 
and death happening among the persons under his charge. Who- 
ever neglects to give such notice for the space of six months after 
a birth or death, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five dollars. 

Sror. 3. - Any physician having attended a person during his 
last illness, shall, when requested within fifteen days after the de- 
cease of such person, forthwith furnish for registration a certificate 
of the duration of the last sickness, the disease of which the per- 
son died, and the date of his decease, as nearly as he can state 
the same. If any physician refuses or neglects to make such cer- - 
tificate, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars to the use 
of the town in which he resides. 

Sect. 4. Every sexton, undertaker, or other person having 
charge of a burial-ground, or the superintendent of burials having 
charge of the obsequies or funeral rites preliminary to the inter- 
ment of a human body, shall forthwith obtain and return to the 
clerk of the city or town in which the deceased resided or the death 
occurred, the facts required by this chapter to be recorded by said 
officer concerning the deceased, and the person making such return 
shall receive from his city or town the fee of ten cents therefor. 

The clerk, upon recording such facts, shall forthwith give to the 
person making such return, a certificate that such return has been 
made, which certificate such person shall deliver to the person 
having charge of the interment, if other than himself, before the 
burial when practicable, otherwise within seven days thereafter. 
When a burial takes place and no certificate is delivered as afore- 
said, the sexton, undertaker, or other person having charge of the 
interment, shall forthwith give notice thereof to the clerk under 
penalty of twenty dollars. 

Sect. 5. The clerk of each city and town shall annually on or 
before the ffirst day of February, transmit to the secretary of the 
commonwealth, certified copies of the records of the births, mar- 
riages, and deaths, which have occurred therein during the year 
ending on the last day of the preceding December. 

6 
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Srct. 6. The record of the town clerk relative to any birth, 
marriage, or death, shall be prima facie evidence, in legal proceed- 
ings, of the facts recorded. The certificate signed by the town 
clerk for the time being shall be admissible as evidence of any such 
record. 

: + % * * % 

Secr. 12. The secretary of this commonwealth shall prosecute, 
by an action of tort, in the name of the commonwealth, for the 
recovery of any penalty or forfeiture imposed by this [chapter ] 
[act]. 

Sect. 18. Any city or town may make rules and regulations to 
enforce the provisions of this chapter, or to secure a more perfect 
registration of births, marriages, and deaths therein. 
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THE MARRIAGE LAW. 


Cuap. 106. 


[ Secs. 1-6 relate to certain prohibited marriages. | 


Section 7. Persons intending to be joined in marriage, shall, 
before their marriage, cause notice thereof to be entered in the 
office of the clerk or registrar of the city or town in which they 
respectively dwell, if within the State. If there is no such clerk 
or registrar in the place of their residence, the entry shall be made 
in an adjoining city or town. 

Sect. 8. The clerk or registrar shall deliver to the parties a 
certificate under his hand, specifying the time when notice of the 
intention of marriage was entered with him, together with all facts 
in relation to the marriage required by law to be ascertained and 
recorded, except those respecting the person by whom the marriage 
is to be solemnized. Such certificate shall be delivered to the 
minister or magistrate in whose presence the marriage is to be 
contracted, before he proceeds to solemnize the same. 

Secr. 9. Ifa clerk or registrar issues such certificate to a male 
under the age of twenty-one years, or a female under the age of 
eighteen years, having reasonable cause to suppose the person to 
be under such age, except upon the application or consent in writ- 
ing of the parent, master, or guardian of such person, -he shall for- 
feit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars; but if there is no 
parent, master, or guardian in this State, competent to act, a cer- 
tificate may be issued without such application or consent. 

Sect. 10. The clerk or registrar may require of any person ap- 
plying for such certificate, an affidavit sworn to before a justice of 
the peace for the county where the application is made, setting 
forth the age of the parties ; which affidavit shall be sufficient proof 
of age to authorize the issuing of the certificate. 
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Sect. 11. Whoever, applying for such certificate, wilfully makes 

a false statement in relation to the age or residence, parent, mas- 
ter, or guardian, of either of the parties intending marriage, shall 
forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

Secor. 12. When a marriage is solemnized in another State be- 
tween parties living in this State, and they return to dwell here, 
they shall, within seven days after their return, file with the clerk 
or registrar of the city or town, where either of them lived at the 
time, a certificate or declaration of their marriage, including the 
facts concerning marriages required by law; and for every neglect 
they shall forfeit ten dollars. 

Secr. 18. No magistrate or minister shall solemnize a mar- 
riage, having reasonable cause to suppose either of the parties to 
be under the age mentioned in section nine, without the consent 
of the parent or guardian having the custody of the minor, if there 
is any in the State competent to act. 

Sect. 14. Marriages may be solemnized by a justice of the 
peace in the county for which he is appointed, when either of the 
parties resides in the same county; and throughout the State by 
any minister of the gospel ordained according to the usage of his 
denomination, who resides within the State and continues to per- 
form the functions of his office; but all marriages shall be solem- 
nized in the city or town in which the person solemnizing them 
resides, or in which one or both of the persons to be married 
reside. 

Secr. 15. Marriages among the people called Friends or Quak- 
ers, may be solemnized in the manner heretofore used and prac- 
tised in their societies. | 

Sect. 16. Every justice of the peace, minister, and clerk, or 
keeper of the records of the meeting wherein any marriages among 
the Friends or Quakers are solemnized, shall make a record of each 
marriage solemnized before him, together with all facts relating to 
the marriage required by law to be recorded. He shall also be-— 
tween the first and tenth days of each month return a copy of the 
records for the month next preceding, to the clerk or registrar of 
the city or town in which the marriage was solemnized, and shall, 
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when neither of the parties to a marriage resides in the city or 
town in which the marriage is solemnized, return a copy of the 
records of such marriage to the clerk or registrar of the city or 
town in which one or both of said parties reside. All marriages 
so returned shall be recorded by the clerk or registrar. 

Secor. 17. Every person neglecting to make the returns required 
by the preceding section, shall forfeit for each neglect not less than 
twenty nor more than one hundred dollars. 

Sect. 18. <A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons 
in marriage contrary to the provisions of this chapter, knowing 
that the marriage is not duly authorized, shall forfeit not less than 
fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. 

Sror. 19. Whoever undertakes to join persons in marriage, 
knowing that he is not authorized so to do, shall be imprisoned in 
the jail or confined to hard labor for a term not exceeding six 
months, or pay a fine of not less than fifty nor more than two hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sect. 20. [Unintentional informality does not invalidate mar- 
riage in other respects lawful. | 

Sect. 21. The record of a marriage, made and kept as pre- 
scribed by law by the person before whom the marriage is solem- 
nized, or by the clerk or registrar of any city or town, or a copy 
of such record duly certified, shall be received in all courts and 
places as presumptive evidence of such marriage. 

Secor. 22. [Admission of respondent, general repute, &c., com- 
petent evidence to prove the fact of marriage. | 

Sect. 23. [Marriage in foreign countries by a consul or diplo- 
matic agent valid, and certificate of such consul or agent presump- 
tive evidence thereof. } 
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[Statutes of 1867. Chapter 58.] 
AN ACT RELATING TO THE MARRIAGE OF NON-RESIDENT PARTIES, 


Section 1. Persons living without the Commonwealth, and 
intending to be be joined in marriage within the Commonwealth, 
shall, before their marriage, cause notice of their intention to be 
entered in the office of the clerk or registrar of the city or town 
in which they propose to have the marriage solemnized; and no 
‘marriage between such parties shall be solemnized until they have 
delivered to the justice of the peace, or minister in whose presence 
the marriage is to be contracted, a certificate from such clerk or 
registrar, specifying the time when notice of the intention of mar- 
riage was entered with him, together with all the facts in relation 
to the marriage required by law to be ascertained and recorded, 
except those respecting the person by whom the marriage is to be 
solemnized. 

Sect. 2. Marriages may be solemnized by a justice of the 
peace in the county for which he is appointed. 

Srcr. 38. <A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons 
in marriage contrary to the provisions of this act, shall forfeit not 
less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. 


Approved March 11, 1867. 
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printed. 


Attest: 
S. F. McCLEARY, City Clerk. 


Teer? CREEL. 


To tHe Ciry Covncrt : 
The vital statistics of the City of Boston for the year 1870, 
are herewith submitted for your consideration. 


BIRTHS. 


The number of births registered during the year was 8,092; 
an increase of 687 compared with the preceding year. This 
number, of course, includes the births in the late town of Dor- 
chester, which was incorporated with the City of Boston in 
1870. The number of births in Dorchester in 1869 was 314; 
in 1870, 329; showing an increase in that place of 15. The in- 
crease in the other fifteen wards, therefore, was 358. 

The sexes were, — males, 4,158; females, 3,934, -— an excess 
of males over females of 224. In the preceding year the ex- 
cess was 155, and in 1868 cnly 78. According to the United 
States census of 1870, the population of the city was 250,526. 
The births, therefore, were in the ratio of one to 31 of the pop- 
ulation. If the stillbirths be added to those born alive, the 
ratio will then appear as one in 29. 


The following table, showing the variations in the birth-rate 


in each of the five census years from 1850 to 1870 inclusive, 
exhibits results of much interest: — 


ef ae 
ce 


1 in 26.3 lin 28.3 1 in 30.8 1 in 36.4 Lin 31 
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1. BIRTHS IN 1870.—NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 
Both parents born in the United States . 2 eevee eer eevee nesnevee s eae 


a 3 Englands’ s « « ejeme ss 0 0 0 050 © 0 0 8 8 8) ene 6) ear ee ee 

de ss Treland. os « 0 se eie 60,0 0 0% 0 0 0 © 9 me else mGUtSnCS mnmnNnan mete 

= bg Scotland ~. = » c Bee 0 et 0 ee ee 8 0 uh 6) WeiN ents ntn nS mmnaLE 

Ms Hh 3ritish American Provinces ....sesseee% eens ee © OOD 

4 s Germany. o* « oe ee 0 6 oe ece 6 8 5s te nen DEG OnE REEEOOG 

ne st Unmixed forelgn* Wn ee ew ee et +e je, e ueLeiaine ees 199 

a As » Mixed foreigny «. Wis es e's 6 « oe 0 0 ee 8 6 ween CaS mCGe 

Father born in United States, mother foreign 2... +... 2 ee ee . aie 8 sie 006 Sp euoue 
«foreign, mother United States ..... Ss ep aue te MIE Ty 
“United States, mother unknown. «26 eee eee eee o 0 (ee aes lelenens 5 
«unknown, mother United States. . 2... eee eee ee Aare yey. i 
foreign, mother unknown. « « . . eres 0 6 00 w of Co 6 Rien te nan emCS 2 
unknown, mother foreign «8 . . smkmere 6 e 8 6 s PPM ret vt sO 
Both parents unknown ....*.. eo ec META the 3 ule Ale MU ey ie 
Total « s « .« emmeln is gee wre wie cee eee ou 8 e 0 002 


* Both parents of the same nativity. 
+ The parents in each instance from different countries. 


It will be observed, that the number of children born whose 
parents were both of native birth (including half of those whose 
nativity is recorded “unknown” ), was only 2,100, or 25.95 per 
cent of the whole number. On the other hand, the number of 
instances in which both parents were foreign born was 4,761, 
making 58.83 per cent of the whole number. In the preceding 
year, this class made nearly 60 per cent of all the births. The 
number of instances in which one or both parents were foreign 
born was 5,975, or 73.84 per cent of the whole number. The 
number of foreign-born fathers was 5,442 (67.25 per cent), and 
of foreign-born mothers 5,317, — 65.70 per cent. In 1869, the 
former class made 68.25 per cent, and the latter 66.87 per 
cent of the whole nuinber of that year. 

The number of instances in which both parents were born in 
Ireland was 2,990, or 37 per cent of the whole number. ‘This 
is a decrease, compared with the preceding year, of more than 
2 per cent. Of the whole number of children of foreign 
parentage, those of Irish origin make just half, 


a fe 
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The births in each quarter are given in the following table: 


January—March. ,.....-. .. .1,941 || July—September . . . . 2 so oo « « 2,095 
ReMi RIMG Sy sis s « «0, <'e - « + 1,927 ||| October—December . . ..... « «2,129 


The number and percentage of the births in the several 
wards, compared with the record of the preceding year, are 
given in the following table: — 


1870. 1869. 1870. 1869. 

D a : 
Q Q 
pS fa P 
E | Births. ae) Births. |Per Cent. = Births. Gane Births. |Per Cent. 
dt sat 746 9.22 723 9.76 Os 398 , 4.92 304 4.51 
Zh, Ca 956 11.81 970 18.10 LOMeat. 889 4.81 3894 5.82 
SAR es 551 6.81 463 6.25 Lia 335 4,14 284 3.84 
CY he 204 2.52 233 38.15 5 8 yfaliss 8.84 661 8.92 
5 301 Sue 399 5.389 13 346 4.27 834 Aol 
aj ae 292 3.61 252 3.40 14 374 4,62 336 4.54 
fo.) 15285 HESS | 189 © 16.06 NES 8 589 7.28 547 7.39 
8 + 282 3.49 2836 3.86 16 329 4.06 

| a oa a 8,092 “100.00 7,405 1¢0.00 


There was an increase of 508 births in wards 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 
11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, compared with the births in the same 
wards during the preceding year, although the percentage in 
wards 1, 7, 12, 13 and 15 was smaller. The largest increase 
(96) in any one ward was in ward 7; the next largest (88), in 
ward 3. The births in wards 1, 2,3, 7, 12 and 15 (which 
wards contain 51.50 per cent of the whole population), make 
nearly 60 per cent of the whole number of births. The total 
increase, compared with 1869, was 4.83 per cent. 

The following table shows the per centage of the births 
in each ward, together with that of the population of the same 
localities : 


, 
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2 3 = 2 = 2 
Ss = aw Fa ae E a a a at 
Liens 25 484 10.17 746 9.22 9. .| 14,142 5.64 398 4,92 
Dies 24,912 9,94 956 11.81 TOK ye 13.097 5.22 389 4.81 
Wiehe we 14,990 5.98 551 6.81 ee eel) La OL ae 5.83 3385 4.14 
Atte Se 10,216 4,08 204 225g 12. .{ 19,880 7.94 715 8.84 
Onsieits 14,166 5.66 301 3.12 IBYGRS 8,536 3.41 346 4.27 
6 11,792 4,71 292 3.61 14...) 11,885 4.55 374 4.62 
ive crete 28,921 11.55 1,285 15.88 . Lo | Layo 5.93 589 7.28 
Se 11,278 4.50 282 3.49 Gree a PAO 4.89 329 4.06 


| 250,526 | 100.00 | 8,092 | 100.00 


It will be seen by the above, that while ward 2 contains but 
10 per cent of the population, the births there made 12 per cent 
of the whole number of births. Ward 7, with 11.55 per cent of 
the population, had .15.88 per cent of the births. It is also 
interesting to notice, that while wards 1, 2, 7, 12 and 15 have 
45.62 per cent of the whole population, the births in those 
localities make over 53 per cent of all the births. Again, 
wards 4, 5, 6 and 8 contain 19 per cent of the population, but 
the births there make but 13.33 per cent of all the births. 

The following table shows the ratio of births in each ward to 
the population of the same localities : — 


WARDS. Ratio. WARDS. Ratio, | WARDS. Ratio: WARDS. Ratio. 

Leos Watt Lyi neoe LOuwO #, Lainc47,0O 9 2. |) 1 in 85.53 Se re eeeneene ved 
OF Abas 1 in26.00 |6 1 in 40.88/10 .. .| 1in 88.66 | 14 20) Sagoo ae 
Bist eee el is eI aes eas tred|y ce IN. 2c OMMIUL In. tes, ws 11] claim 43.63 | 15 . ecceill uneo aads 
Avr We nie heal nel 50.00 |8 -! Lin 40,000) 12... . |) 1 in 27.80'| 16) see eens 


| oa 


~ 


It will not be difficult to point out in the above table the 
wards in which the great bulk of the foreign population is lo- 
cated. The comparatively large birth-rate in Wards 2, 3, 7, 12 
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and 15, is not more significant than the low one in wards 4, 5, 
6, 8 and 11. 

There were 116 births of colored children, — the sexes being 
equally divided, — making 1.43 per cent of all the births, or in 
the ratio of one birth to 30.13 of the colored population. 

There was one birth of a child of Indian parentage. 


é 


II. TWIN BIRTHS. 1870. 


Both Both Male and 
NATIVITY OF PARENTS. . 
Males. | Females.} Female. 


Both parents born in the United States. ......+..-. 6 6 6 


* ee Clan GHeme tomer oss) d 0 6 dies aie 11 3 8 
kid “s British American Provinces ehie 1 1 * 2 
: id GlOPMADYseue ss slo « 0 «© elec ies 1 bf 60 Ol -< ° 
ss imsixedtOreion ck). ss 6 + + 8 ene’ 2 i! eionrous 
Mix<eG foreign 2. 6 «6 6 ww ww ww we 5 SO 6S 2 
Father United States, mother foreign. ....... ve 2 1 2 
¢ foreign, mother Uniled States. ...eecereor 1 2 2 
enamewiemagther forelon. . . 4. ce ee pe ew ele FL 8 1 SS 
29 15 20 


The proportion of twin to single births was one in 126.4. 
There was a decrease of four births compared with the preced- 
ing year. In twenty-two instances (or 34.37 per cent of the 
whole number), both parents were born in Ireland. 


III. STILLBIRTHS. 1870. 


Males. | Females. ad Males. | Females. te 
January -... 29 15 2 July memeied eens 24. 18 
MICUIUALY s+ + 0s 20 12 AUSUBtie sine cls 28 17 
March ..... 21 22 2 September... 24 15 
UKILe wp * «0 31 19 October .... 26 20 2 
May .-. es 24 20 2 November... 18 15 2 


iste 6 ns 0 18 16 December .-. 24 18 
287 207 10 
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The stillbirths were in the proportion of one birth to 16 of 
those born alive. The males exceeded the females (dividing 
the sexes of those recorded as unknown), by 80, or nearly 10 
per cent. Of those born alive the males exceed the females 
2.77 per cent. 

The parents of 329 (65.28 per cent), were foreign-born. 
Those of Irish parentage make 46.23 per cent of the whole 
number, and 67.53 per cent of all whose parents were foreign- 
born. The number of instances in which one or both parents 
were foreign-born make over 69 per cent of the whole number. 

There were five instances of twin births, three of which were 
of Irish parentage, and two of American. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages recorded during the year was 3,492, 
an increase of 114 compared with the preceding year; but as 
the present record embraces for the first time the marriages 
that occurred in Dorchester (where there were 130 in 1869), 
there was a decrease of sixteen in Boston and Roxbury, com- 
pared with the preceding year. The marriages recorded are 
in the ratio of one to 71.74 of the population, not varying 
materially from the result of the preceding year. 

The number and percentage of the marriages that occurred 
in each month are shown in the following table: — 


Marriages. | Per cent. Marriages. | Per cent. 
January .2-e-e- 347 9.94 | DALY: ons Be he doth 288 8.24 
February ...«--- 282 8.08 AUPUISL cote 1s = ote 235 6.73 
Moreh. 54-06 cenern 153 4,38 September .... 284 8.13 
Abril s./Poheie te re 207 6.50 ||October....... 368 10.54 
May..i. & ic «ts anta= 337 9.65 November .. . «is 426 12.20 
June ..eseese 310 8.88 December. . «»<-s 235 6.73 
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The marriages in October and November make 22.74 per 
cent of the whole number of marriages, the precise proportion 
that were recorded in 1869. There was a considerable increase 
of births in each of the months of January, February, May, 
and July, compared with the preceding year, and a decrease of 
3 per cent in the month of April. > 

The average number of marriages on each day of the year 

was 9.57. 


I¥. MARRIAGES.—BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


. ae. ree a | 
BIRTHPLACES OF , o>} |= |] . |s}es] =e] 8 
Gz00ms. a. | = 2% aida) S (=13i] = 
oe ae sf = <= > =o = = | + Ss 
=e Ay = = = of ms S = 
a |ujo a: Ge ei"a]}/o |of>] = 
Tain a ala a << « 133 | §2 s& 5 45 3} 3 | 1 | 2 | £9 
. a 
Other places in the State | 199| I69| 151/10) ™/| 2) 35 | | 3/ 1| 490 
Other States. ...... Iet | 16) sez} mi] st] 6] ot | 3 | 1; 3] 7% 
England and Wales...| 18; 9/ 2 35) & 1) @ | iat -; it 
aa oes... | | m| =] 15| 9} m| 2| 2 [...| 1]. .) ss2 
: : | { 
eae = Do) 24) 2a 8) 8) f- 2-1. -| 7 5 
Beth Am, Prova. «| 35 | 25 | 46; TL} 39 | 17 Pics oa -| 332 
Germamy -...--..-/ 25 9} | 5 2) 1/ 1 | ue) s| .| 204 
| 4 orate 
Other Foren Pace 16 | 7 8 18 --| i | $$ | 6 | 
Unknown. ....... Ae 2}. > ee ee a Pe 
ee. ss | eso} 450| ees os| gat|23| 402 | ise | s2| 4 | 3,492 


The number of marriages in which both parties were native- 
born was only 1,414, or 40.50 per cent of all the marri- 
ages. ‘The number of native-born grooms was 1,704,— 48.80 
per cent of the whole number; and the number of native-born 
brides was 1765, — 50.54 per cent of all the brides. 

The number of Irish born grooms was 952 (27.26 per cent), 
a decrease of 85 from the number recorded in 1869, when the 
percentage was 30.70. 


The number of instances in which both parties were foreign 
2 
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born was 1437,— 41.15 per cent of the whole number, and 
exceeding the marriages in which both parties were native born 
less than 1 per cent. The number of marriages in which one 
or both parties were foreign-born was 2,076, or nearly 60 per 
cent of the whole number. Perhaps it may be re-assuring to 
*those who feel alarmed at this large admixture of the foreign 
element to say, that the number of instances in which one or 
both parties were native-born was 2,005, or nearly 59 per cent 
of all the marriages. | 

The marriages in which both parties were foreign born, were 
in the ratio of one marriage to 61.23 of the foreign-born popu- 
lation. On the other hand, of those who were native born, the 
marriages were in the ratio of one to 115. 

There were 776 marriages in which both grooms and brides 
were born in Ireland, being in the ratio of one marriage to 
73.32 of the Irish population. 

The ratio of the grooms and brides born in England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Germany and the British American Provinces, to the 
respective populations of those countries is seen in the following 
table : — 


England. | Ireland. Scotland. Germany. |Br. Am, Provinces. 


Grooms. ..| lin 48.12 1 in 59.77 1 in 89.87 1 in 27.50 lin 41.11 
Brides ~« « 1 in 60.90 1 in 57.83 lin 78.00 1 in 42.00 1 in 33.95 


It will surprise some, undoubtedly, to observe the low ratio 
among the Irish-born grooms, as well as the high one among the 
German. ‘The difference between the ratio of the grooms and 
that of the brides is very marked. The Irish-born grooms and 
brides are the only ones that approximate in any degree to each 
other in number. 


: 
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V. MARRIAGES.— AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS, aR “A Es Ss of a x S = 

HH Nn oD =H wD oO = = a 5) 

eeweek So | StmeGe |i eis S Sob Ss y 

= oS 19 S ° ° ° p © 5) 

=) os i] a) = 1D oS oO ! a 
inet Mo sbal al e.g) er o ISI) 384 1 Uae sks dllct octet |) ce techie (Ae © 87 2,45 
PATOL eieeiiel sic cee, « «| 303 695 1238 Zoe ete fel sh elas otf op are e146) O2a8 
PULOIOR ata ots), ce she 6|. 127 508 424 vf | Se leviet olless ot oullan dus {lr yhoo tonto 
Serer iets... i 639] 236] 306 | 212 OPH ce rm allt grat ert sure at (ny Sees soe aes 
ADLO UNG ie eh « 6 e's) «, ¢ 3 17 33 110 Aare ks [t-on oie; oe en. 210 6.01 
PRUUECHUUMCM ast etiss co) «e's 0. ¢ 4 6 23 30 OF Rare an || ou sare Te) 26 
CHEEMIEA cial eniak ote oie lee" 6 | i aa 2 12 6 2 ah oe 23 .6€ 
Over 70 s ° e e e . * . . . J * ° . s s s s e s ° 2, 1 he. af 6 20 
MUON OWT we los) 4; «5. « LE MEo ls) aiio | «0. aaRaateoult wu otte la one, Ihea teers UN Ne, 

MgiAlew ss. . + | 524 11,495 | 803 | 444] 115 16 4 1 |3,492 

Pereent. ..... 15.00 | 42.82 | 25.57}12.71| 330 | 46 | 14 100.00 


The ages at which the majority of each sex marry, do 
not vary materially from year to year. The above table shows 
that 35 per cent of the grooms were under 25 years of age; 
,while 58 per cent of the brides married during the same 
period. ‘There were 87 grooms who were minors at the time 
of marriage: of thesc one married a bride between 25 and 30, 
and another a bride between 30 and 40. ‘Two grooms between 
25 and 30 married brides between 40 and 50. On the other 
hand, three grooms between 40 and 50 married brides under 
20; and 17 others chose wives between 20 and 25. ‘There 
were also four grooms between 50 and 60, whose wives were 
between 20 and 25. There was one couple whose ages were 
over 70. 

Of the grooms 32.27 per cent married above 30 years of 
age; while among the brides only 16.61 per cent married dur- 
ing the same period. 
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There were 78 male, and 86 female minors married; eight 
of the former were 18 years of age; 23 were 19; and 47 were 


20. One of the brides was only 14 years of age (who married — 


a groom of 22); four were 15; 22 were 16; and 59 were 17, 
— one of the latter married a groom of 40. There were nine 
instances in which both parties were minors. The marriages of 
the mincr grooms make 2.23 per cent of the whole number; 
and those of the brides 2.46 per cent. 

In 522 instances, the brides were older than their husbands. 


VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 


First. Second. Third. Totals. 4 
basin Nn palayedee ean Sy Gl) ch aria 2,768 216 3 2,987 
eyevora axl! CO 2 Sse ace Ai aay re asa 289 iD 5 469 
Third SEN Liat siie tinthe iis Pie ge tac + 19 15) 6) Werkeaoues ie 5 34 
OUT Pec deet Beco tee hie ce he fe Wee) te 1 Loli eecteneentente 2 
TNOUAIS Pete he Lictte Peileietce e 3,077 407 8 3,492 — 


The first marriages of the grooms made 85.50 per cent of, 
all the marriages; and the first marriages of the brides, 88.11 
per cent. Three bachelors married brides who had been twice 
widowed; and five widowers became third husbands to their 
wives. 

Of the grooms, 2,894, and of the brides, 3,097, were resi- 
dents of Boston at the time of marriage; 423 of the former and 
252 of the latter were residents of other towns in the State; and 
175 grooms, and 143 brides were residents of other States. 

. There were 84 colored couples married, and there were eleven 
instances in which the grooms were colored, and the brides 
white. The ratio of colored marriages was one in 41.49 of 
the colored population. Including the amalgamated marriages, 
the ratio was one in 36.68, 


eae dy | 


ie 
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The occupations of 55.61 per cent of the grooms are given 
in the following table :— 


Gcahorers... +... .. 865 | Teamsters... ... .. 186 | Shoemakers...... 8 
Wietkseewensicie ss 6s o25 | Merchants, &c. 2... . 204'| Physicians ...... 24 
Carpenters ...... 204) Machinists ...... 103 | Lawyers. ....+-.- 22 


PIatamelm@eeeissys +s - 180} Painters. « ...... 87} Clergymen ....-.« 18 


DEATHS, 


The number of deaths recorded in 1870 was 6,098, — 3,104 
males, and 2,994 females —an increase of 575 compared with 
the preceding year. ‘This number, however, embraces the 
deaths in the Dorchester district. The deaths in the latter 
place in 1869 were 214, and in 1870, 213, a decrease of one; 
showing an increase in the other fifteen wards of 362; a result 
doubtless attributable to the prevalence of cholera infantum, 
diarrhoea, and kindred diseases. The death-rate accordingly 
appears in the ratio of 24.34 deaths to each one thousand of 
the population, a height not reached but three times during the 
last thirteen years, viz: in 1860, 1863, and 1864. When the 
almost unprecedented heat that prevailed during the summer 
months, and the almost total absence of rain are remembered, 
the unusual mortality will not awaken surprise. The following 
comparative statement of the death-rate in cities in various sec- 
tions of the Union may not be uninteresting. The figures are 
from official sources : — 


. Mm ° mM 
S og a og 
= 22 = 2 2 
orn ° ° ° 
aie. = 2) a ah = 2 Ds 
Cities. Ss c= God Cities. S a 3o8 
if a=) ee fey 3 a Ea 
a 3 oom S By sont 
Ay A AS Ay [= As 


cS eS 


Baltimore ...| 283,070 | 7,262 | 25.65 ||Richmond ...| 51,093 | 1,600 | 31.31 
Boston. ....| 250,526 | 6,098 | 24.34 || Philadelphia. .| 674,022 | 15,317 | 22.72 
New Haven ..| 50,886 | 1,340 | 26.33 ||San Francisco ,| 150,861 | 3,351 | 22.28 
New Orleans. .| 191,512 | 6,942 | 36.24 |/St. Louis. ....| 312,963 | 6,670 | 21.31 
New York ...| 926,341 | 27,175 | 29.33 || Washington . .| 109,204 | 1,835 | 17, 


- NR 
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The death-rate in Boston in 1870 was one in a thousand 
above that of the preceding year; but it is considerably below 
that of Baltimore, New Haven, New York, and Richmond. 
The rate in New Orleans, it will be seen, largely exceeds that 
of the other cities named. Washington, according to the fig- 
ures given, presents a ratio of only seventeen deaths in a thou- 
sand. The death-rate in Boston in 1844, when its population 
was very nearly the same as that of Washington in 1870, was 
nineteen in a thousand. The rate in Chicago in 1869, according 
to the report of the Board of Health, was 25.74 in a thousand. 
This report, however, embraces the still-births, not included in 
the foregoing table. Omitting these, the rate was 23.17. 

The number and percentage of deaths in each quarter, com- 
pared with the statement of the preceding year, are seen in the 


following table: — 


i870. 1869. 


Deaths. | Per cent.|| Deaths. | Per cent. 


January —March.. » ..eseeesscvecee 1,395 22.88 1,874 24.88 


April (JUN) seiie) ot vide eye) se)» es 0, 0 | Syatieiie 1,314 21.55 1,297 23.48 
July —September ...+-ee+e2eee oie 1,983 82.52 1,562 28.28 
October — December... ss 6 se ee vee 1,406 23.05 1,290 23.36 


6,098 100.00 5,523 100.00 


{t will be seen by the above table, that the percentage of 
deaths during the first, second and fourth quarters was consid- 
erably less than it was in the same periods of the preceding 
year, and that of the third quarter was much larger. ‘The per- 
centage of the mortality in the third quarter of each of the last 
twenty-two years is seen in the following table: — 


ae” 


“=e 
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a 
Year. Per cent. Year. /|Per cent. Year. Per cent. Year. Per cent. 
SAO tl otic $4.53 POD eae) « 29.00 L8G et ors 31.42 TSG eure 26.94 
LSBON eels As MBS Give! 6.) 6 28.45 1362 eae ore! 28.00 LSOSINraeis 81,45 


eer 28.06, 1857... | 29.30 118634... .1 32.70. 1869 2. 6] 28.28 
fee ales (185s... . .| 28.44 |1864. 2). .|° 27.80. L870... 1 32.52 
Pee c0.se. 111859...) 30.20 |11865...).°.) 29.79 


1854.... 32.36 1860 ... 29.00 1866. *.° 30.35 


With the single exception of 1849 (the year of the cholera), 
the mortality during the third quarter (July, August, and Sep- 
tember) was greater than in any quarter during the period em- 
braced in the above téble. During the summer months of 
1849, bowel diseases prevailed to a great extent. There were 
1,005 deaths during the month of August of that year. In the 
third quarter of 1854 (another year of the cholera), the per- 
centage of the mortality fell slightly below that of 1870. 

The third quarter was the only one in which the mortality 
was highest among the females, — the deaths among the latter 
exceeded those among the males by eleven. The record is as 
follows :— 


FIRST QUARTER. SECOND QUARTER. THIRD QUARTER. FOURTH QUARTER. 


Male. Female. Male. 


Female. Male. | Female. Male. Female. 


710 | 685 685 q 629 986 | 997 723 | 683 
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VII. DEATHS. — BIRTHPLACES. 


Males. Females. Totals. Per cent. 
HBOBLON Nie ye Wellis oleh eb Ne. vouje ve) fe © 1,521 1,402 2,923 47.93 
Remainder of New England... . 561 564 1,125 18.45 
Other States... 2. eeescecev ee 70 69 139 2.28 
iiyarink 46) 6.5) alas a GiGi Baal 63 54 117 1.92 
OLA (5.'e sete ple eke ee 6 10s 6382 673 1,305 21.40 
ARATE Sc Ra Muay yr eng a ae 15 20 35 BT 
British American Provinces ... - 91 180 221 3.63 
Germany {iss fe ie eile foliels site (0 78 45 123 2.02 
Other foreign places . . ....-.- 36 17 53 87 
TEN OWI Wie tis Vol olotis (erie tele llie!,¢. 0 387 * 20 57 93 


Motmlel ieee ein, 3,104 2,994 6,098 100.00 


Of the decedents who were born in the United States (in- 
cluding half of those recorded as unknown), the males exceed 


the females by 126. On the other hand, among the foreign- © 


born decedents, the females exceed the males by 16. 

It will be seen, that 69 per cent of those who died were na- 
tive-born, and that of the remaining 31 per cent those born in 
Ireland make 21.40 per cent. ‘The deaths of those born in 
Ireland were in the ratio of one death to 43.60 of the Irish- 
born population. Among those born here the ratio was one 
death to 38.65 of the native-born population. The latter, of 
course, includes the children of those who were foreign-born. 
Of the whole population of the city, those born in Ireland make 
22.71 per cent. The deaths among the same class, however, 
make only 21.40 per cent of the whole mortality. 


o 
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VIII DEATHS.— PARENTAGEH.. 
1870. 1869. 
Birthplaces of Parents. 
Deaths. Per Cent. Deaths. Per Cent. 
ID OSCOMMEEs Mi cMcisiisl sls 0s « 9 © Bi 8 822 5.28 304 5.50 
Remainder of New England .... 1,086 17.81 1,098 19,80 
ROTHCIDSCALCR el siicl ie: « * e's se es 262 4.29 233 4.22 
England and Wales ....+e.-. 225 3.69 198 3.59 
aM Meche bicg 6 ss 8s 6 6 2,985 48.95 2,603 47.13 
oa 3k ee oe 70 114° 85 1.59 
British American Provinces ..-:. 293 4.84 | 240 4,35 
Germany er 8 6 9 6 6.9 8 © © *'e © 6 337 5.52 295 5.34 
Other foreign places .....2.., 153 2.50 150 2.72 
MMETNO IE gt ie eg oles os 365 5.98 317 5.76 
IMOUDIEY AGRIC so ace 6,098 100.00 5,523 100.00 


Tt will be seen, that the percentage of the decedents of na- 
tive parentage is almost identical with that of the same class in 
the preceding year. -Those of Irish-born parents make nearly 
half of all the decedents, and 75.55 per cent of all whose pa- 
rentage was foreign-born. 

The following is a comparative statement of the parentage of 
those born and of those who died, tabulated according to the 
nativity of the fathers; — . 


1870. . ; 1869. 


Births. | Per Ct. | Deaths.| Per Ct. || Births. | Per Ct.|Deaths.| Per Ct. 
\ 


Foreign fathers. .| 5,422 | 67.00 | 4,245 | 69.61 || 5,044 | 68.12 | 3,780 | 67.54 
| 


Native “ 6, 4] 2,670 | 83.00 | 1,853 | 30.39 |) 2,361 | 31.88 | 1,793 32.46 


8,092 100.00 | 6,098 | 100.00 |} 7,405 | 100.00 | 5,523 100.00 
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The facts embodied in the above table are of great interest. 
It will be observed, that while 67 per cent of the children born. 
had foreign fathers, no less than 69.61 per cent of those who 
died were of the same parentage, — the deaths exceeding the 
births nearly 3 per cent. On the other hand, while the chil- 
dren of native fathers make only 33 per cent of all the chil- 
dren born, the deaths of those who were native-born make only 
30.39 per cent of the whole mortality, — showing an excess of 
births over the deaths in this case, of nearly 3 per cent. 


19 
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It will be seen by the above table, that the deaths of children 
under one year made 27 per cent of the whole mortality ; of 
those from 1 to 5, 16 per cent. The deaths in those two periods 
of the preceding year made 25 and 27 per -cent respectively. 
The percentage of deaths under five years in 1870, was 43, and 
that of 1869, 42. | 

Of the male decedents over 90 years, one was 104 years old, 
and of the females one was reported to be 100. 

Of the 1,649 children who died under one year, 1,093 (66.28 
per cent of the whole number) were children of foreign parent- 
age. There were 10! children who died on the day of their 
birth. 

The whole number who died between | and 5 was 974, of 
whom 745 (76.49 per cent) were children of foreign parents. 

There were 171 who died between 5 and 10; of these, 126 
(73.70 per cent) were children of foreign parentage. 

The number who died between 10 and 15 was 102, of whom 
74 (72.55 per cent), were children of foreign parents. 

The following table shows the birthplaces of the foreign-born 


decedents above 15 years of age: — . 

; | 3 (eo) Se 

AGES. DE’THS. | 3 E E a5 : Fg 3 

3 2 | 8 i/ge| & |sm] ¥ 

i Fath ie | Saas By 
1B 1oheO te eee eee 192 48 22 8} 60} 12 Tener 
DOO SO. IMs. ae te eee eeu 668 207 18 To TOC nies 8 | 51.20 
BO HOMO et weet ieee eed tig wy vs 608 275 13 6 | | 88.1 1928 Mt 60.00 
AOTEOR EO. 5 Bele ae Mea sie Rowe te fe 503 || 250 23 6] 18] . 20 71 64.41 
BOito BOG ele ase ata tis eles 418 || 201 18 4513131" Sas 6 | 62.20 
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The last column contains the percentages of the forcign- 
born decedents who died in each of the specified periods above 
fifteen years; and the lower horizontal line, the percentage of 
each nationality. The total number of decedents above fifteen 
years of age make 52.81 per cent of the whole’ number. 

The number of colored decedents was 133. This is in the 
ratio of one death to 26.29 of the colored population. The 
following statement will be found interesting : — 


Births. | Ratio. || Marriages.| Ratio. Deaths, Ratio. 


GOIOrEds cco s ss 116 30.14 95 36.80 133 26.29 
CES» a re 7,967 30.97 || 3,397 72.71 5,965 41.41 


The proportion of colored births does not vary materially 
from that of the whites, but the ratio of marriages is very near- 
ly double those of the latter, On the other hand, the colored 
decedents were in the ratio of about 5 to 3 of the white, com- 
pared with the population of each respectively. Indeed, the 
colored decedents exceed the colored children born by 17. 
This result has been the same for many years. 

The colored population in 1850 was 2,240; in 1870, it was 
3,496, showing an increase during twenty years of 56 per cent. 
This increase was wholly caused by immigration. The white 
population in 1850, was 138,788; in 1870 (including Roxbury 
and Dorchester), 250,526 ; an increase of 44.60 per cent. Deduct- 
ing the populations of the last two places, the increase in the 
city of Boston (including Hast and South Boston), during the 
last twenty years was 64,707, or 46.62 per cent. 

Of the male decedents, 1,435 were married, — 544 of whom 
were foreign-born; and 228 were widowers, — 80 of whom 
were foreign-born. Of the females, 1,172 were married, — of 
whom 745 were native-born; and 706 were widows, — 447 be- 
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ing of the same nativity. It will be seen, that the decedents of 
native birth, of both sexes, and both b oniditionas are in consid- 
erable excess of those of foreign birth. ) 

The total number of interments in the city proper (including 
bodies brought from other places for burial here), was 130; in 
South Boston, 148; Hast Boston, 105,—a total of 383. The 
number of disinterments for burial elsewhere was 203. 
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_ Accidents. — The number of deaths from casualties was 220 
(the precise number recorded in the preceding year), compris- 
ing 27 from burns and scalds, and 33 from drowning. The 
percentage to the whole mortality was 3.60 against 3.98 in the 
preceding year. 

Apoplery. — The large number of 93 deaths from this cause 
was reported during the year, an increase of 17 compared with 
the preceding year. The sexes were 50 males, 43 females. 

Bowels, Diseases of: —The number of deaths from diseases 
thus indicated was 67. If cholera infantum, cholera morbus, 
diarrhoea and dysentery be added to these, the whole number 
will be 910, — 446 males and 464 females — or nearly 15> per 
cent of the whole mortality. The mortality from these causes 
in 1869 made 11.44 per cent of the whole, showing a differ- 
ence of 34 per cent between the deaths during the two years. 

Brain, Diseases of. — There were 320 deaths (193 males and 


127 females) reported from these causes, making 5.25 per cent 
of the whole mortality. The deaths thus designated embrace 


ail reported from inflammation, congestion, and meningitis, and 
one or two from “irritation of brain.” 


Bronchitis. — The number of deaths from this cause was 163, 
— 78 males and 85 females—2.67 per cent of the whole 
mortality, and precisely that of the preceding year. 

Cholera Infantum.— The number of deaths from this cause 
was 524—254 males and 270 females—making 8.60 per 
cent of the whole mortality. Nearly one-third of the deaths 
(168), from this disease occurred in wards 2 and 7. The 
deaths in the several wards are given in the following table: — 
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Wards. Deaths. 
ars 38 
2% 71 
Dive 20 
ah 6 16 


Wards. 


o a | (=>) on 
e e e . 


Deaths. 


19 


Wards. 
9 e 
NO) 26 
TBI A 
Die 


Deaths. 


25 


Wards. 


13% ee 
are eee 
lite eee 


Deaths. 


27 
24 
43 
28 


There were but 70 deaths from this cause in wards 4, 6, 8, 
10 and 11 (13.36 per cent of the whole number), although 
those wards contain 24.34 per cent of the whole population. 

The mortality from this cause in each of the last six years is 


seen in the following : — 


1870. 


524 


1865. 1866, 1867. 1868. 1869. 


261 266 231 488 365 


Consumption. —The number of deaths from this disease was 
990,—472 males and 518 females — making 6.23 per cent 
of the whole mortality, differing very slightly from that of the 
preceding year. The deaths from consumption the past year 
were 1n the ratio of one death to 6.16 from all causes, or one 
in 5.88 from all but external causes. The percentage of deaths 


in each quarter is seen in the following table: — 


Months. Deaths. | Per cent. Months. Deaths. | Per cent, 
January — March... 254 25.66 ||July—September. . . 228 23.03 
April—June ..... 239 24.14 ||| October — December . 269 ' 27.17 


The deaths in the last quarter exceed the mortality during 


the same period of 1869 by 2 per cent. 
The birthplaces of the decedents will be seen by the follow- 


ing table: — 
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ee —) 
LLL EE aa an er SEEN CESSES TES na eS EES ren ESE EOS Cha SUE 


BIRTHPLACES. Males. | Females.|} Totals. | Per cent. 

PMUCRISERUCS Gia ie sss es se Se ee ee wo 174 208 377 38.08 
MMC aNESiicle fo lcle sos 0 + Ss ee 0 2 196 202 398 40.20 
PERO AMICMMCMceiisNiefal cis + [elle 2 6 © © ¢ + 0 6 © 8 10 18 ' 1.82 
See Gl 46 5 5.6 SoG A aaa er ieee eas 8 3 11 rata) 
British American Provinces .....s+see-+es 20 28 48 4,85 
Germany and Northern Europe. ....... . 25 9 34 3.48 
OrbetHOncioM LACES... ss « 0s + c +.0 0 + 7 6 13 1.31 
Children of Foreign Parents... isan 34 57 91 9.20 

: 472 518 990 | 100.00 


The decedents from this cause in 1869 made more than 3 per 
cent more than those of 1870. There was an increase of 3 
per cent in the number of decedents of Irish parentage in 1870, 
compared with the preceding year. There was a slight de- 
crease in the number of those born in England, and an increase 
of 2 per cent in that of children of foreign parentage. 

The number and percentage of deaths in the several wards 
and hospitals are seen in the following table: — 


W ards| Deaths.| Per cent.) | Wards. Deaths. Per cent.) Public Institutions) Deaths.|Per cent. 
: ee 77 7.78 ewe ; 42 4.24 | Mass. Hospital. . Ty 
Peer ato) 10.10 || 10...) +48 4.85 |Lunatic “« ee 
S Aw 64 6.46 il 47 4.75 | Deerisiand .. . Lt esihi| 
Te ange 17 1.72 12 57 5.76 | City Hospital .. 17 f iis 
5. 60 6.00 Tore le 31 8.13 |\Carney ‘“ 18 | 
i 40 4.04 14... 25 2.58 | Other Hospitals . 69. |) 
Seieeien | 45.15'.|| 15. .| 63 | 5.95 | 

Bite t iin 39 4.00 16%. 23 2.382 

| | | 873 Me ob | 88.18 | 117 | 


The deaths in wards 1, 2,3, 5 and 7 make 45.50 per cent 
of the whole mortality from consumption, and 51.56 per cent 
of the deaths from that disease in the wards alone. 
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The ages of the decedents are given in the following table : — 


under 1. ib yway G3 5 to 15. | 15 to 20. | 20 to 30.} 30 to 40. | 40 to 50. | over 50. 


SSN ee ee | en ee ee 


Deaths.| 6] 11 | 18] 15 9 | ISS Sas eros ab 26 le 117 | 107 | 76 | 69} 86 | 80 
Per cent} .60 | 1.11} 1.82 | 1.52] 91 | 1.82 | 3.43 | 5.83 23316 te 11.82)10.80] 7.68 | 6.97 | 8.69} 8.08 


It will be seen, that 51.52 per cent of the deaths occurred 
between the ages of 20 and 40. The percentage of males un- 
der one year was 6.76, while that of the females was 10.31. 

The occupations of the males will be seen in the following 
table: — 


baboters -. ..» «106 | Musicians .. <8 | Brakeman >... Agent . 2s . «6 


Clerks ... .. 984 | Harness makers. 3 | Civil Engineer. Abtor “Sere psmane 


Carpenters... -19 | Bakers .. ... « Constable. ... Boottreer .. « e 


Merchants ....14 | Barkeepers ... Expressman. > Calker' 23's teme 


Carriage maker . 


‘all OUSMeMen semen: 2 INO OODEYS si. isiemre Carver)... meoue 


3 
3 

[DYAdCrS)) sa) seh elon mb OOK DING Crs arm emon| ml aller tel. melee 
3) |) Jsapanner —. . 
3 


Paintersuerenso OM OUSNerS s\/smreme Lawyer ..ee Burnisher .,. - 


Waiters .. .. +10 | Brassfinishers” suv JORGE Bod BO Chemist orem 


Printers ~. «6 e+. Coachmen ... Keymaker ... Engineer ... - 


Shoemakers ... Confectioners. . Piano maker’. . Flatteriscmestememe 


Mariners . +... - Dentists iskeweme Rope maker... Jeweller . . . « 


Machinists ...- Gasfilters . . .1. Paper box maker INUrs@ ci. ter epeues 


Blacksmiths ... ELOStlers 2. emeine ISSO Nee wou sate Real estate broker 


Cabinet makers. . Paper hangers . Soubhotere 4 Sia G Ship joiner ... 


Cigar makers .. - Stewards... Soapstone worker Stevedore ...- 


Teamsters « o's « Upholsterers .. Shoe manuf... Switchman ... 


LOT ee leon Si SS ha SO ei a ) 


IBALDCLE icles) oie ie Varnishers .. e Watchmaker .. Stable keeper .. 


Policemen. «+ « Whitewasher. . Fisherman .. « e 


“bo 


Masons oee ew oe 


re Ov Ou C3 Oo CO Ooh © 00, 00.1 “OO 


Paper stainers ,. Tinsmith . +. . « 


Reddler:. sue 


Curriers .. ee Hotel keeper... 


a 


Silversmith... Undertaker ... 


ize) 


Soldienrsiis.tememten. 
Not given . scauee 
472 


a OO SO Oo 


2 

i 
Stonecuttorssseemeon | eclumber h.) cae Vicavers: .icteis 

1 


IPOLterey Memel sens ROM) eurame makeroome Wheelwright .. 
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Of the whole number of males who died from consumption, 
22.46 per cent were laborers. 

As before stated, the ratio of deaths from consumption in 
Boston was one death to 6.16 deaths from all causes; in Wash- 
ington, 1 in 5.90; Baltimore, 1 in 7.28; in Richmond, Va., 1 in 
7.96; in San Francisco (for the year ending June 30, 1870), 1 
in 7.30; and in Brooklyn, N. Y. (for six months ending Dec. 
oe ieaner.68. 

_Croup.— The number of deaths from this cause was 83 — 
36 males and 47 females. The number of cases that occurred 
in each of the last six years is given below: — 


1865. 1865. 1867. 1868. 1869, 1870. 


Diphtheria. — There were 51 deaths from this disease, — 23 
males and 28 females, a decrease of 10 from the number of 
the preceding year. 

Fever, Typhoid. —'The number of deaths reported from this 
cause was 168,— 87 males and 81 females, making 2.75 per 
cent of all the deaths. The deaths in each of the last six 
years is given below: — 


1865. 1866. 1867. 1868. 1869. 1870. 


The percentage of deaths to the whole mortality in each of 
the years stated above was, in 1865, 2.75 per cent; in 1866, 
2.12 per cent; in 1867, 2.00 per cent; in 1868, 2.17 per cent; 
in 1869, 2.50 per cent. 

Heart, Disease of. —There were 196 deaths thus reported, — 
94 males and 102 females, making 3.21 per cent of the whole 


mortality. 
5 
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Hydrocephalus. — The number of deaths reported from this 
cause was 134,— 81 males and 53 females, — 2.20 per cent 
of the whole mortality. 

Marasmus. — There were 200 deaths thus designated, — 110 
males and 90 females, making 3.28 per cent of all the deaths. 
In the preceding year, the deaths thus reported made 2.80 per 
cent of the mortality of that year. 

Nephria (Bright's Disease).— The number of deaths re- 
ported from this cause was 82,—43 males and 39 females. 
The whole number of deaths from diseases of the kidneys was 
106, or 1.74 per cent of the mortality from all causes. 

Pneumonia. — The deaths from this cause number 336, — 
174 males and 162 females, making 5.51 per cent of all the 
deaths. The whole mortality from lung diseases makes 7.61 
per cent of the deaths from all causes. In 1869, the percent- 
age was 1.26. 

Scarlatina.— This disease caused the death of 205, — 107 
males, and 98 females, 3.36 per cent of the whole mortality. 
The number of deaths in each of the last six years will be seen 


in the following: — 


1865. 1866. 1867. 1868. 1869. 1870. 


Peathsite|c je eilele lee xelre 50 60 306 266 330 205 
Per cent. «ee e-eeecese 1.10 1.37 6.92 4.84 5.97 3.36 


Small Pox. — There were 32 deaths from this cause, — 17 


males and 15 females. There was but one death subsequent . 


to May.—in December. There were but six deaths from this 
disease in the preceding year. 

Unknown Diseases. —'The number of deaths from unknown 
causes, or in cases where there were no physicians in attend- 
ance, was 98,— five more than were similarly reported in the 
preceding year. These, together with the deaths from causes 
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> “marasmus,” and a 


designated as “infantile,” “ convulsions,’ 
large number from “ debility,” (all of which are comparatively 
worthless for statistical purposes,) make 8.38 per cent of the 


whole mortality. 


XI. DEATHS, WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Wards. | Deaths. |Per cent.|| Wards.| Deaths. |Per cent.| |Public Institutions.| Deaths.| Per cent. 
Dhar ie 513 8.41 Ors. 249 4.08 || City Hospital .. 207 
Sel ah 699 11.46 LOM sire 239 3.92 St. Ann’s In. Asy. 135 | 
Si ei allie 364 5.97 HEL Sse ig 245 4.02 Deer Island... 56 
4... 198 3.25 1S 5 te 406 6.66 || Mass. Hospital . 84 
Bilas 205 4.84 ||18-..| 238 390 ||Consumptive Hos.) 46 ‘ait 
6 woe 226 OO Uda... 209 3.43 || Carney Hospital. 37 
Teeeeiese2) | 1648 j-15 ..} 883 | 6.28 || Lunatic Hospital 38 | 
Sh) 194 Pils 16. s).s2 4218 3.49 || Other Hospitals . oat} 

5,493 | 90.07 605 


It will be seen by the above, that over 33.35 per cent of the 
deaths occurred in wards 1, 2 and 7, which contain 31.66 per 
cent of the population; while in wards. 4, 6, 8, 10, 13, 14 and 
16, which contain 31.36 per cent of the whole population, 
only 25 per cent of the deaths occurred. It will also be ob- 
served, that 13.48 per cent of the deaths occurred in ward 1, 
although the population of that ward makes only 11.55 per 
cent of the population of the entire city. 

The ratio of deaths to the population in each ward is seen in 
the following : — 


Wards. Ratio. Wards. Ratio. Wards. Ratio. | Wards. Ratio. 
3 | lin 49.68 5 1 ia 48.00 9 1 in 56.79 13 1 in 35.86 
2 lin 35.64 6 lin 52.18 10 1 in 55.00 14 lin 54.47 
3! lin 41.18 7 1 in 35.18 11 lin 59,74 15 lin 38.79 
4 1 in 51.60 8 lin 58.13 12 lin 49,00 16 lin 57.55 
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“The following table will show the number of births, mar- 
riages, intentions of marriages, and deaths during the year: — 


XII.—BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


Births. Marriages. Intentions. Deaths. 
dA? GG 6 GMS oO a oiG 6 671 347 331 481 
Pevraryesl. |G leis s o.0) 028 615 289 304 434 
IMArCH ele) wise) siese tnte els 655 153 172 480 
LA DVI. feleteliotionete (eel e iiel's 626 227 317 459 
May «eseseev.icvcevee 651 337 348 451 
JUIME 5 oO OOOO 6 4K 650 310 350 404 
Cal V umes ie feMle terest tthe oh siete 719 288 302 724 
ARTES >) God O dud G6 oO Oaa 736 235 287 683 
SIGE ey G5 66.0 6H 640 284 7 8S58 576 
(OTIS Gigna dG OG G6 Go Ged 718 368 413 521 
INOVEMUDETils Nelrediedes Pile lietcire 660 426 437 451 
December «+ .+s-e-+ae«-s 751 235 a 372 434 


Os 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


By an examination of the foregoing tables, it will be seen 
that there was a large mortality in the city of Boston. during 
the past year among children under five years of age. The 
deaths of these children make no less than 43 per cent of 
the whole mortality. In 1869 the percentage was less than 
42. The deaths of children under one year made 27 per 
cent of all the deaths. In 1869 the percentage was 24.88. 
How this large mortality compares with that of some other ’ 
large cities will be seen by the following table: — 


(0 Se eS 


Per cent to Per cent to 

population. population. 
New York (1869) ..... 29.42 RICHMONd esse an slot oniel:s 25.50 
PINION O) a a7 oe 6 + 0 28.90 Brooklyn « . « « « « « « « 25.25 
VUIABUIMICUO Gab. 6° > 0 sles 28.83 Philadielobia 7s". «(stele % 24.85 
hi an 27.80—_ || ‘San Francisco ....'%. 21.81 


The cause of this excessive mortality is very generally attri- 
buted to unhealthy residences, want of nutritious or wholesome 
food, and to exposure and neglect. These, however, are but 
secondary causes, the primary one existing back or at the bot- 
tom of all of these outlying ones, viz: general ignorance. It is 
not too much to say, that if those who are suffering from the 
causes above enumerated were properly enlightened as to their 
inevitable consequences, they would feel a natural desire to es- 
cape from them. ‘The cause for this unhappy condition is easily 
understood. The ignorant and unintelligent are always dis- 
qualified from engaging in other than the lowest employments, 
which bring to the laborer the smallest modicum in return. 
This, in its turn, necessitates the occupancy of wretched tene- 
ments, in the most undesirable localities, where, badly sheltered 
and clothed, with insufficient or unwholesome food, and confined 


/ 
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to the most laborious and injurious occupations, the seeds of all 
the diseases that flesh is heir to are profusely sown. Under 
such melancholy circumstances, it cannot be surprising that the 
progeny of such unfortunates are so remorselessly stricken 
down. | 

This subject is one which concerns not only the philanthro- 
pist, but the whole community. It presents directly the question, 
whether this loss of material wealth (for this excessive mortal- 
ity is nothing less) shall continue, or that intelligent, energetic 
measures be employed to counteract it. It must be confessed 
that to suggest what may seem a remedy is very easily done, 
but it may not be so easy to apply that remedy. ‘To build spa- 
cious, well arranged tenement houses in salubrious localities will 
not alone afford relief; for none but the instructed and intelli- 
gent, comparatively, can secure them. Hence it follows, that. 
until education itself demands the change, no reform in the 
‘present unpromising condition of things need be hoped for. 
How the educationary process is to be conducted, or the requi- 
site receptivity is to be secured, it is not easy to point out. 
This, it is feared, will prove to be a problem hard to solve, as 
other questions of a complex character will inevitably present 
themselves. | 

This ignorance of the cardinal principles of health on the 
part of the poorer portion of the community is not to be won- 
dered at, when an almost equal ignorance exists among those 
who are by mere fortuitous circumstances differently situated. 
While the first class are oblivious of the real causes of their 
present condition, and do not regard the results that ensue in 
the light of cause and effect, the latter have yet to learn, that 
the moral and material condition of the whole community is in- 
volved in the subject. 

It is not too much to say, that there are but few subjects 
which concern more closely the material welfare of a communi- 
ty, particularly a commercial one, than that of vital statistics; 


|) Sas 
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nor are there many that are so little understood and appre- 
ciated, even by those whose matcrial interests are more or less 
directly involved. It is true that there is a vague notion in the 
minds of some, that there should be a record of the births, 
marriages and deaths, because of some indefinite objects of no 
importance except in extraordinary cases. Such persons for- 
get, most probably they never knew, that it is only by a knowl- 
edge of those living in any community, that the sanitary con- 
dition of the same community can be accurately ascertained ; 
and that this knowledge is attained by no other means than 
through the agency of registration laws. If any city is un- 
healthy, the people are interested in knowing it, that remedial 
measures may be employed. It the births or marriages fall 
below the number that should take place among those of a 


marriageable age, the whole community is directly interested in 


‘the fact in more ways than one. 


To show the precise sanitary condition of a place, and to 
exhibit the additions to, or subtractions from, its population, is 
to deterniine with greater accuracy than by any other means the 
extent of its material wealth. In proportion as the public 
health is improved, and the means of securing and preserving it 
understood (which can only be done by an accurate system of 
registration), the number of producers and co.sumers is neces- 
sarily increased, and their capacities for production and con- 
sumption enlarged in a corresponding ratio. This result is 
nothing less than an advance in material wealth. An increase 
of products only is not necessarily an increase of wealth; for 
merchandize is valueless while unemployed; its worth depends 
upon those whose wants call it into use. It then assumes its 
proper relations, rising and falling in value, in accordance with 
the combined action of producer and consumer. 

It is within a comparatively short period that extensive sys- 
tematic sanitary measures have been employed to better the 
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condition of the people through the agency of boards of health, 
It is true, that efforts have long and often been made to remove 
certain specified evils; but those efforts, spasmodic in their 
character, do not appear to have been prompted by any clear, - 
far-sighted perception of the important fact, that wealth and 
the public hygiene were intimately allied. At the present 
time, this subject is receiving the most profound attention. 
Physicians, in their investigations concerning sanitary science, 
have naturally, if not unavoidably, entered the domain of 
political economy, and have demonstrated that the two branches 
of knowledge should be considered in their reciprocal relations 
to each other. In this two-fold field of scientific research, 
they have shown themselves to be the ablest advocates of that 
branch which heretofore was assigned to the political economist. 
The latter has viewed his favorite study in the light of trade 
and commerce; supply and demand; production and consump- 
tion; in short, in every aspect save that most important one, 
VIZ: sanitary science. 

The general subject of registration may be regarded in an- 
other, but not less interesting light. 1. It is undeniable, that 
each member of a community is directly interested in preserv- 
ing the life of every other member until nature herself asserts 
her supremacy. 2. It is also trae, that he who is unable to 
labor, or is limited in his ability to do so, not only fails to con- 
tribute his proportionate share to the common weal, but by his 
very condition imposes on others a burden which Providence 
designed should be borne by himself alone. 38. Sickness and 
death are costly, both in their proximate and remote results, 
and, as a consequence, tend to impoverishment, 4. Increased 
taxation inevitably attends the above last-named two conditions, - 
in order that the incapables may be cared for. 5. A city or 
town that exhibits a high death-rate, is likely at the same time 
to present a high tax-rate. ‘This depresses material prosperity, 
~and interposes formidable obstacles to growth and expansion. 
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The existence and progress of disease in a human being may 
be readily discovered in the pallid face and wasted form; but 
the origin and nature of the malady must be ascertained by 
other methods. This knowledge, which every government 
should possess, must be gained before counteracting remedies 
can be administered with confident hopes of success. The 
registration system is like the merchant’s trial-balance: the lat- 
ter may not convert a deficit into a surplus, but it will show him 
beyond mistake his exact pecuniary condition. So with the 
registration system: it does not create a bad condition of the 
public health, but it does reveal its existence, and leaves to 
other methods the application of the proper remedies. By its 
agency data are stored up and preserved for present and future 
use, affording standards of comparison of incalculable value to 
all who have the intelligence to apply them to their legitimate 
ends. And that community which applies these hoarded facts 
to their obvious uses will occupy an elevation that those who 
fail to do so can never reach. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE MARRIAGE LAW OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 


1. Parties intending marriage must obtain a certificate from 
the registrar or clerk of the city or town in which they reside, 
before the ceremony can take place. If the parties are residents 
of different towns, a certificate from each place is required. 

2. Parties residing in other States, and intending marriage 
in this Commonwealth, must obtain a certificate from the city or 
town in which said marriage is to take place, before the cere- 
mony can be performed. 


3. Parties leaving this Commonwealth io be married in an- 
other State, must, within seven days after their return, file with 


the registrar or clerk of the city or town in which either of 
them resided at the time, a certificate of their marriage, embrac- 
ing all the facts required by law. 

4, No clergyman or magistrate residing in another State, is 
allowed to solemnize a marriage in this Commonwealth. 

5. No clergyman or magistrate can lawfully marry a minor 
(a male under 21 years, or a female under 18), without the 
written consent of the parents, master or guardian, if there is 
any such in the State. 

6. A marriage certificate does not relieve a clergyman or 
magistrate from the responsibility incurred in marrying minors. 

7. A minister or magistrate solemnizing a marriage is re-. 
quired to make a return of the same to the clerk or registrar of 
the city or town in which the marriage took place, on or before 
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the tenth day of the month following; and when neither of the 
parties to a marriage resides in the city or town in which the 
marriage was solemnized, he shall also make a return of the 
same to the clerk or registrar of the city or town in which one 
or both of said parties reside. 

8.- Every person neglecting to make the returns required as 
above, forfeits for each neglect not less than twenty nor more 
than one hundred dollars. 

9. A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons in 
marriage contrary to the provisions above specified, knowing 
that the marriage is not duly authorized, forfeits not less than — 
fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. 

10. Whoever undertakes to join persons in marriage, know- 
ing that he is not authorized so to do, is subject to imprisonment 
in the jail or confinement to hard labor for a term not exceed- 
ing six months, or to pay a fine of not less than fifty nor more 
than two hundred dollars. 
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To THe Crry Councin : — 

Lhe undersigned herewith respectfully submits his Annual 
Report of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the City of 
Boston, for the year 1871. 


BIRTHS. 


The number of children registered during the year (in- 
eluding about 250 who were born in other places, but who 
were not registered elsewhere) was 8,555 —4,355 males 
and 4,200 females; an increase of 463 over the number re- 
corded in the preceding year. Using the census of 1870, 
which gives to Boston a population of 250,526, it appears 
that there was one birth to 29.28 of that population. If the 
number of stillbirths (543) be added, the ratio will be 1 to 
27.51. In 1870, the proportion of children born alive to 
_ the population was 1 to 81; including the stillbirths of that 

year, it was 1 to 29. 

1. BIRTHS IN 1871.—NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Number. Per cent. 
Both parents born in the United States ......++.-s 2,141 25.00 
oe oe hueland <>< «ss sso! ov ag eee 133 1.55 
GANT Ke mee TClaridare WA. oat J Aaa 8,061 35.78 
Bra pide st Se SOOULANE « 5) 5 5 bate eS pes oe 387 43 
es ae “ British American Provinces .... 369 4,31 
- as «¢ Germany and N. Europe. ..... 367 4,29 
x a fe Unmixed foreign* . 1). 2's + es 181 2.18 
a a eee Mixed) fordlont..<.. 0.) vc sphere 705 8.24 
Father born in United States, mother foreign. ...... 539 6.30 
foreign, mother born in United States. ... . aie 722 8.44 
“born in United States, mother unknown. .... 1 cai tiatieg 
‘¢ unknown, mother born in United States. .... 4 108 1.26 
“foreign, mother unknown . .. .s se 0 “se a 5 06 
«¢ unknown, mother foreign. ....++se+-% os 116 1.36 
Both parents unknown. .....-. eras veo) ohieus 70 82 
8,555 


* Both parents of the same nativity. 
{ Both parents, in each instance, born in different countries. 
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The above table exhibits several very interesting facts. 
It will be observed that those children whose parents were 
both American-born, (including half of those of unknown 
parentage,) make only 25.43 per cent. of the whole number 
born. On the other hand, those whose parents were both 
foreign-born make 57.84 per cent. In the preceding year, 
the first-named class made 26, and the last 59 per cent. 
The number of instances in which one or both parents were 
foreign-born was 6,270— 73.29 per cent. of the whole 
number. : | 

The census states the Irish-born population to be 56,900. 
The number of children born, whose parents. were both ~ 
Irish, was 8,061, making the ratio to be one birth to 18.59 
of the Irish population ; while those of native parentage is in 
the ratio of 1 to 73.30. The fecundity of the Irish popula- 
tion may be seen ina still clearer light by the statement, 
that while the Irish-born make only 22.71 per cent. of the 
whole population, the births of children of Irish parentage 
make 35.78 per cent. of all the births. The children of 
native parentage offer a strong contrast to the foregoing. 
While the native population makes nearly 65 per cent. of the 
whole, the births of children of that parentage make only 
25 per cent. of the whole number born. Again, the actual 
foreign population, by the census of 1870, was 87,986. 
The number of children born whose parents (one or both) 
were foreign-born was 6,322, or 1 to 13.92 of the entire 
foreign-born population. 

The following table will show the above facts in a very 
clear light : — 


German 
U. States. Pere eas Treland. Scotland. and fe ene Am. 
; . Europe. | Provinces. 
Population . .| 162,540 6,090 56,900 1,795 6,636 12,264 
IBITtNS ie ekee 2,141 133 8,061 37 867 369 


Ratio ..../{| 1to 75.91 1 to 45.80 1 to 18.59 1 to 48.51 18.08 | 1 to 33,23 
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The contrast between the productiveness of the Irish and 
German populations, and the others, exhibited in the above 
table, is a very strong one, and deserves much considera- 
tion. It will be noticed, that even the English population, 
which is considered prolific at home, seems to lose that 
characteristic here. The Scotch presents a worse record than 


the English, but neither of them approaches the bad pre-emi- 


nence of the native population. Ifthe whole number of chil- 
dren who had native fathers (including half of the “unknown”) 
are enumerated, the ratio would be only 1 birth to 57.47 of 
the native population, an exhibit the reverse of flattering. 
The births in each quarter are seen in the following table : — 


gamuerye-March. .......,. - 2,086||July—September ...... 00. 2,286 
April—June . 1... ee eee evens 1,886 || October — December... .:. ... 2,297 


The largest number of births in any one month was in 
July, 806, and the least in April, 577. 

The births in July, August, October, and December, made 
36.50 per cent. of all the births. 

The number and percentage of the births in the several 
wards, compared with the record of the preceding year, are | 
seen in the following 


ci 1871. 1870. ef 1871. 1870. 

a a < 

e Births. | Per Ct. | Births. | Per Ct. = Births. | Per Ct. | Births. | Per Ct. 
pas eS ae AMPs LR CES Ls cee RRL ame lS 
aes s 770 | 9.00 746 0:22.11) gn iVia 321 3.75 398 4.92 
meats 965 | | 11.28 956 | 11.81|//10... 423 4.95 389 4.81 
Sthears 488 5.70 551 6.801) :11 0 yee 358 4.19 335 4,14 
haa 3) a 194 2.27 204 2.62 122: cat 895 | 10.46 715 8.84 
eS 268 8.13 301 BT Bee 395 4.62 346 4.27 
“yee 292 3.41 292 3.6L 1k ae, 371 4.34 374 4,62 
7 1,359 | 15.89) 1,285 | 15.88|| 15... 681 7.96 589 7.28 
8 359 4.19 282 8.49|| 16... 416 | 4.86 329 4.06 


8,555 | 100.00 8,092 | 100.00 
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It will be observed, that there was a decrease of 186 births 
in wards 8, 4, 5, 9, and 14, and a gain of 9 in ward 2. 
There was also a gain of 180 in ward 12; 92 in ward 15; 
87 in ward 16; 77 in ward 8; and 74 in ward 7. No less 
than 54.59 per cent. of the births occurred in wards 1, 2, 7; 
12, and 15, which wards contain only 45.52 per cent. of the 
whole population ; while in the other eleven wards, contain- 
ing 54.48 per cent. of the population, there occurred only 
45.41 per cent. of the births. In other words, there were 
nearly 9 per cent. more births in the five first-named wards 
than in the other eleven. | 

‘The ratio of births to the population of each ward is seen 
in the following table : — | 


WARDS. Ratio. WARDS. Ratio. WARDS. Ratio. WARDS. Ratio. 


tye 1 in 33.00 || 5. 1in 52.86 || 9 ...| 1in 44.00 || 18 ...| 1in 21.61 
2. 1 in 25.66 || 6. 1in 40.38 |} 10. ..| 1in 30.96 || 14. . .| 1in 30.69 
Bie 1 in 30.72 || 7. Lin 21.28 }/12 24.) Tin 40.827) 15 ge 
et 1 in 52.66 || 8. 1 in 31.41 || 12 ...| 1in 22.21 || 16... .| 1in 29.69 


It will be seen that the lowest ratio is in ward 5, which 
offers a very marked contrast to the condition which existed 
there two or three years ago. Within this period a large 
number of the foreign-born population have removed from 
that locality, in consequence of the levelling of Fort Hill, 
and other improvements made there. Prior to that period 
(in 1868) the ratio of births in that ward to the population 
then residing there was about 1 in 29. In 1871, in conse- 
quence of the changes referred to, the ratio was 1 in 52.86. 
It should not be forgotten, that these changes were almost ex- 
clusively confined to the foreign-born population. The above 
table also exhibits a low birth-rate in wards 4, 6, 9, and 11, 


where the native-born element predominates. . Ward 12, — 


which has a large native population, presents a strong con- 
trast to the preceding statement, the birth-rate there being 
exceeded only in wards 7, 13, and 15. 
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The number of colored children born was 96— 49 males, 
and 47 females— making 1.12 per cent. of all the births, 
These births are in the ratio of 1 to 36.30 of the colored 
population. In the preceding year, the ratio was 1 in 30.13. 

| Il. TWIN BIRTHS. 1871. 


Both Both 
NATIVITY OF PARENTS. Unkwwn.| Totals. 


Males. | Females. 


Both parents born in the United States ..... 10 4 


4 18 

igh Vek ta ee Hirclnmdirs cetic, cite) a ve..e: 11° 12 7 380 
i feta ch Se British American Provinces 1 2 1 4 
3 es ge SOOMEHIUV Koh his «se 0:8 2 . 1 3 
“3 « MatareCOMOxelgn yy ais ee 3 8 g Aas ag (aa epi mar 1 
Ms RCC SORCIRINT ce oct ee co eee 1 3 2 6 
Father United States, mother foreign. .... >. 2 2 Lee pbs 3 4 
“* foreign, mother United States. ..... 1 4 iL 6 

s¢ unknown, mother United States. .... ‘ematielts 1 ; 1 
Both parents unknown ......+s+se.e2se LOM itis) ce, sale inte: © s eeetielta's 1 

Sgn ag 4 16 trie 


There was an increase of ten in the number of twin births,. 
compared with the preceding year. The proportion of twin 
to single births was 1 to 115. In the preceding year, the 
proportion was 1 to 126. 

The twin children of Irish parentage make 40.54 per cent. 
of the whole number. 

There was one case of triplets, and a birth of a child of 


Indian parentage. 
Ill. STILLBIRTHS. 1871. 


Males. | Females. beecally Males, } Females. Ms 
January .... 28 10 SLY es vases boils 28 20 3 
HNebruary ... 21 21 1 || August: 39. 0. 38 16 
MEOrel; « ss. « 31 17 September... 26 20 
S| 22 20 1. || October 2°... 35 14 
I oS 35 20 2 || November... 17 19 1 
GOs ss 3 ss 19 16 8 ||December ... 25 14 
325 207 ae 
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It will be seen that the male stillbirths exceed the female 
by no less than 118. Those of foreign parentage make 66.48 
per cent. of the whole number. Those of Irish parentage 
make 39.59 per cent. 

There were twelve stillborn children of colored parents, 
or one to-8 of those bornalive. Among the whites, the ratio 
was one to 16. 


| MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages recorded during the year was 
8,714, an increase of 222 compared with the preceding year, 
or an increase of 6.36 per cent. during that period. | 

The number and percentage of the marriages in each 
month will be seen in the following table : — 


MONTHS. Marriages. | Per cent. . MONTHS. Marriages. | Per cent. 
January «seers 344 9.26 BULVite Vel rs cau seiapiotes 288 7.76 
February .....- 313 8.43 PUTHGURG 5 5s. pe 254° rage 
WiarCh Sia seidieits to v's 157 4,23 September. .... 331 8.90 
yeh eae Te tea, 304 8.19 |! Octoberr...... 422 11.36 
INAV). Veuisie rey sl ts uen'e 284 7.65 November. . 2.5» hit 11.95 
UMMC) |) wie cute le 6 fe 321 8.64 December Fo. Heres 252 6.79 


No less than 23.32 per cent. of the marriages occurred in 
the months of October and November. The marriages in 
March (the season of Lent) made only 4.23 per cent. of the 
whole number. ‘The average number of marriages on each 
day of the year was 9.83. 
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IV. MARRIAGES.— BIRTHPLAOCES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES, 


a AUR Dueera bepoee abe ira 
BIRTHPLACES OF GROOMS. i | a! “ 4 oo L 3 > & 8 é 
8 |. a ae | 3 E oS Pemba tay | hee 
ee Sa its Nag oe) ee at a =a ae 3 
St SpseSlsster2bree | s | Bh A iS 
Mia l/oOn|HAs llama /olosi[p] a 
Boston Repeater ees + 6 «6 |°259| 61 87 15| 46 1 ByGl ted Sites 493 
Other places in the State .. .| 135] 186) 144 L026 ene 2 35; 1 1; 3) 498 
Other States)... « . + 3 -| 168} 123 3881 23). 39 3 78 2 7 1 820 
England and Wales ....| 19) 20 15 41; 19} 6 24; 1 Bina’ « 147 
Ireland... 2.2.54 oS) as CE kf LSU OES Gel Ts re eh EEL) OTS 
Scotland ee 6s" 6 ©. a7 @ @ 6 4 4 4 + 2 11 10 ye oe a a e 6 43 
British American Provinces| 51] 23 45 6} 46 2 224). Lio. 398 
Germany .% «ove ss we} Sl} 18 16 Tipe 3 14] 114 DAN 222 
Other foreign places. ...| 138} 5 7 4) 10/.. 2) 10 58}. .» 109 
Unknown ee 8 8-446 Ore 82 5.8 @ 1 Ll 6 eel retieulirete Ao ad Ge a 3 6 


Totals » «+ «© « «© «| 748/ 405 717| 128] 990] 29] 487) 132 75| 8) 3,714 


The number of marriages of which both parties were na- 
tive-born was 1,469 (the preceding year there were 1,414), 
or 39.55 per cent. of the whole number. The whole number 
of native-born grooms (including half of those who are re- 
corded as unknown) was 1,814, or 48.84 per cent. of all 
the grooms. The Irish-born grooms make 26.33 per cent. of 
the entire number. 

The number of marriages, of which both parties were for- 
éign-born, was 1,505, or 40.52 per cent. of all the marriages, 
and exceed by one per cent. those of which both parties were 
native-born. 

, There were 2,209 marriages, of which one or both parties 
were native-born, making 59.48 per cent. of all the marriages. 

The Irish-born brides make 26.65 per cent. of all the 


brides, and 53.65 per cent. of those who were foreign-born. 
2 
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RATIO OF MARRIAGES TO POPULATION. 


U. States. | England. Treland. Scotland. | British Prov. | Germany. 


—— | EC fF | | z=» 


Grooms. . 1 in 89.60 1 in 40.75 1 in 58.18 1 in 41.74 1 in 34.72 1 in 29.88 
Brides ..| lin 87.15 1 in 46.69 1 in 57.47 1 in 61.90 Lin 28.37 1 in 50.26 


It will be seen that the proportionate number of German 
grooms largely exceeds those of any other nationality. Hs- 
pecially is this true, when compared with the native-born 
grooms. ‘The above table shows that one male in each 29.88 
of the German population (comprising natives of Austria, 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, etc.) married during the year ; 
while there was only one native-born groom in 89.60 of the 
native population. As the ratio of marriages to the entire 
population was 1 in 67.45, the comparatively small number 
of marriages among the native-born will be apparent. 


V. MARRIAGES.—AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. E 3 é e 3 3 S E “ E 
3 |3 | 2 | seg jee | s | ¢ |e 
P| _|_ 8 | Sos |S ee 
Under 91 oie 5 a] adhd.) 80 4 Tie ai] coe | oe 2 | + 0 nd eet 
Dito Ob ree at ae 331 | 717| 114] 18 5 MAN) RE BRP 
25to30.....| 152} 669; 430] 84 Zhocale cole c ofe 6 nian tana 
BO tra saves oie 82} 217 | 300 | 244 | 20]. 2]... |. «| sw op ee 
401050... 2; 20; 34] 121] 37 Zlews[oo-fe «| 26] 582 3 
BOG 80ie ee ie ga dteee 2) 10 {220s es SO 1|../<|s + a) | 
}60 070». uclee se]. L1}se.h Th | 6l...| 2 
Over [0 ere aN iete etic ete | sike i's | come i catteeloe cee 4s sve [6 vople tienen) ne | 
TIEN OW re beable Naa BERR Me e20,| ehne re? nee Reen eee oa Gein isa] Velie. bool envestee 2 Pills Reale ; 
Totala ...| 564 {1,650 | 892| 490| 90| 18] 1| 1|...{8,714|... 
Per cent. .. 46.19 144.50 | 24.02 |18.19.|-2.42 1 48 |..-~|. ... 1s «et een 


Of the whole number of grooms, only 8.18 per cent. were 
over 40, and 30 per cent. over 30 years of age atthe time 
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of marriage. Less than three per cent. of the brides were 
above 40 years of age, and only 16.20 above 30. There 
were 82 grooms under 21 years of age; of these, four mar- 
ried brides between 25 and 30; and one married a bride be- 
tween 30 and 40. There were two grooms between 25 and 
30 who married brides between 40 and 50. ‘Two others, 
near their fiftieth year, married brides under 20. Another 
two, between 50 and 60, married brides between 25 and 
30. One ancient groom, who had nearly reached his three- 
score years and ten, chose as his bride a maiden between 
20 and 25. 

The number of male minors married was 82 (one being 
17 years of age, and five 18 years of age), of whom 13 married 
minor brides. The number of minor brides was 86, two being 
14 years of age, four 15, fifteen 16, and sixty-five 17 years of 
age. 

The youngest couple married was a youth of 17 to a 
maiden of 16. 

In 535 instances, the brides were older than their grooms. 
VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 


GROOMS. 
First. Second. Third. Totals. 
Wirst Marriage. .........-. 2,952 410 3 3,196 
RI ts fg ws 6 tt 8 oe 309 241 9 470 
Third BEER & o*s 5 6 © eo 0 6 28 152 2 45 
DME, Dig > se oe + ws ja ih oe ie ee a 3 
ES ee ee 3,290 512 14 3,714 


The first marriages of the males make 86 per cent. of the 
whole number; and the first marriages of the females make 
88.58 per cent. During the preceding year the percentage 
in each case, respectively, was 85.50 and 88 per cent. 

The table shows that one groom, who had been three times 
widowed, was married to a spinster; while two others, simi- 
larly bereaved, married widows. There were 45 grooms 
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who had been twice widowed, 28 of whom married spinsters, 
and two married brides who had twice before drawn prizes in 
the matrimonial lottery. © . 

Of the grooms, 3,158 were residents of Boston at the time 
of marriage; 862 resided in other towns. in the Common- | 
wealth; and 194 belonged to other States. Of the brides, 
3,346 belonged in Boston, 222 in other towns, and 146 in 
other States. | 

The number of colored couples married was 114, an in- 
crease of 30 compared with the preceding year. Including 
the mixed» marriages (colored with white, of which there 
were 28), the number is in the ratio of one marriage to 
80.57 of the colored population. The ratio of the whites 
was 1 in 68.62. 

The following table will show the ratio of births, mar- 
riages, and deaths of each race to their respective popula- 
tions : — ) 


¢ 


Births. Marriages. Deaths. - 
VVANILO tts Lecmte Madictta velba. ailicne’ ve ce), ete ate 1 in 29,20 1 in 68.62 lin 42.87 
OOlONACT remreare Welle ot elie talks) a rame vameee 1 in 36.29 1 in 30.57 1 in 27.66 


It will be seen by the above table, that while the propor- 
tionate number of marriages among the colored population 
greatly exceed those of the whites, the number of deaths is 
very much larger, while the births fall considerably below 
those of the whites. There were 30 more deaths of colored 
persons than there were births. Even the marriages ex- 
ceeded the births by 18. 3 

The occupations of more than half of the grooms (56.16 
per cent.) are given in the following table : — 


eR SER 
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The number of certificates of marriage issued during the 
year was 4,288. | 


DEATHS. 


There were 5,888 deaths in Boston during the year 1871, 
a decrease of 210 compared with the number registered in the 
preceding year, making the ratio of deaths to the population 
according to the U. S. census of 1870, 23.50 to one thousand 
living. In the preceding year the ratio was 24.34. 

The following table shows how the mortality of Boston 
compares with that of some other cities. It gives the ratio 
of deaths to one thousand persons living in each city : — ; 


Wew Orleans.| New York. Boston. Philadelphia. | San Francisco.,) St. Louis. 


29,21 29.12 23.50 22.97 21.37 16.82 


It will be seen that there is but slight difference between 
New Orleans and New York, and between Boston and Phila- 
delphia. The contrast exhibited by St. Louis, which contains 
a population of 312,963, is remarkable. 

The following is a comparative statement of the number 
and percentage of deaths in each quarter of the last two 
years : — 


1871. 1870. 


Males. | Females.| Totals. | Per cent.|| Deaths. | Per cent. 


Re, ee ee ee eS eee 


January—March .... 721 690 1,411 23,97 1,395 24,88 
pele=Jote si... .-. 667 632 1,299 22,06 1,814 | 23.48 
July—September.... 897 945 1,842 | 31.28 1,983 28.28 
October—December.. . 670 666 1,336 22.69 1,406 23.36 

2,055 2,933 5,888 | 100.00 || 6,098 | 100.00 


The deaths of females in the third quarter exceeded those 
of males during the same period by 48. 
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VIL. DEATHS.—BIRTHPLACES. 


Males. Females. Totals. Per cent. 
Boston, we serves ccenesas 1,509 1,310 2,819 47.88 
Other places in the State. ....e- 252 316 568 9.65 
Remainder of New England. .... 201 235 436 7.41 | 
Other States. 2... ee cececee 79 76 155 | 2.63 
England and Wales. ...+c.ces+e;) 66 60 126 2.14 
APEIGNG Maley 6 eye 6 6.6 +e. 6.6 8 6 598 726 1,324 22.48 
Scotland. 2.2 ec cee seve ves 22 17 39 .66 
British American Provinces. ... . 114 128 242 4.11 
Germany and North Europe..... 58 37 95 1.61 
Other foreign places «2.2. e.eeces 39 18 57 97 
Unknown «eee sv ese esvves AG 10 27 46 


The above table shows, that of all the native-born dece- 
dents, the males exceed the females by 104; while the female 
decedents of foreign birth exceed the males of foreign 
nativity by 89. 

Of the whole number who died, those born in the United 
States make 67.79 per cent. Of the foreign-born decedents, 
those born in Ireland make nearly 70 per cent. of the whole 
number. 


City REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 15 


VII. DEATHS. — PARENTAGE. 


. 1871. 1870. 
BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS. 
Deaths. Per cent. Deaths. Per cent. 

Boston. +2 esos cee ese ees 342 5.81 322 oe 
Other places in the State. ....... 485 8.24 ; 
Remainder of New England...... 619 10.51 ae ee 
Other States. y 1s tt tte te 8 175 2.97 262 4,29 
England and Wales ........--| 281 3.92 225 3.69 
Sreland « a-s «. ; 50 CRC 2,822 47.93 2,985 48.95 
BGOMONG els tbs es tw ek th ee 88 1.49 70 1.14 
British American Provinces ...... 319 5.42 293 4.84 
Germany and N. Europe. .....c.e-. 276 4.69 337 §.52 
Other foreign places . 1. 2 os. e esse 159 2.70 153 2.50 
RIGO aw wins os ee 6 tt ee 372 6.32 865 5.98 

MEME ates exis + ee «| 5,888 100.00 6,098 | 100.00 


The whole number of decedents of native parentage, in- 
cluding half of those whose birthplaces were unknown, was 
1807, 30.69 per cent. of the whole number. The dece- 
dents of Irish parentage make 47.93 per cent. of all who died, 
and 69.15 per cent. of those who were of foreign-born 
parentage. About 25 per cent. only of those who died were 
of New England parentage. 

The following table shows the parentage and percent- 
age of the decedents, according to the nativity of their fa- 
thers, compared with a similar statement of the births for the 
years 1870-71 : — 


1871. 1870. 


Births. | Per ct.||Deaths.| Per ct.|| Births. | Per ct.||Deaths.| Per ct. 


Foreign fathers . .| 5,727 | 66.94 || 3,850 | 65.89 || 5,422] 67.00|| 4,245 | 69.61 
Native “ ..| 2,828] 33.06|| 2,038 | 34.61|/ 2,670 | 33.00|| 1,853] 30.39 


8,555 | 100.00 5,888 | 100.00 8,092 | 100.00 6,098 | 100.00 
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It will be observed, that the percentage of decedents of 
native fathers is nearly two per cent. greater than the per- 
centage of births of the same class; while the opposite result 
is witnessed in regard to the decedents of foreign-born fath- 
ers. This is the reverse of the result seen in last year’s 
table. . | 
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It will be seen by the above table, that over 27 per cent. 
of the decedents were under one year of age; 40.68 per 
cent. were under five years; 43.36 under 10; and 48.54 did 
not reach their twentieth year. Of the 143 who died be- 
tween 80 and 90, only 39 were males; and of the 29 who 
were over 90 only eight were males. 

There were two female decedents, of the ages of 105 and 
101, respectively. 

Of the children who died under one year (1,597), no less 
than 1,092 (68.38 per cent. of the whole number) were chil- 
dren of foreign parentage. There were 123 children who 
died on the day of their birth.. Of these, 82 were children 
of foreign parentage. 

There were 796 decedents between 1 and 5; of these, 602 
(75.63 per cent. of the whole number) were of foreign par- 
entage. 

Of those who died between 5 and 10 years (158), no less 
than 131 (82.91 per cent.) were children of foreign-born 
parents. ag 

The number who died between 10 and 15 was 99, only 
32 of whom were children of native-born parents. 

X. FOREIGN-BORN DECEDENTS ABOVE FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE. 


is 3s 3 |g8| 2 £ 
. as rs) f= fee 
AGES. a dees z = & aa] og BS Totals. | Per ct. 
Teo Behe jee 8 \aeme 
Aca onl a fy OO eS 
TD abOpalimeciemedie te teen cas 204. 48 29 10 46 9 10 152 74.51 
20 TOVGO te tw bear eneris rela 699 211 22 3 94 15 14 359 51.36 
SO EOT SUL Ueieltsk @eierae ns 585 e? 18 5 49 19 17 360 61.54 
AO tOLOUmmapre nett aie felts 495 259 19 7 22 21 5 3833 67.27 
50 tO p60 Gis ce wetie poileire 387 204 rf 5 10 8 6 240 62.00 
COREOEO Mca calles tists 6 365 166 13 4 9 12 2 206 56.44 
MOLTO ESO Wet cite ete arate fa’s 829 128 11 4 7 4 2 156 47.41 
SOTEG WoO er iieinathie ae te! us 148 48 ihe ents 2 2 1 54 37.76 
OVeroOORe ces dicate teue be 29 9g 2 1 oe" e 2 os oe. 14 48 .27 
a | el a Le Cay eee ey : 
MOCHIB ta (oie caste meas 3,236 || 1,825 122 39 239 92 57 1,874 i 
Pere Cevite meme ene is 64.96 || 40.94 | 3.77 | 1.20 | 7.89 | 2.84 | 1.77 57.91 


a 
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The second column of the above table shows the whole num- 
ber and percentage of the decedents above fifteen years of age ; 
the last two columns the number and percentage of those 
who were foreign-born, and who died in the periods of life 
specified in the first column ; and the last two horizontal lines 
the number and percentage of the decedents of each nation- 
ality. It will be seen that the whole number of those who 
died above 15 years was 3,236 (54.96 per cent. of all who 
died), of which 1,874 (58 per cent of all who died above 
that age) were foreign-born. The decedents born in Ireland 
make 71 per cent. of all who were foreign-born. 

The number of decedents who were married at the time of 
death was 1,600 (880 males and 720 females), making 58.50 


‘per cent. of the males dying above that age, and 53.25 per 


cent. of the females. Of the males, 529, and of the females, 
433, were foreign-born. Among the decedents, 108 were 
widowers, and 508 widows. Of the former, 55, and of the 
latter, 302 were foreign-born. 

The number of interments in the city proper during the 


| year was 97; in South Boston, 138; and at East Boston, 


90. . 
The number of bodies removed from tombs in the ceme- 
teries in the city and taken elsewhere for interment was 190. 
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Accidents. —'There were 233 deaths from accidental 
causes, embracing 26 from burns and scalds, and 30 from 
drowning —an increase of 13 over the number recorded in 
the preceding year. These deaths make nearly 4 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. 

Apoplexy. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
105 — 51 males and 54 females — an increase of 12 com- 
pared with the preceding year. 

Bowels, Infl. of. —'There were 72 deaths thus recorded — 
32 males and 40 females — an increase of 20 over the num- 
ber recorded in 1870. 

Brain, Dis. of. —The number of deaths thus designated 
was 268—131 males and 137 females — a decrease of 52 
compared with the record of the preceding year. The deaths 
from brain diseases make 4.55 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. 

Chol. Infantum. — There were 526 deaths from this cause 
— 281 males and 245 females — making nearly nine per cent. 
of the deaths from all causes. There were 524 deaths from 
this cause in the preceding year. 

Consumption. — The number of deaths from this disease 
was 1,080 —479 males and 601 females — an increase of 90 
over the number recorded the preceding year, making 18.34 
per cent. of the whole mortality. It will be seen that the 
ratio of deaths from consumption is one to 5.45 of the deaths 
from all other causes. 

The ratio of deaths from this cause to the mortality of 
each of the last five years respectively, is seen in the follow- 
ing table : — 


1867. 1868. 1869. 1870. 1871. 


——r 


lin 5.77 1 in 6.36 1 in 6.03 1 in 6.16 Lin 5.45 


The percentages in the same years were as follows: — 


7 
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| 1867. 186s. 1869. 1870. 1871. 


Percent. ve << | 17.33 15.72 16.57 16.23 18.34 


The number of deaths from this disease in each quarter is 
given in the following table : — 


QUARTERS. Deaths. | Per cent. QUARTERS. Deaths. | Per cent. 
i 
January—Mareh... 276 25.56 || July—September . . 270 25.00 
April—June..... 275 25.46 October — December . 259 23.98 


The birthplaces of those who died from consumption are 
seen in the following table : — 


BIRTHPLACES. Males. | Females.| Totals. | Per cent. 
United States... 2. ee cw we we cee es 200 227 427 39.53 
BIRO ey asso 6s tet tt th ee et 171 231 402 37.22 
BMQIANd ss ew te tt te tt te ee 14 18 32 3.00 
CGO NGG teNeliwllcl ss 6 6,06 6 06 6 ee es 5 3 8 74 
British American Provinces... ..«+s+s.s+> 28 47 75 6.93 
SeURMMIIU OM Gaseiais 4 ¢ 0 60 6 060 ee oe 9 16 25 2.31 
Other Foreign Places... -.+e++se eee 11 7 18 1.66 
Children (under 15 years) of Foreign Parents. . 41 52 93 8.61 

~ 479 | 601 | 1,080 | 100.00 


It will be seen that 39.53 per cent. of those who died 
from consumption were native-born, and that 61.56 per cent. 
of the remainder were natives of Ireland. The proportion 
of the decedents of native birth to the whole native popula- 
tion was 1 death to 380. Of those born in England, 1 to 
187; British A. Provinces, 1 to 184; Ireland, 1 to 142; 
Germany, 1 to 263; Scotland, 1 to 224. 
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Wards. | Deaths.| Per ct.|| Wards.| Deaths.| Per ct. Hospitals. Deaths.|Per cent. 


1...| 6a | 69s || 9°. .|. .40 | 3:70 || Oonsumptive Hosps/e mine 
Dilly os 126 11.67 10 a. 42 3.89 St. Ann’s Inf. Asy. 24 
Bees 67 620-411 6. 42 3.89 || Carney Hospital . 23 
4.. 31 2.87 Ue 58 5.387 ||Deer Island... 20 
16.00 

oe 52 4,82 MED een 30 2.79 City Hospital. .. 18 
Gene + 389 3.61 4... 33 3.05 || Mass. Hospital. . 9 
7...{ 145 | 13.43 |/}15 ..| 64 | 5.98 || Lunatic Hospital. 6 
84 421} 3.89 || 16 .. 82 | 2.96 || Other Hospitals . 9 

fy 3 Rea a Ws Gide Sep te ys 173 


The deaths in wards 2 and 7 make 29.88 per cent. of 


all the deaths from this cause in the wards. The deaths. 


in the several hospitals make 16 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber, and 4 per cent. more than occurred in the same places in 
the preceding year. | 

The following table exhibits the ages of the decedents 
from consumption, together with the percentage of deaths ac- 
cording to sex : — 


CO SO SC J SO NN OO! SS OO 


Sex. M.) F.|M.} FB. | M. | | MR POM | | Ma BS ee | F 
Deaths. 21 | 18 | 13 | 23 | 14 | 15 | 24 | 52 | 148 | 191 | 103 | 119 | 74] 93 | 82, 90 
Per cent. gail 2.99 at a 2.92] 2.50 ha 8.65 pee si i esha 17,12]14.98 


It will be seen by the above that 10 per cent. of the males, 
and 9.32 per cent. of the females, died under 15 years of 
age. Five per cent. of the males, and 8.65 per cent. of the 
females, were between 15 and 20. 52.40 per cent. of the 
males, and 51.58 per cent. of the females, died between 20 
and 40; and 32.57 per cent. of the males, and, 30.45 per 
cent of the females, were above forty years of age. Under 


Se Eee 
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15 years, there is a slight difference in favor of the females ; 
between 15 and 380, the difference is 4.50 per cent. in 
favor of the males; and above 30, there is a difference of 
nearly 4 per cent. in favor of the females. 

The occupations of the males who died from consumption 
are given in the following table : — 


Laborers .... .97 | Coopers... ... 8| Brakeman.... 1) Locksmith ...i1 
Clerks ..... .45 | Cigarmakers... 3] Boilermaker... 1 Manufacturers. . 1 
Merchants, etc.. .22 | Machinists. ... 3 | Burnisher.... 1} Musician .... 1 
Mariners .....17 | Plumbers .... 3] Brass-finisher .. 1] Policeman.... 1 
Carpenters . . . .17 | Paper-hangers.. 3/ Broker ..... 1] Physician.... 1 
Mamiore. ss. ..16 | Peddlers..... Si Gurrier Wap gdes suet bol oe BOKER | s,s st ht oink 
Teamsters ....13} Bakers .«.s.s.2| Cook .....+ 1] Pianomaker... 1 
Painters ..... 8 Brewers..... 2| Oarver. ».... 1] Photographer .. 1 
Porters ...... 7 | Civil Engineers . 2 | Conductor. ... 1] Papercarrier .. 1 
Waiters, etc. ... 7} Gentlemen. ... 2} Coachman.... 1] Paper-ruler ... 1 
Shoemakers. ... 6 | Moulders 21 Confectioner... 1] Plasterer ....1 
Printers ..... 6 | Ropemakers... 2] Cabinet maker. . 1 | Real estate broker 1 
Masons...... 5; Students. .... 2 Carriage maker . 1/ Reporter ....1 
Barbers. ..... 5 | Tinsmiths .... 2] Customs Inspector 1| Sparmaker 1 
Blacksmiths ... 4 | Harnessmakers . 2/| Driver. ..... 1 Silversmith ...1 
Gardeners .... 4/ Artists. ..... 2/| Expressman... 1 Saloon-keeper.. 1 
Gilders...... 4] Farmers..... 2] Framemaker... 1/| Sailmaker.... 1 
Soldiers. ..... 4{| Trunkmakers .. 2] Fresco Painter. . 1| Weaver... 1 
Stonecutters ... 4 Agents...... 2] Fireman..... 1 | Wheelwright .. 1 
Engineers .... 4] Barkeeper.... 1] Glass-blower .. 1 Not given... .89 
Upholsterers ... 4 | Board’g-house k’pr 1 | Leather-cutter.. 1 “479 
Fishermen .... 4 | Bookbinder ... 1] Lithographer .. 1 


Laborers, clerks, merchants and traders, mariners, carpen- 
ters, teamsters and tailors make 47.18 per cent. of all the 
males who died from consumption. Laborers, alone, make 
20.25 per cent, of the whole number. 

Croup and Diphtheria. —'There were 128 deaths from these 
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causes (89 from the former, and 39 from the latter), making 
2.17 per cent. of the whole mortality. In the preceding 
year the percentage was 2.27. 

Diarrhea and Dysentery. — The number of deaths from 
these causes was 195 (139 from the former, and 56 from the 
latter), making 3.31 per cent. of the whole mortality. In 
1870, the deaths from these causes made 4.87 per cent. of 
the mortality of that year. 

Fever, Scarlet. —'The number of deaths from this disease 
was 111 (a decrease of 94 from the number reported in 
1870), making 1.89 per cent. of all the deaths. In the pre- 
ceding year the deaths from this cause made 3.36 per cent. 
of the mortality of that year. a 

Fever, Typhoid. — There were 176 deaths from this cause 
in 1871. In the preceding year there were 168. 

Heart, Dis. of. The number of deaths thus reported 
was 239 —112 males and 127 females — making 4 per cent. 
of all the deaths. In the preceding year the percentage was 
3.21. 

Hydrocephalus. — The number of decedents from this 
cause was 138 (the preceding year 134), making 2.34 per 
cent. of all who died. 

Marasmus. —'This convenient term is made to designate 
217 deaths, and 8.68 per cent. of the whole mortality. It is 
not unlikely that this term is often pressed into service to do 
duty for others that are not entirely satisfactory. 

Nephria (Bright’s Disease). — There were 97 deaths from 
this disease (53 males and 44 females), making 1.65 per 
cent. of all the deaths. The whole number of deaths from 
diseases of the kidneys was 140, — 2.38 per cent of the en- 
tire mortality. The number of deaths from these causes in the 
preceding year was 106, — 1.72 per cent of the whole number. 

Pneumonia. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
345 —179 males and 166 females — making 5.86 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. In 1870 the percentage was 5.51. 
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Small Pox. — There were 28 deaths from this disease in 
1871. In the preceding year there were 32. 


XII. DEATHS IN WARDS AND HOSPITALS. 


e 
Wards. | Deaths.} Per ct. || Wards.| Deaths.| Per ct. Hospitals. Deaths.|Per ct. 
cae & 414 7.03 CO) gas 206 3.50 || City Hospital. ... 216 


race 705 Pre | 10... 251 4.26 ||St.Ann’sInf.Asylum| 163 
ieee 6.28 || 11 ..|. 234 | 98.98 || Mass, Hospital .. | ° 108 

195 Pap |e 410 6.96 || Carney Hospital . . 57 
Meee fee lia. .| we | s.02|lDecrtand .-..| or |( 
ae ars 239 4.06 |} 14 .. 251 4.26 || Consumptives’ Home 52 

elie ve 753 ayy Sd ia Ee 369 6.27 || Lunatic Hospital . . 27 


s+} 186 3.16 || 16 .. 224 3.81 || Other Hospitals... 47 


In wards 2 and 7, containing 21.48 per cent. of the pop- 
ulation of the whole city, the deaths made 24.76 per cent. of 
the entire mortality. On the other hand, in wards 4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 18, 14, and 16, containing 48.49 per cent. of 
the population, the deaths made only 37.35 per cent. of the 
whole number. 

The following table shows the ratio of deaths in each ward 
to the population in the same localities : — 


orton FP Oo HH 
e 


5,161 | 87.65 | 727 


Wards. Ratio. Wards. Ratio. Wards. Ratio. Wards.| Ratio. 
1 1 in 61.55 5 1 in 60.24 9 1 in 68.65 13 1 in 48, 
2 1 in 35.33 6 1 in 45.15 10° 0)) Win 62:18 14 1 in 45.35 
3 1 in 48.20 7 1 in 38.40 11 1 in 62.46 15 1 in 40.25 
4 1 in 52.40 8 1 in 60.63 12 1 in 48.49 16 1 in 54.73 


The deaths in wards 1, 5, 8, 9, and 11, containing 31.41 
per cent. of the whole population, make only 21.65 per cent. 
of the entire mortality. The deaths in ward 2, which con- 
tains 10 per cent. of the population, make 12 percent. of all 
the deaths. : 


32 


DAY. 


B. 


16. 


26. 
27. 


29. 
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XIII. DEATHS ON EACH DAY OF THE YEAR 1871. 


Jan. | Feb. | Mar. |April.| May. | June.| July. | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. 
12 11 18 12 18 13 17 18 21 18 14 AGE 
14 15 18 19 19 13 14 24 20 8 14 11 
i 11 13 8 18 15 21 17 22 19 12 10 
24 14 11 10 9 14 19 22 11 10 6 20 
16 21 14 21 19 10 24 24 16 13 11 17 
20 25 uh 11 17 13 380 16 20 20 21 17 
13 14 20 16 22 14 24 18 12 16 14 11 
14 21 14 23 Le 21 17 27 17 14 1357 +28 
14 16 12 6 a7 15 36 27 16 17 | 14 15 
10 13 15 21 16 10 36 11 24 24 14 22 
82 20 24 10 15 15 29 21 17 18 11 18 
14 14 16 15 10 12 33 19 alg 12 17 18 
12 19 19 15 17 6 33 16 19 11 18 20 
18 18 12 15 10 11 30 19 13 14 12 11 
16 20 22 18 14 15 16 13 22 16 9 14 
19 20 16 14 12 7 27 23 12 14 13 13 
15 19 12 6 16 8 27 29 14 12 20 19 
18 19 14 15 9 13 26 15 16 15 10 17 
20 15 14 10 15 14 26 20 15 11 10 15 
15 17 14 13 11 13 28 13 11 7 18 16 
16 16 10 27 12 14 27 15 16 18 24 16 
8 11 7 12 16 16 18 24 23 22 18 12 
16 14 9 12 12 10 19 19 17 21 19 14 
Il 14 16 18 15 16 20 21 8 af 13 22 
15 20 24 28 17 13 15 18 16 11 16 17 
22 16 8 10 13 22 25 22 13 14 12 15 
20 16 23 11 9 12 19 17 14 19 12 11 
8 2) 18 I 20 13 32 23 21 9 12 12 
10 1...| 16 | 1 | 2 | 15] a | ay | ‘22-1 48 
SPA Cee a 8 14 17 12 17 17 15 10 12 11 
ZOU este ieee. | * ALY Mi fei 0 a ts 25 |e « «| 10 eee 

485 | 458 | 468 | 433 | 471 | 395 | 782 | 610 | 500 | 441 | 419 | 476 
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By a recent act of the Legislature, the cemetery under the 
Trinity Church has been discontinued as a burial-place, and 
the work of removing the remiéfins from the tombs is now in 
progress. It is hoped that this wise and beneficent act will 
soon be followed by other similar ones, until all other places 


of sepulture in the city have been removed, and the last in- 


termural interment witnessed in the city of Boston. 


PHYSICIANS’ CERTIFICATES. 


Reference has repeatedly been made to the unsatisfactory 
character of some of the certificates of death given by phy- 
sicians, in the hope that the subject of complaint might he 
removed. No change, however, has taken place; the diffi- 
culties still exist, aggravated in some instances by the fact 
that the matter had been courteously brought to the notice of 
the offenders. If the certificates alluded to came from the 
hands of “irregulars,” of any name or kind, little surprise 
would be felt, no matter what might be the annoyance to the 
recording officer; but when such certificates are returned by 
members of the Medical Society, and which are in no respect 
superior to those given by the disreputable “quacks” who infest 
every community, the matter certainly deserves attention in 
higher quarters. It is reasonable to expect that professional 
pride, if nothing else, would induce respectable physicians to 
be as exact as possible in stating the cause of death; for the 
certificates, when returned, are entered on the record, and 
subsequently become proofs of ignorance, or of something 


- worse. 


Cases might be cited which would justify harsher remarks 
than the foregoing. One which occurred since the foregoing 
report was placed in the hands of the printer, was that of 
an unfortunate woman, who lost her life at the hands of one 
of those unprincipled charlatans who subsist on the vices 
and weaknesses of the imprudent. Before death, a physician, 
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a member of the Medical Society, was called in, who re- 
turned a certificate with the cause of death as “nervous 
fever.” A coroner, after a post-mortem examination, gave the 
cause as “punctured uterus, followed by pyzemia,” leaving 
no doubt as to the nature of the cause. It is impossible to 
believe that the first return was honestly made, or that the 
physician alluded to was ignorant of what had been done to 
the poor victim, or of the character of the vile fellow who 
destroyed her life. It is easily understood how one respect- 
able physician might be led to attempt to ‘extricate another 
from some unfortunate difficulty, not involving intentional 
culpability ; but it is not so easy to comprehend why the 
same effort should be made to screen the murderous work 
of an unprincipled abortionist. Such instances, and others 
less revolting, it is believed, are not infrequent, and serve to 
bring discredit on the registered causes of death. If physi- 
cians, recognized as respectable by their professional brethren, 
will for any purpose stoop to evade a manifest requirement 
of the law, or exhibit an utter indifference as to whether they 
assign the right or wrong cause of death; or, indeed, if they 
will not trouble themselves about the matter at all, what can 
be expected from those who make no claims to respectability, 
and who are allowed to practise in as irregular a manner as 
they or their unlucky patients may desire? 

The law requiring certificates of death from attending phy- 
sicians needs amendment in one particular at least. As the 
law now stands, burials may take place, or bodies removed 
from. the State even, before the certificates -of the causes of. 
death have been received by the officer who issues the permit 
to bury, thus rendering it almost impossible to detect crimes 
such as are above alluded to. The change should forbid the 
issue of a permit to inter or to remove from the city, before a 
certificate is received by the recording officer. In cases where 
there was no physician in. attendance at the time of death, or if — 
through neglect the medical attendant had failed to make out a 


Ciry REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 35 


satisfactory certificate, it should be made the duty of the regis- 
trar to call on a coroner to furnish the desired document. Such 
a provision would soon ensure prompt returns, as few physi- 
cians would a second time run the risk of having others act 
as medical wet-nurses to their defunct patients. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


' Crry Reaistrar’s OFFICE, 
Boston, May 13, 1872. 


THE MARRIAGE LAW OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


GENERAL STATUTES. CHAP. 106. 
[Secs. 1-6 relate to certain prohibited marriages. | 


SECTION 7. Persons intending to be joined in marriage shall, before 
their marriage, cause notice thereof to be entered in the office of the 
clerk or registrar of the city or town in which they respectively dwell, 
if within the State. If there is no such clerk or registrar in the place of 
their residence, the entry shall be made in an adjoining city or town. ~ 

Sect. 8. The clerk or registrar shall deliver to the parties a cer- 
tificate under his hand, specifying the time when notice of the intention 
of marriage was entered with him, together with all facts in relation to 
the marriage required by law to be ascertained and recorded, except 
those respecting the person by whom the marriage is to be solemnized. 
Such certificate shall be delivered to the minister or magistrate in 
whose presence the marriage is to be contracted, before he proceeds to 
solemnize the same. ' 

Sect. 9. If a clerk or registrar issues such certificate to’ a male 
under the age of twenty-one years, or a female under the age of 
eighteen years, having reasonable cause to suppose the person to be 
under such age, except upon the application or consent in writing of 
the parent, master, or guardian of such person, he shall forfeit a sum 
not exceeding one hundred dollars; but if there is no parent, master, or 
guardian in this State, competent to act, a certificate may be issued 
without such application or consent. 

Sect. 10. The clerk or registrar may require of any person applying 
for such certificate, an affidavit sworn to before a justice of the peace 
for the county where the application is made, setting forth the age of 
the parties; which affidavit shall be sufficient proof of age to authorize 
the issuing of the certificate. 

Sect. 11. Whoever applying for such certificate, wilfully makes a 
false statement in relation to the age or residence, parent, master, or 
guardian, of either of the parties intending marriage, shall forfeit a 
sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

SEcT. 12. When a marriage is solemnized in another State between 
parties living in this State, and they return to dwell here, they shall, 
within seven days after their return, file with the clerk or registrar of 
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the city or town, where either of them lived at the time, a certificate or 
declaration of their marriage, ineluding the facts concerning mar- 
riages by law; and for every neglect they shall forfeit ten dollars. 

SreotT. 13. No magistrate or minister shall solemnize a marriage, 
having reasonable eause to suppose either of the parties to be under 
the age mentioned in section nine, without the consent of the parent or 
guardian having the custody of the minor, if there is any in the State 
competent to act. 

Sect. 14. Marriages may be solemnized by a justice of the peace in 
the county for which he is appointed, when either of the parties resides 
in the same county; and throughout the State by any minister of the 
gospel. ordained according to the usage of his denomination, who 
resides within the State and continues to perform the functions of his 
office; but all marriages shall be solemnized in the city or town in 
which the person solemnizing them resides, or in which one or both of 
the persons to be married reside. 

Sect. 15. Marriages among the people called Friends or Quakers 
may be solemnized in the manner heretofore used and practised in their 
societies. 

SECT. 16. Every justice of the peace, minister, and clerk, or keeper 
of the records of the meeting wherein any marriages among the 
Friends or Quakers are solemnized, shall make a record of each 
marriage solemnized before him, together with all facts relating to the 
matriage required by law to be recorded. He shall also between the 
first and tenth days of each month return a copy of the record for the 
month next preceding, to the clerk or registrar of the city or town in 
which the marriage was solemnized, and shall, when neither of the 
parties to a marriage resides in the city or town in which the marriage 
is solemnized, return a copy of the record of such marriage to the 
clerk or registrar of the city or town in which one or both of said 
parties reside. All marriages so returned shall be recorded by the 
clerk or registrar. . 

SECT. 17. Every person neglecting to make the returns required 
by the preceding section shall forfeit for each neglect not less than 
twenty nor more than one hundred dollars, , 

SEcr. 18. A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons in 
marriage contrary to the provision of this chapter, knowing that the 
matriage is not duly authorized, shall forfeit not less than fifty nor 
more than one hundred dollars. 

SecT. 19. Whoever undertakes to join persons in marriage, knowing 
that he is not authorized so to do, shall be imprisoned in the jail or 
confined to hard labor for a term not exceeding six months, or pay a 
fine of not less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars. 
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Sxor. 20. [Unintentional informality does not invalidate marriages 
in other respects lawful. | 

Secor. 21. The record of a marriage, made and kept as prescribed 
by law by the person before whom the marriage is solemnized, or 
by the clerk or registrar of any city or town, ora copy of such record 
duly certified, shall be received in all courts and places as presumptive | 
evidence of such marriage. 

Srcr. 22. [Admission of respondent, general repute, etc., competent 
evidence to prove the fact of marriage. | 

SEoT. 23. [Marriage in foreign countries by a consul or diplomatic 
agent valid, and certificate of such consul or agent presumptive evi- 
dence thereof. | 


[Statutes of 1867. Chapter 58.] 
AN ACT RELATING TO THE MARRIAGE OF NON-RESIDENT PARTIES. 


SECTION 1. Persons living without the Commonwealth and intending 
to be joined in marriage within the Commonwealth, shall, before their 
marriage, cause notice of their intention to be entered in the office of 
the clerk or registrar of the city or town in which they propose to have 
the marriage solemnized; and no marriage between such parties shall 
be solemnized until they have delivered to the justice of the peace, or 
minister in whose presence the marriage is to be contracted, a certificate 
from such clerk or registrar, specifying the time when notice of the 
intention of marriage was entered with him, together with all the facts 
in relation to the marriage required by law to be ascertained and 
recorded, except those respecting the person by whom the marriage is 
to be solemnized. 

Sror. 2. Marriages may be solemnized by a justice of the peace in 
the county for which he is appointed. 

Srot. 38. A justice of the peace or minister who joins persons in 
marriage contrary to the provisions of this act, shall forfeit not less 
than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. 


Approved March 11, 1867. 
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REPORT. 


To tHE Crry Counctn :— 


The undersigned respectfully submits the following Re- 
port of the Births, Marriages and Deaths in the City of 
Boston, during the year 1872. 


BIRTHS. 


There were 9,270 births registered in the City of Boston in 
the year 1872. ‘This is an increase of 715, or 8.36 per cent. 
over the number recorded in 1871,—making the birth-rate 1 in 
28.59 of the population, estimated at 265,000. If the num- 
ber of still-births be added (560), the rate will appear as 1 
in 27. In the preceding year, the rate was 1 in 27.51. The 
birth-rate for each of the last twenty-four years is given in 
the following table. It will be seen that the rate was uni- 
formly the highest for the nine years ending with 1859, and 
the lowest during the war, and a few years subsequently. 


1849 | 5,031 1 in 26.61 1857 | 5,881 1 in 28.47 1865 | 6,275 1 in 36.46 


1850 | 5,226 1 in 26.56° 1858 | 5,597 1 in 30.53 1866 | 5,543 1 in 35.22 
1867 | 5,893 1 in 33.62 


1868 | 7,102 1 in 28.30 


1851 | 5 298 1 in 27.12 1859 | 5,895 1 in 29.58 
1852 | 5,256 1 in 28.00 1860 | 5,765 1 in 380.85 
1853 | 5,544 1 in 27.28 1861 | 5,789 lin al. 22 
1854 | 5,652 1 in 27.63 1862 | 5,258 lin 84. 92 


1869 | 7,405 1 in 27.54 
1870 | 8,092 1 in 30.96 
1855 | 5,766 1 in 27.83 1863 | 5,255 1 in 35.50 1871 | 8,555 1 in 30.00 


1856 | 5,866 Lin 27.95 1864 | 4,992 1 in 38,14 


Year. | Births. Rate. Year. | Births. Rate. Year.| Births, Rate. 
1872 9,270 1 in 28.59 


It is not possible, perhaps, to state with Me cis ae, eee what 
should be the legitimate natural growth of any given popu- 
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lation, as the peculiar conditions of one case, and widely 
different ones in another, might necessitate the modification 
of any conclusion arrived at. Nor can the fact be determined 
by comparison; for the birth-rate in some cities and towns 
differs materially from that of others, and all from that exist- 
ing in rural districts. But there can be no question that the 
birth-rate for Boston for the last twelve or fifteen years has 
been below the proper proportion. 


I. BIRTHS IN 1872. NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Number. Per cent. 

Both parents born in the United States. ......... "2,829 25.12 

“ ee core SM NGIAN 2) sy a lalate eee ere te 146 1.58 

3 ce nee* Trelandl Wests make tek et ome memte aed 3,205 34.58 

sc ae Poe + Beotland Uaiest a Ae: temea pees Sind ie te 62 67 

ae a ss 6 -“British American Provinces . . . . 452 4.88 

st ff ss 6 S* Germany and N. Hurope...... 521 5.62 

BC Of Ms Unmixed forelon 5 Wms uc ute stris . 141 1.52 

cs cs se Mixed forelgu T . sas aeneumde me rs 789 8.51 

Father born in United States, mother foreign. ...... 590 6.36 

‘¢ =foreign, mother born in United States. .....- 784 8.46 

s¢ porn in United States, mother unknown. ..... 5 05 

s¢ unknown, mother born in United States. . . « « « 75 81 

«¢ . foreign, mother unknown. .. ..+e2esee e 3 03 

sc “unknown, mother foreign. 4s is) sete elle e «+ 102 1.10 

Both parents unknown. ...... » io esualhe ue he dsiiel «os 66 ay fh 
Total Vihehe \suelietel se sprite 0,6 Mee Meire became eas (eis 9,270 


The above table exhibits very plainly the character of the 
materials which form the warp and woof of the population of 
Boston. It will be seen that 6,224 (67.14 per cent.) of the 
children born had foreign fathers, and 6,046 (65.22 per cent. ) 
foreign mothers. Half of those recorded as of unknown 


* Both parents of the same nativity. 
} The parents, in each instance, born in different countries. 
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fathers and mothers are embraced in each instance. Thus 
it appears that while the entire foreign-born population makes 
only 35 per cent. of the whole population, the children born 
of foreign parentage make no less than 67 per cent. of all 
the births. 

Again. The Irish population of Boston is about 22 per 
cent. of the whole population. At the same time, the chil- 
dren born whose parents were both Irish make 34.58 per 
cent. of all the births, and 51.48 per cent. of all the children 
born of foreign fathers, including as before half of the chil- ° 
dren whose fathers are recorded as of unknown nativity. In 
contrast with this, it will be seen that while the American 
population makes nearly 65 per cent. of the whole, the chil- 
dren of native fathers make only 32.84 per cent. of all the 
births. The whole number of instances in which one or 
both parents were foreign born was 3,869, or 41.74 per cent. 
of the whole number of births. 

Estimating the Irish population at 58,000, the births of 
that parentage are in the ratio of one birth in each 18.10 of 
the same population. At the same time the children born of 
American parents are in the ratio of one birth in 74.92 of 
the estimated native population of 174,500. 

The number of births in each quarter are seen in the fol- 
lowing : — 


January — March . . «2.6 +2. 6 02,213 
April— June... 6. ee swerve 2,138 


July. —Septembersi. oe vl oss <p d.cle 2,47T 
October — December ....2..e.-s 2,442 


The largest number of births (851) in any one month was 
in August, and the smallest number (695) in April. The 
births in the third quarter make nearly 27 per cent. of the 
whole number. 

The following is a comparative statement of the number 
and percentages of the births by wards, for the years 1871 
and 1872. 


o 
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2 1872. 1871. 3 1872. 1871. 

E Births. | Per Ct. | Births. | Per Ct. E Births. | Per Ct. | Births. | Per Ct. 
064 10.40 770 9,00 Gees 897 4.28 821 3.75 
999 |' 10.77 965 LIA26 ul PLOi ecm 490 5.28 423 4.95 - 

Sea ar 404 5.88 488 OAT O locate ae 420 4.58 858 4.19 


265 2.86 194 pH as bra ls 6S | 895 | 10.46 

214 2.30 268 S.18 185 Yous 363 8.91 395 4,62 
ote 306 3.80 202 SOL NTI aah 417 4.55] 871 4.34 
Sawant aero: CEA TYOT 1,859 15.89 /|15. 6.» 790 8.52 681 7.96 
Ntah's 842 3.68 359 AION IOE ACs 401 4.32 416 | 4.86 


@ a oa oa fe io] bo = 
. . ° . . - 
. 


ee | ee | | | | SS 


9,270 | 100.00 | 8,555 | 100.00 
~~ ; : eee 


It will be seen that the largest increase of births was in 
wards 1, 12, and 15, the number being 446, making 62.38 
per cent. of the whole increase. There was an increase of 
108 in the four southern wards, making 15.10 per cent. of the 
increase. ‘There was an increase of 34 births in ward 2, 6 in 
ward 3, 14 in ward 6, and 11 in ward 7. In wards 5, 8, 13, 
and 16, there was a decrease of 118 births. There were 
1,074 births in that part of ward 7 lying in South Boston. 

The number of colored births was 126, — sexes equally 
divided, — 47 less than the number of colored deaths. The 
colored population makes about 1.32 per cent. of the whole 
population, and the percentage of births is the same. The 
births were in the ratio of 1 in 27.77 of the estimated pop- 
ulation of 3,500. The births ot. white children were 1 in 
28.60 of the white population, estimated at 261,500. Dur- 
ing the last sixteen years the colored population has increased 
nearly 58 per cent., which is an annual average of 3.56 per 
cent. This increase, however, is due wholly to immigration, 
as the colored deaths each year exceed the births. 
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Il. TWIN BIRTHS. 1872. 


Both Both Male 
NATIVITY OF PARENTS. and | Totals. 
males. |females.| female. 


Both parents born in the United States ........-. 1 4 5 10 
s “England. ......, ore rene 1 1 2 
ns “ See PAPOIRNC 6 ie st Se et aerials 9 8 13 30 
- SEEMMICOUONG 6 fe ws se 0 pee’ 1 . 1 2 
af “6 ™6British American Provinces . .. 8 2 5 
4 “ SA CPATORIGAIY gle, we 6 ay ess gh 2 1 2 5 
a 2 UES Go a cetik. 1 1 1 3 

Father foreign, mother United States ........ oe a 2 2 5 
>) uuknown, mother foreign ..... +s secs 1 1 ° 2 
*¢ United States, mother foreign .......2...2. ° . 1 1 

EE OS Ser a 20 18 27 65 


The number of twin births’ was 65; an increase of nine 
from the number recorded in the preceding year. The pro- 
portion of twin to all other births was 1 in 142. In 1871. 
the ratio was 1 in 115. 

In only ten instances were both of the parents American. 
Those of Irish parentage make nearly half of the whole 
number. | 

In one instance both parents were colored, and in another 
the parents were Indians. 


III. STILL-BIRTHS. 1872. i 


Males, | Females. a eda Males. | Females. bli 
January .... 382 15 * JULY «at eves 26 14 . 
February... 23 ‘19 : AMIDUSts. (oe « 24 14 
Marah s . ... 25 14 , September . . 25 14 1 
April . 39 19 1 October. 24 17 
May ..-+.+. 34 20 . November... 28 18 2 
RAE Gigs th ue a» 86 18 1 December... 28 27 2 


Total sis /.'s - 344 209 7 
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The still-births in 1872 exceeded the number recorded in 
1871 by 17, and are in the proportion of 1 in 16.55 of those 
born alive. There were 14 colored births, making the ratio 
of one birth in 9 of the whole number of colored children 
born alive. Among the whites these births were in the ratio 
of 1 in 16.74 of all the white children born. 

The still-births of foreign parentage (including half of those 
recorded as unknown,) make 67.50 per cent. of the whole 
number. ‘Those of Irish parentage make 43 per cent. of all, 
and 64 per cent. of those of foreign parentage. 

MARRIAGES. 

The number of marriages recorded in 1872 was 3,762, 
an increase of only 48 —1.29 per cent., or 1 marriage in 
35.22 of the population. The rate in each of the last five 
census years (State and national) is seen in the following :— 


1850. 
lin 27.14 


1855. 


+ 
1860. 1865. - 1870. 
1 in 28.50 


Lin 35.24 1 in 35.26 1 in 35.87 


In 1856 the rate had fallen to 1 in 32; since which year it 
has steadily fallen still lower (with the exception of the years 
1868 and 1869, when it was 1 in 32 and 1 in 30.18 respect- 
ively), reaching its lowest point in 1870, as given in the 
above statement. 

The following table gives the number and percentage of 
marriages in each month : — | 


MONTHS. ; Marriages. | Per cent. MONTHS. Marriages. | Per cent. 
SADUALY eo gicls tells’ 342 9.09 RU] Vaaiis) oheute meets 284 7.55 
February ...--e-s 307 8.16 August. .. 2... 802 8.03 
March aemis tie ‘ome leis 167 4,44 September ..... 350 9.30 
Orit ee Tigi cen 334 8.88 11\Oetober 1% os %. ead 421 11.19 
IM AV sisinte thehtohis kaise 299 7.95 November cs. .ene 414 11.00 
JANOS 2 ee ier fe vomits 308 8.19 December . ... 234 6.22 


3,762 100.00 
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The marriages in the autumn months made 31.50 per cent. 
of the whole number; those that occurred during the winter 
and spring quarters 23.47 and 21.27 per cent. respectively ; 
while those that took place during the summer quarter made 
23.76 per cent. 


IV. MARRIAGES.—BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF GROOMS. | — tig . 3 : 3 bs es é 
elale2|sc|2i4/2e|elzel2| 3 
8\/3/5a)/82/8)/a|/e&|o|o3/8] 

PICHGMelin ial eis +1 ek « » | 216) 80 74 9 51 2) 33 5 1 470 

Other places in the State. . | 133) 165) 131 1 23 EE 40 6 1 511 

Other States ........ | 147) 142) 356 PA) SBMA Ue MeL 1 4 2| 809 

England and Wales....j| 25) 9] 12 68 | 24) J) 81 3 4 177 

CMAN G ech iciis) is) eirer cs cky, OS}. 20 19 16 | 766 2} 45 3 972 

PRCOUIATIO ed os cree ews ay 3 3 1 12 19 LT 1 60 

British American Provinces .}| 62} 38] 29 7 | 50; 2) 224 . 4 >| 416 

Germany MEEotsiie! clio eof. 25) iL 8 3 21 1 21 96 7 e| 191 

Other foreign places. ... .| 11} 38) 12 Goh ashe! (ys 9; 80 153 

TONES) WANs asiis\ [es 0 os - 1 : : aL | aes . 1 ° . 3 


TRODAIS reels ss « + os | 118} 475) 644 149 | 997) 386; 515 | 121) 104 3) 3,762 


Only 470 (12.49 per cent.) of the grooms were born in 
Boston; 511 (13.58 per cent.) in other towns of the State ; 
and 809 (21.50 per cent.) were natives of other States. By 
this it will be seen that less than 48 per cent. of the grooms 
were American-born. 

Of the brides 718 (19.08 per cent.) were born in Boston ; 
475 (12.62 per cent.) in other towns of the State; and 644 
(17.12 per cent.) were» born in other’ States, making» the 
native-born brides 47 per cent. of the whole number. | 

The number of instances in which both groom and_ bride 
were American-born was only 1,4438,— 38.36 per cent. ‘The 

9 ; 
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number of American grooms who married foreign brides 
was 349 (9.27 per cent.) ; and the number of foreign brides 
who married native grooms was 347, 

The number of marriages in which both parties were for- 
eign-born was 1,578,— 42 per cent. of the whole number. 
The number of instances in which one or both parties were 
foreign-born was 2,319, or 61.64 per cent. 

The Irish grooms make 25.84 per cent., and the Irish 
brides 26.50 per cent. respectively, of all the grooms and 
brides. 

The above relative proportions of the foreign and native 
marriages appear from year to year with but slight varia- 
tion; the former element, however, exhibiting generally a 
slight increase. 


V. MARRIAGES.— AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. a oe Ss Ss S Ss S 5 = 
Silelsj)e|e)s |e) tse 
5|al sls |S 13) 6) ea 

(Opell Gg Go A ae 49 83 5 2 is ars roe eas 89 | «2.387 
PAL NRORPASY cis GeeciGuaca vO ate 845 745 135 10 1 ce oe ¢ « | 1,236 82.85 
MOUOLOO)Ne We le) ele) ee 133 660 AO 1H eet 1 ee ee + © | 1,296 34.45 
SOTO'A0 Me eisiie | + vs oe 31 235 302 248 13 ee ore ee 829 22.04 
AO TOID0 Ss ells terete se 2 20 60 106 39, 2 e oe 229 6.09 
DOMOsO0 Mel tes leite ee! +6 ire ee 2 7 19 21 7 1 1 58 1.54 
COMO One memtet ate iam evs ee ee es 2 12 4 2 ee 20 -53 
Over 10 van «les ae ents! || Mane ° 4 ee I ‘ 5 13 
Unknown.....-. A . ° : ere 
A MOVED Io Si OGead =o eheg 560 | 1,695 940 458 91 13 4 1 | 3,762 

IPeErsCent %. se) one 14.89} 45.05) 24.98] 12.17) 2.42 Rst9) -10} + « +] + + «| 100.00 


Over 67 per cent. of the grooms were between 21 and 30 
years of age at the time of marriage; 2.37 per cent. were 
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minors. Of these last, 8 were 18 years of age. There were 
9 minor grooms who married brides under 18 years. One of 
these youths (19 years old) married a maiden of 14, —the 
youngest couple recorded. Another youth of 20 married a 
bride of the mature age of 35. One groom of the ripe age 
of 83 became the husband of a lady 43 years his junior; 
another of 70 married a bride of 43; and still another of 
72 united himself to a bride 29 years younger, while one of 
77 contented himself with a bride of 45. And lastly one of 
35, and another of 36, became the husbands: of two misses 
of the respective ages of 16 and 17. 

Over 70 per cent. of the brides were between 20 and 30, 
and but 2.87 per cent. above 40. 

In 448 instances the brides were older than the grooms. 


VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 

First. Second. Third. Fourth. Totals. 
First marriage . ..... 2,967 243 2 1 8,213 
Second marriage ..... 833 164 6 ° 503 
Third marriage ...... 20 19 5 ° 44 
Fourth marriage . .... 5 1 ° 2 
ANGIE oo A 3,321 427 13 1 3,762 


The singular predilections of some candidates for matri- 
mony are given in the above table. First may be seen a bach- 
elor, who chose for his companion one who had three times 
before enacted the same part; followed by two others whose 
brides had been previously twice widowed. Two grooms, 
who had been three times widowed, chose as their brides a 
spinster and a widow respectively. 3,213 of the grooms, 
and 3,321 of the brides, were candidates for matrimony for 
the first time. 
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The number of colored marriages was 101, a decrease of 
13 from the preceding year, or 1 marriage in 17.32 of the 
population. The following comparative statement exhibits 
several interesting facts : — 


Births to Population. |Marriages to Populati’n. 


Deaths to Population. 


A 


@olovedsrtesc cst LS Oy ariyd 1 in 17.32 


Whites ).024.). | 1 in 28.60 1 in 35.71 1 in 33.00 
1 in 20.23 


The above ratios are given in reference to the white and 
colored populations respectively. It will be seen that the * 
number of colored births was proportionably larger than that 
of the whites—a very unusual occurrence—while the marriages 
of the same race were proportionably more than double. On 
the other hand, it will be seen that the death-rate of the col- 
ored population was much larger than that of the white. . 
The colored births exceeded the colored marriages by 
only 25, while the deaths exceeded the births by no less 
than 47. 

The occupations of more than half the grooms are given in 
_the following table : — 


Waborers 5s. 2 oc es ve Ola. | Merchants etCsren seis te 198 | Machinists .\.ihetelten siremeteat 


CEPI ek va 00) 6 es oe We 305 | Mariners... 4°...» » »191 | Painters. J a ua) eee 
Carpenters . . » ss . 264.| Teamsters... ..  -129 | Shoemakers. .. .. 4 80 


Of the grooms, 3,215 were residents of Boston, 381 of 
other towns in the State, and 166 belonged to other places. 
Of the brides, 3,397 belonged to Boston, 229 to other ON 
and 1386 came from other States. 

The number of certificates of marriage issued was 4,424, 
an increase of 136 over the number issued in 1871. 


Vy 
? + a> 
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DEATHS. 


The number of deaths in Boston in 1872 was 8,090, 
2,202 more than were recorded in 1871. This is an increase 
of no less than 37.40 per cent., and makes the death-rate to 
be 32.76 in the estimated population of 265,000, or 30.53 
deaths in a thousand. 

There were only three years within the last sixty in which 
the death-rate exceeded or approximated that of 1872, viz., 
1847, when it was 31 in 1,000; 1848, when it was 28.50; 

_and in 1849, when it reached 38 in 1,000. In the two years 

first named, typhus fever and diarrheal disorders prevailed 
to a great extent, and the cholera epidemic distinguished 
1849. In 1847 there were 666 deaths from typhus, and 
about 500 from diarrhoeal causes. In the following year 
there were 258 deaths from typhus, and 750 from intestinal 
diseases, embracing cholera infantum, cholera morbus, 
diarrhcea, and dysentery. In 1849 the cholera caused the 
death of 658 (including 47 deaths from cholera morbus), 
typhus 149, and diarrhceal disorders over 700. In each of 
the three years named the proportion of deaths from the 
causes specified to the whole number of decedents in each of 
the same periods, respectively, was 30.26, 27.51, and 29.67 
per cent. In 1872, the percentage of deaths from the same 
causes was 15.41, and in 1871 it was 16.15. 

From a consideration of the foregoing facts, it is evident 

that the mortality in 1872 was not owing to the diseases 
which prevailed in 1847, 1848, and 1849. Nor was this 
large mortality chargeable to the existence of small-pox, 
which was epidemic during the latter part of the year. The 
number of deaths from variolous diseases was 7388, making 
9.12 per cent. of the whole mortality. If the whole number 
of these deaths are left out of the record, the general mor- 
tality would exceed that of 1871 by 4.50 in a thousand. 

The following table gives the number of deaths in ten of 
the principal cities of the Union during the past year, to- 
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gether with the number of decedents in each 1,000 of the 
estimated population of each city respectively, compared 
with a similar exhibit of the preceding year. 


Rate per 1000 in| Rate per 1000 in 
1872. 1871. 


Cities. 


INC WHY OLR sist Be! she 
Wew Orleans. ..... 
IBOSEOMUsiismetterie! «1 el si ce 
IBLOOKY My cise (eh eo) 
HICROO . o's css es 
Philadelphia ...... 
LUG] ALOMGS OYE ry coe Ge cach GMO 
SALONS terse ve hen is) 6 1s 
CUACIMMAW see tie sn le es 


iePIOMISces ate doo Ds 


Population. 


1,000,000 


200,000 


Z £65,000 


415,000 


367,293 


750,000 


60,000 


280,000 


250,000 


400,000 


Deaths. 

32,647 32.64 
6,122 30.60 
8,090 30.53 

12,458 30.00 

10,156 27.60 

19,710 26.28 
1,714 28.58 
7,262 25.94 
5,116 20.46 
8,057 20.14 


29.12 
29.21 
23.50 
25.65 
21.46 
22.97 
33.53 
21.74 
16.82 


It will be seen by the above table that, with the exception 
of Richmond and Cincinnati, there was an increase in the 
mortality in each of the cities named during the year, com- 
pared with the preceding year. 
the causes of this increase of the mortality, they were pretty 
generally distributed, and not confined to the City of Boston, 
or to any one section of the country. 

The number and percentage of deaths in each quarter of 
the years 1872 and 1871 are given in the following : — 


January — March. . 
April—June..... 
duly —September.. . 


October— December . 


Males. 


1872. 


Femal’s| Totals. 


Whatever might have been 


Per Ct. ||Males. | Femal’s 


858 
849 


1,697 
1,777 


20.97 721 
21.97 667 
31.04 897 
26.02 670 


1871. 


690 
632 


Totals. 


1,411 


Per Ct. 


23.97 
22.06 


eS ny pe a paneer Sante eee nee eee 


100.00 || 2,955 
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The excess of the male over the female decedents in the 
first six months was 60; in the last half of the year, 284,— 
being an excess during the year of 344. In 1871 there 
were but 22 more male than female decedents. The average 
annual excess of the males over the female decedents 
for the ten years ending with 1871 was 109. The relative 
proportions of the deaths and births during the same period 
are embraced in the following : — 


Years. Births. | Years. Births. Years. Deaths. Years. Deaths. 
LS62ien 3 3 _ 5,258 | TaGine.. - 5,893 1862)... 4,120 SG (etree 4,421 
1863... | 5,255 1868 . | 7,102 186365 6 4,699 1863) fer. 5,519 
ABB ET. pe ce 4,992 1869 .. 7,405 1864... 5,111 DS69Rrers 5,523 
860707.) « 5,275 1870 .. 8,092 LSGDm curs 4,541 TRO aii 6,098 
1866)... 5,543 LSiL es 8,555 1866 . | 4,379 LST crs 5,888 


Whole number of births. .... 63,370 Whole number of deaths . . .| 50,299 


The annual average of births during the period embraced 
in the above table was 6,337. The average of deaths 
was 5,030; showing an excess of births over deaths for 
the whole period of 13,071, or an annual average of R7.13.07, 
In 1872 the births exceeded the deaths by 1,180. 


? 
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VII. DEATHS.—BIRTHPLACES OF DECEDENTS. 


Males 
HSOSUOM ie Helieue) oul tien io Lelie ee fox q) 9/ye 2,050 
Other places in the State. .... ove 3884 
Remainder of New England ...... 301 
(OTHSTUSPAGCB sits ie lis be? s cee ss) es * 131 
England and Wales... 2 e+-eee-s 92 
MOLAR Cie Relie Wal caicejeiis. ‘s/s te oleile u@urel te 834 
BGOuaNG Heys ttiuee! st's were, 'e as) le) oe o 29 
British American Provinces ...e.. 212 
Germany and North Europe. ..... 93 
Other foreign places . . + ee sss 0- 69 
GMO Wellies bs. Reehs ef 8 len ve-peuier top emioielte 22 
ETNOLALS tie Me! eels! (0! 856 er yeh eure edhe diehiie 4,217 


Females. 


From the above table it is seen that 68 per cent. of the 
decedents were native-born — very nearly identical with the 
proportion of the preceding year. . Of the foreign decedents, 
those born in Ireland make 64.14 per cent. 
ing year the percentage of this class was nealy 70. 31.78 per 
cent. of the male, and 82.50 per cent. of the female dece- 


dents were foreign-born. 


Totals. 


Per Cent. 


ee SS 


In the preced- 


Birthplaces of Parents. 


ae ee 
Other places in the State 


Remainder of New Minclandic. ois sms » 


Other States 


England and Wales 


LESS 56 bebe. 6S eee 


British American Provinces 
Germany and North Europe 
Other foreign places .... 
RUC MEO NTU Sal Relist 4 5) ote) 6 bisa 


Totals . 


rv 


ie eee es oe 8 6 (8, 6 6 6 € & © 


Ree Vi ane 14) e 6) be 'e« a 8 8 © 6 


Crry R&GISTRAR’S REPORT. 
VIII. DEATHS. —PARENTAGE. 
1872. 1871. 
Deaths. Per Cent. Deaths. Per Cent. 

425 5.25 342 5.81 

; 680 8.40 485 8.24 

752 9.30 619 10.51 

252 3.12 175 2.97 

: 328 4.05 231 3.92 

3,875 47.89 2,822 47.98 

128 1.58 88 1.49 

é 484 6.00 319 5.42 

: 412 5.09 276 4.69 

319 3.94. 159 2.70 

: 435 5.38 372 6.32 

8,090 100.00 5,888 100.00 


There is but slight variation from year to year in the 
character of the parentage of the decedents. 
native parents in 1872 make 29 per. cent. of the whole 
number; while those of Irish parents make nearly 48 per 
cent. of all who died, and over 67 .per cent. of those of 
foreign parentage. 

The following table, giving the number and percentage 
of the births and deaths according to the nativity of the 
fathers, compared with the preceding year, exhibits sev- 
eral interesting facts : — 


Foreign fathers . . 


American fathers . 


1872. 


Births. Per Ct. 


6,224 | 67.14 
8,046 | 32.86 
9,270 | 100.00 


3 


Deaths.| Per Ct. 


71.25 
28.75 


5,764 
2,326 


8,090 | 100.00 


Those of 


1871. 

Births. | Per Ct. || Deaths.| Per Ct. 
5,727 | 66.94 Gent 65.39 
2,828 33.06 2,038 34.61 
8,555 | 100.00 5,888 | 100.00 
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It will be seen by the above, that while the children born 
of foreign parents make 67.14 per cent. of all the births, 
the dececdents of foreign parentage (of all ages) make no 
less than 71.25 per cent. of all who died, showing that the 
death-rate of this class exceeded the birth-rate more than 4 
per cent. On the other hand, while the birth-rate of Amer- 
ican children was only 32.86 per cent. the death-rate of the 
same class was 4 per cent. lower than that. 


1y 
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yen com om) Ae eal 2h lowe | ete. Mae co Lees | Oe es Pieet meal wm [sek | eo [oe dee) Sure eal 
ELSE/LIZP/ST 8 OSL |ZG |S6L |LEL [FSS |SIZ joes |ALS |OLSZ |STE |F9e |SIP |OLF |LTO |TST |S1LT |€9 |F9 ILI |9et /86¢ eco |zzorlcert|* ° ° * speqog, 
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It will be seen that 26.66 per cent. of the whole number 
of decedents were under 12 months. In 1821, the decedents 
under one yeaf made only 14 per cent. of all who died in 
that year; in 1825, 17.18 per cent; in 1836, - 22.57 per 
cent.; and in 1846, 20.55 per cent. Since the last-named 
year, the proportion has gradually increased, so that it has 
rarely fallen so low as in the last-named year. It is also seen 
that 42.20 per cent. of all who died were under 5 years, 
and that 45.33 per cent. failed to reach their tenth year, 
although only 8 per cent. died between 5 and 10. More 
than half of the decedents — 51 per cent.— died under 20 
years of age. There were 535 who were over 70 years of — 
age (6.61 per cent. of all who died), 328 being females. 

The parentage, sex, and number of the children who died 
at certain periods of life are given in the following :— 


lday. |1d.to6m. |6m.to12m./1to5 yrs.| 5to10. | 10 to 15. || Per Cent. 


Native .| 23 | 16 | 2385 | 187 74 97 | 159 | 187 | 381} 24] 16] 16]) 26.98} 26.50 


Foreign 49 | 88 | 481 | 424 | 273 | 260 | 500] 461] 105} 93] 48) 47!) 73.02) 73.50 


| ef | 1 | 2 | | -— 


Totals .| 72| 54] 716 | 611 | 347 | 357 | 659 | 598| 186 | 117| 64] 63/(100.00/100.00 


- - — --}- | | a | 2 fe |} | | 


Per cent | 3.61/3.00} 35.91] 33.94| 17.40) 19.83/33.05|33.23] 6.82) 6.50] 3.21] 3.50 


ee 


The above table shows that 126 of the decedents died on 
the day of their birth; 1,327 were between 1 day and 6 
months; 1,257 between 1 and 5; 253 between 5 and 10; 
and 127 between 10 and 15. The decedents of foreign par- 
entage make 73.50 per cent. of the whole number. 

The following table shows the number of decedents of 
foreign birth above 15 years of age; also the percentage of 
each nativity, and the number of deaths in each period of life : 
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X. FOREIGN-BORN DECEDENTS ABOVE FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE. 


eed sora Ei Pic E iy E . : Totals. | Per Ct. 
cr eee Mee) oes o oa 
fas s | @ ye ke 
tte... , 354 || 92] 38 6| 70 Sess: 246 64.49 
CE ON 1,093 |} 323 | 31 6} 150} 22] 47 579 58.00 
Stay Lt ss ‘ TTT || 384 | 31 Ol SE 2d | S18 508 64.73 
inn Oo rr 588 || 290! 19 og} 741 | 29 7 395 67.18 
a 507 || 238 / 12 Bh) wen 210) bo a18 304 59.96 
BO ges) so 442 || 200] 6| 12} 14 2 245 55.43 
Geeta. si 6) so 340 || 140 5 2} 10 9 6 172 50.59 
CE a W255 | 11 2 5 4 2 79 45.98 
CWO OO a ey os wes 23 i ae ed 1 Sin | 10 43.48 
Totals.......| 4,206 ||1,679| 158] 45 | 303] 129| 129| 2,533 


iper' Cents . 3... 3 53.10 || 39.08 | 3.68 | 1.05 | 9.15 | 3.00 | 3.00 58.96 


The second column of figures gives the whole number of 
decedents above fifteen years of age; the last two the num- 
ber and percentage of the deaths specified in the second col- 
umn; and the last two horizontal columns the number and 
percentage according to nativity. 

_ Of the number who died over fifteen years of age (4,296— 

53.10 per cent.), the Irish-born decedents make 39 per cent. 
The highest percentage in any decennial period was between 
40 and 50, when the foreign decedents made 67.18 per cent. 
of. all who died within that period. The next highest per- 
centage was in the period between 15 and 20, when those of 
foreign birth made 64.49 per cent. of all who died between 
those ages. Of all who died over 80 years, the native-born 
decedents make 54.36 per cent. 

Of all the male decedents, 1,143 were married (702 were 
foreign-born), and 142 were widowed. Of these last, 78 
were Americans. Of the females, 892 were married (540 
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foreign-born), and 564 were widows. Of these last, 345 
were foreign-born. 

The number of colored decedents was 173 —107 males, 
and 66 females. This is one death in 20.23 of the whole 
colored population, or in the ratio of 49.43 deaths in a thou- 
sand. 
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Accidents. — There were 286 deaths from casualties (3.53 
per cent. of the whole mortality), including 35 from burns 
and scalds, and 41 from drowning. 

Brain, Dis. of. — There were 430 deaths from causes thus 
recorded, — 62 of which were reported as inflammation of 
the brain, and the largest portion of the others as meningitis. 
The sexes were 245 males, and 185 females. 
~ Oancer. ~The deaths from cancer number 107,— an 
increase of five over the preceding year. They were thus 
located: 28 of the stomach; 15 of the uterus; 13 of 
the liver; 11 of the breast; 3 each of the bowels, face, and 
neck; one each of the bladder, back, leg, pelvis, foot, kidney, 
lip, jaw, lungs, rectum, and 21 unknown. 

Cholera Infantum and Diarrhea caused the death of 915, 
an increase of 250 compared with the preceding year. 11.31 
per cent. of the entire mortality was from these causes. In 
1871, the proportion was nearly the same, —11.29 per 
cent. 

Consumption. — Although the number of deaths from this 
cause was 1,161 (an increase of 81), the relative proportion 
was very much smaller, the percentage being 14.35, 4 per 
cent. less than it was in 1871. The percentage in each of 
the last six years was as follows : — | 


1867. 1868. 1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. 


17.33 15.72 16.57 16.23 18.34 14.35 


The ratio of deaths to the mortality in each of the same 
periods was : — 


1867. 1868. | 1869. | 1870. 1871. 1872. 


——_———$ $$ >. | —— —. J 


1 to 6.16 1 to 5.45 1 to 6.96 


tO Ds. 1 to 6.86 | 1 to 6.03 


= 
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The mortality in each quarter from this cause was as fol- 
lows : — 


QUARTERS. Deaths. | Per Cent. QUARTERS. Deaths. |Per Cent. 
ee Be DS aS fe ee a ee ee oe ee ee Se EE ee nee ree 
January— March... 312 26.87 July—September. . 271 23.34 
April— June ..... 289 24.89 October — December . 289 24,90 


The birthplaces of those who died from consumption are 
seen in the following table : — 


BIRTHPLACES. Males. Females. Totals. Per Cent. 
BUTTE la tus si 94's. 0 2 +» « 219 yee 454 39.10 
DTCIANG ce te te wt tt 187 210 397 34,19 
England... eee eee eee ee eel 14 17 31 2.67 
Beart Gi aii sls 6) sss 5 vee 6! 5 4 9 oT 
British American Provinces ...... 46 49 95 8.19. 
CORMANY es ss we te et ee 13 9 22 1.90 
Other Foreign Places......+-s+ee-s 10 6 16 1.38 
Children (under 15 yrs) of Foreign P’nts. 54 83 1387 11.80 

548 613 1,161 100.00 


It will be seen that the foreign-born decedents (including 
the children of foreign parentage) make 61 per cent. of all 
who died from consumption. Those born in Ireland make 
over 34 per cent. of the whole number. 

The deaths in the several wards and hospitals are given in 
the following table : — 
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Wards. | Deaths.) Per Ct.|| Wards.| Deaths.| Per Ct. Hospitals. Deaths. | Per Ct. 

Ave tele 80 6.89 Oveuans 40 3.45 ||Consumptives’ Home 42 

2...| 12 | 1224 |l10...] 65 | 5.60 ||St.Ann’sInf. Asy’m| 9 | 

Omedeiie 84 RED G1 ee.) ae 53 4.57 ||Carney’s Hospital . 23 

4 ; 28 2.41 ||12 74 6.37 |\Deer'Island .. . . 16 | 

Boece] (62°) 448 118.6 .])0 27. |. 2182) [City Hospital, seme anes a. 

6 385 SOL tae von. 45 3.87 ||Mass. Hospital. .. 13 

TAwde te 167 14.38 ||15... 59 5.08 ||House of Correction 4 

8 28 Dale 16 See 42 3.62 ||Other Hospitals 6 J 
“1,021 | 87.94 140 


To wards: 2 and 7 26.62 per cent. of the mortality from 
consumption is assigned,— three per cent. less than occurred 
in the same districts the preceding year. The remainder of 
the wards exhibit about the same relative proportions, while 
A per cent. less occurred in the hospitals. 


Under 1.} 1to5. | 5to 15. | 15 to 20. | 20 to 30. | 30 to 40. | 40 to 50. | Over 50. 


Sex. M.; F. | M.} FF. | M. | i) Moje By) MM.) B. | A.) A en ee 
| 
Deaths. ...{| 22) 25, 24; 26) 8] 8] 46] 0) 157) 181 om 125} 76) 79) 94! 99 


Per cent... . |4.01/4.08/4.38/4.24/1.46/1.30/8. 40) 11.42 | 28.65 | 29.53 22.08 20.39 | 13.87 | 12.89} 17.15 | 16.15 
| 


It will be seen by the above that 18.25 per cent. of the 
males, and 21 of the females who died from consumption, 
were under 20 years of age. Of those who died above that 
age, 448 were males, and 484 females. In each period spec- 
ified in the table (excepting that between 15 and 20, when 
the sexes were equal), the female decedents exceeded the 
males. Nearly 17 per cent. of the deaths were of children 
under 5 years of age. 

The occupations of the decedents from consumption are 
seen in the following : — 
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Laborers ....103 |,Peddlers..... 4 Bdg.-house keeper 1 Lithographer .. 1 
Seereees). 6. ol | Plumbers . ... . 4} Brushmaker. . ‘ 1 | Manufacturer .. 1 
Traders... .. 18 | Varnishers, &c. . 4| Baker... .... 1 | Milkkman.....1 
Machinists. . . . 17 | Farmers, &c... . 3 | Boot manufr. ie Mastmiakertss sys 2 
| Carpenters. . .. 16 | Moulders ...+. 8 | Collector... ... 1} Miller..... . 1 
Printers, .... 16 | Trunk-makers. . 3 | Cutter... ... 1 | Marbleworker. . 1 
Siioemakers .... 15 | Upholsterers. . . 3} Conductor... . 1 | Operator..... 1 
Malarsye. « .» 12 | Brokers... .. 2 | Civil Engineer. . 1 | Potter...... 1 
Teamsters. ... 12} Barbers... .. 2 Confectioner. . . 1 | Paperhanger... 1 
Meariners....: . 10 | Bankers. .... 2 | Carrier (paper) . 1 | Photographer .. 1 
Peniereearsrs 6) 10 | Brass-fipishers.”. 2)| Oook..... +. 1 | Reporter. .... 7 
Merchants. ... 7 | Expressmen. .. 2 | Engineer Te ILO OLCRe ete teuneits i 
Peeters fo} biorisia . -. . . . 2 |! Dyerie. ee e's Lop Stevedore 2 (ia k 
Precmeumers. . 5 | Gashiters .... 2} Drivers... 4). 1 | Steward. .... 1 
Servants. .... 7 | Glassblowers .. 2 | Filecutter ... ; 1; i Student ce) a) 2k 
Dieta. ete eG)) Meackyyen . .. . 2.) Hisherman’.).-:.. 2} Soldier... ...., +1 
Blacksmiths. .. 65 | Innkeepers.... 2/| Glazier. .... Pe OpIMMerns tre vat. 1 
eet stessw O | Musicians... . 2) Gilder.’. ci... 1 | Tinsmith.. 5. .\. 1 
Poysicialde. «. 0 | Pianomakers. .. 2 | Glasscutter . .. 1 | Calker.....- 1 
Pech Sete atet se) 4) Sallmakers.. . . 2 | Hostler . .... 1 | Cigarmaker’. 2°. 1 
Oabinetmakers . 4) Slaters....... 2'| Janitor...... TO Wace hitanig catia sae 
Peetieeeraen yas 4) Coopers. .... 2| Jeweler... 4. 1 | Not given... .118 
Harnessmakers . 4 | Apothecary... 1] Lather...... i ao 
PeOveras. o>. 4 | Bartender. ... 1] Lawyer’. ... a §48 


As usual, laborers furnish the largest number of victims 
to this disease (18.80 per cent.), a decrease, however, from 
the preceding year. Clerks come next in prominence, 
although they also appear in a diminished number. 

Croup and Diphtheria caused 94 deaths, 34 less than oc- 
curred in the preceding year. There were 61 deaths from 
the former, and 33 from the latter cause. 

Fleurt, Dis. of. — There were no less than 270 deaths 
thus reported —the sexes of the decedents being equally 
divided. This term is made to embrace in this report those 
affections of the organ variously reported as angina pectoris, 
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hypertrophy, valvular, pericarditis, carditis, ete. In the 
preceding year there were reported 239 deaths from the same 
causes. 

Marasmus. — There were 305 deaths designated by this 
term — an increase of 88 over the preceding year. A few of 
these cases were reported as tabes mesenterica ; some, atrophy, 
etc. They make nearly 4 per cent. of all the causes of death. 
It is to be feared that this term like “dis. of liver,” “dis. of 
heart,” is found a convenient one to affix to diseases not fully 
understood, or as a means to escape trouble. 

Meningitis, Cerebro-sp. — The number of deaths from this 
cause was 60. In 1867, in which this disease was first dis- 
tinctively reported, there were seven deaths; in 1868, eight ; 
in 1869, seven; in 1870, five; and in 1871, three. The ages 
of the decedents in 1872 are given in the following : — 


Under 1 
1 to 2 
2to 3 

8 to 5 

5 to 10 
10 to 15. 
15 to 20 
20 to 30 
30 to 40 
70 to 80 
Totals 


x 
@ 
iv) 
bo 
rs 


Females .... 4 


bo 
bo 


As considerable interest exists at the present time concern- 
ing the nature and causes of this malady, it may not be un- 
important to have the localities where the deaths occurred 
stated in tabular form : — 
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4 & f 
Streets. I Streets. H Streets. a 
ae E a 
ROlsEtverpool, o/s: 5). 1 Zou VV Ulardisi susie. 3 aiata@ae yoni uy lay 
ANMOGtHages. ke es 1 AO Towel eae k es 3 Orangerct.. 1) «cn 
hiky 9 ee ee i. 30 Crescentpl..... 4 Drees’ pdm —ey| Dh 
ON oes 1 3 Harvard’ .:6 Sas 5 S NAWIS ti etek 13 
@Onemne. ss. | 1 |(120Hssex..... Sever oe tl SIT ATbatinn y dela; r eek 
159 Lexington. .... 1 ||259 Federal... ... 5 36 Cahotin «isl oa) anuuned 
474 Commercial... . 2 Se FLUSSCl aie heats 6 W. Walnut Park.| 14 
414 ve Bless os 2 Al see Saber Caren nL i 6 CPVVilliany sre .vaw ed 14 
GM@alem ie ase a 2 Si Lindallipls’. sus 6 Ga Warwick & <.wese 14 
d4 Ferry... 2 67 Pinckney. ....| ° 6 62 Regent. 2. 4 «+ « 14 
WS WOrtR . 8 ee 2 | 17 Oneida. «+6 +s 7 O89) Tremont.) ots) 15 
MONSNCATO eis «te «te 2 = a a 6 7 1/1193 We Shove ENE 15 
11 Greenough lane. . Deajizia Hederal .. 5 ie 4 T ||1278 ONT holes ng eye 15 
SOOO mePics ts lass. ¢ 2 Boston Hotel. . . 8 G ELM WwiOOd) es eb silte ate 15 
20 Henchman. .... 2 LE EAL Ae ere she 8 Norfolk (rear) ..| 16 
OS2y, Margin... . .«.. 2 SAT DANY: 5 bean item peau Near Field’s Cor..! 16 
PEILCG UG. «ss! 6 2 TS Arnolds... se el th 8 Brook avenue. ..j| 16 
103 Bevyerett. «+ . . 3 48 Rutland...... 11 City Hospital (2). 
PISATEOLECS! sielas es S isos zbremont s/s « a} to Mass. ‘ (De 
(ODN Osc LS ee es 3 i269. Ninth, so. a's 1) | 


Nephria and Nephritis.— There were 124 deaths from 
these causes — 104 of the former, and 16 of the latter — an 
increase of 23. The whole number of decedents from dis- 
eases of the kidneys was 148 —an increase of 8 over the 
preceding year. 

Pneumonia.— The number of deaths thus reported was 
517 —an increase of 172 over the number recorded in 1871. 
The deaths from this cause and those reported as “ diseases 
of the lungs,” make over 8 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. 
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Scarlet Fever caused the death of 258 persons, an increase 
of 147 over the number of the preceding year; making 3.19 
per cent. of the whole mortality. The ages of the decedents 
are given in the following : — 


Under 1}1 to 2.|2 to 3.| 3 to 5. | 5 to 10./10 to 15.)15 to 20.|20 to 30./30 to 40.) Totals. 


Males . 13 18 18 28 24 4 3 3 1 112 
Femal’s 9 26 25 34 38 7 1 O1\ge 146 


By reference to table xtv the localities where the deaths 
from scarlet fever occurred, may be.seen. 


Small-pox.— The number of deaths from this disease was 
738 — 453 males and 285 females: The first death was that 
of a child four years old, of German parents, on the 5th of 
January. The death occurred at the Small-pox Hospital on 
Harrison avenue. This was followed by that of a girl of 16, 
in the same place, on the 11thof the same month. Another, 
the last that occurred during the month, was tne death of a 
married woman, 24 years of age, at 26 Athens street, on the 
28th. In February there were 11 deaths. From this time 
the mortality from this disease steadily increased, with but 
slight variation, until it culminated in December, in which 
month there were 252 deaths. The wards in which the | 
deaths occurred are seen in the following table : — 


Wards.| Deaths. | Wards.| Deaths. | Wards.| Deaths. Deaths. | 


Li 25 6 16 Li gatas 11 Ward 16 sin0. 5 
ON 222 Teiaatis 86 AOD 26 Gallop’s Island 135 
3. 49 8 14 ERT yas ot 12 8. P. Hospitals 75 
4. 9 9 26 14. 0 Hees a ee 
Dis 10 10 12 15 3 Total) seme 738 


There were 222 deaths in ward 2, and 86 in ward 7, mak- 
ing 41.73 per cent. of the whole mortality from this cause. 
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69 of the deaths in ward 7 were in that portion of the ward 
lying in South Boston. ‘There were but 9 deaths in ward 4, 
2 in ward 14, 3 in ward 15, and 5 in ward 16. 

The birthplaces of the decedents are seen in the follow- 


a 


Birthplaces. Deaths. * Birthplaces. Deaths. 
OSes i elisiehe-(s s.s..6 8 « » 261 THM EMAG RN Saree RP ctl A) wy inary a 10 
Other places inthe State. .... ac AL Teekandn eral tribes weekdays, aiyh can't 109 
ERO te iss) nse. s sso Suid 49 SCotlan Gee tectmeem atcatton eit tisk istesiic 3 
New Hampshire 6h Oo Seta Seneme 138 Germany and North Europe... 9 
Mfg Se eS Se ge ia tes 8 British American Provinces . .. 181 
MOUS CCIE UM eibssis. 6 leils (90% ice, © 5 Other foreign countries. ..... 56 
iedavgse (oe) ECLA8 fo UE te icmece 6 ee 
Other American States ...... 26 Total. 6 ee eee ee ee eee 738 


Of the 420 native-born decedents (57 per cent. of the 
whole number), 265 were children of foreign parentage. 
Those born in Ireland make 14.77 per cent. of all who died 
froin this cause. 

The ages of the decedents are seen in the following : — 


Under 1. 1 to 5. 5 to 15. 15 to 20. 20 to 80. 30 to 40. Over 40. 


84 112 43 “84 267 92 56 


It will be seen that less than 6 per cent. of the decedents 
were between 5 and 15 years of age, embracing the school 
period, showing obviously that vaccination had in some 
measure secured immunity from this disease. No less than 
36.18 per cent. of the decedents were between 20 and 30 
years, and 60 per cent. between 15 and 40. 

Typhoid Fever. — The number of deaths from this cause 
was 229,— fifty-three more than occurred in the preceding 
year, and making 2.83 per cent. of all the deaths. The lo- 
calities where the deaths took place will be seen in table xv. 
The ages of the decedents were : — | 
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|) s Ps) a' ls +s 1 8) Ss ) es 

SS 48 | Sip Bo] Bd 8) er 

eae Ss | 28 | a) 8 Ss |e ee 
Males. . 5 6 6 21 44 14 9 10 5 1 . 121 
Females. 5 4 8 26 23 21 9 7 x 2 2 108 


The localities where the deaths from typhoid fever occurred 
will be seen in table xv. 


XII. DEATHS IN WARDS AND HOSPITALS. 


Wards. | Deaths.| Per Ct.|| Wards.| Deaths.| Per Ct. Hospitals. Deaths.| Per Ct. 


1 790 9.77 Oh? i 313 3.87 |City Hospital .... 366 
Dive ener! 1,065 LSS1G FLO ces 347 4,29 |St. Ann’s Inf. Asylum| 184 
3 424 py 4: Bye We aha 313 3.87 |Mass. Hospital ... 123 
Core 2 213 2.63 || 12. . 575 7.11 |Carney Hospital . . “46 
$11.01 
5 305 elit |] S13 eae 246 3.04 |Deer Island. .... 68 
GD ance 262 3.24 || 14. . 255 3.15 |Consumptives’ Home. 37 
Uitreleecey) tae 099 18,090) 15 3. 476 5.88 |Lunatic Hospital . . 25 
8 237 2.93 || 16. . 279 3.45 |Other Hospitals... 42 |J 
7,199 88.99 801 


It will be seen that in wards 1, 2, and 7, containing less 
than 32 per cent. of the population, the deaths made no 
less than 41 per cent. of the mortality in the wards. In 
wards 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11,13, 14, and 16, which contain 
48.48 per cent. of the population, the deaths made only 
38.48 per cent. of the mortality in the same localities. Ward 
2 contains about 10 per cent. of the population, while 14.79 
per cent. of the deaths occurred there. Ward 7, containing 12 
per cent. of the population, is credited with 15.27 per cent. 
of the mortality in the several wards. In ward 1 (Kast 
Boston), there were 790 deaths, making 11 per cent. of the 
mortality in the wards, while the population of the same 
place makes only 10 per cent. of the entire population. 
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It will -be noticed that if the deaths in the hospitals were 
distributed in the several wards from which the major por- 
tion of the decedents were taken, the above results would be 
somewhat modified. 


ee a eS 


Oct. 


24 


rd 
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XII. DEATHS ON EACH DAY OF THE YEAR 1872. 
DAYS. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May.| June.| July. | Aug.| Sept. 
sare 184 WB AT) 1? 0° | 6) Hee Saree 
Oa COO. 16. 515) |) 23.) tad hl yoink ans 
St Teo el) | 260413) st tees 
an 15,00) 81,0) 2101) St6e.\ | S16 aaa Rea aes 
Bag ES) 20) Moves ope igi enegs oe ag 
6. 1904: 21.) eg 1.20." | O86 ase sigo hates 
7 18 640169 .20 1193 41 Oo eos ean 
Bi 15°01 10 16) 22 aa ot ar at ras 
9. St dB 10) OL Ba > dO) he aie a er 
10. 12°)..95 1 a8 | gd) 208 VN ee 86) ge 
Pe ise P22 8004 86 800 Ag Saat ea ina ae 
DA pee AB. | 98) 96 180. Yee ee ieee 
TI eo I9e 16 1746 4. 49: Sera nal ee iw ree 
Pee tL O TF 2 1 bd9 9) 036+] Re ee eer anes 
dyes), 1 a ans ee a ee PO Ae ce CR Bar 
16. 15] 125 fs 198 ae eee 
oh gene ols 140] 190°: 96 | ge oor teers emi oer 
yr 47, 8402071998 26 en een ete nes 
19. 96.) 18) 18 Ve tia cued ame nh y 
20 . Pe ent 16.5]! 22h 19 ARTS Gees rages td te 
21. 90 ET 1h 10 : 1 Ba ape ote tino oe ee 
22. 17 W120) 5b “Obi -4o: 18.2) easier yee Wl eige Man eekt 
23 . PE ue © es ia ees CR eat ESD eli es fiche Fede 
24. 16 Pa 80 as aa es SE fh ae 
25 . 19.) 1°26.) 19) 99 pogg Tay ks. Tes 
26 . 18° MeIg 18 21 ps7 oe Shee Gare Os 
OT . se is RRC Es Co ian cre ae te Dg G8 Sa aor 
28 . 24 1 13 |-22 | 93 | 15 | 92 | 29 | 26 
29. 19 Pas Fe Bary Ns a a Fg teen ar allay a 
30 . 15 , 25 Oe eS Or ar op 
31 25 |. 19 22 : 2 | 23 
550 | 491 | 656 | 572 | 623 | 582 | 990 | 814 
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Nov.| Dec. 
18 12 
16 28 
21 24 
25 22 
23 23 
18 23 
28 25 
31 24 
20 21 
33 28 
21 34 
23 27 
22 26 
19 | 22 
16 27 
21 32 
18 39 
23 24 
19 27 
24 25 
24 23 
30 16 
13 21 
34 17 
BO. aT 
23 25 
22 40- 
23 30 
24 20 
17 25 
ee 31 
679 | 788 
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XIV. SHOWING THE LOCALITIES OF THE DEATHS FROM SCARLET FEVER, 
AND THE NUMBER OF DEATHS IN EACH HOUSE. 


ais Z z 
Streets. S Streets. 3 Strects. 3 
A (= aa) 
Ward 1. ADNMAVENICK: caste ee al, AS Billericaty Ge eicitance see 
SUMOOUUOT OS ese 8. 5 1 2 Ransom ct. 1 
Ward 2, 
ROPCHIUEANV ev ies tile a ie) LOIN AG POV el cn eeh enna! 
People’s Ferry. ..| 1 
BOMEAHIA bat gil) ose), 1 17 Chambers: 2s ses 1 
9 Salutation (rear). .| 1 | 
BSIWOUAREs ss eo |) 143 Chambers se: s..*) 2 ele 
MAS ALC ls ss brane Leyve a! 
10 Havre (rear). ..j| 1 Ward 4. 
SIS OO PEL | ss ten eu tel kel ne 
Bo DOrder ss 8 uf SUPark diwelen weses eet al: 
500 Commercial. ...| 1 
DUPE TMIHEOION eve © 's 1 IA Teen Gbytes) 0 1 
LO Oharter ~s e.%s Welw. aL 
PO EUVCLCEU «els 0.6 + i QANTAS Chee tec et o ne 1 
96 N° Margina cone 
Homer e ° ‘* ef 6 8 1 49 Pitts ry ° « ate 6 ‘2 2 
Ti liathrop plete ie ater ia 
POPE cy sete oo | 1 AZ PALES ellie ( ee) sh silts 2 
Bh le PANO VET si ctstauiom anil: 
1 Fessenden ct.... cl COP Ortlan dts ss) tele 1 
28.N. Margin. . ... us 
$41 Princeton .....| 1 Ward 5. 
(AMO Ween a oe hob © 
BEI OTECE ws s sie 6 6 1 OA PS ROx eis tocihal ete 1 
508 Commercial. ... 
7 New ° es). .0° o* « nf 8 Oxford . ° Pe Ore Wie 1 
Lo Pilestons. «cesar 1 
ion Decal. « « » «-« 1 ‘ 8 Wharf . ° o 8: 8 8 {i 
Cottage & Maverick.| 1 Ward 3. os Cotton plow tees ete 
604 Saratoga. ....| 1 25 Billerica. . .../ 1 OOS OULU ate ewent on er reeninld: 
BAIIGIBEA sts © > + | 1 SHATDILTN s-. coretee ellen eet LS OUR ‘eats Mel aries lata i 
71 Bennington ....' 1 48 Leverett (rear) . .' 1| 20South....... 1 
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XIV. LOCALITIES OF THE DEATHS FROM SCARLET FEVER, Continued. 


| 


Streets. 


ea a ne | 


old Mederal vei. os: 6 


134 Kingston (rear) . 


13 Wharf. . 


OSoINncoln! < ss je 


Ward 6. 
GU MRAVCT a; che le 
oo @harles . ..°. 


9 Winchester .... 


6 Allen place . 


GilGiMe: Gre!) be 


OQ Brimmer 1.0, 6 ee 


TeMa ttle’ ste se ss 


5 Lindall pl... 


Ward 7. 

33 Athens . 

10 Athens... 
38 Oswego .. 
36 Rochester 
205 Fourth . 

96 First . 

35 Rochester. . 
32 Albany... 
165 Silver .... 
13)Silyer <°. .|. 
306 Dorchester . 


94Seventh..... 


7 Baldwin... 


281 Broadway.. . 


42 Genesee... 


288 Kourthes sv. 


UG Old es ow he ao 


237 Federal . 


(eat = Gee) are = ey = eg aa = 


a a at BS ee a a, 


Streets. 


151 Kneeland. celts 


S35 Sixth sake et snes 
98 -Honrth sy lei ae 


19 Fifth s e e e e e e 
(OPP Ourtha. ey slasene es 
Rochester & Albany 


Rochester... 
142 Fourth . . .. 
Uses es Bac 
OT hird towele meets 
SS WiiCane peaemene 


22 Genesee. ... 


IZTENI Othe emai 


3 Pulaski court . 


2A TOY + ss lee oenetts 


108 Dorchester . . 
247 VA paniy versie ie 


18,Colony ssa. s 
Dorchester ave. . 
ALOMN at ratte aes 
2 Warlis emente siete 


44 Dorehester ave. . 


138, 2s ve 


114 Third e e e e . e 
LLO Hourth =. sn sees 


PLOUME DIT eo uelae are 

Cand Third. . 
67 Sixth.) 3s. 
88 South. . 43. 
291 Dots omaeeeue 
Sil) Wederal 2. nes 
150 Kneeland ... 
208 Second Wi tere 


4 Cove place. . 


HOR ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eo | Deaths, 


Streets. 


16 Cove place. . 
Dorchester ave. 

9) Athens aeuneusits 

114 Second siuane 
1 Bolton 23.4% 

59C . 


Ward 8. 
199 Albanese mene 
15 Dix place... 
107 Warrenton. . 
102 Warrenton. . 
12'Tyler eee 


Ward 9. 

90 ‘Oarver- 3 cvane 
71 Pleasant. 27s 
11 Edgerly place . 

Bay). ce ee aaenee 
7 Asylum.... 
28 Fayette .... 
T Ohio?! oo.) Geers 
61 Fayette. 5.7. 
68 Albiones eens 


25 Orange, ener 


9 Chapman we memes 


42 Middlesex... 
126 Boylston... 
26 Commonwealth 


13: Indianaws. sen. 


Ward 10. 
618 Harrison ave. . 


649 Harrison ave. . 


417 Harrison ave. . . 


ay — aa Oe = Oe Ho me me mm | Deaths.| 


Lan con Sn lid mes) deal <a) Sek Sieg = Cane, Oe aa ae 
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XIV. LOCALITIES OF THE DEATHS FROM SCARLET FEVER, Continued. 


Streets. 


— 


MNEVStIGi is) 6) /<° 
ALE ADEE 6 eb 0 0. ce 
lj Fabin..... 
4 Olive place. . 
147 E. Dover .*. . 
49 Malden. ... 
7Malden.... 


Ward 11. 
45 Concord... . 
Walnut place . 
1626 Washington. . 
21 HK. Springfield . 
409 Columbus aye . 


189 W. Springfield 


Ward 12. 


5 Barnard place . 


° 


° 


8 Sixth street place 


3Emmet.... 
A2Highth. ... 
257 Bolton . .... 
247 Gold. . ... 
ObO ith. <.. 
Dake es ys) 6 e 
286 Bowen. ... 
245 Dorchester. . 
20 Rogers . ... 
11 Watti court .. 
Bo Dove. « ...- 


ak ie ek pet re 


[om at Sag Gere <a en — Gasedl < COM = Ve agr aar  yme pe er sareerery 


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


ee Se ee Ee He | Deaths. 


Streets. 


809 Fifth . 

252 Gold . 

218 Bowen . 
Ob cera teahts 


5 Grimes... 


415 Seventh. . 


a eeds. 4). 66 


61 Preble. .. 
167 E ° e es . ° 


Second, bet. 


Federal .. 


Ward 18. 


li Yeoman. . 
LL ADOL ve ha. 
Oa Malls ots 
39 Webber. . 
366 Dudley . . 

Norfolk ave 
64 Chadwick . 
6 Orange... 


Ward 14. 


47 Belmont... 


1 Lansing.. 


5 Auburn. . 


e 


Blue Hill ave. . 


5 Mt. Pleasant ave. . 


Blue Hill ave... 


36 Regent . . 


R. C. Children’s Home ie tate ee ere 


City Hospital. ... 


Massachusetts Hospital . 5 aed 


. 


Mi Ce Oe OB WO @, Be) el 


Streets. 


1 10 Newbern....-. 


1 | 1052 Tremont. . 


Ward 15. 


8 Conant place . 


ee te eo) SS ee ee oo 


EHeathiea rents 
Heath place . 
1229 Tremont <che 
LOM UY EK Gverel eee’ 
1271 Tremont. . 
Parker i.) cms 
1376 Tremont . . 
987 Tremont. . 
Se Berlin’. i... 


ee ee a Oa Cea ere reir 


54 Conant <0. 


Ward 16. 
Blue Hill ave. 
Oakland... 
Mattapan. . 


Franklin . . 


86 Blue Hill ave . 


Se =e KX HPO eS SS He 


DEATHS. 


Parkers. i) sw. 


IPATEGY “son sede 


Parker & Milldam. 


Gai. Parker levies 
SO SED GUN) silenheereuite 


TS 27 Par kets We rsmien ot 


ee 


Clapp ...+ «. 


Dorchester ave . 


Sc ae a 1 4 | Deaths. 


pa es ae ae — Gee ae | 


4b 


XV. SHOWING THE LOCALITIES 
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FEVER. 
At ai aa 
Streets. g Streets. E Streets. 
Se e 
*101 Teiverpoolre ye .4 is 1 SAR OLLCE fn te ethene ml ee 

RDS Orleala. ties. 2 ty |, 62 Porter. 1 

22 LAV NES VS he 62 sls f| L62 Marion ae.eedena 1| 457 Commercial . 

Saratoga 5%". '< 1) 61 Bull... ee 2) | 5 de Champbersmun 

@ Maverick House’. '.| .1.| 181 Cross... 59. 2 2) 2 12 Nashua .. 

* 534 Bennington. . Lo} 28 IN. Bennettieee. mate 97 Brighton . 

TOBE TOOKS HSS tags! fs 1/63 Salemi sagesieer. eee nes 47 Poplar. . 

Ble Paris!) 5 4 anes) | ©1 |) 86 N. Bennett gM tse 6 Temple . 
Havre & Decatur .| 1] 18 N. Bennett. ...| 2 12 Bowdoin. 
POTS ssh 0 eke OL) OO Princes ps. ete ea oe 22 Ashburton pl. 

6 Bassomcourt...| 1 4 Greenough lane. .] 2 3 Alden ct. 

vos Decatur’. <1, 2% 1) |) 195: Salemy eettera i iweuie |e 19 Lincoln . 

452 Bremen... . 1| 59 Charter......| 2 83 Essex . . 

AGT ay Or nebial ste : 1 27 ‘Stillman wits wee tae 87 Kingston . 

MO TEAEWGLREUG) wi wnis' es one It | 461 Commercial; . ..{ 2 22 Hast... 

* 95 Bennington. . 1| 39 North square. ..| 2 54South.. 

LA Tae VOLOtb ie) us! ea5 le Lia iP rin CC ieee ame nmr siren) gt 63 Essex . . 

EP ODE ss (pus 1}, 8bhPileston.. ... 2 | 2))> 146 Purchasers. 

“Bennington... 1) 20 Charter......| 2]| 256 Broad. . 

MWrt6L Parisi. ote Ve. or 1 1 Eaton court. ...] 2 348. Russell 


ee 6d a 
coe Pena 


5 Greenough lane. . 


70 IN; Marein ene en was 


‘ 


° 


ee 


OF THE DEATHS FROM TYPHOID 


She oT ek eh ee ee ww we | Wards! 
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TABLE XV. Continued. 


Streets. 


— 


5 Lindallpl.. . 
71 Charles . ; 


14 Ontario (S.B.)... 


23 Cove pl... . 
2Uticapl.... 


16 Ontario (S. B.). 


31 Athens (8. B.).. 


16 Ontario (8S. B.). 


23 Earl (Ss. B.) ° e is . 


217 Dorches’r av. (8.B.) 


PROVE SD Utop ers -3 6) 


51 Oswego .... 


foo 1(8, BG.) « 
Sto DiS, B,)-. . 
285 Federal... 
125 Gold (8. B.). 


Third and A (S. B.) 


83 Dove (8. B.). 


22 Dove (8S. B.) . 
24 Dove (9. B.) . 


20 Ontario (8. B.). 


26 Third (9. B.) 


250 Athens (8. B.).. 


195 Athens (S. B.). 


6 Sheridan pl. (S. B.) 


. 


sale Phra (8.5.).... . 


287 Broadway (8. B.). 
2 Sheridan pl. (S 
92 Baxter (8. B.). 


95 Kneeland .. 

4Qak pl... 
111 Warrenton .. 
14 Burroughs pl. 
127 Hudson... 


.B.) 


TE ee ae ree ay a ge ga ee ee ee 


Streets. 


236 Tremont...) 5) « % 
TOD AT any) (ee ie ets 
201 Harrison avs. ... 
"6 St. James ay. ... 
5 Newbern pl... .. 
40 Pleasant. ..... 
a2 Church +. % sae % 
5 Shawmut ..... 
MO GANT CIS o's Mes crete 
80 Clarendon. .... 
1 Jefferson... ... 
5 Yarmouth . suaente 
24 Berwick park... 
350 Columbus ay. ... 
aM ONET) c60 el tely eis 
BONN IMAGES) isi to Soles 
Warwick House. . 
it, Dover pl, « s)\ sate) ike 
38 Upton <2 6 28 « e 
5 W.Dedham.... 
26 a0. CANtONw ass sis es 
70 Montgomery... . 
ZRUN OL WICH! 61) <i -e aie 
59 EH. Brookline. ... 
188 W. Brookline... 
45 Concord . « « «. » 
182 Northampton . 
56 Worthampton ABR 


634 Shawmut ave... . 
87 Northampton. .. 
65 HE. Newton. ... 
38H. Yenox. .... 

D1 Pembroke (s,"s5. 2% 


os 


5 Metropolitan place. 


: 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 
0) 
9 
9 
9 
a 
9 
9 
9 
9 


10 


Streets. 


97 Pembroke... 


9 Woodward . 
275 Bowen... 


228 Ninth «6 ses 


227 & he te 
TT Sixth «4 


6 Watti court. . 
K.and Second... 
ASO Do tae Ueicas tectewel vel ser oe 


135 Eighth... 


O60 Wighth «a osiut ae 


A74 Ninth ey see es es 
98 FE. ° e e & . . 


28pring court.... 


AS Wsland Veeco cs 
991 Harrison ay.. 


50 Chadwick . . 


89 Orchard... . 


1022 Harrison av. . 


E OTAGO vero) a) ae 


° 


4 Rockingham place . 


18 Cherry .:..'. 


° 


18 Cherry . «ss 


Cherry . 


3 Kearsarge.....- 


G2ACAPOtr cic vee enue eet s 
SU GapOvie seh eases 


23 Madison... 


37 Bainbridge . 


769 Shawmut av. . 


T17 es * 
44 Berlin... . 
19 Davenport . 

1274 Tremont . 


7) 


46 
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TABLE XV. Continued. 


Streets. 


1467 Tremont . 


Gardner ct. 


LOS Comat, 0). cede 


676 Parker. . 


Centre . 


49;Conant <0. s 


54 Weston. . 


° « 


a a a 

rc rd is} 

5 Streets. | Streets. 5 

E E e 
Peeilo +1019 "Tremont iacucmmcurceen Lo 165 Vernon. ie. n tio 
feeielo oth Sha wmutiay camper mo Walnut 22 seeeersnieeo 
pees 20 BUTKC! sis 4s) oi eeeticn ao Commerciale awe eo 
de ese fe 3) 10 SimmMmonsie yee eo "Walnut; ies issn LO 
15 6 Grantham pl. ...| 15 Myrtle & Quincy. .| 16 

Mae a Ss 15\ Himwood <oeacueen Lo Green) 22's eee 


woe} 15) 97 Hampshire. Wane 15 


HOSPITALS. DEATHS. 
City Hospital. ...... nicok Hal Guc Gagetial (oukel twat sims 32 
Massachtisetis Elospitalicn:. <r si cllalememan eel SG, Boece 8 
Carney Hospitaliz, us esmscciie tenets aie te ye a4 te vekneee 1 
Meer sland. <lscis toy sie ie \einio formed ete temetts Uleiics Teereaee 6 


The daily average of deaths during the year was 22.16. 


Respectfully submitted, 


N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


Ciry RecistrRar’s Orrice, May 5, 1873. 
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Peery OF BOSTON. 


ANNUAL REPORT, 


BY THE 


Ser y REGISTRAR, 


OF THE 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 


IN THE 


CITY OF BOSTON, 


eset WY gee ee, 1 8'7 3. 


v 


Mel yYy..OF. BOSTON. 


To the City Council : — 

The undersigned begs leave to submit his Annual Report of 
the Births, Marriages and Deaths in the City of Boston, ac- 
companied with illustrative tables and such remarks as have 
seemed to him deserving of consideration. 


BIRTHuHs. 


The number of births registered during the year 1873 was 
9,688, an increase of 418, or 4.51 per cent. over the number 
recorded in the preceding year. This is a fair increase, and 
is in the ratio of one birth in 28.55 of the population. The 
number of births in 1872 exceeded those in 1871 by 8.36 per 
cent., which were double the number of any one year within 
the previous twenty years. The ratio of the births in the 
State at large is one birth to 36.50 of the whole population. 
The number of births in the city to each one thousand of the 
population was 85, while in the State at large it was 28. The 
number of still-births during the year was 515; if these are 
added to those born alive, the ratio will appear as 36.89. 
The daily average of living births was 26.54; including the 
still-births, the average was 28. 


(i 
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I. BIRTHS IN 18738. PARENTAGE. 


Number. Per cent. 

Both parents born in the United States... 2 ess eee 2,314 23.89 
Hy oe EST AEA LATIC ois «i “slot le Wm eure Neliette Molle 214 2.21 
3 a OSE TTPCIANG a) oo <a et 6 Se he eee Rolin 3,262 33.67 
be eS AS ee OOtLAN \% \s.:0 isu slethe 6 te ew Sods Maes 64 5 ane 
oe a <S¢ British A. Provinces « js. + sie)... 470 4.85 
ss a ss’ Germany and N. Europe... ... 509 5.25 
Ks cc Unmixed foreign tie. .s meses 201 2.08 
cs fe Mixed foreiont tiem Mei citslisisit its —teet> 8138 8.39 
Father born in United States, mother foreign. ...... 568 5.86 
« foreign, mother born in United States. .....-s 851 8.78 

‘¢ porn in United States, mother unknown. ..... 4 .04 

‘¢ unknown, mother born in United States...... 190 1.96 
eeoreion, mother unknOWN sles) ete) shee 528 oh ¢ ii OL 

oe unknownsmother foreign .°s\:eit fo\t le tobe ls Welaii 179 1.85 
Both parents unknown: . . «6s es « s+ = Seiten 48 .50 
9.688 100.00 


The most noticeable feature in the above table is the small 
number of children of native parentage compared with those 
of Irish nativity. The latter exceed the former by 948, an 
excess of 40 per cent. The whole number of children of 
American parentage, including half of those recorded as un- 
known, was 2,338, or 24.138 per cent. of all the births. The 
number of native fathers was 3,094, or 31.94 per cent. of the 
whole number. The number of instances in which one or 
both parents were native born, including half of those whose 
nativity was unknown, was 4,040, or 41.70 per cent. of the 
entire number. It will thus be seen that 58.30 per cent. of 
the children are of foreign parentage. With the exception of 
those of native and of Irish parents, in each of which cases 
there was a decrease of more than one per cent. compared 


* Both parents of the same nativity. 
t The parents, in each instance, born in different countries. 
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with the preceding year, the same relative proportions are 
exhibited. 

The births in each month are given in the following table, 
nearly 28 per cent. of which occurred in the last quarter, and 
54.36 per cent. in the last half of the year. 


ater vesese +). C00\April. ..... .641\July ..» «. « .818i\October ... . . 862 
Depruaty.... .103)May-...... . 801;)August. .... .869/November ... .915 
March. ....761\June...... .711/September .. . .875|December ... . 927 


The following table shows the number and percentage of 
the births in each ward, compared with a similar exhibit of 
the preceding year : — | 


af 1873. 1872. 3 1873. 1872. 

fom fa 

< < 

E Births. | Per Ct. | Births. | Per Ct. = Births. | Per Ct. | Births. | Per Ct. 
oy what 1,018 10.46 964 10.40 |) Ose eho 420 4,34 397 4,28 


Soe t 958 9.89 999 10.77 |/10. . « « 419 4.33 490 5.28 
sae kes 624 6.44 494)" "8,85 11's) fn loner oes 5.40 420 4.53 
203 2.10 265 2.80) \)12's 6) wits 1,099 11,34 1,038 11.20 


213 2.11 214 2.30 ||138... » 380 3.92 363 3.91 


ot on F&F SO wp H 
° . . 
° 


9,688 | 100.00 9,270 | 100.00 


It will be seen by the above table that 56.34 per cent. of 
the births occurred in Wards 1, 2, 7, 12 and 15, which wards 
contain about 46 per cent. of the entire population. No less 
than 23.36 per cent. of the births occurred in South Boston, 
which embraces Ward 12 anda part of Ward 7. A little 
over 10 per cent. of the births occurred in Wards 4, 5, 6 and 
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8, which contain nearly 19 per cent. of the population. There 
was an increase of 686 births, 53.64 per cent. of which occurred 
in Wards 3, 7 and 11. There was a decrease of 268 births 
in Wards 2, 4, 5, 6, 8 and10. Only 23.48 per cent. of the 
births occurred in the six last-named wards, which contain ; 
upwards of 34 per cent. of the population of the entire city. 
The decrease in Ward 2 (41) is a legitimate one, and is ow- 
ing to the rapidly diminishing population in that locality ; but 
the large decrease in each of Wards 4, 8 and 10 is not to be 
accounted for on similar grounds. 

The number of colored children born was 132, being in the 
ratio of one birth in 27.27 of the colored: population, or 86.66 
births to each 1,000 of that class. The births of white chil- 
dren were in the ratio of 28.57 to the white population, or 
35 in each 1,000. The colored births were 113 less than the 
colored decedents. In the preceding year the deaths ex- 
ceeded the births by 47. This interesting result is not an 
exceptional one, but is witnessed every year, and plainly 
shows that the African race is an exotic one in northern 
latitudes. 


II. TWIN BIRTHS. 1878. 


Both Both 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 
males. |females. feninle: 


Both parents born in the United States. .......e-. 3 8 8 14 
os ve OMPOLADG | ceieg e150 6 le Vales eitell oe « 9 10 14 33 

i Ke Beotland +s 201°» -ieds tenements : : 1 1 

sé «* British American Provinces. . . a 2 3 

ce pi IG CTINAN yop oe tra oot ais ons SOI G u 1 i 3 

of INUIKCCRIOLEIOTI de Heo Usecliehie a manititeMamre ns 2 1 3 

cs Unmixed foreign . 2 <\.6f sways ists she 1 1 2 
Father foreign, mother United States. . .... eee 1 5 1 7 
‘6 6United States, mother foreign. . . 11. « « ee 2 . 2 

‘© unknown, mother United States. ........ 1 y 3 2 6 
PDOGRIB cy pints tieles te ie hota we 0 sala rsice lela ge ke homers 21 25 28 74 
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There was an increase of 10 plural births over the number 
reported in the preceding year, embracing one instance of 
triplets. The number of cases in which both parents were 
foreign-born was 46; and including those instances in which 
one or both parents were of foreign nativity was 59, making 
78.66 per cent. of all the plural births. This statement in- 
cludes the triplets (of Irish parentage), which is not con- 
tained in the above table. ‘The ratio of plural to single births 
was 1 in 130.92. 


ITI. STILL-BIRTHS. 1878. 


Sex | Sex 
Males. | Females. kwh: Males. | Females. ankwine 

January..... 23 23 . OULy el uie, leans 31 15 ° 

February ... 26 4 . AUSUSt Pres os 29 12 ° 
IWAECHI.) 0.6 6° 85 22 ; September... 23 20 

BASDYIE ts 6 faj16° 80 15 1 October Veter a. 17 16 z, 
May . see. 22 13 November... 23 19 
DUNG. 0 3 so 27 12 é December ... 32 25 

318 196 1 


There was a decrease of 45 still-births compared with the 
preceding year. The ratio of these births to those born alive 
was one in 18.81. In the preceding year the rate was 1 in 
16.55. It ,will be observed that the males exceeded the 
females by no less than 122 or 23.69 per cent. There were 
three twin births among the number. Their parentage is 


~ seen in the following table : — 


iris, | Peto to Births. | _ Batic to Births. 
Population. Population. 
Native... . 157 | lin 893.00 |/English. . 26 | 1in 234.00 ||Other for’n. 50 
Trish... . 202 | lin 281.68 ||Germany . 30 | Lin 215.53 ||Unknown . 50 
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It will be seen by the above, that the highest ratio of still- 
births was of children of German parentage, and the lowest 
of children of native parents. ‘The difference in favor of the 
latter, over either of those tabulated, is very large. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages during the year was 3,883, an 
increase of 121, or an advance of 38.22 per cent. over the 
preceding year. ‘This is a fair increase, and equals the prob- 
able growth of the population during the same period. The 
rate is 28 marriages in each 1,000 of the population, or one 
person married to each 35.61 of the whole population. 
Throughout the State at large, the marriage rate cannot be 
far from 22 in a thousand, showing a difference between town 
and country of six in a thousand in favor of the latter. 
Perhaps any attempt to account for this discrepancy would 
be barren of any satisfactory result; but the fact is no less 
important, nevertheless. There can be, however, but two 
valid reasons assigned, viz. : inability to support a family, or 
an unwillingness to do it. That the first is not the true rea- 
son is evident from the fact, that the most indigent and im- 
provident of the community, and the least calculated to sup- 
port a family, furnish by far the largest number of candidates 
for matrimony. The remaining reason is an unwillingness 
to assume the marriage relation. 

It is safe to say that the human nature of to-day is, in no 
essential particular, different from that of generations back, 
and that it would, if not subjected to repressive influences, 
be likely to manifest its chief characteristic in the only way 
in which it can be legitimately shown. Where this natural — 
tendency is interrupted, a positive loss results, which is none 
the less real or vital because it does not appear on the sur- 
face, and, as a consequence, escapes the notice of the super- 
ficial. This is not confined to the individual, but affects the 
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whole community. This subject is an important one, and is 
a prime factor in every branch of vital statistics. To those 
who are able to read numerical results, the picture, which is 
here only suggested, is an unpleasant one, and exhibits 
humanity in its weakest condition. 


MONTHS. Marriages. | Per cent. MONTHS. Marriages. |Per cent. 
SOQNUATY ss ss + 365 9.40 SLL Vin sh see t cane l.« 299 7.70 
February ....+.-s 354 - 9,12 EAT SIGE sarepremeiten ste 270 6.95 
IMALCIE ss) ¢) 0 6" /6 135 3.48 SG OMOXIY cic o G ¢ 364 9.37 
0S 90 eR 290 TAT | Octohersece wares "402 10.35 
May sels ce oe a we 345 8.89 November ....-. 442 11.38 
POMC yale 3s « 6 2 6 386 9.94 December oe atey a 231 5.95 

3,883 100.00 


Nearly 22 per cent. of the marriages occurred during the 
months of October and November. The fewest in any one 
month took place, as usual, in March, those in that month 
making only 3.47 of the whole number. The daily average 


of marriages was 10.64. 
2 
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IV. MARRIAGES.— BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


: F 
BIRTHPLACES OF a a = 4 
GROOMS oe | eed | 4 eat age 3 43 
J as ieie) as | 3149) ose 
to) ° i 2 Fics gis Bie q ty 2 S a Py 
e121 32) mg lal Ss p33) oe be H 
2y arcs) een a5 2 Bedi legzry = o|/PS si iS o 
Q\la|on|HAs |All ae | MA | Ol Oe uy 
GRE TET ee ee —_r SS SSS ee — a 
IBOStOM awe, ee ters 214, 90 81 13 50 2 31 2 5 488 | 12.57 
Other places in th 
Stabe emt siiclt. . .| 186) 146) 124 15 28 3 37 2 : -| 491 | 12,64 
Other States... . ./| 170} 104) 364 17 43 5 84 5 7 1} 800 | 20.60 
England and Wales.| 26; 17; 18 61) 38/245 33 1 5 «| 203 §.23 
[reland? ses «0's «| 98) 82) <20 18.) UZ ie eT) ee be ; 2 998 | 25.70 
COLMANG shelisel els) le 8 2 4 8 15} 12 15 : C 1 65 1.67 
British Am. Proyinces| 49} 29 Ale} 48 2| 209 5 5 ei waar 9.97 
Germany®. -.o...{ 19) 6) 10 10 2h. 10 | 149} 10 «| 235 6.05 
Otherforeign places.| 21| 4{ 18 61 ii. .| 10] 11) Saat eere ene 
Totals... ...{| 7386) 430} 680 157 {1029} 385} 483 | 170} 161 2 | 3,883 |» « « 


we —— ee ee | ee ee 


Per cent. . . . « |18-96/11.07| 17.51 | 4.04 |26.50} .90] 12.44 | 4.98] 415] .05| , , , | 100.00 


It will be seen by the above table, that 54.18 per cent. of 
the grooms, and 52.43 of the brides, were foreign-born ; and 
that 25.70 per cent. of the grooms, and 26.50 of the brides, 
were born in Ireland. ‘The number of marriages, in which 
both parties were native-born, was only 1,429, or 36.80 per 
cent. of the whole number. 

Of the native grooms, 19.66 per cent. married foreign 
brides; while 17.19 per cent. of the latter married native 
grooms. The number of marriages in which one or both 
parties were foreign-born was 2,454, making 63.20 per cent. 
of the whole number. 

It will also be noticed that while the Irish population — 
makes only about 23 per cent. of the whole population, the 
grooms of that nativity make about 26 per cent. of all the 
grooms. 
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V. MARRIAGES.—AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


a ‘ 
AGES OF GROOMS. g * S x S 3 ‘ =| 
c gS Ss £ £ & = m 
=) & a % = 3 H Ay 

Mmclete le sate ei cl co. s\s)e es ° 37 20 6 il e ap ae 64 1.65 


21 to 25 NA Ne a a a Seek Tae 
25 to 30 See se) Oe 8) 10) @ ef @ 6 8 he 
30 to 40 ee fe © @ © © @ 


Meira G id as,» +0. % 0 « 0 il 8 44 119 55 1 228 5.87 
ETRE ag fe ass 8 8 oe 5 9 21 31 9 75 1.93 
DUMONT 5) ollie 6 cue ss 6 0's 1 ule oie 2 4 6 13 230 
IEE ster se e em ee eh tT et Oe 1 1 2 05 


Totals. vas ie ee 8 £ =: 8's |e 6 © 8 © 587 1,702 947 516 114 17 3,883 ee 


————— | — | — | | | | | 


OS ae e - - | 15.12 | 43.83 | 24.39 | 18.29 | 2.98 44 - - {100.00 


It will be observed that 64 of the grooms (1.65 per cent.) 
were under 21 years of age. Six of these were united to 
brides between 25 and 30; and another married a bride who 
had passed her 30th year a considerable distance. Another 
groom, between 25 and 30, chose for his companion a bride 
who was rapidly nearing her half-centennial period. 

The predilections of some of the older grooms are no less 
noteworthy than those of their juniors. It will be seen, that 
one venerable candidate for matrimony, of the ripe age of 
63, married a maiden who lacked some months of reaching 
her 18th year. Another veteran, who was a considerable 
distance beyond his threescore years and ten, united himself 
to a bride between 30 and 40; while another, of the same 
mature age, contented himself with a wife who had passed 
the sober and sedate age of 50. 

Eight minor grooms were united to minor brides — two of 
the former being 20, and two of the latter 15 years of age. 
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Another youth, of 17, married a spinster of 25; and still 
another, of the same age, was united to a bride of 21. 

Of the grooms, two were 17 years of age; 27 of 19 years; 
and 385 of 20 years. Of the brides, one was only 14 years 
of age; 3 were 15; 21 of 16; and 69 of 17. 

Of the grooms, 8.18 per cent. were above 40 years of age 
at the time of their marriage; and of the brides, 18.20 
per cent. were above 30 years. 

In 361 instances (9.380 per cent. of the whole number) 
the brides were older than the grooms. ! 


VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 

First. Second. Third. Totals. 
HUN SGMATILACe etieltsl siislnells Celletus ant 8,074 231 T 3,312 
SOCOMGMNALIAGOl ic ve (le ce el siieiic ate 313 203 6 522 
FSi GenrATTIawen Nels le) .a) cael of le kettelcotne 28 17 2 AT 
OUP ATIIAT ON. ys tM. \suvede iio e: Were mts ; 1 1 ane 2 
PLOAIS Mem enisi «ke vo uedliot re 01 6” cute ce Mois ite 3,416 452 15 3,883 


It will be seen, from this table, that seven inexperienced 
grooms had the courage to marry brides who had been twice 
widowed. No less than 28 grooms chose for their third 
Wives spinsters ; another, who had been three times bereaved, 
married a maiden; while still another, of like experience, 
contented himself with one who had but once before appeared 
in the matrimonial market. | 

The first marriages of males, and the first marriages of 
females, make 85.29 and 87.97 per cent. respectively of all 
the marriages. 

The number of marriages of which both parties were col- 
ored was 82. ‘The number of instances in which the grooms 


fs 
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were colored, and the brides white, was 26, making the 
whole number of colored grooms to be 108. It will thus be 
seen that the marriage rate of the colored population was 
40.56 in a thousand; and, if the mixed marriages be con- 
sidered as colored ones, the rate is 60 in a thousand. 

The following table shows the occupations of 47.80 per 
cent. of all the grooms. It will be seen that seven or eight 
occupations or trades furnish nearly half of the whole num- 
ber of grooms. Laborers, as usual, comprise by far the 
largest class, making 18.10 per cent. of all the grooms. 


MAWOTETS) cis 0 ¢ « ss 703 Machinists and B’smiths 161 Carpenters in. ss) see loo 
CHETKS ct tem eV cl el ssc 354 IMPATINNGTS 6.6 over ee Ui! So 
Merchants and Traders, 173 Teamsters. ...... 115 1,856 


Among the grooms were 20 physicians, 12 clergymen, and 
7 lawyers. ‘The residences of the grooms were: Boston, 
3,317; other towns in the State, 380; other States, 186. 
Residences of brides: Boston, 3,522; other towns in the 
State, 218; other States, 143. 

The number of certificates of Intentions of Marriage issued 
during the year was 4,549, an increase of 125, or 2.82 per 
cent. compared with the preceding year. It will be scen 
that the number of certificates issued exceeded the number 
of marriages recorded by 666. The largest portion of these 
missing certificates are doubtless recorded in other towns, 
where the marriages were solemnized; while some, used in 
other States, will, perhaps, escape registration altogether. 
A. comsiderable number, however, do not appear in this re- 
port, on account of the culpable negligence of clergymen. 
Although the law requires that marriage returns shall be 
made to recording officers monthly, and notwithstanding 
this requirement is printed on each certificate, where it can- 
not escape notice, a large number of marriages are not sent 
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in for months after the time prescribed by statute. Of course 
these marriages do not appear on the returns furnished to 
the Secretary of State, which fact renders the State Registra- 
tion Report, which is made up from such returns, defective 
to the extent of these omissions. 7 


DEATHS. 


There were 7,869 deaths in Boston during the year, —a de- 
crease of 221 from the mortality of the preceding year. If 
the difference between the number of deaths from small-pox 
in 1872, and the number that occurred in 1873 (436) be con- 
sidered in connection with the diminished mortality of the 
latter year, there will be the difference between. 221 and 
436 (215 deaths) in favor of the general mortality of 1872, 
compared with that of 1878. 

According to the rate of increase of the population of the 
city, as shown by the State and National censuses of 1855, 
60, 65, and ’70, the population of Boston proper (including 
East and South Boston), January Ist, 1874, was 220,045 ; 
Roxbury, 42,775 ; Dorchester, 13,759 ; making an aggregate of 
276,579. According to this estimate, the death-rate was 28.45 
in a thousand, —a reduction in the general result of two in 
a thousand from that of the preceding year ; but still sufficiently 
large to awaken concern. The death-rate throughout the 
Commonwealth is about 23 inathousand. Although it is to be 
expected that large cities will exhibit a higher death-rate 
than is seen in small towns, it is evident that the present rate 
in Boston is excessive; and, with two or three exceptions, 
contrasts unfavorably with those of the last twenty years. 
Any conclusions, however, arrived at from comparisohs be- 
tween the mortality of populous cities and that of small 
towns would be far from satisfactory; as the circumstances 
in the one case would not be found in the other. In the first- 
named case, the mere aggregation of numbers involves un- 
favorable conditions from which the other is exempt. Besides 
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this, locality, soil, climate, etc., must be taken into the 
account in any consideration of the subject, and without 
which, no accurate results need be expected. 

The average age of the male decedents during the past 
year was 23 years 10 months; that of the females, 25 years 2 
months. The following table gives the average ages of eight 
classes of the population, and presents the facts in an in- 
teresting light : — 


Years. | Months. | Years. | Months. 
Native, males. .... 26 11 'B. A. Provinces, males . 11 4 
one females . 4... 31 7 a females 19 9 
MTA, WAAC. 6 563s 23 6 German, males .... 21 2 
SSRCINGICE: se fe = 6 19 3 ss females ... | 18 8 
English,males .... 25 mie Other for. pl’s, males. 21 1 
SOUR TeEIMAleS |<, 4 | 24 6 sé females 13 5 
Scotch, males. .... 29 9 Colored, males .... 22 4 
“females... . 25 2 se females ... 27 11 


It will be seen that the average age of the Scotch males 
exceeds that of any other class. The average age of native 
females was four and a half years higher than that of the native 
males. The average age of the colored females exceeds that 
of the males by five and a half years; and the average age 
of the females born in the British Provinces exceeds that of 
the males by nearly two years and a half. In each of the 
other five classes the average age of the males exceeds that of 
the females. It will also be noticed that the average age of 
the male decedents who were born in the British American 
Provinces was 11 years and 4 months, and of the females, 
13 years and 9 months. 

Another noticeable feature in the present report is the 
large number of colored decedents. There were 245 deaths 
from this class, an increase of 73 over the number of the pre- 
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ceding year. The colored population is not far from 3,600. 
According to this estimate there was 1 death to each 14.69 
of the colored population, or at the rate of 68 in a thousand. 
In contrast with this is the mortality among the whites, 
which was in the ratio of 27.93 deaths in a thousand, or 1 
death in each 35.80 persons living. Several interesting facts 
will be seen in the following : — 


Births. Marriages. Deaths. 


Population.|175 living to} No. living to | No. living to 
one Birth. |one Marriage.} one Death. 


OPEC ree sl 6 site) 6 9 eile ba* Roo ite > 272,979 28.57 36.16 ~ 35.80 
CCOLOTCU Vale es rete le ¢(e) a veke s 's vedio 3,600 27.27 16.66 14.69 


There were 26 couples married, the grooms being colored, 
and the brides white, which are embraced among the colored 
marriages in the above table. The low birth-rate, together 
with the high rate of the marriages and deaths of the colored 
population, compared with those of the whites, are striking. 
It will be seen that among that class there was one marriage 
to every 16.66 persons, and that one in every 14.69 died. 

Of the male decedents, 1,189 were married at the time of 
death, and 93 were widowers. Of the former, 689, and of 
the latter, 47, were foreign-born. Of the female decedents, 
930 were married, and 549 were widows. Of the former, 
610, and of the latter, 324, were foreign-born. It will thus 
be seen, that 30 per cent. of the male decedents, and 39.23 
per cent. of the female were, or had been, married at the 
time of their decease. It will be further noticed, that while 
only 2.27 per cent. of the males were widowers, no less than 
14.32 per cent. of the female decedents were widows. 

The number and percentage of the deaths in each quarter, 
compared with a similar statement of the preceding year, are 
given in the following : — 


pe eee é 
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1873. 1872. 
QUARTERS. a 2 B 
dg Hoan aoe La iy Ue rate ee 
® 3 © ® 3 
an eee eno te! i Bias 
| a a Ay =| Fy Bi 
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Per cent. 


wanuary— March ........ | 1,127 988 | 2,115 | 26.88 839 858 | 20.97 

Arie -OUNG ss we te et 906 820 | 1,726 | 21.93 928 849 | 21.97} .. 
July —September....... © «| 1,203 | 1,075 | 2,278 | 28.95 || 1,335 | 1,176 | 31.04] .. 
October—December. .....e..e-s 863 887 | 1,750 | 22.24 || 1,115 990 | 26.02) .. 


—_—————— | — | | —_——_— 


4,099 | 8,770 | 7,869 |100.00) | 4,217 | 3,873 |100.00 


It will be seen that the mortality during the first quarter 
was nearly 6 per cent. greater than that of the same period 
of the preceding year. The percentage during the second 
quarter was nearly the same in both years; while in the 
third and fourth quarters the mortality of 1872 exceeded 
that of 1873 by about 2 per cent. in the first-named period, 


and 4 per cent. in the last. 


VII. BIRTHPLACES OF DECEDENTS. 


Males. Females. Totals. Per Cent. 

a 8 2,026 1,855 3,881 49.32 
Other places inthe State ....... 886 321 707 8.98 
Remainder of New England...... 312 278 590 7.50 
SRHOTBSUAECHG Mets «6c 0 0 6 #6 80 0 117 103 220 2.80 
Teorey Guolel yard) CN): i 99 ca 176 2.24 
Tatil = 8 4 5-5 BSR eee 782 836 1,618 20.56 
Be 25 13 38 48 
British American Provinces. ..... 165 180 845 4.38 
Germany and North Europe ..... 113 64 177 2.25 
Other foreign places. ....-..e0s 55 32 87 Lt 
ITIICIMRstisce. 6 60 6 6 06 0 0 8 0) 6 19 att 30 38 
PRO Ien aa) 8 6) 6 0, <.'* 6) @ 0 0 66 4,099 3,770 7,869 100.00 
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The above table shows that 68.79 per cent. of the decedents 
(including half of those whose birthplaces were unknown) 
were native-born, an increase of nearly one per cent. Those 
born in Ireland make nearly 66 per cent. of all who were 
foreign-born, an increase of nearly two percent. The female 
decedents of Irish birth, and those born in the British Prov- 
inces, exceed the males in each instance, —in the first by 
54, and in the latter by 15. In each of the other classes the 
male decedents exceed the female. | 


VIII. DEATHS.— PARENTAGE. 


1873. 1872. 


BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS. 
Deaths. Per Cent. Deaths. Per Cent. 


ORION Viele eevee ew 56 6 6 18 tee 440 5.59 = 425 §.25 
Other places in the State. ....... 645 8.19 : oe 8.40 
Remainder of New England. ..... 742 9.43 752 9.30 
Other. States’... « 00s 6 ss cee 257 3.26 252 3.12 
England and Wales ..«..ee-r-se-e 353 4.49 328 4.05 
PIOUML. fo tee elon 6 as 00 ei ie, 6 3,808 . 48.39 3,875 47.89 
BCOURUd sls a + se a's sie 0 00> a 126 1.60 128 1.58 
British Provinces ..... wiiel sia met a 453 5.76 484 6.00 
Germany and North Europe...... 446 5.67 412 5.09 
Othertoreipt placess.)6 1.0. tslel« 9) sie 207 2.64 319 3.94 
PUTO STI) oS leis Sah ie tas hp! edge” webs Me 392 . 4.98 435 5.38 
CHGIS seteue. © lade cdiels ls pss 6. 9 ible 7,869 100.00 8,090 100.00 


It will be seen by the above table, that a little less than 29 
per cent. of the decedents (including half of those of unknown 
parentage) were of native parentage. Those of Irish parent-_ 
age make 48.39 per cent. of the whole number, and 68.13 
per cent. of all of foreign parentage. The table also shows 
that the same preponderance of the foreign element existed 
in the preceding year. Indeed, the same result has been 


City ReeisTrar’s Report. 19 


presented for a series of years past, and indicates very plainly 
the nature and extent of the transformation that is taking 
place in the character of the population. It is very easy to 
“understand what would have been the feeling, uay, consterna- 
tion, of the native Bostonian of a generation back, if he had 
been told of the great change that would take place in his idol 
city in a single generation, a change which statistical tables 
make very familiar, though in the most unemotional manner. 

In this connection, the following comparative statement of 
the births and deaths will be found interesting : — 


1873. 1872. 


Births.| Per Ot. || Deaths. | Per Ct. || Births. | Per Ct. ||Deaths. | Per Ct. 


Foreign fathers . .| 6,593 68.05 §.589 71.03 6,224 67.14 5,764 71,25 
American fathers .| 3,095 81.95 2,280 28.97 8,046 32,86 2,326 28.75 


9,688 | 100,00 7,869 | 100.00 9,270 | 100.00 8,090 | 100.00 


The nativity of the fathers recorded as unknown in Table I. 
is equally divided in the above table. It will be seen that 
the records of both years are nearly identical. 

The facts above exhibited are the same as those always 
witnessed, viz., that a high birth-rate is invariably followed 
by a corresponding death-rate. On such a subject, it is easy 
to speculate; and while it may be deeined satisfactory to 
some that it is affirmed that of a given number added to the 
living population a certain part will inevitably die, there are 
others who hesitate to admit the necessity of the fact. There 
may be no such necessity, indeed, except that depending on 
local or easily ascertained causes; but the fact itself is no 
less true and obvious. 

It will be seen that the decedents of foreign parentage 
were 3 per cent. in excess of the births of the same nativity ; 
and that the births of children of native parentage were 2 
per cent. in excess of the deaths of that class. 
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It will be seen by the above, that more than half of the 
deeedents (26.25 per cent.) were under one year, and that 
41.80 per cent. did not reach their fifth year. The small 
number that died between 5 and 10 (467 — 5.94 per cent.), 
— as is always the case, — is indicative of open air-and exer- 
cise. The number of decedents under 20 years of age 
made 51.34 per cent. of all who died, the same as the pre- 
ceding year. It will be noticed that only in five of the 
divisional periods, the female decedents exceeded the male, 
viz., between 10 and 15, 15 and 20, 70 and 80, 80 and 90, 
and over the latter age. Between 70 and 100, the excess 
was 86. ‘There were 184 more male decedents under one 
year than female; 118 more between 20 and 30, and 57 
between 50 and 60. There was one female who was over 
100 years at the time of death. The whole number of de- 
cedents over 50 years of age was 1,500, 19 per cent. of 
all who died. 

The following table givesthe number, parentage, and per- 
centage of the decedents under 15 years of age : — 


lday. |1d. to 6m./6m.to12m.| 1 to 5 yrs.| 5to 10. | 10 to 15.|| Per Cent. 


PARENTAGE. 
Neo Meo ie} Met OB. cM. |) BS Mea Ma |) M. 1th 


Native... .j| 23 | 16 | 233 | 170 | 99 76 | 141 | 140 | 46) 29) 15 | 18 || 28.03 | 25.38 
Foreign... .| 52 | 44 | 443 | 398 | 275 | 287 | 484 | 458 | 125} 118] 51 | 65 || 71.97 | 74.62 


Sy | ee ee nr 


Totals. . .| 75 | 60 | 676 | 568 | 374 | 313 | 625 | 598 | 171] 147| 66 | 83 


a ee ed ee ee 


Per Cent. . |3.78 |3.39 |34.02 | 32.11]18.82 | 17.70|31.45 | 33.80) 8.61] 8.31| 3.32] 4.69) | 100.00] 100.00 


The number of decedents under 15 years of age was 3,756, 
making 47.73 per cent. of the whole number who died. No 
less than 135, 3.59 per cent., died on the day of their birth ; 
1,244, 33.12 per cent., were between one day and six 
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months; 687, 18.29 per cent., between six months and one 
year; 1,223, 32.56 per cent., between one year and five. 
The children of foreign parentage number 2,750, making 
73.22 per cent. of all the?decedents under 15 years of age. 
According to sex, 71.97 per cent. of the males, and 74.62 
per cent. of the females, were of foreign parentage. 


X. FOREIGN-BORN DECEDENTS ABOVE FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE. 


BIRTHPLACES. 
Total B a. 5 st ia 
eee. Deaths. | rd < g S « g 
= Ea & | ga S +.B, || Totals. | Per Ct. 
e ee 3 a g 2s 
® | selves ae 2 ee 
fl pe Yeo] Ba) of tee 
USS ROPES Aa GSEs Ae OMEnNG 284 43 25 1 37 10 9 125 44.00 
SANGO BLD) ats Guio sol higes 950 268 385 8 114 30 27 482 50.74 
SURCONAO ee helt tie” alte |. 770 3lT 35 6 78 27 21 484 62.86 
ZOLA” A a. ch Ce ae DIO 609 278 26 9 40 3l i 391 64.20 
DOMLOTGO Buea cet lien ale te ele 531 258 18 6 19 YALE 4 332 62.52 
GUO Outs itent oi eineale belie 487 179 PAL 5 15 20 6 246 56.29 
TO OBO NIA ance Ts acme 336 || 135 7 2 5| 14 2 165 | 49.11 
SO tO90 Te atlas (s 3 tes 166 45 3 . 2 6 3 59 385.504 
Over Ouse. wie ne Mats 380 14 F és 1 : 15 50.00 
EU OCAS a elise tee ete ne 4,113 || 1,537 170 ou 310 166 79 2,299 
4 Peon Osh our He comer Gl 5 52.27 || 87.83 | 4.18 91 7.63 | 4.08 | 1.94 55.90 


The first column of figures gives the total number of! de- 
cedents above fifteen years of age; the last column but one 
the number of those who were foreign-born. The last two 
horizontal columns give the number and percentage of the 
deaths according to nativity. It will be seen that in only 
three of the divisional periods embraced in the above table 
(those between 15 and 20, 70 and 80, and 80 and 90, was 
the percentage of the foreign-born decedents less than that 
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of the native-born. In the three decennial periods between 
30 and 60, the difference in favor of the native element was 
very great. Of the thirty who were over 90 years of age at 
the time of death, half were native-born, while fourteen of 
the remainder were born in Ireland. | 
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Accidents. — The number of deaths from casualties, it will 
be seen, was 268, or 3.40 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
The deaths from the same causes, during the preceding year, 
made 3.53 per cent. of the mortality of the same period. 
The reported forms and nature of the casualties, so far as 
they could be readily obtained, are seen in the following : — 


No. of No. of 
Deaths. Deaths. 
OUPTAUTORUS 6/5 \(p 06 6 6 300s ess 42 Run over by vehicles . « » « « « e 6 
SMDOTSOMAlILOAGdS | s elec rele) © els 6 Caught in machinery . « « « « « «| 6 
YPOWTO Ais e) » 6 6 e019) be ie Ne xe 35 Gunshot... 2. 1 3 
DCAIded 2 0/5 s/c 6 5 0 + te 2 60 12 Poisoned by landanum ....ee-e 2 
Sunstroke 2... 2 eee ne we 8 vd “© arsenic .. « «+ eee 3 
tiie ces Wats tre ea tie tise cy oe eit sla te 7 ‘ “ liquid ammonia... 1 
Fell from buildings. .....s.-. 11 re “ tincture ofiodine.../ 1 
tres’ So windows % «cei «ise 0 10 es “¢ vitriol « » ¢)suslenets a 
came UC RtAUINGS Pease) ous Ue ss cs 6 - *¢ chloroformis . 2 s\6 « 1 
PeMECLONVDNSLALIS co Weticlte le) leuetie tele 5 Suffocated by gas. + se ee ees 2 
POPOL IGEWALK 5.6 is) + 6a) 008s 3 He ‘© bean inthroat.... 1 
SeMUTOMACAEIS 1% Wee's ‘ells 0% ike 3 oe ‘° pedclothes .. ee «6. 1 
SG SSTSLCATIUN Metistte ls is lieliicule Felis 2 ce in hurning house....{ 1 
Diet eePAUITOAG CATS nie to. 6 «ees 2 a overlaid... +«seeee-}] 1 
se SOM ClOVACOL Mc ats 1s) eats foils’ voles 2 ce unknown. .«ee-eee 1 
Sti“ S barbers Dole c/s. sles is 1 \} From blasting... « « ¢ semen 
te “ vessel’s rigging . 2... 1 se frostbite |. oi es) a eman ss enanyn ane 
s¢* “into WE OK A Ma igke 1 «wrestling ...-+sceceses re 
SEM Mwah atv ne ee 1 tc exposure . «| +, 4 /arsaeueeene 1 
CSOD A Clarets ettelpaite Pele ioe ks ik ‘¢ bursting of grindstone ... i 
s¢ 6through scuttle. .. 1... 1 Oo ee ‘6 fly-wheel . . = e 1 
a Sf uy IMALOR WAY (ss ea 6 6 a ‘é explosion of boiler .«...} I 
ce ‘¢ skylight . Oo Oia i Crushed by iron post . . « « «« 1 
By fall of buildings... «+++. 2 «= 6 driving under a shed. . 1 
StS RCATLO I ta MeMiclsis hele )le 6 i's 2 Heem., from bite oftongue .... 1 
We UOTE Wellis ago an OG aoe 2 Thrown from buggy... « «ee. 1 
UO DG CON EEA A cy aero, Bina eat 4 Struck by wagon . . . ceusl smn 1 
SOMES RTSAStONG lip Mewioielemeie (6 levis 2 Fractures of limbs, spine, etc... . 21 
shone a So bale ot COMOM steels 6 1 Various 1. . « 5 0 «6 « wyenaeen 26 
phe ste OF NGAI ae otoits ab tw Ewe oe |x i 
COSTE TT Ohne ments Mpire' le delis hsite 1 268 
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It will be seen that 17.90 per cent. of the deaths from ac- 
cidental causes occurred on railroads (including six on horse 
‘railroads), and 13 per cent. of them were from drowning. 

Brain, Diseases of. —'The number of deaths thus desig- 
nated, was 410, 5.21 per cent. of the whole mortality. Those 
reported as “meningitis” and “congestion of brain,” are 
embraced in the enumeration. 

Bronchitis. — The number of deaths thus designated was 
196, a decrease of 4, making 2.49 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. The following table exhibits the number of 
deaths from bronchitis in each of 16 years, beginning with 
1854. There were no deaths reported from this cause in 
1855. This may be accounted for from the fact that phy- 
sicians’ certificates were not then required, and this particular 
disease may not have readily suggested itself to those making 
the returns. In 1860 and 1861, the City Registrar was 
unable, from want of time, to issue his annual report. It 
will be seen that the mortality from this cause during the 
first five years offers a strong contrast to that of the following 
eleven : — 


1854.2. es ee BOMIPISHO S75 0) 6) o 6 18 | 1865 .. ese. 96 | 1869... «22 146 
1856. 2 ww woe TAPEOCA 6s. 6 0) ee 104>| 1866), .- «sy «ues TUG | 1STO, eek eyo) wo 163 
Det i wich seks + « PAE ASOS) os) «0's IO Vana Hb ooo LSAT | NASTY. 0) sey oh oe 156 
PSD S cece elves 4" 9 | 1864 . . 2 «0's 227 \eLOCOm sen sisi ens 1S) OS BBG AS 200 


Cancer. — There were 141 deaths reported from this cause, 

an increase of 34 compared with the preceding year. The 

ages of the decedents, with the local manifestations of the 

disease, so far as they could be ascertained, are given in the 
following : — 


Males. 
Back» . 
Bladder . . 

56 ee 
es ee 
Bowels .. 
os ee 
se ee 
Cs ee 
Brain ... 


Head and face. 


Jaw 
Liver . 


Tongue 


6c 


. 


Not ascertained 


Age. 


Not ascertained 


66 


ce 


Total males 


Lemales. 


BAGH a, Wry 


Bowels 


ISTCASbI sais 
Sa e «0.9 ‘eo 
os oe ee 
ots eo eee 

Breast & bow’ls 

Cheah pietaege: 
& 


Cre. 2 9 
HACC! ch sue adhe 


OAW Weare tenets 
Jaw &eye.. 
TVG atete ese 
ut eee © 
‘© & bowels 
“ & uterus 
Mouth... s/s 
Ovary | ope ate 
Pelvign tees is 
Rectumiy. <> 
=e eee 
3 oo e 
Gu eee 
re ee 6 
BIGa se es 
Stomach... 
cs eee 
(hs eee 
«6 eee 
se eee 
6 co ee 
Bs ee fe 
ss eo ee 
as eee 
4 oe tre 
see 
sé ee e 
“ eee 


68 


‘Stomach 


Uterus . 


Notascertained 


6é 


ee 


Total females 


58 


91 


'. . eee 
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Chol. Infantum, Diarrhea, Dysentery.—There were 
801 deaths from these causes during the year, making 10.18 
per cent. of the whole mortality, but showing a decrease of 
170 deaths compared with the preceding year. The number 
of deaths from cholera infantum was 126 less than that of 
the year before. There were 262 deaths from this disease 
in the month of August, showing a daily average of 8.45 
deaths. In the month of July, 1872, there were 327 deaths 
from the same cause, exhibiting a daily average of 10.55 
deaths. Nearly 5% per cent. of the mortality from these 
diseases, occurred in Wards 1, 2, 7, 12 and 15. Of the 
97 deaths in ward 7, 74 were in that part of the ward lying 
in South Boston, which, with the deaths in ward 12, make 
the percentage in that portion of the city to be 21.35. 
There were 12 deaths at No. 102 Portland street. This 
house is known as a boarding-place for children, and those 
brought there are of that class who, of all others, are the 
least able to resist disease. 

Cholera Morbus. — The number of deaths thus designated 
was 39, including three reported as cholera, — 19 males and 
20 females. The wards, streets, and numbers where the 
deaths occurred are given in the following table. Those 
marked with an asterisk (*) were reported as cholera; those 
marked + indicate two deaths in the house. 


Ward 1. 63 Brighton. 83 Seventh. 33 Dove. 
191 Marion st. 10 Bridge-st. ct.f 2 Utica pl. IGS): ** 
160 Saratoga. 81 Brighton. Lally’s bl’k, 3d st. Cor. I and First. 
145 Chelsea. Ward 4. Ward 8. Ward 18. 
Ward 2. 37 Travers. 97 Albany. 20 Webber. 
354 Commercial. 20 Crescent pl. 13 Pleasant. Ward 14. 
516 bs Ward 5. Ward 9. 18 Belmont. 
119 North. 5 Wharf.* 24 Wheeler. 666 Shawmut av. 
174 North.* 136 Kingston. Ward 11. Ward 15. 
162 Endicott. Ward 6. 581 Shawmut ay. 45 Heath.* j 
5 Carter place. 4 Mt. Vernon. 8 E. Lenox. 15 Mindora. 
Ward 3. Ward 7. Ward 12. 4 Amory. 
42 Auburn. 27 Oneida.t 517 Eighth. 
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Consumption. —The number of deaths from this disease 
was 1,194, — 568 males, and 626 females, — an increase of 
33 compared with the preceding year, and making 15.17 per 
cent. of the entire mortality. This is in the ratio of one 
death from this cause to 6.59 deaths from all other causes, 
and exhibits a daily average of 3.27 deaths. There was an 
increase of deaths in the first and third quarters, the per- 
centage in the first-named period being 27.64, and the last, 
24,12. The percentages in the second and fourth were 24.54 
and 23.70, respectively. * 


The birthplaces of the decedents are seen in the following : 


Birthplaces. Males. Females. Totals. Per cent. 

“Teaet RSLS aaa a ees 209 | 229 438 36.68 
“daca aigiaeens nag ede 18 10 28 2.34 
AERLAB cM sets Yo: Soreness og: 199 229 428 35.85 
soit) oe Go Sud OSB OO a Gece 3 2 5 42 
British American Provinces. ......- 29 51 80 6.70 
G@etaamyilal Lite. FE Ue 29 14 43 3.60 
Other foreign places... 2. 6 2s 2 os 7 6 13 1.09 
Children of foreign parents ....... 74 85 159 13.32 
568 626 1,194 100.00 


It will be seen by the above, that 63.32 per cent. of the 
decedents from consumption (including chlidren of foreign 
parentage under 15 years of age) were foreign-born. This 
is an increase of 2.32 per cent. in the mortality compared 
with the year before. Those born in Ireland make nearly 
36 per cent. of the whole number, and 56.61 per cent. of 
those who were foreign-born. The number of deaths in each 


ward, and in the various hospitals, are seen in the following 
table :— - 
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Wards. | Deaths.| Per Ct.| | Wards.| Deaths.| Per Ct.|| Public Institutions. | Deaths.| Per Ct. 


at ye 91 . 7.62 Diemer 48 3.60 ||Consumptives’ Home 69 5.78 
2. 11 | 10.13 |10...| 73 | 6.11 ||City Hospital ...| 37 | 3.10 
Sie 69 4.94 |11... 47 3.94 ||Mass. Gen. Hospital 20 1.68 
4. 37 3.10 |/12.. - 80 6.70 ||Carney Hospital . . 18 1.51 
Dies 40 3.85 |13... 27 2.26 ||St. Ann’sInf.Asyl’m| 15 1.26 
6 : 32 2.68 |i14... 30 2.51 ||DeerIsland .... 8 .67 
7. 161 13.48 |(15... 53 4.44 ||Rainsford Island. . 7 .59 
3 . 42 3.52 |(16... 49 4.10 ||Other places... . 35 2.93 

985 | 82.48 ~ 209 | 17.52. 


_ As usual, the largest mortality from this disease occurred 
in Ward 7, no less than 13.48 per cent. of the deaths falling 
to the share of that ward. Ward 2 furnishes the next largest 
number, the mortality in the two localities making 23.62 per 
cent. of all the deaths from this disease. In 1872, 26.62 
per cent. of the deaths occurred in those wards. Of the. 
161 deaths in Ward 7, 1238 were in the South Boston portion 
of the ward; these, added to the deaths in Ward 12, make 
the deaths from consumption in South Boston to be 17 per 
cent. of the whole number. It will also be seen that 72 
per cent. of the deaths from this disease, in South Boston, 
occurred in streets south of Broadway, embracing the ter- 
ritory beginning at Dorchester avenue, and extending to 
Dorchester street. The deaths in the various hospitals make 
17.52 per cent. of the whole mortality from consumption. 
_ These cases properly belong to the various wards, and would, 
if they were thus distributed, affect the percentage in those 
localities to that extent. 

The ages of the decedents from consumption, with the 
percentages in each division of ages, are seen in the follow- 
ing : — 
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Ages. Under 1.} 1to5. | 5 to 15. | 15 to 20. | 20 to 30. | 30 to 40. | 40 to 50. | Over 50. 


Sex. M.| F.|M.| F. | M.| BF. | M..| FF. | Mo} OR. | Ms | Bist ee ieee ae 


Deaths... .| 22) 25) 20); 20} 10} 26) 48) 59) 164] 188) 184; 128) 76) 98} 94 82 
Per Cent. . . | 3.87} 4.00) 3.52) 3.18] 1.76] 4.15] 8.45] 9.43|28.88 | 30.03 | 23.59) 20.45 |13.38 | 15.66 | 16.55 |13.10 


From the above it appears that 52.46 per cent. of the 
male and 50.48 per cent. of the female decedents died 
between 20 and 40 years of age. Between 40 and 50, the 
females exceeded the males by nearly 2 per cent., and over 
50, the males exceed the females by nearly 2 1-2 per cent. 

The following table gives only those instances in which 
there were more than one male decedent of the same occu- 
pation. There were 86 others of as many different occupa- 
tions, and 83 with none, embracing 52 children under 15 
years of age. 


ow 


Laborers. . . . .120 | Waiters..... 8 | Blacksmiths... Clergymen... 
Olerks 2'.). ..'. 85 |.Painters .,......6 | Plumbers ......., 8 | Hostersecueee 


Carpenters ... 21 | Physicians... 5 {| Coachmen.... 8 | Engineers... . 


2 

2 

2 
radersic..< « 1 20.5) Porters) sv. 5 | Barbers... 5. « 3 | Bookbinders.. 2 
Mariners .... 19 | Bartenders... 5 | Bdg-housekeepers 38 | Organ builders. 2 
Teamsters. . . . 18 | Marbleworkers. 5 | Carvers..... 38 | Policemen... 2 
Tailors .... . 12 | Farmers,etc... 5 | Moulders... 2 | Druggists. . . 2 
Shoemakers. . . 12 | Masons..... 4 | Expressmen... 2 | Saloonkeepers. 2 
Machinists. . . . 10 | Brass-finishers . 4 | Butchers..... 2) Stewards.... 2 
Printers. .... 9 {| Upholsterers... 4 Gasser ite ne Renee Cigarmakers oenh ke 
Coopers. ...-. 8 | Merchants... 8 {| Hackmen.... 2 —- 
Cabinetmakers. . 8 Stonecutters - « 8 | Musicians». .). 2 399 


The class who stand at the head of the above list make 
no less than 21.13 per cent. of the whole number of male 
decedents from consumption. When it is remembered that 
the employments of this numerous class lead them to the 
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most unfavorable localities, and that they are compelled to 
occupy the most unsuitable habitations, superadded to which 
are improper diet and insufficient clothing, accompanied by 
a characteristic absence of personal prudence and careful- 
ness, it cannot be a matter of surprise that this class should 
furnish so large a number of victims to consumption. 

Clerks form the next numerous class, furnishing 6.16 per 
cent. of all the male consumptives. Carpenters, mariners, 
and teamsters severally exceed shoemakers and tailors, two 
numerous classes, who, from their sedentary employments, 
might be supposed to be peculiarly liable to attacks from 
phthisis.° 

Croup and Diphtheria. — The number of deaths reported 
from these causes, was 119, —59 from the former, and 60 
from the latter, — an increase of 25 compared with the pre- 
ceding year. 

Diarrhea and Dysentery.— The number of deaths thus 
reported was 185 (128 of the first and 57 of the last named 
disease), making 2.35 per cent. of all the deaths. The mor- 
tality in the several wards and hospitals is given below : — 


: Wards. |Deaths.||} Wards. |Deaths.} Wards. | Deaths. Wards. | Deaths. 


2 | eS ee 


Ups, sh wl elo 12 Gite hidtels 7 OS enetemens 6 Asi cfs yet ete 6 
Ze eee ee 17 Ora eo one 4 10.2. 2 oe 10 of ee 2 
Steps s 6 6 ¢ 8 Uda ates « 37 rhe 6 6 aS 8 nas eOecict i 13 
Ae weees 3 Si shelle ele 6 AZ eeeka. < 20 16...2.-. 2 


There were 5 deaths in the City Hospital; 4 in the Mas- 
sachusetts; 3 at Deer Island; and 12 in other institutions. 
It will be observed that 59 per cent. of the deaths occurred 
in Wards 1, 2, 7,10, 12 and 15. Of the number who died 
in Ward 7 (20 per cent. of the decedents from these 
causes) 29 died in the South Boston portion of the ward. 
Over 26.48 per cent. of the deaths from these causes occurred 
in South Boston. 


i! 
cam 
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Fever, Scarlet. — The present record shows that this dis-. 


ease was very prevalent during the year. The number that 
died was 474, an increase of 216 over the number recorded 
in the preceding year. The deaths from this cause make 6 
per cent. of the entire mortality. The birthplaces of the 
decedents were: United States, 444 (837 of these were 
children of foreign parentage); 9 born in Ireland; 12 in 
England; 4 in the British Provinces; 1 in Germany, and 4 
in other foreign places. The ages of the decedents are 
given in the following :— 


- 1S So So i} oS 
3 oi os is = i <3 * ved a 
2) 3 | 8 | 8 | 8.1 3 | 5 dhs 
p 4 a 6 19 = = & 4 7 i= 
Males ..'... | 17 | 39 | 41 | 70 | 52 9 2 2 236 
43 | 414 9a "sb ony 2 238 


Females ... | 15 


No less than 59.70 per cent. of the deaths from this cause 
occurred in Wards 2, 7,12 and 15. Only 14 per cent. of 
the deaths took place in Wards 4, 5, 8, 9,13 and 16. Of 
the whole number of deaths in Ward 7 all but 14 were in 
South Boston. The mortality in this part of the city, there- 
fore, makes 26.79 per cent. of the whole mortality from this 
disease. ‘The locality where each death occurred: will be 
seen in Table XIV. 

Fever, Typhoid. — The number of deaths reported from 
this cause was 243, an increase of 14 over the number re- 
corded in 1872, making a little over 3 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. The number of deaths in Wards 1, 2, 7, 12 and 
15, make 48.15 per cent. of the whole number of deaths 
from this disease. All but two deaths in Ward 7 occurred 
in the South Boston portion of that ward, which, with those 
occurring in Ward 12, make 17.69 per cent. of the whole 
number of deaths from this cause. There were but three 
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deaths in each of Wards 3, 5 and 6; 5 in Ward 4; 6 in 
Ward 14; 10 in each of Wards 11 and 16; and 11 in each 
of Wards 9, 10 and 13. There were 24 deaths in the City 
Hospital, and half that number in the Massachusetts General 
Hospital. The number of decedents in the various hospitals 
make 18.10 per cent. of the entire number. If these were 
distributed in the several wards, where they undoubtedly 
contracted the disease, the percentage in those places would 
be changed to that extent. Table XV. exhibits the localities 
in which the deaths occurred. : 

Heart, Disease of. —The number of deaths thus reported 
was 144, — 124 males and 120 females, —showing a decrease 
of 126 from the number reported in 1872. The instances in 
which the specific forms of the disease were given by physi- 
cians are exhibited in the following : — 


Hypertrophy ..13| Valvular ... .10 | Fatty degeneration 2 | Carditis ..... 1 


Pericarditis .. .138 Enlargement .. 1 


Angino Pectoris. 7 Endocarditis ... 1 


Malformations. —'The number of instances thus reported 
was 50,— 29 males and 21 females. The character of the 
malformations is indicated in the following : — 


Cyanosis..... 31 | Spina Bifida. . . 4 | Inperf..Anus .. 2 | UrinaryOrgans.. 1 


Ofehearteavs « 21 Asie intestinal 3... . 9 |) Of throat) st). . 1 Unknown of Sh eed 


Meningitis, Cerebro-sp. — There were 216 deaths reported 
from this cause (2.75 per cent. of the whole mortality), an 
increase of 156 compared with the preceding year. The 
sexes of the decedents were equally divided. During the 
year 1872 the deaths from this cause were pretty evenly 
distributed throughout the year; but, in the past year, 67.59 
per cent. of the mortality from this cause occurred in the 
months of March, April and May. It will be seen by Table 
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XVI. that 32.40 per cent. of the mortality from this dis- 
ease occurred in Wards 1, 2 and 7, and only 16.66 per cent. 
in Wards 5, 6, 8,.9 and 16. The ages of the decedents are 
given below : — 


5 ils |8/8 | 818 18) 8 [ets 
319 | & |S | -8 8 I's Sie 
Pio | |8 !|a8 | 8 | season 
Males... + eee 4T 16 Ab 6 ll 10 3 4 
Females. . « « «+ « 40 21 8 11 8 3 1 


Small-Pox. —The number of deaths from this disease was 
302, a decrease of 436 compared with the preceding year. 
There were but 36 deaths from this cause subsequent to Feb- 
ruary, the last one occurring on the 15th of July. The 
. deaths from this disease make 5.54 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. In the preceding year the percentage was 9.11. 
The following table gives the number of deaths in each ward. 
Those that occurred in the small-pox hospitals (147) are 
omitted : — | 


Wards. Deaths. Wards. Deaths. Wards. Deaths. Wards. Deaths. 


Lee re ehrene 16 5 2 Eb org. she 1 13 os ine 2 
Die Letelte is 64 Gls fewe le 14 ONNS os te 5 |14 .-+.. 1 
Peelers 6 5 7 15 Lites 3 15 ul 
4. cee 5 8 1 ph eee a 17 16 Bosra. 1 


To Ward 2 is credited 14.68 per cent. of the deaths from 
this disease. The small number occurring in some of the 
other wards is doubtless accounted for by the removal of 
persons attacked by the disease to the hospitals. 

Pneumonia. — There was a marked decrease in the mor-_ 
tality from this disease recorded in the preceding year. The 
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number of deaths was 463, making 5.88 per cent. of the 
whole number. In 1872, the deaths from pneumonia made 
8 percent. of the entire mortality. If those reported as con- 
gestion of the lungs (108) be embraced with the others, the 
combined mortality will make 7.26 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Premature Birth. — The number of instances thus reported 
was 121,—an increase of 21. Regarding some of these cases, 
- there was some doubt whether they should not be regarded 
as still-births, and omitted from the table; but as they were 
born alive, though respiring but a brief space, they were 
finally regarded as having formed a part of the living popu- 
lation and designated accordingly. 

Puerperal Diseases. —The number of deaths from diseases 
attendant on childbirth was 100,—an increase of 28 compared 
with the year before. It is elsewhere stated in this report 
that of the whole number of females who died, 930 were mar- 
ried at the time of their deaths. It will thus be seen that one 
in 9.30 of this number died in childbirth, or from diseases 
incident to that condition. The specific forms of the diseases, 
and the ages of the decedents, were thus reported : — 


AGES, 


18 to 20. | 20 to 25. | 25 to 30. | 30 to 35. | 35 to 40. | 40 to 42. 


WOnVOISIONS sohel c's 6's at 3 4 6 2 1 


Mixhaustion........ nae aire ahs 1 

Hemorrhage (uterine) .. 1 1 

INEGEINAE Cialis! wy s0 © 0, ul 2 13 10 6 

MOUIMes = 5 2 2 es 6 1 5 15 9 a 2 
Phlegmasia dolens.... ans ae < 1 

Rupture of uterus .... 45 1 

Not ascertained ...... eat 1 2 2 3 


Suicides. —The number of deaths thus reported was 32, 


—an increase of three, —26 males and 6 females. ‘The 
6 
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modes adopted by the decedents to produce dow are seen 
in the following table : 


Ghioroform 2526.51... 1 Hangin Fue) ete lee ies eee 4 | Poisoned 2"). e. ssuewene 7 


Cutithroat yemerss cise ie 3 | Jumped from window.. .1 | Shooting ........ 12 
Crushed by R. R. cars .. .1 | Drowned ........-s 2 | Severed femoral artery.. 1 


Tumors. — There were 27 deaths thus classed, — five males 
and 22 females. Their locations, with the ages of the dece- 
dents, are designated in the following : — 


Pe s ° 2 ° . ° ° . ° 
1/8 /ae {81S} 8)/s/e)}s)s}s]s 
Z £ 2 = 2 8 8 2 2 £ 2 4 
PTS | S18 | &is | 8 fae eee 

‘Apdominali... ss « sees 1 wo elas: euiel sorcus al seabed ease 1 1 1 1 

IDEA Gece acter. be re i 

ISTE ASE Mets) hs cd auto 1 

VG merelite tetiatice (ie ile as 1 1 

Wastes o Neriedsi s'%e 1 

TAVCL ars ie sAslicurettekes i: 

INGCKarie deus viens ests ak : 

Ovarian*. 1.9. «4 1 2 2 1 i 

SLOMIACD ts tele cibet tc 1 -f 

Dterine «+. «ss bs 1 1 2 1 1 1 


Tabes Mesenterica and Marasmus. —'The number of deaths 
designated by these two terms was 305 (265 of the former, 
and 40 of the latter), making 3.88 per cent of the whole 
mortality. There is too much reason to believe that the term 
“marasmus” is very frequently made to do duty as a sort of 
medical packhorse for all the doubtful diseases that cannot 
be readily disposed of otherwise, when convenience renders it 
advisable to impose the burden. | 
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The death in the wards and public institutions are given in 
the following : — 


Wards. |Deaths.| Per Ct. || Wards.| Deaths.| Per Ct. Hospitals. Deaths.|PerCt. 


1 610 7.75 iets 296 3.76 ||City Hospital... . 304 
2 923 11.78 ID a 4 335 4.26 ||Mass. Gen. Hospital . 188 | 
3 389 4.94 tes 333 4,23 ||St. Ann’s Inf. Asylum 168 
4 218 2.77 12 655 8.382 ||Consumptives’ Home 69 
5 215 2.73 ini he 231 2.94 ||\Carney Hospital. .. 45 fim 
6 289 3.67 14a. 255 3.24 ||DeerIsland..... 42 
7 998 12.68 1b. 527 6.70 ||House of Correction . 10 | 
8 243 | 3.09 |}16 ..| 267 | 3.40 ||Other Institutions. .}| 259 
6,784 | 86.21 1,085 


As usual, the largest mortality of any two wards occurred 
in Wards 2 and 7, though there was a diminished percentage 
compared with the preceding year. Wards 12, 1, and 15 
follow in the order in which they are named, making the 
mortality in the five wards, which contain 45 per cent. of the 
population of the city, 47.19 per cent. of all the deaths. A 
strong contrast is offered to this statement by the mortality 
in Wards 4, 5, 8, 13, 14, 16. These last-named wards con- 
tain 27 per cent. of the population, while the deaths in those 
localities make only 18.16 per cent. of the entire mortality. 
The deaths in the hospitals make 13.79 per cent. of the whole 
number, an increase of nearly 3 per cent. It willbe observed 
_ that there were no less than 168 deaths in St. Ann’s Infant Asy- 
lum, an institution connected with the Carney Hospital. The 
decedents were mostly children under six months. These 
deaths make 2.14 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
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The following recapitulatory table gives the percentage of 
deaths from various classes of diseases : — 


Deaths from. 


ACCIC ETNIES UN ai ialenioiice dies 3 
Miasmatic Diseases. ....- 
Tubercular ‘ siti 4 6-4 
Dis. of nervous system .... 

66 6¢ yespiratory organs. . - 


se & digestive ails tik 


Per Cent. 


27.81 
21.58 
13.81 
10.34 

3.84 


Deaths from. 


Dis. of organs of circulation. . 
Diathetic Diseases . ..... 


Dis. of Urinary Organs... . 


Puerperal Diseases. . .. - « 


Per Cent. 


3.20 
2.83 
2.16 
1.30 


86.40 
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XIII. DEATHS ON EACH DAY OF THE YEAR. 


DAYS. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May. | June. |July. | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. 


ee | ne | eee | ee ff ee ee | | [| i ee 


6... .| 35 26 23 21 17 26 14 24 22 15 18 17 
(oak aera psy | 26 29 21 24 16 19 25 18 14 19 17 


reeeteiig tf 14 | i¢ | 22 | 22 | af | 23.) 18)'| 14°} 16 | 2 
Preeeee ge) 21 | 22.) 13.) 21)! 15.) 24.4 .22/'| 19 | 21 | 19 
eer iss. 8h | 24 |. 26 | 20 | 2 | 82 | 26)-| 23 | 19 | 92 
Poiana) 25 | 23 | as | 16'|-23 | 25.1 29)'| 18 | 17 | 48 
Pomeeeeoiege) 8S 22 | 17 | 114 | 85 | 36.) 14)] 15 | 19. | 20 
Isao |. 27. | 20.) 17 $10 | som 2g fh oat). op) Con Pa 
lemeeeiee is) 4 | 21. | 19 | ar |- 21 | 27 | 21) | 14 | 22.1 J6 
eee toa. | 25 (| 23. | 1 | 19 | 28 | 22 | 30) | 22 | 24 | 4Y 
eee eo | 680.) .1s.| 20,| 18 | 26 | 17:} 25°} 2 | 20 | 28 
Peo ay | 24 | 26.) 16 | 39-| 28 | 19 | 18; | 26 | 16 | 21 
eet? | 23 | 1s | 19 | 26 | 21 | 24} 19):1 13 | 16 | 12 
Seeiess 125 | 22 | 16 | 14,.| 19 | 26 | 28.! 21).1 16 | 19 } 19 
Seis tas | 23 | 20 | 14 | 10°'| 28 | 25] 20;} 14 | 23 | 16 
pecs) 1261 16. | 15 | 19 | 11 -| 211} 28 | 25'-]. 18 | 1s | 15 
Seeds) | 22 | 14 |. 19 | 437, 14 | 96 | ~84 | 280] 20 | 28 | 20 
eros) 6s | (18 | 22 | 14 | 118 | 81,] 38] 96) 22 | 91 f 2 
eee top | oy | 33,| is | 15 | 88 |} 19 | 15! | 1-| 28 | 29 
Me...) 30 | 22 | 28 | 23 | 15 | 16 | 20 | 24 | 22°] 16 | 12 | 22 
eee ig | 24 | 15.| 24 | 17 | 25 | 21 | 27) | 22 | 14} 25 
eee. | ig | 15 | 21. | 96 | 38 | 98. |. 27)'| 11°! 14.,| 28 
Smee. |. 20 | 25 | 24 | 15 | 3%: | 30 | 22) | 15 | 17 | 20 
Set 1G |. et 12. |. 80 | 28 ke it akels oe a2 


46 


Ciry Document. — No. 48. 


XIV. SHOWING THE LOCALITIES OF THE DEATHS FROM SCARLATINA. 


The figures enclosed in parentheses, in this and following tables, indicate the number of 
deaths in that house. 


WARD 1. 
155 Saratoga (2). 
252 Havre. 
205 Saratoga. 
6 Wilbur ct. 
326 Border. 
1 Erin alley. 
157 Saratoga. 
8 Chelsea. 
107 Everett. 
25 Everett. 
107 Putnam, 
69 Cottage. 
353 Princeton. 
6 Highland pl. 


Mav’k & Lamson. 


207 London. 
107 Brooks. 
2 Paris ct. 
184 Webster. 
49 Maverick. 
161 Paris. 


WARD 2. 
157 North. 
41 Sheafe. 
412 Hanover. 
23 Morton. 
244 North. 
30 Fleet. 
350 Hanover. 
6 Chessman pl. 
9 Bennet pl. 


18 Moon, rear. 


60 Endicott. 
7 Stillman. 
170 Salem. 
42 Cross. 
19 Clark, rear. 
322 North. 
61 Charter. 
28 Prince. 
57 Snowhill. 
43 Fleet. 
7 Unity (2). 
6 Salutation. 
75 Charter. 
75 Prince. 
9 Salutation. 
2 Page’s yard. 
62 No. Margin. 
17 Clark. 
149 Endicott. 


2 Keef’s alley. 


420 Commercial. 


7 Henchman. 


338 Commercial. 


15 Langdon pl. 
41 No. Margin. 
26 Battery. 

374 North. 

341 North. 

342 North. 
63 Prince, rear. 
31 Tileston. 

164 Prince (3). 

562 Commercial. 


65 Charter. 


42 Fleet. 
120 Prince. 


26 Webster avenue. 


44 Fleet (2). 
71 Salem. 
45 Cross. 

9 Endicott ct. 


282 Causeway. 


42 Webster avenue. 


Hanover. 
164 Endicott. 
100 Charlestown. 
462 Commercial. 
282 Causeway. 
408 Commercial (2). 
538 Commercial. 
98 No. Margin. 
7 Cleveland pl. 
1 Thacher. 
66 Prince. 
2 Unity ct. 
4 Phipps pl. 
16 Cross, rear (3). 
381 Hanover. 
55 Hull (2). 
2 Jenkins pl. 
62 Nashua. 
187 North. 
1 No. Margin. 
2 Lombard pl. 
160 Endicott. 
2 Jenkins pl. 
21 Prince. 
196 Salem. 


406 Commercial. 
5 Snowhill. 


414 Commercial. 


WARD 3. 

3 Elder. 

30 Nashua. 

4 Lovett pl. 

4 Bridge ct. 
19 Sullivan. 
57 Billerica. 
62 Nashua (2). 

8 Barton. 

50 Lowell. 

374 Charles. 

38 Billerica. 

211 Cambridge. 
27 N. Anderson. 
28 Staniford pl. 
79 Brighton. 

12 Haton. 
12 Minot. 
27 N. Anderson. 


WARD 4. 
88 Merrimac. 
88 Chardon. 
50 8. Margin. 
80 Chardon. 
67 Pitts. 
59 8. Margin (2). 
7 Merrimac. 
1 Cusson pl. 
88 Chardon. 


% 


WARD 5. , 
56 Lincoln (2). 
4 Utica. 
222 Federal. 
12 East, rear. 
146 Essex. 
285 Federal. 
244 Federal. 
Lincoln Waliding! 
37 Edinboro’. 
268 Federal. 
313 Federal. 


WARD 6. 
31 Aen. 
1445 Cambridge. 
25 Bache. 
10 ey 
12 River. 
2 Revere (2). 
9 eines: 
39 Ridgeway lane. . 
118 Mt. Vernon. 
46 W. Cedar. 
82 Revere. 
13 s. Russell. 
6 Lime. 
66 W. Cedar. 
67 W. Cedar. 
36 W. Cedar.. 
6 Grove sq. 
82 Revere, 


3 Irving, rear. 


WARD 7. 
274 Third. 
61 Third. 
270 Third. 
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185 ‘Third. 
91 Silver. 
288 Federal. 


154 Dorchester av. 


8 Cove pl. 
118 Eighth. 
9 Chestnut pl. 
103 Fourth. 
8 Genesee. 
3 Rochester (4). 
10 Baldwin. 
98 Bowen. 
12 Troy. 
114 Cove. 
19 Fifth. 
62 Silver. 
115 Fifth. 
10 A. 
195 Silver (2). 
94 Broadway. 
162 Silver. 
111 Third. 


Third, near A. . 


122 D. 


Cor. Sixth & Fed’1 


15 Swan. 
154 Third. 
Third. 
125 Gold. 
62 Gold. - 
348 Harrison ay. 
122 Cove. 
224 Federal. 
319 D. 
198 W. Broadway. 
150 Albany. 
20 B. 


5 Cove pl. 
16 Second. 
79 Cove. 
131 Silver. 
186 W. Athens. 
30 C. 
117 Second. 
4 Washington pl. 
37 Sixth. 
59 Gold. 
141 Beach. 
11 Athens. 
111 Seventh. 
49 Sixth. 
190 Ninth. 
6 Sixth-st. pl. 
22 Athens. 
143 Seventh. 
189 Silver. 
2As 
118 Third (2). 
30 Bolton. 


74 Broadway. 


WARD 8. 
74 Carver. 
74 Carver. — 
185 Hudson. 
89 Hudson. 
81 Beach. 
8 Seaver pl. 
18 Dix pl. 
27 Common. 
Floral pl. 
162 Warrenton. 


WARD 9. 
17 Winchester. 


| 352 Tremont. 
| 15 Eliot. 
7 Lawrence. 
15 Wheeler. 
5 Asylum. 
12 Indiana. 


47 


4 Waterford (2). 


4 Cazenove pl. 


82 Pleasant. 


Warp 10. 
4 Norwich (3). 
» 21 Dover pl. 
18 Norwich (2). 


75 W.Dedham,rear 


94 EK. Brookline. 
653 Harrison av. 
6 Fabin. 
1123 Washington. 
20 So. May. 
21 Hamburg. 
1195 Washington. 
21 Norwich. 
4 Garland. 
9 Bradford. 


WARD 11. 
214 W. Newton. 
2 Wirth pl. 
72 Northfield. 
48 Rutland. 
3 E. Lenox. 
19 Sawyer. 


581 Shawmut av.(2.) 


20 Clifton pl. (2). 


| 11449 Washington. 


9 Camden pl. (2). 


' 


48 Sharon. 


<g 
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156 W. Concord. 11 Middle. Warp 13. 109 Cabot. 
City Hospital. 4K. 1 Dearborn. 787 Shawmut av. 
R.C.Orp’s Home 38 I, rear. 93 Shirley. 2083 Washington. 
he se 8 Linden. 48 Hampden. 4 Putnam pl. 
s “ 57 I (2). 6 Chadwick ct. 150 Cabot. 
| 60 Telegraph. Fellows. 
WARD 12. 65 Middle. 1042 Harrison av. WARD 15. 
158 Dorchester. 208 Highth. 986 Harrison av. 18 Coventry (2). 
698 Fifth. 7 Gifford pl. . 871 Albany. 6 Burke. 
622 Fifth. 631 Dorchester av. 93 Hampden. 107 Day. 
178 Highth. 545 Fourth. Adams&Yeoman| 37 Smith (2). 
O. 721. 31 Chadwick. 25 Russell ct. 
85 P. 16 Grimes. 989 Harrison av. 12 Russell ct. 
207 F. 569 Third. 948 Harrison av. 156 Ward. 
Eighth. 39 I (2). 500 Parker. 
60 Telegraph. Second. WARD 14. Smith. 
270 Third. 219 Eighth. 13 Weston (2). 259 Heath. 
378 Second (2). 485 First. 16 Sherman. 596 Parker. 
758 Sixth. 231 Bolton. 83 Munroe. 47 Vale. 
Old Harbor. 623 Second. 60 Lansing. Bickford. 
267 Bolton. 341 (2). 58 Cabot. Rogers av. 
758 Sixth. 526 Third. 32 Forest. Rogers av. 
43 R. 208 Highth. Rand. 19 Russell ct. 
578 Third (2). 85 F. Rand. Ward. 
611 Second. 219 EK. Rand. Rogers av. 
605 Second. 40 Middle. Circuit. Ward. 
EK and Bolton. H. Rand. Phillips. 
946 Fourth. 158 I. Circuit. 56 Russell ct. (2). 
37 K. 77 Preble. 44 Woodbine. 1515 Tremont (2). 
ATT Third. 242 Sixth. 20 Ball. Clay & Simmons 
551 Third. 181 Ninth. 7 Regent Ct. Phillips. 
615 Second. 327 Highth. 10 Belmont. Phillips. 
258 Bowen (4). 3 Leeds. 665 Shawmut av. Phillips. 
534 Sixth. 285 Kighth. 1188 Tremont. Hampshire. 
Third and I. 219 Fourth. 8 Rockingham pl. 23 Conant (2). 
597 Concord. 21 Belmont (2). 14 Centre. 
134 Ninth. 262 Cabot. 20 Mechanic, 


City REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 


SCARLATINA. — Continued. 


49 


38 Cunard. ° 502 Parker. 4 Blanchard pl. 3 Dexter ct. © 
1 Oriental ct. 663 Parker. 22 Day. Commercial pt. 
3 Conant-st. pl. 1232 Tremont. 71 Conant (2). Washington. |’ 
Longwood av. 14 Cottage pl. WARD 16. Green. 
8 Burke. 606 Parker. Dorchester av. Minot. 
13 Gardner av. (2). 27 Mindora. Shamrock. - Dorchester av. 
38 Coventry. 71 Conant. Shelton. 708 Dorchester avy. 
XV. TYPHOID FEVER. 
WARD 1. 85 Everett. WARD 3. 10 Fifth. 
371 Summer. 29 Liverpool. sv: Wall. 50 Utica. 
1 Chaucer. 8 Houghton ct. 374 Charles. 44 A. 
Eutaw ct. Rainsford Island. | 73 Brighton. 152 Silver. 
47 Trenton. Deer Island. 361: Federal. 
WARD 4. 
41 Bennington. 38 W.B’dway, rear. 
148 Court. 
370 Chelsea. WARD 2. 355 Fourth. 
14 Montgomery. | 
Bennet pl. 430 Hanover. 45 C. 
102 Portland. 
184 Havre. S00 8 rear. 28 Fifth. 
36 Temple. 
ae) T° 18 No. Bennett. 18 Ontario. 
2 Crescent pl. 
198 Marion. 15 Cross. 154 Sixth. 
1 Rockingham pl. 2 Jackson av. WARD 5. 200 Silver. 
302 Summer. 31 Webster av. 17 Essex. 10 Silver. 
19 Everett. 97 Salem. 27 Temple pl. = 
. WARD 8. 
544 Bennington. 2 Tileston pl. 256 Broad. 
_ 14 Burroughs pl,(2) 
82 Chelsea. 4 Cross. 
WARD 6. 106 Warrenton. 
58 Bennington. 7 Morton. 
38 Phillips, rear. 22 Eliot. 
96 Cottage. 68 Endicott. , 
3 River-st. pl. 7 Kneeland pl.. - 
199 Maverick. 59 “s 
140 Beacon. 134 Hudson, 
115 Porter. 448 Commercial. 
: 148 Hudson. 
Cottage & Mav’k.| 28 Charter. WARD 7. 
. 470 Washington. 
20 Moore. 30 Thacher. 142 Third. 
78 Hudson. 
4 Border. 471 Commercial. 200 Fourth. 
135 Maverick. 73 Endicott (2). 2 Swan. WARD 9. 
103 Saratoga. 3 Carter. 9 Silver (2), 57 Carver. 
121 Maverick. 347 North. 119 Ninth. 2 Granville pl.” 
27 White. 48 Charter. : 1 Payson ct. Notre Dame. 
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9 Fayette. 1593 Washington. Warp 18. 20 Tremont pl. . 
13 Edgerly pl. 8 Sharon. 127 Eustis. 4 Malbon pl. 
17 Gray. Norfolk av. 43 Milford pl. 
56 Fayette. Warp 12. Taber. Nawn ct. 
16 Winchester. 19 Island. 25 Avon pl. 
890 Second. 
91 Norfolk av. Parker st.milld’m 


12 Com’wealth av. 
1 Columbus av. 


52 Middlesex. 


WARD 10. 
11 W. Dedham. 
18 Milford. 
116 E. Canton. 
5 Dartmouth pl. 
Shawmut av. 
415 Harrison av. 
112 KE. Canton. 
18 Bradford. 
6 Fabin. 
1 Bush. 
46 Malden. 


WARD Il. 
484 Col’m bus ave (2) 
4 Clifton pl. 
2 Camden pl.,col’d. 
5 Chester pl. 
8 E. Lenox. 
24 Arnold. 
28 Prescott pl. 


261 Fifth. 
40 G. 

2 Wiggins. 
250 Third. 
368 Athens. 

65 Middle. 
309 Bolton. 
257 Gold. 
627 Second. 
391 Second. 
654 Sixth. 
229 Bolton. 
263 Bowen, 

25 Dove. 
266 Third. 

47 Old Harbor. 
397 First. 

77 Emerson. 

6 Spring ct. 
594 Sixth. 
555 Second. 

68 Telegraph. 
527 E. Sixth. 

Eighth. 


1032 Harrison ay. 
4 Mall-st ct. 
1018 Harrison av. 

11 Palmer. 
Reed. 
Chadwick. 


WARD 14. 
138 Cabot. 
238 
1 Belmont. 
17 Forest. 
10 Codman. 
3 Winslow pl. 


WARD 15. 
1097 Tremont. 
1238 = 
18 Gardner. 
17 Prentiss. 
10 Simmons. 
44 Berlin. 
238 Centre. 
Waldon pl. 
81 Prentiss. 


9 Highland. 
21 Prentiss. 
13 Burke. 
238 Cabot. 
8 Phillips. 
1187 Tremont. 
King,Folsom blk 


WARD 16. 
Cottage. 


Commercial. 

Elm, D. D. 

Dorchester av. 

Adams. 

“ 

Everett. 

Commercial pt. 

Hudson, D. D. 
21 Ellery. 


HOSPITALS. 
City Hospital (24). 
Mass. Hopsital (12). 
Carney Hospital (4). 
Other hospitals (3). 


* Warp 1. 

33 Cottage. 

22 Liverpool. 
155 Saratoga. 


XVI. CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. 


160 Chelsea. 
17 Maverick. 
820 Sumner. 


200 Marion. 


120 Havre. 
239 Trenton. 
36 Cottage. 


Maverick. 


122 Sumner. 
23 Maverick sq. 
41 Haynes. 
90 Langdon. 
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CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. — Continued. 


D1 


20 Havre, rear. 
4 Percival pl. 
3 Meridian pl. 
325 Chelsea. 
154 Bremen. 
91 Chelsea. 
5 Saxon ct. 


Breed’s Island. 


WARD 2. 
22 Ferry. 
234 Hanover. 
19 Margaret. 
91 Charter. 

2 Clifford pl. 
83 N. Margin. 
59 Endicott. 

183 - 
Mass. Hotel. 
42Tileston. 

4 Buttrick pl. 


18 Minot. 
65 Brighton. 
31 Billerica. 
4 Hope. 
10 Bridge st. ct. 
30 Allen. 
27 Billerica. 
5 Breen pl. 
70 Nashua. 


WARD 4. 
15 Gouch. 
12 Beacon. 
144 Portland. 
26 Travers. 
Tremont House. 
39 Gouch. 
37 Merrimac. 
49 Pitts. 
183 Friend. 
102 Portland. 


31 North sq., rear. 


15 Clark. 
144 Prince. 
41 N. Margin. 
10 Bennet pl. 
Prince. 
119 Charlestown. 
15 Bennet. 
372 Hanover. 
40 Webster av. 
70 Charter. 
42 Snowhill. 
13 Noyes pl. 
8 Lothrop. 


WARD 3. 
44 Parkman. 
40 Billerica. 


WARD 5. 
9 Oxford pl. (2). 
18 Norfolk pl. 
237 Federal. 
284 =“ 
ph: al 


WARD 6. 
59 Anderson. 
138 Mt. Vernon. 
3 Irving pl. 
124 Mt. Vernon. 
5 River. 
98 Revere. 


7 Holden pl., col. 


WARD 7. 

17 Rochester. 
254 Fourth. 

58 Baxter. 

90 Fifth (2). 
199 Silver. 

29 Cove pl. 

6 Gold. 
144 Third. 

10 Genesee. 

47 Oswego. 

27 Oneida. 

45 Athens. 
yi) aah 

Broadway ct. 
396 Harrison av. 

74 Fifth st. 

35 Rochester. 
291 Fourth. 
126 Broadway. 

20 Geneva. 


63 Athens. 


WARD 8. 
693 Washington. 
100 Hudson, 

2 Carver pl. 
145 Harrison av. 
7 Lowell ct. 
250 Harrison ay. 

238 i 

63 Albany. 

12-Hollis pl. 
WARD 9, 

36 Lawrence. 

37 Fayette. 

26 Greenville pl. 

46 Piedmont. 

28 Kirkland. 


.WaRD 10. 
11 Franks ct. 
21 Hanson. 
98 E. Brookline. 
39 E. Dedham. 
19 Meander. 
21 ia 
635 Harrison av. 
40 Union Park. 
986 Harrison av. 
609 se 
246 Shawmut ay. 
249 a: 
11 Malden. 


WARD ll. 
453 Shawmut av. 
1618 Washington. 
100 Kendall. 
45 Sharon (2). 
581 Shawmut av. 
25 Sharon. 
2 Clifton pl. 
3 Rutland pl. 
7 Francis’ ct. 
1494 Washington. 
111 Worcester. 
10 EH. Lenox. 
14 Plympton ct. 


WARD 12. 
258 Highth. 
6 Lark (2). 
89 Sixth. 
141 Kighth. 
39 Ellery. 
Morni ct. 
5 K. 
3 Wadleigh 


52s Crry Document. — No. 48. 
CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. — Continued. 
352 Third... . Fellows. Warp 15. 60 Cabot. 
377 Second. 40 Yeoman. 987 Tremont. WARD 16. 
59 Dove. Heath. Fulton. 
3 Watti ct. WARD 14. Rogers ay. Franklin. 
Tremont. Shamrock. 
70 Warren. 
WARD 18. 3 Texas ct. Dorchester ay. 

61 Bower. 


101 Norfolk av. 


976 Harrison ay. 


54 Chadwick. 
Swett. 

45 Warren. 
980 Harrison ay. 
129 Hampden. 

35 Adams. 


28 Yeoman. 


57 Williams. 
1094 Shawmut av. 

48 Williams. 

5 Myrtle pl. 


Rockingham pl. 


7 Quincy. 
1102 Tremont. 
1981 Washington. 


2059 Shawmut av. 


10 Cottage pl. 
49 Cedar. 
11 Riverside. 

7 Tremont pl. 
28 King. 
17 Dell av. 
46 Berlin. 


16 Simmons, 


Neponset ay. 
Bowdoin sq. 
Forest Hills av. 


Charles. 


HOSPITALS. 
City Hospital (8). 
Mass. “ (2). 
|Deer Island, (2). 
lier Inf’t Asy.(1). 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


From an examination of the foregoing tables, it is evident 
that Boston cannot be congratulated on its sanitary condition. 
Without the presence of any epidemic, except scarlatina and 
small-pox, the former existing to no greater extent than for 
a number of years past, and the latter disappearing in July 
last, the death-rate appears in the ratio of 28.45 in a thousand. 
In two years only (1853 and 1854) within the last 25 has the 
rate reached the present one. In 1851 and 1864 it was 27 
in a thousand, and in 1859 it had fallen to 21.4. For the 
10 years ending with the last-named year, the average rate 
was 25.2; and in the 10 years ending with 1869, it was 23.7. 
. In 1870, it was 24.3; in 1871, it was 23.5; and in 1872 it 
jumped to 30.5. The prevalence of small-pox in the past 
year, the only unusual disease noticeable during that period, 
will account for a portion of the large mortality ; but it will 
be seen that, with the subsidence of that disease, the death- 
rate still remained at an unpleasant altitude. To those who 
are familiar with vital statistics, and are able to read their 
meaning, the sudden increase of the death-rate from 23.5 in 
a thousand in 1871, which was preceded by a similar condition 
for a series of years, to 30.5 in 1872, and this in turn fol- 
lowed by the rate of 28.4 in 1878, the subject assumes a 
very serious aspect. 

The question very naturally arises, what is the cause of 
this remarkable change in the sanitary condition of Boston? 
The prevalence of epidemics does not account for it. There 
does not appear to be any defect in the machinery employed 

53 
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to carry forward the sanitary police of the city, or any fric- 
tion in its operation. This is energetically and intelligently 
used, as streets, and lanes, and tenements, with all their sur- 
roundings, abundantly show. There has been a manifest im- 
provement in this direction, although Boston has always 
compared favorably with other cities. The question can 
only be answered by scientific inquiry, which will reveal the 
abnormal condition of the material elements on which human 
life is dependent. The task of doing this will be a difficult, 
and, in some respects, an unsatisfactory one; for the method 
of determining the results, and the results themselves, rest 
so entirely on scientific analysis and subjective reasoning, as 
never to leave the subject free from doubt. 


DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE. 


To what extent the present death-rate of the city of Bos- 
ton is chargeable to defective drainage, it is not possible, 
perhaps, to determine. Every one, however, is ready to 
admit the importance of thorough drainage, and the evils to 
which a community is exposed where this is lacking. These 
evils are vast, and can hardly be overestimated. Unfor- 
tunately, they are of such a nature as almost to escape the 
notice of those who are exposed to their effects. 

It is not long since that any just appreciation of the im- 
portance of this subject first became apparent, at least so as 
to lead to any practical result. It was readily admitted, 
indeed, that refuse matter must be got rid of; but as long as 
it found its way into the nearest subterranean receptacle, the 
vehicle of its transmission, and the method by which it 
reached its destination, were matters of little or no concern. 
The evils of such a system, if system it may be called, were 
not so great when Boston was comparatively a small town. 
Then, when its territorial limits did not embrace 800 acres, 
the incoming tides were able to dispose of all the deleterious 
substances consigned to the channels then constructed for 
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the purpose. The growth of the population, necessitating a 
corresponding increase of the territory by encroaching on the 
sea, has resulted in the formation of a large area of land 
necessarily difficult of drainage. But the responsibility of 
providing a remedy is binding on the body corporate, which 
assures to all, by its very existence, exemption from the evils 
growing out of such condition. Surely no less can be ex- 
pected by the citizen than that he shall be secured, so far as 
this matter is concerned, immunity from those maladies 
induced by defective drainage. With all the light that 
science has thrown upon this subject, there can be no ques- 
tion concerning the ability to guarantee this right. The ex- 
clusion of air, or the total neglect of ventilation, depends 
upon the will of the individual owner of a tenement. He 
may, if he choose, claim that he contracts to furnish only 
so much space to his tenants; and, having done this, his 
responsibility ends. Apart from this, he stands resolutely 
guarded by so-called vested rights, which he is unwilling to 
surrender, or even submit to arbitrament. Philanthropy, pure 
and simple, will not induce a hair-breadth departure from the 
written bond; a guid pro quo, measured by one-sided bal- 
ances, being all that entrenched prerogative will allow. 


WATER. 


There may be no reason to distrust the purity of the water 
we drink; but no scientific fact is better attested than that 
the most minute portions of organic poison are readily diffused 
through this agency. There are a thousand channels in 
which this can be done. Decomposed animal and vegetable 
matter, and putrescent materials of all kinds, lie around in 
profusion, quietly awaiting the period when their poisons, 
evolved by chemical agencies, shall be sent on their deadly 
errand. ‘There may be no ground, however, for apprehen- 
sion in this particular ; but it surely is not unwise that every 
supposable cause for the present mortality rate should be 
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considered, and a re-survey made of the present condition of 
the water, and an examination of the methods of its con- 
veyance here. 


AIR, LIGHT, AND VENTILATION. 


The statement, that human beings cannot live without air, 
seems to be a very simple one. But when another step is 
taken, to determine the nature and amount of this element 
that is needed for the human organism, the subject assumes 
a more important aspect. That the air used in respiration is 
composed of 80 parts of nitrogen and 20 of oxygen, and 
that any variation of these proportions is dangerous to health, 
is formulated in every school-room, and comprises the 
theoretical part of the subject. When it is set forth in plain 
terms, that in a large number of populous tenements in this 
city this equilibrium of the vital gases is constantly dis- 
turbed, and that sooner or later death will result, unless the 
lost balance is restored, the practical and more important 
side of the question is exhibited. But what is passing 
strange is the fact, that while the lesson of the school is in- 
effacably fastened on the mind from infancy to old age, the 
experimental and vital part fades away like a dissolving view, 
and almost escapes recognition. 

All residences, whether containing two or two hundred 
occupants, that are so situated or constructed as to interfere 
with or interrupt the free ingress of pure air, or retain the 
impure, are to a greater or less extent hurtful. Buildings in 
which such defects exist usually occupy the most un- 
fortunate localities, selected, perhaps, for their cheapness. 
In such cases it will be found that every inch of ground has 
been carefully utilized, every structure erected from the most 
inexpensive materials, and exterior and interior so arranged 
as to bring in to their owners the largest returns for the cap- 
ital expended. If any provision appears to have been made 
for the health of the occupants, it seems either altogether in- 
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adequate for the purpose, or it has been made without method 
or judgment. Such places are the harvest-fields of death, 
and, as might be expected, children are especially the 
victims, 

What is true of air is measurably true of light. There 
may be life, indeed, in the absence of light; but it will be a 
weak and puny one. In the dwellings alluded to, that which 
causes a pollution of the air, at the same time shuts out the 
light. It is something more than instinct that leads one to 
select a residence accessible to the rays of the sun, and to 
make a sitting-room of that situated on the sunny side of the 
house. Apartments unvisited by the sun should be avoided 
as pestilential. In such. places physical degeneracy inevi- 
tably ensues — an inability to resist disease. Here epidemics 
of all characters find ready entrance, and prove the most 
fatal. Every human being brought forth or nurtured in the 
midst of such surroundings can scarcely be free from physical 
disorganization, and thus they invite the attacks of death in 
its multiform shapes: The result may be slowly reached, but 
it is certain. The case is no less sad because the victims ap- 
pear insensible to their condition. Perhaps stern necessity, 
if a glimmer of the truth should chance to dawn on their ap- 
prehensions, would not allow of escape. Necessity is a hard 
taskmaster, and, ina hand-to-hand conflict with self-interest, 
the chance is that there will be a surrender at discretion. 

The foregoing remarks suggest what may be some of the 
causes of the present mortality of the city of Boston. Inves- 
_ tigation may demonstrate the existence of other causes; but 
it will hardly fail to show that the matters alluded to do not 
have some bearing on the subject. 


CERTIFICATES OF DEATH. 


Prior to 1860, physicians were not required to certify to 
the cause of death. Returns were made by undertakers and 
others, who reported the diseases as they received them, 
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sometimes undoubtedly from the most unreliable sources. 
Returns thus made, it is evident, were deserving of but little 
credit. In the year above-named, the Registration Act was 
amended by the Legislature, so that physicians were there- 
after required to certify to the cause of death in all cases 
under their charge. This provision of the law has been com- 
plied with in all instances where physicians were in attend- 
ance at the time of death. In cases where there was no 
medical attendance, a city ordinance requires the City Phy- 
sician to view the body before burial, and, from the informa- 
tion he may obtain, certify to the cause of death to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. Of course this return is not 
considered to be absolutely correct; indeed, it may be far 
otherwise ; but it is fair to presume, that in many cases, from 
inquiries that he may make, he may be able to specify the 
probable cause of death. While a certificate of this character 
may be of no great statistical value, certainly one giving the 
cause of death as unknown would be worth no more. Be- 
sides, such post-mortem visitations would be likely to pre- 
vent the concealment of crime. 

It may be interesting to some to learn to what extent the 
registered causes of death may be regarded as correct. This 
information can be easily imparted. There are, as may be 
supposed, a large number in every year who die without any 
medical attendance whatever. Others, considereded incur- 
able, are found to have relinquished treatment for a longer 
or shorter period before death. ‘This fact is of frequent oc- 
currence in all cities, as may be readily seen. No laws or 
ordinances can improve such a condition. If people will 
choose to die without medical attendance, there is no help for 
it, nor for the uncertainty that may exist as to the cause of 
death. It is in such instances, mainly, that the services of 
the City Physician are called into requisition. In the past 
year these cases make about 3.80 per cent. of the whole 
number of certified causes. In a large portion of the in- 
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stances here alluded to, that official was probably correct in 
his returns. But for the purpose of ascertaining what propor- 
tion of the returns possess any value the instances on which 
the above percentage is rated will be classed as “ unknown,” 
and therefore worthless. 

By reference to Table XI. it can be easily ascertained which 
of the reported causes of death possess any value. Those of 
a doubtful character are similarly designated in all mortality 
reports, and there is no ground for believing that they will 
ever be reported otherwise. For instance, the deaths re- 
ported from “convulsions ” make 2.35 per cent. of the whole 
mortality ; “ debility,” 2.38 per cent., and “marasmus,” 3.37 
per cent. These comprise nearly all that can be regarded 
valueless as statistical facts. The rest were certified to by 
regular physicians, and are entitled to the same credit that 
other physicians are entitled to in othér cities. It will thus 
be seen that about 12 per cent. of the registered causes of 
death are of an uncertain character. There can be no more 
doubt of the accuracy of the remaining 88 per cent. than of 
the same proportion of all other mortality reports. Physi- 
cians certify in all cases, and, so far as can be known, they are 
all deserving of like credit. 

It may not be improper to say here, that the reported 
causes of death do not in all cases appear in Table XI. as they 
are entered on the records. For instance, deaths from 
“meningitis” appear under the head of “diseases of the 
brain ; ” “ carditis,” “pericarditis,” etc., as “diseases of the 
heart.” And so in reference to other specified causes. 
Therefore, so far as accuracy and the statistical value that 
may belong to the registered causes of death are concerned, 
it is not too much to say that Boston will compare favorably 
with any other city. 7 
Respectfully submitted, 


/ N. A. APOLLONIO. 
Crty Recisrrar’s OFFIce, May 18, 1874. 
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BY THE 
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OF THE 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 


CITY OF BOSTON, 


FOR THE YEAR 1874. 
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CITY OF BOSTON. 


To the City Council : — 


The Annual Report of the Births, Marriages and Deaths, 
in Boston, during the year 1874, is herewith respectfully 
submitted for consideration. _ 

A number of tables, illustrative of the mortality of the 
year, and such as have not before been given in the City 
Registrar’s Reports, appear in their appropriate places, and 
will be found useful for reference and comparison. 


BIRTHS. 


The number of births registered in Boston in 1874 was 
11,717, — 6,021 males, and 5,696 females, — distributed as 
follows: The number that occurred in Boston (exclusive of 
the towns annexed last year) was 10,068, an increase of 380 


— 3.92 per cent.; in Charlestown, 1,044, an increase of. 


177 — 20.41 per cent.; in West Roxbury, 386, an increase 
of 94— 32.19 per cent.; in Brighton, 219, an increase of 
43— 24.43 per cent. The total number of births is in the 
ratio of one birth to 28.27, of the entire population. If the 
stillbirths (642) be added to this number, the ratio will be 
one birth to 26.79 of the population. The births in Charles- 
town were in the ratio of one birth to 31.47 of the popu- 


4 Crry Document. — No. 54. 


lation of that place; in West Roxbury, 1 to 28.52; in | 
Brighton, 1 to 28.34; in the rest of Boston, 1 to 27.92. 

The materials are not available to make a satisfactory 
comparison of the birth-rate of Boston with those of other 
American cities, as but very few of these possess any effect- 
ive system of registration. Outside of New England, what- 
ever records of births exist can lay no strong claim to 
completeness. 

According to the Registrar of Vital Statistics of the City 
of New York, not more than 68 per cent. of the births there, 
in 1874, were reported. In Philadelphia, according to the 
report of the Board of Health for 1873, the number of 
births reported during that year was manifestly below the 
real number, as the ratio was one living birth to 42.11 of the 
population. In reports which have been received from 
several other cities, south and west, either nothing is said in 
regard to this essential factor in all investigations of vital 
statistics, or the defective nature of the system of regis- 
tration in those places is made apparent. 

There are but few cities in the United States which pos- 
sess records that can compare in fulness and accuracy with 
those of Boston. As evidence of this, the number of births 
registered conclusively shows. This fact is made further 
manifest by a comparison of the birth-rate of Boston with 
those of several large English and Scotch cities, where a 
rigid system of baptisms and parish registration has existed 
for generations. It will be seen by the annexed table that 
the rate of Boston is higher than in either of the five cities 
first named, although lower than in the others. The ex- 
ample will show, however, that in the absence of such meth- 
ods as prevail in England, and which could not well be used 
here, the results witnessed in this city do not afford an un- 
favorable contrast. 
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| 1 birth to pop. 


| 


| 1 birth to pop. 
| 1 birth to pop 


| 1 birth to pop. 


Perth... . . |88.74|| Dundee . . . |26.88 | Birmingham. . |26.00/] Sunderland... |24.30 
Edinburgh . . |30.82}| West Derby . |26.52)| Manchester . . |25.87/| Glasgow .. . |24.30 


Aberdeen . . . |29.20|| Paisley. . . . |26.67/| Leeds ..-.. 25.59|| Salford. ... 
London... . |28.88|| Bradford. . . |26.46 | N’we’le-on-Tyne/Z5.34|| Sheffield ... 


24.28 
23.69 


Liverpool. . . |28.77|| Leith. .... 26.38| | Wolverhampton. |25.28|| Greenock ©. . |22.75 


According to the State Registration Report of 1872, the 
birth-rate in the State at large was one birth to 35.65 of the 
whole population. There was a daily average of 32.10 
births during the year; if the stillbirths be included, the 
average was 33.86. The daily average of deaths was 21.40, 
showing a daily average excess of 10.70 births over the daily 


average of deaths. 


TABLE I. BIRTHS IN 1874. PARENTAGE. 


Number of 
Births. 
Both parents born in the United States ......... 2,951 
SSeS Se EEDPLATIC ile Yepie'is sels vere otsire ' 245 
Je rS SEMEL OUATICN, Velie. e\'e. (00 11 eed seus 3,798 
it ry SEG OUD Gite lens ct. se «) stceraitel-s sh» 74 
sf ug eee titinhiA, EYOVINGCES .' sc. 3) cue 527 
ue sé « 6« Germany and N. Hurope...... 641 
se a) Wmmmxedeforeign fe sre eel er ss 182 
ss ns WMilixedetoreiony <i. als \s..sunep sivena ces « 947 
Father born in United States, mother foreign. ...... 719 
Father foreign, mother born in United States ...... 1,097 
Father born in United States, mother unknown ..... 
Father unknown, mother born in United States ..... 209 
Father unknown, mother foreign ...... ob tals 218 
Roth parents unknown ..+-.+s-eeeee whe las! fete 103 
Ue sayy 


Per cent. 


It will be learned from the foregoing table, that no less 
than 54.74 per cent. of the children born were of foreign 


* Both parents of the same nativity. 


t The parents, in each instance, born in different countries. 


6 City DocumEent. — No. 54. 


parentage, that is, both parents were, in each instance, 
foreign-born. The instances in which both parents were 
native-born, including those recorded as “unknown” (most 
of whom were of native origin), make about 26 per cent. of 
the whole number. No less than 66.35 per cent. of the 
children had foreign-born fathers; and those instances in 


which one or both parents were foreign-born make over 73. 


per cent. of all the births. As usual, the children of Irish 
parentage largely predominate, this class furnishing 32.42 per 
cent. of all the births, and 59.21 per cent. of all whose 
parents were both foreign-born. Compared with the pre- 
ceding year, there was a decrease of children of Irish 
parentage of 1.25 per cent., and an increase of 1.30 per 
cent. of children of native parents. 

The children whose parents were born in Ireland exhibit 
a ratio of one birth to 20.05 of the Irish population. In 
strong contrast to this is the fact, that the births of children 
of native parentage show only one birth to 73.24 of the 
native population. In this connection it may be interesting 


to learn that the marriages where both parties.were born in. 


Ireland were in the ratio of one marriage to 44.75 of the 
Irish population ; and that those where both parties were 
native-born were in the ratio of one marriage to 66 of the 
native population. 

The following tabular statement eae exhibits these 
facts : — 


BIRTHS. MARRIAGES. 


Trish parents. ...... lin 20.05 Trish parents yo7 su. eee Lin 44.75 
Native parents. ..... 1 in 73.24 Native parents... 5.5 1 in 66.00 


The whole number of Irish fathers and’ grooms are not 
given in the above: the table embraces only those instances 
in which both parents and couples, in each instance, were of 
Trish nativity. 
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The number of colored children born was 185 (including 
three children of Indian parentage), or one birth to 21.62 © 
of the estimated colored population of 4,000, or 46.25 
births in each 1,000 of that race. The births of white 
children were in the ratio of one birth to 28.36, or 35.25 in 
each 1,000 of the white population. 

It will be noticed, that while the white male children ex- 
ceeded the females by 325, the colored females exceeded 
the colored males by 16. Of the three children of Indian 
parents, two were females. 

The number of births in each month are seen in the fol- 
lowing table : — 


1st QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 3D QUARTER. 4TH QUARTER. 
gamuerveletees 0co | April... ... O12 ail y bas ay ai ar 1,061 | October .. . 1,036 
MOMEUIGT Ya) eens On.) lay . 2. 5 ee 918 | August . .. .1,080 | November .. 919 
(Marchi tere “elie « Digs od RES” Sica 952 | September ..1,018 |! December .. 966 
oraeeraiee 2.500) LOtal. .. . .2,782 | Totak. . 2. . S159 =) Lotal sl we + 2 Oca we 


26.96 per cent. of the births occurred in the third quarter, 
9.22 per cent. taking place in the month of August; and 
26.40 per cent. during the three summer months. The 
excess of births over deaths during those months was 1,024. 

The percentage of deaths during the same period was 
nearly identical with that of the births, it being 26.49 per 
cent. of the whole mortality. 


VOTO a 
Bets 21% 
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TABLE II. BIRTHS AND PERCENTAGE BY WARDS.. 


nH 1874. 1873. wn 1874. 1873. 

Q A ey 

ia} fa peSE EERE NS 

a < ; 

Births. | Per ct. | Births. | Per ct. E Births. | Per ct. | Births. | Per ct. 
a 1,065 9.09 1,013 LOS 46 RR he bet ce 1,126. 9.61 1,099 11.34 
Dect: ce 990 8.45 958 9.89 Wee. 403 3.44 380 3.92 
Oi eit vie uae (aly 6.12 624 6744 SULA reels 445 8.80 452 4.67 
a ve Me 202 1h wy 203 DOU LER aot ahs 1,052 8.98 883 9.12 
HAG 216 1.84 213 De LT Where ei tare 549 4.69 441 4.55 
6 323 2.76 292 SeGO2 ihe ome es 386 3.29 eke te aitante 
ff 1,440 12.29 1,505 15 Danone. 219 1.87 ‘ e a 
8 269 2130 263 2507 WN20ie 1. Ramee 263 2.24 S45 Pre, 
OT Nas 411 38.51 420 ASE dlwuetieds 386 | 3.29 pach ele is 
ROCA ene 460 3.93 419 4.3 tie dened 395 3.387 Phe rahe 
11 400 3.4L 523 5.40 eo” @ fe.) Ve eee e190 “« ee 8 e i ee 


11,717 | 100.00 9,688 | 100.00 


It will be seen by the above, that no less than 48.42 per 
cent. of the births occurred in five wards, viz.: Wards 1, 2, 
7, 12 and 15; nearly one half of the whole number, or three 
per cent. more than in all of the rest of the wards, excepting 
Ward 38. Ward 7 appears as the most prolific of all the 
wards, adding 12.29 per cent. to the population, although 
the population of that ward contains about the same percent- 
age of that of the whole city. There was an aggregate in- 
crease of births in Wards 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12; 138, 15 and 


16, of 454, and a decrease of 236 in Wards 4, 6, 7, 9, 11 


and 14. ‘The greatest increase was in Ward 15, the increase 
being 19.14 per cent. over the preceding year. The greatest 
decrease in any one ward was in Ward 11, the falling off 
being 23.52 per cent. from the year before. In Ward 3 
there was an increase of 14.90 per cent., and a decrease of 
4.32 per cent. in Ward 7. As has been before stated, there 
was an increase of 147 (20.41 per cent.) in the three Charles- 
town wards; 94 (32.19 per cent.) in Ward 17; and 41 
(23.29 per cent.) in Ward 19. 
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TABLE IT. TWIN BIRTHS. 


Male 
and | Totals. 
male. 


Both Both 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. males. |females. fe 


Both parents born i in the United States. ........ 3 3 3 9 
Re ingland Ch eailes ie, 0 “0 ee 16) dare. 01-6 ° 1 ° 1 

& BML LOLA TACs) y's'f cf ai 10's) \o:) io yatatege er 12 10 9 31 
ee ue «¢ British American Provinces . 1 2 1 4 
” ¢ eSeTIOANY «bs clos 3 fais Eee e 1 ‘ 8 4 
“ © born of unmixed foreign parentage meron eiie 1 asa : 2 
y se ‘© mixed oat Gc 2 3 4 9 
Father born in United States, mother foreign. ..... 2 3 2 uf 
sf FOPCISM MINOUMErONaAtlVE .«)~ o.0'\s sisiiels «0 6 2 5 3 10 
STUD ENO Wn, °* SEM WMiewish, oo} «le. Shieh vofiet se o's 1 : : 1 
* < PMMETOUCLON cries ol otis) of ws Ben OF ° 1 1 
25 28 26 79 


In the preceding year there were 74 plural births. The 
instances in which one or both parents were foreign-born, 
make 87.34 per cent. of the whole number; and those in 
which both parents were foreign-born, 63.29 per cent. The 
instances in which both were females exceeded those in which 
both were males were three. 

There was one case of triplets, all females, of American 
parentage. 

The ratio of plural to single births was li in 146.46. In 
the preceding year the ratio was 1 in 130.92. 


TABLE IV. STILL-BIRTHS IN 1874. 


Unk’wnu Unk’wn 

Males. | Females. Sex. Males. | Females. Bag 

January... . 22 24 : Sada AAS: ales 41 20 ges 
Mebruary ~. . 24 16 . PAUP UISh Wen emer 33 23 1 
Paro islets 87 28 - September .. 26 23 . 
TIPLLMP sre Let's. 50 11. ; Octoperraeays 35 18 ° 
IMA Vietem esis. ss 25 13 FA November... . 28 24 A 
OIG wis 6 « 34 24 A December.. . 84 28 é 
389 252 1 
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There was an increase of 127 still-births compared with 
the preceding year. The males outnumber the females by 
137. 9.50 per cent. of these births occurred in the month of 
April, and an equal number in the month of July; 10.12 per 
cent. in the month of March; and 9.65 per cent. in the month 
of December. The ratio of still-births to children born alive 
was lin 18.25. In the year preceding the ratio was 1in 18.81. 
In 26 instances the children were colored. These last were 
in the ratio of 1 still-birth in 7.12 of those born alive. 
Among the whites the ratio was 1 in 18.98. 

The proportion of still-births to living children, according 
to the nativity of the parents, was as follows: Of German 
parentage, 1 in 16.44; Irish, 1 in 15.76; native, 1 in 13.47; 
Canadian, 1 in 12; English, 1 in 11.19; Scotch, 1 in 10.57; 
other foreign parentage, 1 in 5.94. 

The male still-births exceeded the females by 21.24 per 
cent. The excess of males was only 5.70 per cent. of those 
born alive. There were seven instances of twin births. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages during the year was 4,049, 
which is in the ratio of one marriage to 40.89 of the popu- 
lation. By reference to the following table, it will be seen 
that the marriage-rate in 1874 offers a strong contrast to 
that of each of the last ten years. The ratios are to the 
population of each year : — 


1865| 1866| 1867 1868 1869] 1870 1871| 1872| 1873) 1874 


Ratios. «2. «see > 35.26 | 34.31 | 34.19 | 32.03 


34.56 | 35.61 | 40,89 


30.18 | 35.87 | 34.30 


The highest rate in the nine years preceding1874 was in 1869, 
when there was one marriage to each 30.18 of the population. 


Cate Pe ee ger fe fh oi! klar 
* ? a“ 
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The following table, exhibiting the marriage-rate in fifteen 
cities in England and Scotland, will be a surprise to many, 
who have been accustomed to regard the rate in the United 
Kingdom as higher than our own. 


Persons Persons Persons 

living to one} living to one living to one 

marriage. marriage. marriage. 
Manchester... . 26.34 Sunderland. 44,38 Wolverhampton. 59.72 
Liverpool ..... 33.33 Glasgow .. 47.78 West Derby. . - 63.62 
Sheffield. .... 34.39 Birmingham. 48.88 Salford: > 4) a) 67.83 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 34.69 London... 51.10 Dundee..... 54.79 
EPCS tals s,s ahs 39.25 Bradford. . 51.85 Edinburgh .-. 58.00 


The marriages in Boston were in the ratio of 24.46 ina 
thousand. In contrast to this the ratio in Dundee, a city of 
125,000 inhabitants, was only 18.25 in a thousand; Salford, 
in England, of 129,000, showsarate of 14.74; West Derby, 
843,000 inhabitants, 15.72; Wolverhampton, 136,000 in- 
habitants, 16.74; and Edinburgh, 205, 000 inhabitants, 17.23 
in a thousand. 

On the other hand, Manchester, with a population of 
252,000, nearly a hundred thousand smaller than Boston, 
shows a marriage-rate of nearly 38 in a thousand; Liver- 
pool, 30; Sheffield, 29; and Newcastle-on-Tyne, the same. 
London, with a population of about 3,500,000, exhibits a 
rate of only 19.57 in a thousand. 

The number and percentage of the marriages in each. 
month are seen in the following : — 


Marriages. | Percent. Marriages. | Percent. 


danuary...«e-+- 381 9.41 

February... ....-« 395 9.76 AR SUGE Pies eles ato 282 6.96 
March. .2.e-. 160 3.95 September ..... 328 8.10 
yu)! Oe Ler ee re 369 9.11 Rieteberiiaiwictsl sr « 418 10.32 
May a eee 2° # 361 8.92 November. eee ee a ae 455 11.24 
WEE fel ci o's 6 378 9.34 December... « « « 252 6.22 


| 
(ee Sets 
Ace oe een ae 270 6.67 
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_ October and November, as usual, appear as the favorite 
matrimonial period, no less than 21.56 per cent. of the 
marriages occurring during those months. In 1873, 24 per 
cent. of the marriages took place during the third quarter ; 
in 1874, less than 22 per cent. were solemnized in that 
period. Nearly the same percentage is observable-in the 
second and fourth quarters. 

The average number of marriages on each day of the year 
was 11.10, a slight increase on the number of the preceding 
year. 


TABLE V. MARRIAGES. BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


: a 
BIRTHPLACES OF GROOMS, Be MOE Bd Dect: 
; 6 s oe . Ke) a i S = e pe) 
Ss wa ae| 2 gS ige| a ieel o] we =| 
Zi] § le-| 3 |S (St) 8 |83| |) eis 
a | 2) se (wo) S| S125] § leg 4] Ss H 
3° Y¥ |S8ea] 2 o}e#e|] 8 ISS] A ° @ 
Ola /o |Hel/ S| am lAa| do Onl bp ]A] a 
PS OSLO apie Wel Gale lis Relic .'s, fo feel Fe 236) 101) 115 9} 3 3} 50 4 4 1} 562} 138.88 
Other places in State. ..... 105) 232) 155 6) 29). .) 46) 6) .. 1} 580} 14.32 
Other'States. 2... = « » «| 181) 147} 365} 25) 48 8) 67 2 4|. .| 842} 20.80 
England and Wales. ..... 36} 10} 22) 41) 48 7| 22 3 1} 190} 4.69 
TP OVATO eis wihss oul siis/ue Te ai its! t'e 87} 87) 24): 11] 851 8| 41 2 2}. . {1063} 26.25 
Scotland... srejel in. Sb CGE Io 8 6 3 3} 10; 14 SHE ok ah oe 7| 1.16 
British Am. Provinces. ....| 47] 87) 48) 11) 382 6/183 ouoteme «| 867| 9.07 
GON Aly Welve bate toe te is msetents 2175 Sl) yO Ol eee ees 138} 16 238] 5.88 
Other foreign places. .... Pe ur AU I nee tea tay Ke tBu e oe atl) Sc 8} 98), .| 159) $8.95 
[Oh anor ule Werphye nels Bre oC a egies Dea, 0: | Seyake dll dou Soa) Ao yat-| coke oug| reliant een ee AR ARs 
TTHOGAIS, corslnsg yey toms : - | 7386] 586} 763] 118/1089| 47) 417| 166] 124} 3/4049 3 


Percent. 2... ee e | 18.18} 14.47] 18,84} 2.91] 26.90] 1.16};10.80} 4.16] 3.00} .08 100.00 


The number of native-born grooms who married native- 
born brides was. 1,637 — 40.43 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber. This is an increase over the number of the preceding 
year, when the ratio was 36.80 percent. The whole number 
of native-born grooms made 49 per cent., of all the grooms, 
and native brides made 51.49 per cent. of all the brides. Of 


tee Pee SN wy Me ie Shs ath Cae 
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the native grooms, 21.20 per cent. married foreign brides. 
The grooms and brides of Irish birth appear in nearly the 
same proportion as in the preceding year. ‘The marriages in 
which both parties were born in Ireland make 21 per cent. of 
the whole number, and 35.28 per cent. of those in which one 
or both parties were foreign-born. It will be observed that 
less than 14 per cent. of the grooms, and only 18 per cent. of 
the brides, were born in Boston. It will also be seen, that 
_less than 42 per cent. of the Boston-born grooms married 
brides who were born in Boston, and that only 32 per cent. 
of the latter married Boston-born grooms. 


TABLE VI. MARRIAGES. AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. 


3 : 
Ei 1S S Ss So S S * q 
a a ro) a Yo) oO = nm o 
‘ eo) 8 Bee ede: eat h St eet 
P| + 
“2 I 5 ed ee 
Oo 12} 56) 8 70| 1.73 
BRM ss soc ee eo ee 59/ 1,102; 130 18 1}. 1,310) 82.35 
M516 3. 2 we oe 29; 777) = 473 94 2 1,375) 33.95 
Megas x... 2| 298] 345] 274 14/1 934| 23.07 
40 to 50 oS ei Hl, 2782) 97) 0 Ad) 8 225| 5.56 
a aes aa i} 9| 35| 45} 15) 1| 106] 262 
60 to 70 * * ~~ G26 .9.:8 @ @ . 1 1 7 11 5 25 -62 
Over 70 . es 2S £.@ bd 1 2 1 4 10 
| 103| 2,261] 1,018} 526] 117| 27| 2) 4,049 
Percent...-......2-.| 2.54) 55.84| 25.02| 12.99] 2.89] .67| .05 100.00 


There were 70 grooms-(1.73 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber) under 21 years of age. Of the grooms 32.35 per cent. 
were between 21 and 25. Of these, 18 married brides be- 
tween 30 and 40, and one married a bride between 40 and 50. 
One groom between 30 and 40 chose as his wife a lady be- 
tween 50 and 60, and another, between 50 and 60, one who 
was near her 70th year. Less than 9 per cent. of the 
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grooms were over 40 years of age. There were 106 grooms 
between 50 and 60, one of whom married a bride who had 
not reached her 25th year. Another, over 70, married a 
bride under 40. And still another, who had passed his 40th 
year, married a bride under 18 years of age. Less than 17 per 
cent. of the brides were over 30 years of age when married, 
while 32 per cent of the grooms had reached that age before 
marriage. \ 

There were 195 grooms who married brides older than 
themselves. 


TABLE VII. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 


GROOMS. 


First. Second. Third. Totals. 

PITSHAMATIIA SCL rete tells 6 a te he tse oes 3,146 276 4 3,426 
DOCOMAMIIATIIASE sails ou sile ie tetisls ys 368 189 15 572 
Meh NATTIAY SC. acne Lesic 8 oe ieL sok’ 20 23 3 46 
OMIALETALTIA SC oa Ms dele s/s Memeits) ey = 4 1 eis Ps 5 
JR OU SARS Ae! ace Ge Sur Sicec 3,530 | 489 22 4,049 


There were four bachelors who chose as their brides those 
who had twice before been married; and four grooms, who 
had passed through the matrimonial market three times, 
chose spinsters as their fourth ventures. 15.39 per cent. of. 
the grooms, and 12.62 per cent. of the brides, had previously 
been married. 

There were 106 colored marriages, and 26 instances in 
which the grooms were colored and the brides white, an in- 
crease of 24 over the number recorded in 1873. This is in 
the ratio of one marriage in 15.15 of the colored population, 
or 66 in athousand. In the preceding year, the rate was 60 
in a thousand. 

The occupations of 47.76 per cent. of the grooms are 


a 
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given in the following table. Of the whole number, labor- 
ers make 16.77 per cent. 


Laborers. 1s ses es Gio MaviINeTS « cureench ol. Ie 136) | Physicians, 2s. «(ee 6 13 
ICES wee nee ee 8 377 | Merchants and Traders . 220 | Clergymen...... 5 
Carpenters, etc...... ALON | MALCAMSLELS, eilemies elroy! elise TOO MEA WOLDS iy.) etameatrs 2,115 
Blacksmiths, ete. . ...156 | Lawyers ...'. .. 14 os 


The residences of the parties married were: Of Boston 
(grooms), 3,522; of other towns in the State, 327; of other 
States, 200. Residences of brides: Boston, 3,697; other 
towns in the State, 194; other States, 158. 

The number of certificates of intentions of marriage 
issued during the year was 4,691, an increase of 142 over 
the number of the preceding year. The certificates issued 
exceeded the marriages recorded by 642, and show a daily 
average of 12.85. 


THE MORTALITY IN 1874. 


The number of deaths in Boston during the year, including 
those that occurred in the newly-annexed territory of Charles- 
town, West Roxbury, and Brighton, was 7,812. If the 
population of the entire city be estimated at 331,125, on the 
first of January last, the death-rate will appear as 23.59 in a 
thousand, or one death in each 42.39 of the whole popula- 


tion. This is a decrease of nearly five in a thousand from 


the preceding year. 

The number of deaths in Charlestown, in 1874, was 693, — 
an increase of 136 over the number of the preceding year, — 
showing a death-rate of 21 in a thousand. In Brighton — 
there were 103 deaths, — a decrease of six, —16.75 in a thou- 
sand, or one death in each 59.70 of the population of that 
place. The number of deaths in West Roxbury was 176, — 
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an increase of seven — 15.19 in a thousand, or one death in 
each 62.54 of the population of West Roxbury. 

The following table will show the death-rate in Boston 
proper (including South Boston, for the reason that a part 
of Ward 7 is embraced in each section, and the data is not 
at hand to determine the population of each), compared with 
those of the outlying portions of the city. If South Bos- 
ton (embracing the whole of Ward 12 and a part of Ward 
7) were separated from old Boston proper, undoubtedly the 
rate of the latter would be materially diminished. ‘The rate 
of Boston, therefore, exclusive of those sections named 
below, was 26.87 in a thousand. 


Per thousand. Per thousand. 


PODULY. Vs eswisi:s Leyes eh elms Se 2 20.14 || (Brighton jee nies Seo ap win CUR’ 
CMavlestO why. Ms.15 ce +! sf est wuss - - 21.00 W. Roxbury 20.0 (sss cette timeless O,O0 ma 
IDOrChesteriaieeiede. + oie ethopemoibe hele 18.00 Hast Boston ....-e+.-. «et obo) ote) 0,00 


The death-rate of Boston in each of the last ten years is 
given in the following table. Roxbury and Dorchester are 
omitted during the whole period, and Charlestown, Brighton 
and West Roxbury for the year 1874, for the purpose of 
comparison. 


Per thousand. Per thousand. 
1865 e o.2. "@ @ 68, 9) ou O78 0 er, 6” 8 © e e 23.6 1870 e e e ° e e e ° e e e e e e e e e 24.3 
EOS ee ree tates ees ov tet a . AUPE S715 65.2 cui: © ee eeatanets ea ae See ema eOe 
ASO Tes Reet ae worn a made ot maele Castes 22.3 1872 Lie Sees oles aitetne Stele remene 5G 
USGS We thed chioprenc etn Deets Seats A akeMetec PSior Moka ter @wake . Ppirerirs ty 4c Oe 
DSH GiEire Mek: <itetite fate athe. othegetey vethelnie teas - 23.4 1874 . 5 A oo TASES 4.9 


Compared with eight other American cities, Boston stands 
as follows. The mortality of the entire city is given : — 


Per thousand. Per thousand. Per thousand. 
ING ye MO ot Ge ANE 27.10 | Buffalo... .. « « » #20. | Philadelpiiauess.mamememmeoes 
Baltimore .... «sss 24:5) , uouisville). .\. ves sestiel's 20. | Providence \agsisena siaemeuas 
IB LO-iKoyee | VA ee A iOA wr, 28.59 | Richmond. ..... ..20. | San Wrancisco Sseeesan ees 


= - 
— 
ata. ae 
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It will be seen that the aspect presented by the places in 
the last two columns is in strong contrast to that shown by 
- those in the first column. The uniformity of the rate of the 
last-named six places is singular, considering their widely 
separated and differing localities. 

How Boston compares with fifteen English and Scotch 
cities will be seen in the following table. Only places of 
113,000 inhabitants and upwards are given. 


Per thousand. Per thousand. Per thousand. . 
BUNGeMANM Is cs. so: 6 Bim a neiield asters a os 6 28:3 | London. . « « « WY Aree ys bri 
Rayerpooltf. . 2 3 i) 8) 35.1 | Wolverhampton ....28. | Glasgow ....-+.e-. 28.7 
Newcastle-on-Tyne . . .32.2 | Leeds ....5s.2.-. 26:4) |" Dundee. 6: os us ose) 27.9 
Manchester . .. «6 «6... SiN EVAGTOTC . 14 (eae: ss os 25.5) Hidinburgh ys). a's). a7. 26.7 


DAMOLGe eres s, & «5-5 30.4 | Birmingham .:..... 24.9 | West Derby ...... 30.7 


It will be seen from the above that London, Birmingham, 
and Bradford are the only cities in the whole list that com- 
pare at all favorably with Boston. The contrast offered by 
London, with a population of nearly 3,500,000, and a death- 
rate of 24.7, to Sunderland, with a population of about 
120,000, and a death-rate of 37 in a thousand, is very 
marked. 

Among the many facts connected with vital statistics, the 
domestic condition of the decedents is not the least interest- 
ing. Accordingly it is found, that no less than 37.29 per 
cent. of them were or had been married at the time of their 
decease. 

The difference, however, between the sexes is very great ; 
while only 33.21 per cent. of the males were or had been 
married, no less than 41.46 per cent. of the females had 
sustained that relation. On the other hand, the male dece- 
dents of foreign birth made 60.12 per cent. of all the married 
males; while the foreign-born females made 55 per cent. of 
the married females. The married males of foreign birth 


exceeded the natives by 332; while the native widowers 
3 


18 Ciry Document. — No. 54. 


exceeded the foreign-born by two. Of the married females, 
the foreign-born exceeded the native by 105; at the same 
time, of the widows, the foreign-born exceeded the native by 
50. Again, while only 4.60 per cent. of the male decedents 
were widowers, no less than 16.23 per cent. of the females 
were widows at the time of death. opie 

One other fact is worthy of statement. Of all the dece- 
dents above 20 years of age, 75.86 per cent. were or had 
been married. 

There is still another very interesting subject connected 
with vital statistics, viz., the share which belongs to the 
colored. race in all investigations of this kind. Whether 
they are studied because of their ready assumption of con- 
jugal relations, or looked on as procreative agents only; or 
whether they are considered in their capacity to resist dis- 
ease, the result is always the same, — the aspects presented 
bear always the .same characteristics, differing only in 
degree. Accordingly it is seen, that if their, birth-rate and 
marriage-rate are higher than those of the whites, their 
death-rate is very much larger. The number of colored 
decedents was 198, a decrease of 47 from the number re- 
ported in the preceding year. The colored population of the 
entire city is not far from 4,000, which makes the death- 
rate about 49.50 in a thousand, —a notable decrease from 
the preceding year, but still exhibiting a large mortality. 
The following statement shows the facts alluded to above in 
a concise form : — 


eee Sera Ses 
Births. Marriages. Deaths. 


Population. No. living to] No. living to | No. living to 
one birth. jone marriage.| one death. 


WW hithe 2 cue Meme tele ene oe ch ach 327,125 28.36 40.59 42.96 
(olored fh. GCG. Ge OB & hs 4,000 21.62 18.52 20.20 
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The average age of the colored male decedents was 19 
years, and of the female, 24 years. The average age of 
white males was 23 years 9 months; of white females, 26 
years 1 month. 

The percentages of deaths in the several seasons for the ten 
years ending with 1874, are seen in the following table : — 


Ist QUARTER. 2d QUARTER. 3d QUARTER. Ath QUARTER. 


Deaths.| Per ct. | Deaths.| Per ct. | Deaths.| Per ct. | Deaths.| Per ct. 


WEY 2S” a earag (ame epl e 9) 24.55 1,068 23.52 1,353 29.80 1,005 22.13 
Titel Teak bar ne 999 22.81 957 21.85 1,338 30.56 1,085 24.78 
PeGiietele recs,» « «|. 1,071 24.22 950 21.49 1,191 26.94 1,209 27.35 
ASOSte er beh. 1s tel = ‘es 1,341 24.30 1,208 21.80 1,736 31.45 1,239 22.45 
THO Em ememensies <6 | 1014 24.88 1,297 23.48 1,562 28.28 1,290 23.36 
USO aware. «3% ste ly 15895 22.88 1.314 21.55 1,983 32.52 1,406 23.05 
LSU emt sire Miail sce: 1,411 23.97 1,299 22.06 1,842 31.28 1,336 22.69 
UPAR RAL ary eee 1,697 20.97 are 21.97 2,511 31.04 2,105 26.02 
EClo atietich ss 2,115 26.88 1,726 21-93 2,278 28.95 1,750 22.24 
ES der oie the) «She. <<< 1,805 23.11 1,818 23.27 2,278 29.16 1,911 24.46 


It will be seen from the above that, with the exception of 
one year, 1867, the percentage of deaths in each quarter of 
the whole series was greatest in the third. In that year the 
percentage was greatest in the fourth quarter. The lowest 
percentage in any one quarter was in the first of 1872, and 
the highest of any quarter was in 1870, in the third. The 
average percentage of each quarter, for the ten years was: 
ist gr. 23.86 per cent.; 2d qr. 22.29 per cent.; 3d qr. 30 
per cent. ; 4th qr. 23.85 per cent. It will thus be seen that 
the percentage of the first and fourth quarters was the 
same, and that that of the third quarter exceeded them by 
more than 6 per cent. 
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TABLE VII. BIRTHPLACES OF DECEDENTS. 


Males. Females. Totals. Per cent. 

Jeg Gado. a 6G 6 O62) G. Glond ono 1,965 1,803 38,768 48.23 
Other places in Massachusetts Ale o DG 475 528 1,003 12.84 
Remainder of New England ...... 278 292 570 7.80 
Other States sneundee ee tone ls eins S 101 91 192 2.46 
England ay bier! oh ies ane Ame Nene 88 60 148 1.89 
Ireland . oie dB og So S occ 754 818 1,572 20,12 
Scotland . Sid, tele cb Oibtech OMe Roc 27 23 50 64 
British American Provinces o. ahaelite ito me 111 153 264 3.38 
Germany and Northern Europe... . 92 44 136 1.74 
Other foreign places. ....«.e-ece- 47 30 17 .99 
TURENG WNL hei te <. ot o! s+} GG 18 1S 82 41 

SV OTAING Os.) oties leo oh st eile le velo forts 3,956 3,856 * 7,812 100.00 


Of the whole number of decedents, including half of those 
recorded as unknown, 71.03 per cent. were native-born, an 
increase of more than 2} per cent. compared with the year 
before.” Of the” abobaeties of native birth, the males 
exceeded the females by 107; while of those of foreign- 
birth, the females exceeded the males by seven. | 

Those born in Ireland make 20.12 per cent. of all who 
died, nearly the identical percentage of the preceding year, 
and 69.46 per cent. of all of the foreign-born decedents. 


TABLE IX. DEATHS.— PARENTAGE. 


1874. 1873. 
Deaths. Per cent. Deaths. Per cent. 

IBOston ete: « vatene nee ce tiemcre 473 6.06 440 - 5.59 
Other places i in "Massachusetts . aelchce nelle 811 10.38 645 8.19 
Remainder of New AN ha sitetiohelte 765 9.79 742 9.43 
Other States... EU Sw Mele ce teas 244 3.12 257 3.26 
England and Wales « + .5. Gb OP One are 324 4.15 353 4.49 
ireland eae telieins waite eee siisiiciio ks te “le 3,661 46.87 3,808 48.39 
Boctland ees Ran eee A 180 1.67 126 1.60 
British American Provinces . ava Gite & 414 5.30 453, 5.76 
Germany and Northern Europe... . 420 5.38 446 5.67 
Other foreign places. ...... Aire 215 2.042 is 207 2.64 
Unknown ...%. Bip hati wines oad 355 4.54 392 4.98 

7,812 100.00 7,869 100.00 


Ae 
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It will be seen from the above, that less than 32 per cent. 


of all who died (including half of those recorded as un- 


known) were of native parentage. As usual, those of Irish 
parentage furnish by far the largest percentage, mak- 
ing no less than 46.87 per cent. of the whole mortal- 
ity. This, however, is a reduction of about 134 per 
cent. from the preceding year. Of the decedents of foreign 
parentage, those of Irish parentage make no less than 68.55 
per cent., —a slight increase over the year before. 

The following comparative statement of the births and 
deaths in 1873 and 1874 is given as a further illustration of 
the facts expressed in the foregoing table : — 


1874. 1873. 


Births.| Per ct. || Deaths.| Per ct. || Births. | Per ct. || Deaths.| Per ct. 


Foreign fathers . .| 7,775 66.35 5,341 68.37 6,593 68.05 5,589 71.03 
American fathers .| 3,942 33.65 2,471 31.63 3,095 31.95 2,280 28.97 


11,717 | 100.00 7,812 | 100.00 9,688 | 100.00 7,869.} 100.00 


There was a falling off of about three per cent. of the 
decedents of foreign parentage, and a corresponding increase 
of those of native birth. 
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It will be observed that no less than 28.19 per cent. of 
those who died were under one year of age, a larger per- 
centage than has been seen for the previous ten years. 

It will also be seen, that 42.99 per cent. of the dece- 
dents were under five years of age. The percentages of 
deaths during the two periods named for the last ten years 
are shown in the following : — 


a 


1865| 1866/ 1867| 1868) 1869| 1870) 1871] 1872) 1873) 1874 


eee | Se | | | | | | — | — 


Under lyear.... . | 23.05 | 23.56 | 22.93 | 25.40 | 24.82 | 27.04 | 27.12 | 26.66 | 26.25 | 28.19 
Under Byears..... 40.60 | 38.78 | 41.80 | 44.63 | 41.84 | 43.00 | 40.68 | 42.20 | 41.80 | 42.99 


The average percentage of those dying under one year 
during the last ten years was 25.50, and that of all who 
died under five years during the same period was 42.13. It 
will also be seen, that while the percentage of the first-named 
class has been gradually increasing for the last five years, 
that of the other class has not varied materially (except in 
1866) for the whole period of ten years. 

Perhaps no better means are afforded of judging of the 
sanitary condition of a city than that of its bills of infantile 
mortality ; as all the causes which serve to swell the general 
mortality act more specifically on those who have not passed 
beyond the first quinquennial period of life. The following 
comparison of the infantile mortality of Boston with that 
of a few other cities may not be uninteresting : — 


| Per ct. | Per ct. Per ct. | Per ct. 
ne Under 1/Under 5 ea Under 1, Under 5 
=o? year. | years. Pie year. | years. 


New York... 27.10 28.83 7.72 || Baltimore... 24.5 25.73 46.12 
TIORUOH s+ 0's « 23.59 28.19 42.99 Providence .. 19 91 20.27 39.38 
Richmond... 20.4 27.22 45.70 IB UttAlOr ee, «es 16 36 oe 37 37 
Philadelphia. . 20.6 26.87 41.00 || San Francisco. 19.26 Als | 33.60 


1 


BES ate. sia oie bal : 
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It will be seen, that while the percentage of deaths under — 
one year of age was nearly the same in New York and 
Boston, the ratio was much larger in the former place in 
regard to the whole number under five years. Although the 
percentage of deaths of children under one year is higher in 
Boston than in Richmond and Baltimore, the mortality of 
children under five years is much larger in the two last- 
named places than in the former. Philadelphia exhibits a 
most favorable condition, while Providence, Buffalo, and 
San Francisco show an improvement on that. 

It may be interesting to see how the above compares with 
the infantile mortality of several populous cities of England. 
The list is taken from the Registrar General’s Report for 
1871, and is selected at random from many other places of - 
equal size. None of the places fe contain less than 
120,000 inhabitants. 


Per ct. Per ct. Per ct. 


Under 1 Under 1 Under 1 

year. year. year. 
Bradford, “(a2 53 31.1 Salfordh s5 jar.) ae 29.7 Wolverhampton. .| 25.6 
FE GOUS Us ta sis males os 30.9 Liverpool: .: alive 28.4 Sunderland ....| 24.7 
Birmingham ....| 29.7 Neweastle-on- ie 27.4 West Derby... .| 24.6. 
Shetmeld terms ert 29.7 Manchester . . 27.3 London’ .)-9¢e.msmre 23.9 


It will be seen that London, with a population of about 
3,900,000, shows a smaller infantile mortality than any in 
the above list. West Derby, whose percentage of deaths 
is much below that of Boston, has a population of about 
10,000 larger. 

The following table exhibits the infantile mortality in eight 
of the largest cities in Scotland. In only two of the places 
named (Aberdeen and Perth) is the death-rate as low as that 
of Boston. 
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Per cent. | Per cent. Per cent. | Per cent. 

Under 1 | Under 5 Under 1 | Under 5 
year. years. year. years. 
Giulia etic an s <- 6 24.38 39.2 MUM CC hs en @ tral sh. oe 6 21.18 | 44.9 
CEREENOOKS Deities fs 1s. « 22.4 46.7 PAIDELCCCIes. os cae jh cio 17.18 34.5 
CIGBSOW Bh. se pe we 21.8 44.2 Paisley eve 2 eel el ey 19.00 38.9 
LAS MEATS 512 ye 21.18 32.2 TACT Meron ciuatrsetcites ea) s 15.56 23.8 


The low infantile mortality of Paisley, Perth, and Aber- 

deen is noticeable. The death-rate of Perth is only 22.2 in 
a thousand, and Aberdeen 23.5. In 1872, Paisley had a 
population of 48,000; Aberdeen, 90,000; Perth, 26,000 ; 
Glasgow, 489,000. 
_ By reference to Table X., it will be seen that less than 5 
per cent. of the decedents were between 5 and 15 years of 
age; 11.12 per cent. were between 20 and 30. More than 
one-half of the decedents (50.85 per cent.) were under 20 
years of age; 27.43 per cent. between 20 and 50; and 21.72 
per cent. above that age. Of those dying under 5 years, 
the males exceeded the females by 238 — 7.09 per cent. ; 
between 5 and 15, the females exceeded the males in number 
by four. From 15 to 20, the difference in the same direc- 
tion is increased to 36, and in the two succeeding decennial 
periods a similar difference is seen of 59 and 16 deaths, 
respectively. During the three succeeding decennial periods 
the aspect is changed, and the male decedents exhibit an 
excess of 16, 65, and 46 deaths in the respective periods. 
During the remaining periods the aspect is again changed, 
the excess of the female decedents being large, the difference 
being 51 in the first, 86 in the second, and 13 in the last. 

There were three deaths reported of persons over one 
hundred years of age, viz.: one male of 106; another of 
105, and a female of 103. 

The parentage of children under 15 years of age, with the 
percentage and sex in each specified period of life, are seen 
in the following table : — 

4 
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lday. |1d.to6m.| 6to12m.|1to5yrs.| 5to10. |10to15.| Per cent. 


Mob Fe M. | F.. |\ M..| 3h. 1M.) J. [MM . | ei eae F. 


pm | ce be | | ee — | | | | | 


Native fathers| 62 | 33 462|. 414] 266} 235) 427) 412) 88] 86| 47| 42) 31.54] 29.81 


Foreign ‘ 22 | 17 271; 212) 124 84) 164; 153) 30) 389) 12) 14! 68.44) 70.19 
Totals. ... | 84 | 50 783} 626 RO 819; 591) 565) 118) 125) 59! 56 
Per cent. . . | 4.25| 2.87) 37.11] 35.96] 19.75] 18.32/ 29.93] 32.45] 5.97] 7.18] 2.99] 3.22] 100.00] 100.00 


The above table shows, that 3.60 per cent. of the children 
died on the day of their birth, and that 40.18 per cent. were 
under 6 months old. 


TABLE XI. FOREIGN-BORN DECEDENTS ABOVE FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE 


BIRTHPLACES. 
a S| ae 
AGES. Deaths. ’ 3s a < 3 b iS 9 
14 aS q | aa 3S ‘& | Totals. | Per ct. 
Baie Soa bik EC iaeee 
2 ae So NES ® | 3 & 
eS Aes m | OA O O's 
SEN AE MA Aa fies Sat Se 256 33 13 1 15 4 6 72 | 28.12 
ZA EEO OO ,acknte eRe vs filets 869 205 21 8 83 23 14 354 40.73 
30) tor 40 f . eey oars Ani’ 686 286 30 12 52 27 13 420 61.22 
AOZCO OO iy cine eae eens 588 270 18 9 33 18 5 353 60.00 
DHONCOKGO+.. cite we eden 533 243 14 7 24 19 8 315 | . 59.10 
COFEOT 10 Sa. eee ieee 512 211 8 ° 10 Ly 6 255 49.80 
TORSO MBO Bayete anaes 415 148 9 5 5 13 6 186 44 82 
SOO GIO Ree sens) fotee ete 204 71 6 1 3 2 ; 83 40.68 
Overj90 (50% tle ones 33 17 . : 17 51.51 
Totals/secviciee acts ce tolns 4,096 || 1,484 119 46 225 123 58 2,055 
Pericentizte ste. sss. §2.43 || 36.23 | 2.90 | 1.12 ] 5.49 8.00 | 1.41 50.17 


The first column shows the whole number of those who 
died above 15 years of age, which makes 52.43 per cent. of 
all who died. It will be noticed, that of the whole number 
embraced in the table, 36.23 per cent. were natives of Ire- 
land. It will be further seen, that of those between 15 and 
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30 years of age, the native-born decedents were largely in 
excess. In each of the three succeeding decennial periods 
the foreign element is in the ascendency ; in the two next, 
the native element predominates, while in the last, the two 
are equally balanced. It will be seen, that all of the foreign- 
born decedents above 90 years of age were born in Ireland. 


TABLE XII. DEATHS IN WARDS AND HOSPITALS. 


Wards | Deaths.| Per ct.|| Wards.| Deaths.| Per ct. Hospitals. Deaths.| Per ct. 
5 ie pees 5387 6.88 | 12 597 7.64 ||Deer Island & R. I. 85 

haa hen. 886 UB cs 258 3.30 ||City Hospital ...| 286 

3. 6 6 377 4.83 ||14 249 3.19 ||Mass. Gen. Hospital 127 

PA ie tsid's 161 2.06 ||15.. 539 6.90 ||\Consumptive Home 55 

Bef 201 2.57 |/16.. 255 3.26 ||Carney Hospital. . 44 10.98 
Oly Te 222 2.84 ||17 176 2.25 ||Lunatic Hospital. . 12 

(Se Ae 921 11.79 |/19 103 1.32 ||St.Ann’s Inf. Asyl’m 132 

8 os 220 2.82 ||20 ° 197 2.52 |/8t.Mary’s ‘é 65 

OTe 231 2.96 ||21.. 248 3.17 ||Other Institutions . 52 

Olas 281 8.60 | |22 c 248 3.17 

Li os 281 3.60 


6,954 | 89.02 858 


There was a decrease in the percentage of deaths in each 
ward, except wards 13 and 15, and about 3 per cent. in the 
several hospitals. 
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SUMMARY. 


Accidents. — The number of deaths thus classed (in- 
cluding 5 from sunstroke, 5 from exposure and neglect, 
and 3 from “ starvation”) was 268, a decrease of 9 from 
the number of the preceding year, but making about the 
same percentage — 3.37. The uniformity in the percentages 
of the deaths from casualties each year is seen in the fol- 
lowing : — 
1869| 1870 1871] 1872; 1873] 1874 


PYIGATS ie er tel seers Sennen | 1865| 1866 1863| 1868 


3.87 


4.00 | 2.37 


3.48 | 3.98 
I 


3.60 


3.95 


3.53 2.0 | 3.37 


PET GEG forte fol sub. eae 


The average for the ten years was 3.55 per cent. The 
specific form of the accident 1 in each instance is given in the 
following table : — 


A 
° 
Z 
2 


DOW Ce edie en sire ts mie lietiteli(s Bicitie tke 38 Poisoned by opium. ... 


SSS ES COLLAD Ps: ire, rest ce 
Se tron ichairer. sas 
“ through skylight 
“G se scuttles. 
** from door-steps . 
OG “¢ ladders’. . 
4s ‘t scaffolds. . 
SS OMMLOO Ts of eae irons 
s¢ from wharf’... » ue 
66 ss vessel’s berth Abotyaits 

as “5 pall OLMAAY. et ee etie 
<< “ folding steps. .-.. 


Explosion of kerosene lamps 
ae ** steam boilers 
Caught in machinery. . . 
Struck by teams ..... 
Fall of timber .... 
From blasting rocks . 
Tossed by cattle... 
ShOtw amy euramrenee are 
Suffocated by, coal gas. . 
ue in burning stable . 
Killed by stone-crusher. ... 
se. kick*of a horses ee 


Onmallnoads erat sipeiete sidelekion oars 29 “ phosphorus <\. <r. 
Fell down stairs... AO Ga 15 % * morphinGs. Gaereme 
a fr OM GWill dOWiSen «ts Jobienre Mentent 12 dd © chloroform. s.r. ene 
ue ce MAst-HeAd es «ile! els «als 2 Qy ‘* gelseminum .... 
st ** buildings . sae at 5 cs ‘* liquid potash,... 
ss into vessel’s hold . 5 Thrown from vehicles ..... 


oeeeesbekeetfeee#ee#eees @ « 
BY 6! \e-eR he TO ea K6.2 06. Oy 66 6-0 


Fall OMVSICC WALKS fe Wen ole 6)<uisl to the so 9S! falling ywhatie ems 
OL derricks sy. /s 2 leis ese es Severed carotid artery—fel dow 
Sh OnE GL AVY. Wipele Bete, Ne Let's stairs. . ; 


So ES iste gt oar de 
<c. “bundlelof hay ouio Me 
ff DSS e ALCON |UGCesil« Uc © 
sc 6° “prick wall. . 


Killed by i iron wheel . Mg cd nr 

st ** steam engine . Seen 
Struck in head by jumping. . 
Killed in gymnasium. ...- 


22S OW) S88 fel oe Ee A eee we ae Oye 


ee © © we 2 8 lf 


Ke eS CakeiOliCels elle! sis 6 ‘¢ Jby tall. of. stone mame 5 

“c not specified... ... ‘ ee sf" 6. 5* gravelpanke. . 
ULE sable vowels Maiti siiele ° 1 as <¢) Hhorse-Cansas name 

Run over by teams.. . 1 a “+ fall of shed. 


Killed by fire engines . 
Scalded .. «1% si. «- 


Explosion of powder. : 
Exposure and neglect . 


° 
. 
° 
° 


FE Ua ad bed et ft ed et et tt BD BS BD BD BD OTD 09 CT BS 0 


eee. 
° 
ee 
° 
eo} 
° ee Wat 3 * e 


So 4S) © ¢ O20 + ca 


BROW W PROP HH HEH HN OHH HED DORR RHEE 


SUIMStrOk6:taiepisd re pemmar tees eit ve Starvations. .)29 5 

Suffocated in bed-clothes « 31 rE Falls not specified . . 

Overlaid 0... : Sor ie eee Run over by sled .)/.c.smeaesnenee 10 
Killed on felevator’. 95 oe) «ess 
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Abscesses. — There were 20 deaths from causes thus speci- 
fied, localized as follows: — Abdominal, 3; brain, 2; neck, 
2; liver, 4; pelvis, 3; lumbar, 2; and hip, lungs, prostate, 
and thigh, one each. 

Brain Diseases. —The number of deaths thus classed was 
309, a decrease of 51 from the preceding year, and making 
4.60 per cent. of the deaths from all causes. In 187 3, this 
class of deaths made 5.21 per cent. of the mortality of that 
year. Of the whole number, 44 were reported as “inflam- 
mation,” and 60 as “congestion.” Most of the remaining 
255, specified as “diseases of the brain,” are entered on the 
record as “meningitis,” in accordance with the returns of phy- 
sicians. ‘The percentages of deaths from brain diseases for 
ten years are given in the following : — 


1873] 1874 


1874] 1872 


—_—— 


DeMNs is 6 kes 1865); 1866 1867| 1868 1869] 1870 


OTGCI biel aks: 5) + 0 .< 5. | 513 | 5.24 | 4.85 | 5.27 5.25 | 4.55 5.1 | 5.21 | 4.60 


With the exception of the years 1868, 1871 and 1874, the 
ratio of deaths from this class of diseases is about the same 
each year. ‘The yearly average for the ten years is 5.11 per 
cent. 

_ Apoplexy.—The number of deaths from this cause was 
130, an increase of eleven — making 1.66 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. 

The percentage for ten years has been : — 


NOCDEM  gilaials sls + 1865| 1866] 1867 1868| 1869) 1870] 1871 1872] 1873| 1874 
Per celina <<. «ss 1.49 | 1.26 | 1.49 | 1.45 | 1.38 | 1.53 | 1.78 | TS) (OR eon 
oe 


Bronchitis.— There were 229 deaths reported from this 
cause, an increase of 83 —or 2.93 per cent. of the whole 
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mortality. The uniformity of the percentages for ten years 
is seen in the following 


186% 187111872 1873) 1874 


1868| 1869| 1870 


—————— 


DViGALScive'y imerherel ise ie 1865 1866 


eee f eee —— | ——— |] —— | | ee | 


Perm Conti se veedetetiene | dekh 


2.67 | 2.65 | 2.47 | 2.49 | 2.93 


Cancer: —The number of deaths returned from cancer 
was 140, one less than was recorded in the preceding year. 

The following table gives the sex and age of each person 
who died from cancer, together with the localities of the 
disease, except in three instances : — 


TABLE XIV. SHOWING THE DEATHS FROM CANCER, AGES OF DECE- 
DENTS, AND LOCALITIES OF THE DISEASES. 


Ages Ages Ages 
Males. Stomach &liver| 56 || Breast .... 46 || Stomach ... 
INNS GO Go Ol) GEN EMRE re BG ee ce SP PaLn Mente: ce nanae 
pacicete monn es HOR (eh Oat von coms 42 me cuccaecd 69 ce aaroas 
iBowels ....-j} 45 1|/Tongue. .. .| 65 OO ee ive dredts nem [Ea st oats 
Go 5 Ee 20 || Not stated .. 35 ce see ae 56 6s Reh on 
«ce ° oe 69 66 eeee 40 r Jaw = eo. cet ©F ta 51 o oe 
.e afte 66 —|! Liver. .... oT a & liver 
J SUNG ec 33 || Total males..| 42 Seay 85 eta trae COS 66 
Bladder . ee ce 78 a 66 on0 0) Cue) 15 Throat e © @ @ 
Chin. tees 76 Females. ONE oy ae ane 75 | | HObeTALS Ge uesrouns 
Face......{ 49 || Arm (under) .| 938 Cie My hose 4 A Mdiild va" 
SCP hie dees! exOo ab lad deicas a. eet aoL Ve ee itote May atte 42 ats Aleph Gc 
CO AEA cheery eco ee ee 4 Bowels. ... V1 PT rae isin Be «s Prsepecy uc 
Liver and bow’ls| 44 ots SEs Sete eu0o le FMA Seat 5 49 es epneae 
OU 21 $6 e e e ° 75 ¢é e e e ° 34 6 ° e ° . 
uarynx. 2 oe. | 50: || Breast. «come velo itd Lungs : 44 SCR rears 
Lungs... . « 8 ee atte ker gor PCa) Neck &should’r 23 OST S comteins 
IN‘GckKianeies bes Go vs SBR e205 54 || Omentum .. 54 oe ae Os 
“6 80 CS eee te lim OD OG pha: se Se nite 
‘6 and throat 46 Ee se heter|| (62: | (Ovaries. core 44 ae 3) ee 
Rectum. ... 74 et « eeerw | 246: | AReGCtIIM Se. .uke 6s Mae st mehar 
66 ee ee 70 £4 ee @¢ @ 87 Side eee AT 66 eeee 
Stomach....| 55 fey eee O44) StOMACI ere sen REO « see 
6 a Notas te 65 us Be 62 $5 Pm: 48 +f Pee 5 
UG <eeeaetloaGe OU Soho thea eA0 ce ave oe col ae a6 ety 
cs ice rn Oulee Oe « hres 63 ce apie 74 ss Byer foe 
“c e e e e 56 66 e s ° e 49 £6 e 67 “ e ° oe e 
“ e e e e 69 Uy e e e 46 Go e e 80 66 e e e ° 
é6 ° e e e 61 ae e ° e 51 - ° ° 74 6c e e e oe 
sé e ° e ° Bye sé e e e 21 OG e e e 66 66 e o e e 
“6 ee ee 48 as eeee 55 ss eee 72 6s i‘ 2 ee 
US avert et ei O ce Sa Smee NDT cs UR 75 és be peeniite 
Ue “pay tht Spite cal. Us aa heusiitat 4c sé »« »| 67 |) Not stated yon. 
ub sine aie roe Ke Poaceae te mes) ce sedis 73 we ae 
U2 gate ta He O, ce Aen OH mae Y Enpere 62 
ce Siam me ALES? ge afi eare ne ao «s - «| 69 || Total females . 
ce Servicare 17 oe Ae oy ee eee <s HAE 65 
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It will be seen that the deaths from this disease make 1.79 
of the whole mortality. The percentages for ten years are 
given in the following table, the yearly average being 1.68 
per cent. : — 


1872/1873 


wee 1.32 


1870! 1871 


1865] 1866 


—_—_ | —_——— 


1867 


1868 


1869 


1.26 | 1.78 | 1.85 | 1.54 | 1.94 | 1.82 
| 


1874 


1.79 | 1.79 


Cholera Infantum.— There were 679 deaths thus re- 
turned, a decrease of 122 from the number reported in 1873, 
and making 8.69 per cent. of the whole mortality. If the 
deaths from this cause in Wards 17, 19, 20, 21 and 22, com- 
prising the territory annexed to Boston since the last report, 
be excluded, the percentage in 1874 will not be materially 
different from that of the preceding year. There was a con- 
siderable difference in the percentages of the last ten years, 
as will be seen in the following table : — 


1873 


1870] 1871 


6.07 .| 5.27 | 8.84 | 6.61 | 8.60 | 8.93 | 11.31 | 10.18 


1872 


1874 


~— 


8.74 


1865! 1866! 1867| 1868! 1869 


Poe cCenpa st ose se" 3 | 6.74 


If the deaths from cholera morbus (81), diarrhea (93), 
and dysentery (81), be added to cholera infantum, the total 
deaths from these causes will be 884, making 11.32 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. The percentages of deaths from 
these causes for ten years are as follows : — 


1867| 1868] 1869} 1870] 1871] 1872 1873! 1874 


"9.20 18.20 | 10.52 | 18.82 | 12.84 | 12.44 | 10.22 11.32 


1865 


12.46 


1866 
12.24 


Oi, A 


From the above it will be seen that the yearly average of 
the mortality from these causes was 11.82 per cent. 
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Consumption. —The deaths reported from this disease 
number 1,333, — 641 males, 692 females, — making 17.06 
per cent. of the whole mortality. The percentages of mortality 
from this cause for ten years are seen below : — 


1874 


1872! 1873 


15.17 | 17.06 


1866! 1867| 1868! 1869 18701 1871 


— — — 


17.90 | 19,31 | 17.32 | 15.738 


NiCHIS’. Uedomsks caweies ns 1865 


16.59 | 16.23 


18,34 | 14.35 


PERE IA PO ANCE ACR ep rae 


It will be seen that the ratio was larger in 1866 than in 
any other year, and the smallest in 1872. The deaths from 
consumption in the five new wards made 16.26 per cent. of 
the whole mortality in those wards. The yearly average was 
16.80 per cent. 

The ages of the decedents from consumption, with the per- 
centage of deaths in each divisional period of life, will be 
seen in the following : — 


5 to 15 | 15 to 20 | 20 to 80} 30 to 40 | 40 to 50 | Over 50 


1to5 
Hex ie wei, s M..[ Bo) Moe | Re) Med Be) MiB Mie a] aR raf eran ese 
Deaths. 81 | 25.| 28 | 81 $15 | 21) 4k 47851 198: 219 | 1224129) ose emer onernn 
Per cent... . 6 % 69 4 a | 3 = alAl]s S o B a - S 
= fas) <H =H WN ine) io} \ ee fa) rm for) oo =H re oo © 
re ia) o re rm re re re re 


It will be seen that 16.20 per cent. of all the male dece- 
dents, and 17.94 of the female, died of consumption. Of 
those who died under one year the males exceed the females 
over 1 per cent. Between one and fifteen years the males 
exceed the females nearly 1 per cent., while between 15 and 
20 this difference is nearly doubled. During the next 
decade the excess of females is over 1 per cent., and during 
the three succeeding periods the males again predominate to 
the extent of about 6 per cent. | 

The occupations of 23.09 per cent. of those who died from 
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this disease were laborers. | These with clerks, shoemakers, 
teamsters, traders, painters, tailors, carpenters, mariners, 
machinists and printers, make 50.39 per cent. of all the 
occupations of the male decedents. 

Croup and Diphtheria caused 121 deaths, an increase 
of only two over the number recorded in 1873. The per- 
centages for ten years are seen in the following table : — 


1867! 1868 1873! 1874 


' | ‘ 
GATS ci ois ss ee is | 18651 1866 1869, isto 18171) 1872 


Ie pay O21 A a | 2.95 


3.17 | 2.83 | 3.51 | 2.90 | 2.20 | 2.17 | 1.16 | 1.51 | 1.55 


ee | eee | ee ee | 2 ee 


Fever, Typhoid. —'The number of deaths from this cause 
(including three reported as typhus) was 202, a decrease of 
41 compared with the preceding year. In addition to these 
there were seven deaths from remittent fever, one from inter- 
mittent, and one not specified. The whole number make 
2.70 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

The percentages for ten years are seen in the following 
statement. The yearly average was 2.77 per cent. 


1873) 1874 


1865| 1866 1867] 1868 1869| 1870 


1871] 1872 


ee | ee ee ee weer 


SOT CCU tse ski piicurs 0, te. | 3.19 2.49 2.19 


2.40 | 2.71 


3.02 2.68 


8.04 | 3.27 | 2.70 


Heart Disease. —The number of deaths thus classed was 
328, an increase of 184 compared with the year before. The 
following statement shows the percentages for ten years. 
The yearly average was 3.17 per cent. In 1871 and 1874 
the deaths from diseases of the heart made over 4 per cent. 
of the whole mortality of those years, while in 1870 they 
made less than 2 per cent. 


| 
1869! 1870 


| 


1867! 1868 


1865! 1866 


2.75 | 3.13 | 3.14 | 3.12 | 2.88 | 3.21 | 4,06 


1871! 1872 


1873 


1874 


oe 


3.34 | 1.83 | 4.20 
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The instances in which the specific forms of the disease 
were reported are shown in the following table; the re- 
mainder were returned as they appear in table XIII. 


No. No. No 

(Vic ULE pele eens elites. e bs 19 ||Hydropericarditis. . .| 4 || Endocarditis ....-. 2 
Hypertrophy ...... 14) | \Carditist.e.) «ctw emer. 3. ||) Mitralicns: vaca smteare 2 
Pericarditis ie tie sis) > 14 ||Angina Pectoris. ...j| 3 || Enlargement..... 1 
ot 1 


Fatty degeneration... .| 8 |iClot......s+e«.-s.-. 3 || Rupture of . <2 os. 


Hydrocephalus. —'The number of deaths from this cause 
was 151. The percentages for ten years are given below, 
the yearly average being 2.33 per cent. The first three 
years present the same percentage, and the highest of any 
year during the whole period. 


1865 
3.00 


1866 
3.00 


1867 
3.00 


1868 


2.33 


1869 
2.12 


1870 


2.20 


1871 
2.34 


1872| 1873 


1.63 | 1.75 


1874 
1.93 , 


IP eTICen teens eliemis wen its 


Kidney Diseases. —'The number of deaths from these 
causes was 160 — 85 males, and 75 females. This number 
embraces 103 from Bright’s disease, and 10 from nephritis. 

Malformations. —There were 51 deaths of this class 
reported, —— one more than were recorded in 1873. Of 
these 28 were returned as cyanosis; 6 of bowels; 5 of 
heart; 4 as spina bifida; 4 as imperforate anus; 1 imperf. 
urethra; 1 cleft palate; 1 hepatic; 1 of brain. 

Marasmus.— There were 329 deaths reported from this 
cause, —an increase of 64, — making 4.21 per cent. of the 
mortality from all causes. 

Measles. —'The deaths from this cause were 41. *In the 
preceding year there were only 16. The number in each of 
the last ten years was : — 


| 1873 | 1874 


—— 


16. 


1865 1868 | 1869 | 1870 


15. 


1866 | 1867 1871 | 1872 


i. 42, 9. 60. Al, 


él. | 68. te 17. 


1 
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Meningitis, Cerebro-sp. — There were 35 deaths from this 
cause, 181 less than occurred in 1873. There was not a 
death from this cause in Wards 5,6, 7,8, 9, and 17. There 
were 5 deaths in each of wards 1 and 3. The first time 
that deaths from this disease was reported was in 1867, in 
which year 7 deaths occurred. In the following year there 
were 8 deaths, and in the succeeding one 7. In 1870 there 
were 5 deaths, and the following year but 3. In 1872 there 
were 60 deaths, just double the number that had occurred in 
in all of the preceding years. In 1873 there was a great 
increase, the number of deaths being 216, making 2.74 per 
cent. of the entire mortality. In the past year there was 
another great change, as before stated, the deaths from this 
cause receding from 216 to 35. There were no deaths from 
. this disease in the months of April and October. 

Old Age. — The number of deaths thus reported was 223 
(2.85 per cent. of the whole mortality), 64 males, and 156 
females.. In the preceding year there were 55 males and 
‘119 females thus reported. | 

Pneumonia. — There were no less than 571 deaths from 
this disease, making 7.31 per cent. of the entire mortality. 
The variations in the deaths from this cause during the last 
ten years will be seen in the percentage of each year : 


| | 


| sve 


1869 


| 
1865, 1866 1867 1868 


1871 


1870 


1873 


1874 


7.31 


— 


6.44 


5.17 


i 


It will be seen that the percentage was higher in the past 
year than in any other year of the series, the year 1869, 
however, nearly reaching it. The yearly average was 6.19 
per cent. There were 164 deaths in the first quarter; 176 
in the second; 73 in the third, and 158 in the fourth. 

Puerperal Diseases. -—'There were 107 deaths from child- 


birth diseases. The number of females who were married 
6 
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at the time of their death was 973. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that one in nine died of diseases incident to childbirth. 
If the instances in which the decedents were beyond the 
child-bearing age are excluded in estimating the . percentage 
of mortality from these causes, the result will appear in a 
still more striking light. The various forms of the diseases, 


with the ages of the decedents, are given in the following . 
table : — 
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The yearly average of deaths from childbirth diseases for 
ten years was 2.13 per cent. of the female mortality from 
all causes. 

Scarlatina. — There were 269 deaths repauee from this 
cause, 121 occurring in the first quarter ;. 68 in the second ; 
19 in the third, and 61 in the fourth. The percentages for 
ten years were as follows : — 


1865 
4.40 


1866 
2.99 


186% 
6.92 


1868 
“4.84 


1869 
5.97 


1873 
6.00 


1874 
3.44 


1870 
"3,36 


1871 


1.89 


1872 
“3.19 


The yearly average was 4.30 per cent. The highest rate 
was in 1867, when it was nearly 7 per cent., and the lowest 
in 1871, when it was less than 2 per cent. 

Small-pox. — There were only two deaths from:this dis- 
ease during the year, the first occurring in January, and the 
other in March. 

Suicide. —'There were 25 deaths of this character, 8 less 
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than occurred in the preceding year. There were 32 in 
1873, 33 in 1870, and only 8 in 1867. The modes of 
death were: cutting throat, 8; drowning, 4; laudanum, 4; 
shooting, 3; hanging, 3; arsenic, |; stabbing, 1; and one, 
a female, by throwing herself before a locomotive. 

Tumors. —'The number of deaths from tumors was 29. 
Their locations were as follows: abdominal, 9; uterine, 8; 
ovarian, 6; of neck, 2; chest, thigh, pelvis, and jaw, one each. 

Whooping-cough.—'The number of deaths thus reported 
was 108, an increase of 75 over the number of the preced- 
ing year. The number in each of the last ten years was as 
follows : — 


1865 | 1866 | 1867 | 1868 | 1869 | 1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 
52. 32. 44, 45. - 


77. 35. 52. 108. 


30. 33. 
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TABLE XV. SHOWING THE WARDS IN WHICH THE DEATHS FROM 
CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS AND FROM SEVEN ZYMOTIC DISEASES 
OCCURRED. 


A ° (2) iB} 
s fas} 3 a Pe m2 
ed q q oc 8 a a ees Son 
W ards. ae Su a < FI aa a 
sa 5 EE d = a i 8 
oy] m BH Fy la) fa) a oP S| 
1 61 138 26 6 7 5 5 3 
2 45 13 11 3 8 4 1 3 
3 30 ii 6 Yi 1 4 5 2 
4 12 3 2 4 1 ows 1 1 
8) 9 8 4 if 2 1 Se 5 
6 19 4 2 5 2 5) sea aig 
i 105 51 16 37 4 6 ee 4 
8 14 5 3 6 ear as ' il. 
9 24 1 7 3 wie 2 Ale 1 
10 29 7 ih 3 1 3 2 2 
11 25 8 10 6 3 1 4 ame: 
12 Ti 26 17 15 4 4 a | 2 
13 29 19 6 12 1 4 1 1 
14 23 vf 12 6 3 1 2 aids 
15 74 22 14 16 7 . 6 3 Al 
16 15 5 7 2 5 1 af 2 
nly 22 8 5 aes 2 2 <a 3 
19 8 7 4 2 D3 gle 4 2 
20 16 10 1 3 6 3 1 Ak 
21 18 20 1 6 1 2 2 2 
yy. 17 9 9 4 1 Ara 1 shite 
Public 
Institu- 11 12 30 21 il 2 1 5 
tions . 
679 269 200 174 62 56 35 33 


The deaths from diseases embraced in the above table 
make 19.30 per cent. of the whole mortality. Of those who 
died from cholera infantum, 164 (24.15 per cent. of all who 
died from that disease) died in South Boston. Of those 
who died from scarlatina, 73 (27.14 per cent. of the whole 
number) died in the same portion of the city. Of the deaths 
from typhoid fever, 14.50 per cent.; diarrhoea, 25.28 per 
cent. ; diphtheria, 12.90 per cent., and dysentery, 17.86 per 
cent., occurred in South Boston. No less than 46.69 per 
cent. of the deaths from cholera infantum occurred in Wards 
1, 7, 12, and 15. Of the deaths from typhoid fever, 13 
per cent. of the whole number, or 15.29 per cent. of all, 
exclusive of those who died in public institutions, died in 
East Boston. 
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The percentages of the mortality from the several classes 
of diseases exhibited in the foregoing table are summarized 
in the following : — 


ZYMOTIC DISEASES. Per ct. Per ct. | LOCAL DISEASES. Per ct. Per ct. 
_Miasmatic, 23,54 Of Generative organs, 30 
Enthetic, 14 ‘¢ Integumentary sys- 
Dietic, 52 tem, 313) 
Parasitic, 10 —— 24.30 ‘* Organs of locomotion, .04—— 36.43 
CONSTITUTIONAL DIs- DEVELOPMENTAL DIS- 
EASES. EASES, 
Diathetic, 2.68 Of Children, 4,55 
Tubercular, 20.04 —— 22.72 “© Women, 1.06 
Age, 2.84 
LOCAL DISEASES. “ Nutrition, 4.08 —— 12.53 
Of Nervous system 11.55 
*¢ Organs of circula- VIOLENT DEATHS. 
tion, 4.40 Accident or Neglect, 3.35 
** Respiratory organs, 12.64 Homicide, ay 
* Digestive organs, 4.58 Suicide, 22 
“‘ Urinary organs, 2.52 Unknown, 18— 4.02 


It will be seen from the above, that 24.30 per cent. of the 
mortality was from zymotic diseases, or those diseases which 
are denominated as epidemic, endemic, and contagious, and 
which form the most important group of those agents which 
destroy life. ; 
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THe WEATHER AND THE MoRTALITY. 


The following tables exhibit the number of deaths on each 
day of the year, nosologically arranged, together. with the 
conditions of the weather. Beyond the two facts of extreme 
cold and extreme heat, however, and the rapid transition - 
between them, it is not certain that much can be predicated 
on the supposed influence that these conditions have on the 
prevalence of disease. The tables, however, will furnish 
whatever data may exist, and may be of some service in 
statistical investigations. 
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TABLE XVII. MORTALITY IN JANUARY. 


DISEASES — CLASSES. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Daily mean 
Humidity. 


100 


= = Pat 
Lat Lag 
as ae 
A =) 

30.33 | 39.0 
30.28 | 41.7 
30.34 | 40.5 
30.19 | 54. 

30.43 | 39.5 
30.47 | 33 

29.95 | 39.8 
2071 AAT 

29.75 | 89.5 
29.68 | 40.5 
29.83 | 35.1 
30.25 | 28.5 
30.42 | 25.2 
29.77 | 23.2 
29.64 | 14.7 
29.90 | 12.2 
30.43 | 18 

80.52 | 27.5 
29.98 | 41.1 
36.42 | 28.7 
30.39 | 31.5 
30.04 | 44.2 
29.81 | 50.2 
30.22 | 34.2 
30.35 | 16.0 
30.44 | 11. 

30.08 | 25.2 
29.66 | 82.2 
30.07 | 29.7 
30.49 | 10.5 
30.83 | 14.5 
30.14 | 31.12 


Wind. 


Prevailing 
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The mean temperature of the month was 30°.5, with pre- 
vailing west wind. The highest temperature was 60° on the 
4th, and the lowest 0 on the 25th. The mean max. tempera- 
ture was 38°.2, and the min. 23°.2, the daily range being 15°. 
The number of deaths during the month was 617, or 7.90 
per cent. of the whole mortality. Local diseases predomi- 
nated, making 41.33 per cent. of the whole number. Of 
these the deaths from diseases of the respiratory organs 
make 38.82 per cent., and 16 per. cent of the mortality of 
the month; and those from diseases of the nervous system, 
30.98 per cent. of the class, and 12.80 per cent. of the 
monthly mortality. The deaths from zymotic diseases made 
18.15 per cent. of the whole mortality of the month. Scar- 
latina was the principal disease of this class, making 41.63 
per cent. of the number. There were but four clear days 
during the month. The rain-fall was 4.32 inches. 
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TABLE XVIII. MORTALITY IN FEBRUARY. 


DISEASES — CLASSES. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
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The mean temperature for the month was 28°.34, and the 
prevailing direction of the wind, north-west. The highest 
temperature was 54° on the 20th, at 2 P.M., and the lowest 
at 0 on the night of the first to the second. The mean max. 
temperature was 35°.4, and the min. 18°.6, the daily range 
being 16°.8. The number of deaths during the month was 
565, making 7.23 per cent. of the entire mortality. — 
Deaths from local diseases were largely in the ascendant, 
making. 42.83 per cent. of the whole number. Those from 
diseases of the respiratory organs make 38.84 per cent. of 
this class, and 16.64 per cent. of the monthly mortality. 
Those from diseases of the nervous system make 33 per cent. 
of the local class, and 14.16 per cent. of the whole number. 
Deaths from scarlatina make 34.44 per cent. of the mortality 
from zymotic diseases. ‘The rain-fall was 3.41 inches, 1.42 
inches falling on the 3d. 
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TABLE XIX. MORTALITY IN MARCH. 


DISEASES — CLASSES. 
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The mean temperature of, the month was 35°.3; the high- 
est, 60°.5, being on the 8d, and the lowest, 6°, on the 24th. 
The mean max. temperature was 45°.3, and the min. 26°, 
the daily range being 17°.2. The prevailing direction of 
the wind was north-west. The deaths during the month were 
under the average, making 7.98 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. The deaths from local diseases appear in about the 
same proportion as the preceding month, making 42.37 per 
cent. of the monthly mortality. Of this class, deaths from 
diseases of the respiratory organs make 34.09 per cent., and 
those from diseases of the nervous system 34.47 per cent. 
Of the deaths from the zymotic class, which make 13.96 of 
the whole number, those from scarlatina make 45.98 per 
cent. There were seven clear days during the month, and 
the quantity of rain that fell was 1.60 inches. 
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TABLE XX. MORTALITY IN APRIL. 


DISEASES — CLASSES. . METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
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The mean temperature for the month was 39°.1; the 
highest 67°, on the 14th, and the lowest, 11°, on the 5th, 
with prevailing north-west wind. There were but four clear 
days. The mean max. temperature was 46°.7, the min. 30°.8, 
the daily range being 15°.9. The deaths from local diseases 
were largely increased over the preceding month, making 
45.84 per cent. of the monthly mortality. The deaths from 
diseases of the nervous system and of the respiratory organs 
make 13.31 and 19.36 per cent. respectively of the local 
class, and 29.04 and 42.24 per cent. of the monthly mortal- 
ity. The deaths from the zymotic diseases, of which those 
from scarlatina make 27.27 per cent., make 13.31 per cent. 
of the deaths during the month. There were four clear days, 
and a rain-fall of 3.71 inches. 
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TABLE XXI. MORTALITY IN MAY. 


DISEASE — CLASSES. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
q a Shas , 
A} 8 |s*| 3 /a8;e&)é | a8 | d= |A2| ge | Am 
1 2 5 8 6 He 21 29.48 45.2 | 46. N. W as 
2 3 3 17 3 1 27 29.70 40.7 | 57. N ae 
3 6 6 11 2 Bi 25 80.04 50.5 | 59. N. W. rae 
4 3 7 6 2 oe 18 29.96 57.0 | 46 WwW Pet 
5 4 8 11 4 1 28 * 29.70 46.5 | 48 . E «fs 
6 3 6 6 2 . Wf 29.78 49.5 | 40 N. W. na 
7 5 1 5 4 1 16 29.95 43.0 | 59 N. W ds 
8 1 6 7 6 2 22 29.98 48.7 | 59. Ww. ue 
9 vf 7 8 5 2 1 29 29.83 59.5 | 58 S. W ae 
10 6 4 9 2 ° 21 80.01 $63.2 | 72 8. E cee 
11 3 8 11 1 1 24 80.44 47.2 | 52 S.E eo 
12 5 13 5 2 2 27 80.35 SL. 2 eer 8. W. ee 
13 3 4 16 2 Celie 25 80.00 | 68.5 | 58 WwW oie 
14 4 5 7 3 . 19 80.00 69.2 | 45 N. W : 
15 1 4 4 2 1 12 30.19 65.5 | 50 E 
16 3 5 11 1 5 25 29.80 49.0 |100 E 1.15 
17 3 4 14 2 i 24 29.81 62.0 | 55 N. W silts 
18 3 5 9 2 1 20 29.82 58.5 | 84. 8. W. 25 
19 2 ii 4 3 2 16 29.86 57.0 | 57 W os 
20 4 8 10 2 1 25 29.97 58.2 | 56 8 lots 
21 3 2 8 8 . 21 29.75 50.7 | 96 
22 2 5 1 ave iL 9 29.84 50.7 | 55 
23 1 8 13 1 1 24 30.01 61.5 | 38 
24 ° 6 7 3 1 17 29.96 62.2 | 58 
25 5 1 13 2 . 16 29.71 59.7 | 92 
26 5 2 5 6 . 18 29.73 61.0 | 67 
27 1 7 14 . 22 30.02 60.5 | 67 
28 5 7 8 5 1 21 80.05 66.0 | 60 
29 oma 3 6 2 : 11 80.15 61.7 | 71 
30 2 3 9 1 . 15 30.08 64.0 | 82 
31 2 5 3 2 1 13 29.67 IZ toOos 
92 165 266 81 24 628 29.92 56.1 | 59. 
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The mean temperature for the month was 56°.1 ; the high- 
est, 86°, on the 31st, and the lowest, 32°, on the 3d. The 
mean max. temperature was 64°.5, and the min. 46°.8, the 
daily range being 17°.7. The prevailing direction of the wind 
was north-west, with seventeen clear days. The deaths from 
zymotic diseases show a slight increase, making 14.65 per 
cent. of the monthly mortality, scarlatina predominating, 
contributing 39.13 per cent. of all the deaths from this class. 
The deaths from diseases of the nervous system make 31.96 
per cent., and those from diseases of the respiratory organs, 
34.96 per cent. of the mortality from local causes. The rain- 
fall for the month was 3.71 inches, the whole amount falling 
on the 16th, 18th, 21st and 25th. , 
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TABLE XXII. MORTALITY IN JUNE. - 

DISEASES — CLASSES. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

= g a SI 

5 Z is ed = : : : , ce ip a 
BE ob rh oho a RRBs REMC bi | ba | bE 58 Be 
S leese es | 82] SiS lees | eee ae ic 

AN] nH 1A P| aR |} A A s a A 
1 6 11 1 4 24 29.64 59 71. E. 66 
2 6 7 10 3 1 27 30.18 55. 74 8. E. 11 
3 3 3 rs Pea oh 30.25 59 63. 8. W. us 
AE 4 4 2 2 12 30.10 58 88 S.E 18 

5 4 2 9 PPA) ab 30.03 66 81. 8. E : 
6 4 4 15 ae ee 25 29.99 65 87 8.E 96 
7 : 4 8 Sy ee 29.86 64 85 S.E 02 
8 2 6 10 : 1 19 29.65 74 62 N. W. 35 
9 1 2 8 3 1 15 29.79 71 62 N. W. he 
10 2 2 5 5 . | 14 |} 30.00 67 61 N. W ahs 
11 Tre ars 4 Lael were 9 30.09 57 74, E 43 
12 1 7 4 2 1 15, 29.81 57 92 E. 16 
13 4 7 5 2 1 19 30.02 59 57 N. W. Se 
14 3 5 6 3 1 18 30.16 66 52 N.W. abs 
15 4 6 8 2 1 16 30.22 70 56 N. W. aA 
16 2 4 8 1 1 16 30.11 71 61. 8. .05 
17 2 4 6 2 1 15 29.72 67 84. 8 44 
18 1 3 3 2 5 14 29.73 | 66 72. N. W 03 
19 7 4 4 s iy ae MS Be 30.04 55 90 N.E 29 
20 3 R} igen Reta 3 14 30.17 53 91 N. E. Eat 
21 8 3 8 Ott seer euee 30.10 60 83. E Sas 

22 5 5 6 5 1 22 30.00 73 73 N. W. : 
23 ale 10 9 1 Tees 29.79 | 77 66 N. W 02 
24 4 1 8 2 1 16 29.85 68 41 N. W. vee 
25 2 5 7 3 1 18 29.83 71 45 N. W. Se 
26 3 7 Tits, 1 22 29.74 69 68 E. 03 
27 2 2 10 4 1 19 29.86 68 55. 8. E. ie 
28 Aah oes 10 1 1 19 29.78 77 69 N. W. aM 
29 4 i) 12 2 1 20 29.70 75 69. S.E ces 
so | 6 | 21 8 | 2] 4 | a8 || 20.84:] ve, | 58.0) ewrena nn 
pe He bai iy) I 60 32 | 529 29.93 66 70 N. W. 3.94 
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The mean temperature for June was 66° ; the highest, 98°, 
being on the 29th, and the lowest 49°, on the 2d, 3d and 
20th. The mean max. temperature was 75°.1, and the min. 
56°.8, the daily range being 18°.3. Theprevailing direction 
of the wind was north-west. As will be noticed, there was 
an increase of mortality from zymotic diseases, and a corre- 
sponding decrease of that from local causes. The former 
class had increased to 17.20 per cent., of which cholera in- 
fantum, diarrhcea, and typhoid fever made 46.16 per cent. 
The deaths from diseases of the nervous system make 33.94, 
and those from diseases of the respiratory organs, 32.12 per 
cent. of all the deaths from local causes. ‘There were ten 
clear days during the month, and a rain-fall of 3.94 inches, 
nearly a third of which fell on the 6th. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
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TABLE XXIII. MORTALITY IN JULY. 
DISEASES — CAUSES. 

€)83i4|)88) 2). || E. 
5 Pir ae ete es o  , Bc d eat S$ mage 
a ew ose | Ae) Bioe Ar 
1 1 4 7 2 1 | 15 |! 30.04 
NG 6 7 1 2 | 16 || 30.08 
3 7 a 8 1 2 | 19 || 29.95 
AB ia S11 1 1 | 17 || 20.95 
5 4 3 6 4|.. | a7 Il 29,94 
6 4 ONS Ve Ra 2 | 16 || $80.15 
7 Bo ain oe ata 2|.. | 12 || 29.94 
8 3 D 4 1 1 | u || 29.96 
9 7 6 5 1 2 | 21 || 29.89 
10 6 6 9 nee ee 23 || 20.95 
1 5 5 5 5 | .. | 20 || 29.99 
12 2 4 gs | ..2| 2 | 16 || 30.18 
13 2 5 Be ae fap eta a oenns 
ats Pee ana) <e ee 14 || 30.11 
15 8 Acels bD D1 ES Bro) odio aa 
16 6 Gi 29 2 2 | 25 || 29.80 
17 3 4 7 3 3 | 20 || 29.99 
18 6 4 8 1 1 | 20 || 30.16 
19 8 re aa 5 3 | 26 || 30.21 
20 5 2) 3 lecar | teeatcos 
21 6 3 Ti Baer 1 | 15 || 29.97 
22 9 6 6 1 |... | 22 |! 80.08 
23 | 14 9 | 10 1 1 | 35 || 30.08 
24 | 14 1 5 4g 98 | goo 
25 | 14 4 5 3 2 | 28 || 30.15 
26 | 19 2 5 1 1 | 28 || 30.10 
oy | 18 2 ee ee 2 | 26 |! 29,96 
23 | 15 5 od eae Gene Pen eae bien 
29 | 22 7 5 8 | .. 4-87. |) xee.89 
30 | 15 7 4 3.1 Siler 20 Ghiee0 
81 |< 16 4 6 2 5 | 32 || 29.86 

241 | 130 | 195 | 57 | 38 | 661 || ‘30.00 


72.2 


Wind. 
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The mean temperature of the month was 72°.2; the 
highest, 94°, on the 15th, and the lowest, 46°, on the 22d, the 
range being 48°. It will be seen that the highest tempera- 
ture of this month was 4° lower than the highest in June ; 
and that the lowest was 3° below -that of the preceding 
month. The mean. max. temperature was 82°.5, and the 
min. 629.5, with the daily range of 20°. The prevailing 
direction of the wind was south-west. The record shows a 
large increase of the mortality from the zymotic class of dis- 
eases, becoming prominent on the 23d, and increasing from 
that date. The deaths from this class make 36.46 per cent. 
of the mortality of the month. The prevailing diseases were 
typhoid fever, cholera infantum, and other diarrhceal disor- 
ders, which make about 28 per cent. of the monthly mor- 
tality. 

The deaths from tubercular diseases make 16.64 per cent. 
of the whole number during the month. There were nine- 
teen fair and clear days, and a rain-fall of 3.47 inches. 
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TABLE XXIV. MORTALITY IN AUGUST. 


DISEASES — CLASSES. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

a |2g).|S8| 2/1. | 8: | &. |) oo 
A|&8/8?| 8/88) | 28 | 68 | 4& |4e| &F [48 
Va es} Bndg 3 1 er 29.63 | 73. 67 S. W is 
2ort anto 4 6 1 1: ee8t 29.69 | 70. 68. | N. W. .09 
3 | 22 8 6 8 1c £40 29.94 | 64, 76 N. W A. 
4 8 8 6 2") isn il oe 80.114) aGr: 55 N. W. Ms 
yoy) 9 7 Suk we 40 30.11 | 65 66. | N.W. es 
6 icis 2 9 2 1 26 30.06 | 65. 75 E. 32 
7 8 2 2 hel te OW eG 30.04 | 73 71 8. ae 
8 | 18 6 6 4 2 | 86 29.83 | 69. 90. Ss 1.94 
9 | 12 5 7 2 17) |et 29.75 | 65 93. N.E 1.67 
10. c18 6 7 Mee eet all Mis 29.85 | 76 68. | N. W. 01 
LP oi9 3 5 2 Ont Bol 30.04 | 77. 66 8. E. af 

12 | 23 4 7 3 1)| 38 29.98 | 76. 68. W. tes 

13 | 18 a 9 6 Bo 281 29.93 | 70. 92. WwW. .86 
iY hes ee 2 6 4 Lees 30.05 | 60 90. N.E 19 
165i} 10 Baik 40 2 1 | 26 30.01 | 65, 76 N.E dy 

16 | 13 2 | 10 2 2 | 29 30.19 | 66 73 8. E. > 
17 | 12 7 1 4 2 | 26 30.20 | 67. 75 E eae 
18a) a 5 | 18 7 1 | 38 30.01 | 75 58. | N. W. he 
19 euro 5 5 7 1 | 30 30.18 | 68. 66 8. E. ‘ 
91 10 | 4°) “Bele fe | a4 |): orog | ley, © aye 
Pate Ree Ch 2 7 2 Peat ei: 29.90 | 70. 79 E 75 
Bo oda 1s-1erd0 2 a. hes 29.95 | 64 69. N.E. 83 
23 10g T 5 shah ea ecg Ba 30.02 | 61. 66 S.E. ah 
24 9 1 4 Arne Dag ed Soph 30.04 | 61. 69 EB. ti 
25 9 4 1 6 1] 91 30.22 | 63, 73 N. sic 
26 9 7 4 Sit or aes 30.28 | 62. 68 8. E. ae 
o | 9 | 6 | 6 | a | 12.| ot || s0ai-] “es. °) Go, ju 
28 | 15 7 if De aloe 30.13 | 65. 69 N. W. shy 
29 5 6 7 3 8 | 24 29.98 | 67. 56 S.E ee 
30 9 4 8 2 2 195 29.92 | 67. 66 N. W. ne 
31 5 6 5 3 ar ee 30.29 | 1 71.:| N.W. Ae 
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The main temperature of the month was 68°, 1° lower 
thanin July. The highest temperature was 91°, on the 11th, 
and the lowest, 51°, on the 25th, 27th, and 28th, the range 
being 40°. ‘The mean max. temperature was 77°, and the 
min. 99°.1, the daily range being 17°.9. The prevailing 
direction of the wind was north-west. There were fourteen 
clear days, and a rain-fall of 6.67 inches, 3.61 inches occur- 
ring on the 8th and 9th. The number of deaths during the 
month was 879, making 11.25 per cent. of the mortality for 
the year. ‘There was a large increase of the deaths from 
zymotic diseases, which made 45.51 per cent. of the monthly 
mortality. The deaths from cholera infantum made 69 per 
cent. of the zymotic class, and 31.40 per cent. of the whole 
number during the month. 
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TABLE XXV. MORTALITY IN SEPTEMBER. 


DISEASES — CAUSES. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
sin pest alae we ape | Bi lees =i 5 
; o |28/ qa |3¢q D 4 be ba aI es aes 
|B eel e (58/8) 8 || 38 | oo ee 
Q Se, H 1A > HH a A A py A 
1 9 3 6 3 1 22 30.00 | 68.7 | 44.2 N. W ome 
2 13 6 4 7 1 31 30.00 | 70.0 | 48 N. W. a9 
3 17 7 3 2 2 31 29.94 | 71.4 | 59.2 N. W. he 
4 10 5 11 5 3 84.{| 30.81 | 568.6 | 64.5 S.E aT” 
5 1Sitiase 6 3 1 30 30.382 | 62.4 | 712 8 a6 
6 2 8 4 2 1 27 30.06 | 74.1 | 82.5 8. W ral 
7 10 3 3 7 2 25 29.96 | 66.2 | 66 N. W. BA 
8 12 7 8 3 30 30.03 | 66.8 | 63. N As 
9 20 5 5 3 2 35 30.11% |- 64,2 Saas N : 
10 7 3 8 3 1 22 29.89 | 75.6 | 65. 8 ate 
1 10 4 8 3 2 27 29.92 | 75 56, N es 
12 8 5 4 1 4 22 30.19 | 62.8 10.7 E : 
13 3 3 6 6 1 19 30.383 | 59.6 | 75.2 S.E ae 
14 8 4 3 1 9 vere d8 30.29 | 63.8 79 Ss. W. ma! 
15 7 3 Seid te 3 21 80.15. | 68.2 7 | a78a 8. Ww. ee 
16 16 3 6 Oe (a 27 30.16 | 69.2 86.5 N. W. ne 
aye 7 2 5 4 1 19 30.29 | 61.9 | 94.5 N.E 01 
18 9 6 6 3 2 26 30.82 | 59.6 | 97 N.E 60 
19 ie 2 10 ie (ok 27 30.25 | 58.9 | 95.5 E 15 
20 12 3 7 2 1 25 80.02 | 61.9 | 97.5 E. .06 
21 6 1 5 2 1 15 30.08 | 59.8 | 67.2 N. W 08 
22 iz 6 4 1 Scere ete 80.23 | 54.5 | 69.5 E oes 
23 9 6 6 vl 23 30.21 | 60.0 75 8.E B44 
24 5 7 5 aes ae 22 80.26 | 61.2 79.7 E cae 
25 11 9 4 Bah as 29 80.16 | 67.2 78.2 Ww. re 
26 12 4 TERS ay Wi Nase i 30.12 | 62.0 | 91.2 E. es 
27 9 d 7 1 1 18 30.06 | 56.7 | 98 E. 01 
28 3 6 3 Cy ora hg al 29.80 | 60.2 | 892] NE 01 ) 
29 8 6 9 28). wae eh ae 29.52 | 60.7 | 97.0 E 1.07 
30 | 10 3 5 6 Lie aan 29.48 | 56.7 | 7421] N.W. .06 
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The mean temperature of the month was 79°.5, the range 
being 43°.5 from 90° on the 10th, to 46°.5 on the 22d. The 
mean. max. temperature was 71°.9, the min. 56°.6, the 
daily range being 15°.3. The prevailing direction of the 
wind was east. There were 2.05 inches of rain, and eleven 
clear days. The deaths during the month make 9.45 per 
cent. of the whole mortality of the year. The mortality 
from zymotic diseases (of which cholera infantum make 57.60 
per cent) make 40.65 per cent. of the the monthly mortality, 
although there was a decrease in this class of 5 per cent. 
from the preceding month. 
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TABLE XXVI. MORTALITY IN OCTOBER. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


a a am a a 
jt] 6Se) ee & 
oo | =8 |2e) seas 
£8 | 4" | 44] GF | ae 
29.82 | 52.5 | 65 Be Ws.) wie 
29.75 | 55.4 | 84. g AA 
30.07 | 53:0 |'eb. Pe eye ey eee 
30.26 | 48.5 | 66. | N.W. | «s 
30.24 | 61.4: | Yor ianew. cee 
30.26 | 52.5 | 73. E. Me, 
30.36 | 59.0 | 75. E eo 
30.11 | 56.0 | 85 E 02 
29.84 | 59.0 | 7. | N.W 32 
29.71 | 58.2 | 95 9 37 
29.79 | 56.8 | 69. 9g. W. 02 
29.98 | 52.5 | 62 NSWoHe ye 
30.17 | 43.8 | 62 NeWeies 
30.21 | 43.8 | 70 N. Wie if aus 
30.24 | 49.8 | 62 | N. Ww. : 
30.08 | 56.0 | 50. Ww Te 
29.81 | 58.9 | 66. BW. eae 
29.55 | 51.5 | 6. | N.W. 10 
29,81 | 42.9 | 6. | N.w. |... 
30.02 | 54.0 | 52 Ne Wises 
30.38 | 525 | 71. le W. 02 
30.30 | 55.5 | 48 Ww. iu. 
30.47 | 52.5 | 65 E. re 
30.49 | 51.2 | 80 E. ge 
30.36 | 56.7 | 79. W. es 
30.17 | 56.7 | 81. Ww Me 
29.90 | 60.2 | 76. | 8. W. 04 
29.89 | 56.2 | 70. | N.W. | .- 
29.87 | 59.0 .| 77. 8. W Ae 
29.84 | 56.2 | 66. | N.W. 06 
29.87 | 44.7 | 64. N. W. a 
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The mean temperature of the month was 53°.4; the 
highest, 70°.5, on the 17th, and the lowest, 35°.5, on the 
14th. The mean max. temperature was 62°, and the min. 
44°.5, the daily range being 17°.5. The prevailing direction 
of the wind was north-west. There were ten clear days, - 
and a rain-fall of 1.39 inches. The deaths during the month 
make nearly 8 per cent. of the yearly mortality. 

The deaths from zymotic diseases make 26 per cent. ot 
the deaths during the month. The deaths from typhoid fever 
make 20.37 per cent. of all the deaths from the zymotic 
class. Deaths from tubercular diseases make 20.70 per cent. 
of the whole number during the month. The mortality from 
diseases of the nervous system make 11.56 per cent. of the 
_ monthly mortality, and 36.18 per cent. of the local class. 
The deaths from diseases of the respiratory organs make 
25.63 per cent. of all the deaths from local causes. 
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TABLE XXVIII. MORTALITY IN NOVEMBER. 


DISEASES — CLASSES. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
8 a aS bo 3 
Seal es] a] i] 8. 2. 
6 | .}8#| 8 |/a88#|2)8 | 68 | 689 16") ae fae 
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The mean temperature for the month was 41°.5; the 
highest temperature, 64°, occurring on the 6th, and the 
lowest, 17°, on the 30th, the range being 47°. The mean 
max. temperature was 49°.8, and the min. 33°.6, the daily 
range being 16°.2. The prevailing direction of the wind 
was north-west. The number of clear days was seventeen, 
and there was a rain-fall of 2.85 inches. The percentage of 
the mortality for the month was 7.73, a little below the per- 
centage of the preceding month. The deaths from diseases 
of the local class make 39.74 per cent. of the monthly mor- 
tality. Of this class, the deaths from diseases of the 
nervous system make 25.42 per cent., and those of the 
respiratory organs 42.92 per cent. The deaths from tuber- 
cular diseases made 24.83 per cent. of the monthly mor- 
tality. 7 
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TABLE XXVUI. MORTALITY. IN DECEMBER, 


DISEASES — CLASSES. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
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9 2 4 7 4 ASE: 29.98 | 35.2 | 63 WwW ae 
10 5 4 | 11 6 74 ey ines 30.26 | 35.0 | 55 NONWa ete 
11 4 3 9 Bah tee nad 30.04 | 34.7 | 63. N. W. .02 
12 4 Ta aed tel eae 2 | 24 30.24 | 25.2 | 66. NEW: 
gw 136 | 6. |« 7 114 |}: 8 1496,-|\ 30.18 4n1g0.y ee Ww. ol 
14 | 23 6 7 4 1 | 21 29.88" 793.7 87 N. Al 
15 4 4 i Sh eee ake 30.34 | 387.7 | 67 N. Wikies 
16 5 ae A 5 Saas 30.28 | 25.0 | 64. N. W. las 
17 3 5 | 10 T pre es woe 29.70 | 37.2 | 65. WwW 01 
18 6 7 9 BS pie eT 29.77 | 26.7 | 56 Me Wiis 
19 "hag Wis tie 1 B30 29.92 | 39.2 | 54. N.W. brs 
20 7 4 | 12 TG pee he 29.92 | 32.7 | 86. Ww. +50 
21 4 7 gs | 2 Gs eT 30.08 | 25.0 | 63 N.E 02 
22 5 5 ON aed aie Beek 22 29.99 | 383.5 | 86. 8. E. ‘13 
23 6 1 8 ee ete 17 29.97 | 87.0 | 80. N. W. 02 
24 4 rN ae Be 1 2 | 22 29.174 | 35.7 | 88 N. W. .20 
25 4 6 | 12 1 2 | 26 30.20 | 31.2 | 62 NW eee 
26 5 2 8 ee iene Dt 30.13 | 36.7 | 77. 8. W. Sid 
27 4 Beiss0 |, 84) -se 1.28 30.14 | 39.7 | 72, a “rh 
Bn 47) 648 5 4 eet 29.83 | 46.2 | 96 Ww 26 
29 5 6 7 Oss, 20 29.91 | 36.5 | 55, N. W. 02 
30 4 5 8 2 etal 30.24 | 20.7 | 56 NY Wiel aoe 
31 8 6 | 10 Way BP 25 30.59 | 38.2 | 58 N. Woes 
136 | 165 | 274 | 86 | 23 | 684 30.07 | 381.9 | 71 N. W. 2.14 
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The mean temperature for the month was 31°.9; the 
monthly range being 61°, between 59° on the 8d, and 2° 
below zero on the 15th and 3lst. The mean max. tempera- 
ture was 40°.5, and the min. 22°.3, the daily range being 
_ 18°.2. The prevailing direction of the wind was north-west. 
There were six clear days, and a rain-fall of 2.14 inches. 
There was an increase of the mortality from zymotic diseases, 
principally from scarlatina and diphtheria, and a_ slight 
increase of deaths from diseases of the local class, of which 
diseases of the respiratory organs predominate, making over 
47 per cent. of that class, and 18.86 per cent. of the total of 
the month. ‘The deaths from tubercular diseases make 20.61 
per cent. of the monthly mortality, which is in the ratio of 
one death to five from all other causes. 
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The following table exhibits the conditions of the weather 
in each quarter, together with the percentage of the mortality 
during each of the same periods : — 


No. No. No. +. | Per cent- 
of clear | of cloudy | of rainy Reger Ea age of 

Days. Days. Days. : * | Deaths. 
Uat/Quarberinn slab site. tis 14 44 37 9.33 | N. W. 23.11 
PEW RG She Aaa ee 31 38 32 11.36 N.W. 23.27 
3d oe ch Oni Bey Boma e 44 29 30 12.19 N. W. 29.16 
ACT re iM ie Sete g) sa) 33 31 26 6.38 N.W. 24.46 
Wotalspie/ js! sae is: « leks 2) 122 142 125 39.26 N. W 100.00 


The following table shows the number of times the wind 
blew from the different points of the compass during the 
four seasons of the past year. Three observations were 
taken each day, at 7 A. M., and 2 and 9 P. M.:— 


N. |N.W.| Ww. | 8. W.] 8 A. Bo: | eae | N.E. | Calm. 
Spring...| 9 102 44 2 | 11 19 38 | 18 6 
Summer. .| 16 80 25 33 | 18 41 35 | 24 4 
Autumn. . 42 69 32 29 22 10 39 20 10 
Winter...| 21 85 69 2 | 20 8 15] ag 12 
Totals. 04), 1/88 886, (E0170 Sh ented aaa 78 197 |\{] a9 32 


It will be seen that the prevailing wind was N. W., not 
only in each quarter, but during the year. The number of 
clear days and the number of rainy days were nearly equal. 
The number of rainy days was smaller during the third 
quarter than in either of the two preceding ones, although 
the quantity of rain that fell during that period was consider- 
ably larger than in any other quarter. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


Ciry Reeistrar’s Orrice, April 29, 1875. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CITY REGISTRAR OF 
THE BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, IN 
miei ty OF BOSTON, FOR THE YEAR ‘13875. 


To the Honorable City Council: -— 


In submitting to the City Council the customary detailed 
report of the births, marriages and deaths in the City of Bos- 
ton, it will not be improper for me to allude to the delay 
which has been thought to have occurred in its appearance. 

The ordinance relating to the City Registrar requires him 
to report to the City Council, annually, the number of births, 
matriages, intentions of marriage, and the number of deaths, 
recorded during the preceding year, accompanied with such 
suggestions and information in relation thereto as he may 
deem useful. The statistics referred to have always been 
communicated to the City Council at the precise time indi- — 
cated in the ordinance, leaving the usual detailed report, 
containing the suggestions which the Registrar may have 
thought useful, to follow as soon as time would allow him to 
prepare it. In two instances —1866 and 1867 — the report 
was not submitted to the City Council until the month of 
August. 

Prior to the existence of the Board of Health it appeared 
to be expected of the City Registrar that he would offer such 
‘suggestions concerning the health of the city as he might 
deem worthy of consideration, on the ground, doubtless, that 
there was no other officer in possession of the facts that 
would enable him to perform that very desirable service. 
The establishment of the Board of Health, however, to whom 
is properly confided all that relates to the sanitary affairs of 
the city, and the publication in their reports of the mortality 
statistics of the city, seemed to render a duplicate report by 
the City Registrar superfluous. 

Except in stating the number of deaths, and designating 
the localities where they occurred, it is far from being evi- 
dent that the ordinary mortality reports are of any practical 
benefit, so far as the sanitary service of the city is concerned. 


CG 
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The prevalence of small-pox and like maladies is met by 
special laws, and is subject to specific regulations, wholly 
independent of any assistance that might be offered by these 
reports. The most that can be claimed for this and similar — 
mortality documents is, that they contain statistics of impor- 
tance, collected for preservation. To that extent they sub- 
serve a useful purpose. But as the facts exhibited in one 
year are not essentially different from those that are presented 
in every other year, it is easy to see that the circle of knowl- 
edge’is not enlarged to any appreciable extent by the 
frequent repetitions. So far as the statistics contained in 
mortality reports are capable of being applied to sanitary 
matters, the report of one year is equally applicable to any 
other year. The means employed for the preservation of the 
public health are not dependent on or suggested by statistical 
exhibits. These last may reveal the existence of disease, and 
where it. prevails; but the most elaborate and complicated 
array of figures suggests or furnishes no means to counteract 
or remove it. 

In the foregoing I have had in view the fact that the State 
Registration Report annually contains the condensed returns 
from every town in the Commonwealth, which are always 
available for every necessary purpose. A consideration of 
this circumstance, as well as of the others I have named, led 
me to hesitate in the preparation of this report. 


Brrtus In 1875. 


The number of births registered during the year was. 
11,020, a decrease of 697 from the number recorded in the 
preceding year, or 5.95 per cent. The increase of the mor- 
tality of 1875 over that of 1874 was 14.67 per cent. The 
sexes were 5,641 males, and 5,379 females, showing an 
excess of males over females of 262. The ratio of births to 
population was 1 in 31.02. In the preceding year the 
ratio was 1 in 28.27. In a healthy community — morally 
and physically — a birth-rate of 1 in 30 may be regarded as 
a fair one; and whenever that creditable proportion is seen, 
the community in which it takes place may claim some 
credit for the result. The following statement exhibits the 
birth-rate in each of the last five census years. Those years 
are named because the population in each period is accu- 
rately determined : — 


1855. 1860, 1865. 1870. 1875. 


Lin 27.28 14in 30.18 .1in 35.91 1 in 30.83 Sine 
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The low rate observed in 1865 will be accounted for by 


the recent civil war. The following table shows the excess 


of births over the deaths in each of the last twenty years :— 


Years. | Births. | Deaths. eae Years. | Births. | Deaths. Hees O48 
1856. ...| 5,960 4,253 1,707 || 1866: ...| 5,587 4,379 1,178 
BST hieel «|. 6,920 3,958 1,062.41) 1807.2 hue. «ne 8.914 4°421 1,493 
162. . | 6.666 3,840 1326 ||1868....| 7,400 5,519 1,881 
Sapoydy.'. |) 6,907 3.738 2299 || 1869. ...| 73428 5,523 1,905 
ics. |. . |. 6,898 4,390 1,503 || 1870. ...| 8,126 6,098 2028 
Meu. At 5.817 3.965 1.852001 | 1871 Ly Me be 8.559 5,888 | 2671 
1562... .| 8,348 4,120 1293 || 1872. ..:| 97312 8'090 1/322 
1863....| 5,276 4.699 577 || 1873... | 9,732 7,869 1/863 
Se Les) .6,356 5,111 one l| 874. cole sly 14,717 7.812 3/943 
Senn ely: 5,355 47541 814 |] 1875... .| 113020 8,958 2062 


The small excess of births in the years 1863, 1864 
and 1865, indicates undoubtedly the disturbances growing 
out of the civil war. The total number of births during the 
period named in the table was 141,318, making a yearly 
average of 7,065.9 births. The whole number of deaths 
during the same period was 107,172, a yearly average of 
5,358.6 deaths, and showing an annual average excess of 
births of 1,710.8, or 34,216 for the whole period. The 
agoregate number of all who died under one year of age 
during the same time was 26,558, making a yearly average 
of 1,827.9 deaths, or 24.78 per cent. of all the decedents. 


TABLE I. BIRTHS IN 1875.—PARENTAGE. 


Number of 


Bieha. Per cent. 

Both parents born in the United States ...... 5 Or 8 2,946 26.73 
4: ss Bitola 5 6 2 0s 6 06 0 0 + 0) onc 196 1.78 

ee ble DIIMOlATIC wl <)« «1s 6 0) 6 6 sie «6 3,451 31.32 

ss . Sempcotiand : .. .. Soo Soa o oe 66 .60 

‘ is Smeaebritish America . 2...) . 6 6.6 « 465 4,22 
4g eran Germany and N. Europe. .« .. . « 518 4.70 

‘A a «in other foreign countries ....... 1,130 10.25 
Father native-born, mother foreign .....-e+s+-eee 730 6.62 
s¢ foreign, mother native-born. ...+e.e+seeee 1,038 9.42 

a native-born, mother unknown ....6.see-eee-s 4 04 
“f unknown, mother native-born .....+-eee-. 136 1.23 

ig foreign, mother unknown. ....+.+-.+e-eees 3 03 

re unknown, mother foreign-born. ......s-+.e-. 283 2.57 
TmPALEDTH UNKNOWN 2. 0s ce ts et te hw oe ee 54 49 
SCREM ies s 6 5 4c ee 8 8 saw Bled Bichoniokes c 11,020 100.00 


If the parentage of the children, as given in the above 
table, be divided into native and foreign, according to the 
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nativity of the fathers, dividing equally those recorded as 

“unknown,” it will be seen that 7,104 (64.46 per cent. of — 
the whole number) had foreign-born fathers. The number 

of children whose parents were both native-born was 2,946, 

26.73 per cent. of the whole number. The number of 

instances in which there were native-born - mothers was 

4,151, 37.67 per cent. of all the mothers. The number of 

children whose parents were both born in Ireland was 3,451, 

31.32 per cent. of the whole number, or 48.58 per cent. of 

all who had foreign-born fathers. 

The number of colored children born (including black 
and mulatto) was 145, 40 less than were recorded in the 
preceding year. One twin-birth is included in the number. 
It will be observed that while among the whites the male 
births exceed the female (in 1875 by 262), the record 
shows that among the Colored births the females frequently 
exceed the males. In the preceding year the excess was- 
16; in 1868, 11; in 1867, 1866, 1862, and 1859, there was 
an excess of 1, 4, 1, and 6 in those years respectively. 
The births of colored children were in the ratio of 1 in 
84.25 of the colored population, which is 4,967. The 
births of white children were in the ratio of 1 in 30.98 of 
the white population. 

The number of births in each quarter is seen in the 
following : — 


1IsT QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 3D QUARTER. 4TH QUARTER. 
January .4 2... 81) | April... SLO ci Sanliyteneeaesrone 952 | October... . 941 
February . FCREY WIPES Ge od 6 843 | August ... .1,021 | November. .. 908 
Marehie sts ce’. 1 O20 | eh WMC: ter ele wher 927 | September .. 975 | December. . . 1,004 

Total's %» ©.» 2,689') “Total®. ..).-2,580'| | Total’ -. 27. ..2,948) | eLovaliememnnemne 2,853 


The excess of births over the deaths in the first quarter 
was 449; in the second, 671; in the third, 268; and in the 
fourth, 674. 

The percentages of the births and of the deaths in the 
several quarters are seen in the following : — 


1sT QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 38D QUARTER. 4TH QUARTER. 
Births. . 23.95 per ct. 23.41 per cent. 26.75 per cent. 25.89 per cent. 
Deaths. . 24.45 ‘° 21.31 ek 29.92 ee 24.382 = $6 


——— 
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The following table shows the percentages of the births in 
the several wards compared with the percentages of the 
population in the same localities : — 


dg Sa S qd 64 6 
2 ce 3 S 3 ; 
hs ae : ere |: = £3 : me 
WARDs.| 3 ie! a 3.4 WARDs.| 3 35 a og 
a HQ ma Ht Qi & Q = Are 
jo) oo — O ee {o) oo = CD coer 
Ay Py Ay isa) Ay FQ a 04 Ay ~Q Ay AQ 
daa 29,847 8.58 923 8.38 12. 30,200 8.83 1,006 9.13 
hai « 23,865 6.98 979 8.89 13 10,534 3.08 374 3.39 
Seis 14,501 4,24 560 5.08 14 16,363 4.78 431. 3.91 
ae. 9,472 2.77 187 1.70 15 23,532 6.88 1,046 9.49 
5. a8 7,618 2.23 198 1.80 16 15,788 4.62 693 6.29 
re Be 14,707 4.30 267 2.42 17 11,783 3.44 353 3.20 
ae oes $1,101 9.10 1,319 11.97 UO tg 6,200 1.81 210 1.91 
Sietistets | Lisoov 3.32 253 2.30 20 10,111 2.96 295 2.67 
OS -| 16,811 4,92 381 3.46 Diliees 11,589 3.39 373 3.38 
10. Ser Keierasec) 4.90 AIT 3.78 22 11,856 3.47 339 3.08 
ree 18,463 5.40 416 Stl io a 6 seis ute aie cena 


oe aa 100.00 | 11,020 |} 100.00 


The characteristics of the population of several of the 
wards will be readily recalled by those who are familiar with 
those localities. The percentage of the population in Ward 
1 (Kast Boston) is nearly the same as the percentage of the 
births there is of all the births. The condition in Ward 2 
(North End) is very different. Although that ward con- 
tains only 6.98 per cent. of the entire population, no less 
than 8.89 per cent. of all the births occurred there. In 
Wards 3, 7, 12 and 15, with populations of a similar char- 
acter, a like preponderance of births is seen. A contrary 
and very marked condition is seen in Wards 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 
10 and 11, in each of which localities the ratio of births falls 
below that of the population in those wards. 


TABLE II. TWIN-BIRTHS — PARENTAGE. 


Male 
Both | Both and | Totals. 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. ‘ 
males. |females. farnaic. 


Both parents born in the United States ........ 10 7 6 23 
ss BS Remit) AUN LAING 5.1%. «ete alge Sie sists ani 2 1 2 5 
Re 23 SSMELTLVLTCIANIG? 5 44%. oleic! folaede fel tauel 6 8 9 15 32 
ES ee PEMA SCOLATIC «5 (6 » boise, oaks paeitech a hye yk 1 1 
sg ef “in British America. . ss). sie « 6 1 ats 2 3 
pe he Seria Germanys «| ee 2 sau eute sient Exe af 3 i 4 
se vg «¢* in other foreign places .°. 2... » 3 aie 3 6 

Matemmoatwe, mother foreign. .. « «+ 6 0 mts i 2 il 4 
5 Seep ree NATIVE. . (¢ Jeis ce cs efigiig seh sie 1 2 iH 4 
“s unknown, * CR aa 0, PERE 08 YS) i ih Ce 1 A aC apte 1 
& Ad SSN EOL CISTI (a tie) 'c)) vias (tats agate ie! as i 1 

28 24 32 84 
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The foregoing table shows that there were 84 instances of 


plural births, an increase of five over the number recorded © 


in the preceding year. In addition to the above, there was 
one instance of triplets —two males and one female — of 
British-American parents. The ratio of plural to single 
births was 1 in 128.65. Of the whole number, 67 per cent. 
were children of foreign-born fathers; and 37.65 per cent. 
were of Irish nativity. 

The daily average of living births was 30.19; including 
the still-births, the average would be 31.67. 


TABLE III. STILL-BIRTHS. 


Males. | Females. Males. | Females. 

iy EVAR A? 5 G) 1G WoNcee Dan. £0 26 20 DUly 7. cues) omen eee 30 16 
IEDIMALY ten (ols “s felne ve 39 17 August: oes eueuieemte 24 16 
ENRON cG ape alone (A! & 34 16 September 1.45). eens 32 19 
PATON enters to's folie. ye. ie cs 28 18 October cus. cttentnemte 14 15 
IDA Vermeteeseth en siisiie! eure). j 30 25 November {ror oi. meme 25 15 
JNO: eo orth ear Gre 23 21 December. 19 19 
324 217 


The number of still-births was 101 less than were reported 
in the preceding year, or a decrease of 15.73 per cent. As 
the decrease of living births was only 5.95 per cent., it is 
evident that a large portion of these cases which have hereto- 
fore been reported in this office have been buried without 
being registered. According to the above table, the ratio of 
still-births to children born alive was 1 in 20.37. Including 
the still-births, the ratio of births will be 1 in 29.57 of the 
population. , Of these cases, six were twin-births. The 
parentage of the still-born children is as follows: Native, 
175; Irish, 194; English, 19; Scotch, 9; British American, 
44; German, 27; other foreign, 7; unknown, 66. The 
males exceeded the females by 107. 

It is not improper to say here that the method of collecting 
births in Boston is by house to house visitation. An experi- 
ence of twenty-seven years with this system has demonstrated 
it to be the only one that can ensure accuracy and fulness in 
large cities. The same firm (Messrs. Sampson, Davenport 
& Co.) have been employed in this work during the whole 
period named, thereby acquiring an efficiency not possible 
with those of less experience. . 

It is conceded, by the recording officers of New York and 
Philadelphia, that their system of voluntary registration is 
faulty ; and that the one in use in Boston and Providence is 
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the only one that seems to be successful. It would be diffi- 
cult to point out where the method employed here fails in any 
respect, or in what particular it can be improved. The 
number of births recorded each year shows, of itself, the 
completeness of the canvass; and an examination of the 
record will demonstrate the accuracy with which all the work 
has been performed. 


MARRIAGES IN 1875. 


The number of marriages during the year. was 3,416, —a 
decrease of 633 compared with the preceding year, — being 
in the ratio of one marriage to each 50.05 of the population. 
The following table will show a very marked contrast 


between the last two and the preceding eight vears : — 


YEARS. 1866 (1867 1868/1869) 1870/1871 |1872|1873 18 74|1875 


Ratios... .. .» | 1-in 34.31 | 34.19 | 32.03 | 30.18 | 35.87 | 34.30 | 34.56 | 35.61 | 40.89 | 50.05 


The number of marriages in each quarter is seen in the 
following table : — 


1sT QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 3D QUARTER. 4TH QUARTER. 
PetMarvetses er oo0 | ADpYil>.. . . + PEIN AUIS Bey GAS AKO N VOXGMN a6 eo 312 
HMebruary -.. .200 | May ...... 299 | August... . .223 | November. .. .383 
Marcie estoo) JUNC. . . . - . 320 | September. . .338 | December. -. . 198 
FE OLALGs | s| «) 5.2 (50 ERGUS eh sh siisue U2a0|hen OtALm en om irstes 818 A otalerem aire ants 893 


- The daily average number of marriages was 9.36. In the 
preceding year the daily average was 11.10. 
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TABLE IV. MARRIAGES. —BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


ai ‘ Eh 

BIRTHPLACES OF GROO : 3 | he 

F GROOMS. E g's|. | 3 148] 2 |B +s 

28 Dib eel S| s fis| € legis] 8 

OW ais) alah Ales @ 1 aol leek eee ) 

Bop By | Bry) ly iO Memo leat alectins eee H 

[) ws = =] fal 2 (3) wo o SS ° Oo 

Ala |/Oo |Fel/ A] am |ma|o jOAl A] w& 
IB OBtONMM .mscneh aime Moist roils te nie cieyi'e 229| 76] 93 8) 43}. . | 39 4}. .| 492) 14.40 
Other placesin State ...... 119) 215} 186; 11} 24; 4) 35) 3] 1} 548) 16.04 
Other Statestetiate telsnie sole. » ac 157| 142} 378} 16) 37 6] 86 3 6] 831} 24.33 
England and Wales ....... 15) 13) (13) 8h} 33 2} 26 2). .| 1385) 3.95 
mneland mee a pee 0 Pet ea woe 79| 26} 15} 10) 603) 1) 38) (1) 1| 774} 22.66 
Scotlandwesmacabemuee scenes Soraptslie 2) Bl) Al 2h Te SO enema 36] 1.06 
British American Provinces... . 39)" Sl 24) 9), <S8)e" (Cie Coleone 1} 259} 7.58 
Grermatiyiierydy egies 6! Ste OME a 27 9 8 Si VLG aes 13| 124 9} 208} 6.09 
Other foreign places. . ..«.... 23503) Sip ek eee 8; 6] 73) 182] 3.86 
PNG TSW hc) Gum co 10 woe SOG ola Wea 6 RT ic cote: : oils «Whee teeene 1 .03 
Tlotals.. . « «e064 + «+ « » « | 690! 519) 680) 91) 813) 9 24) S6Sie 4b Od ett omer 


Percent. . + «6 « o 6 © © © © © | 20,20] 15.19] 19.91} 2.66] 23.80] .70] 10.68] 4.25] 2.66] - - | 100.00 


The number of native-born grooms was 1872, of whom 
1546 (45.26 of all the grooms) married native-born brides. 
The native grooms make 54.80 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber. The Irish-born grooms make 22.66 per cent. of all 
the grooms; and those of them who married brides of the 
same nativity made 17.65 per cent. of the entire number of 
grooms. Only 9.54 per cent. of the native-born grooms 
married foreign-born brides; and 6.70 per cent. of those 


<) 
born in Boston married Boston-born brides. 


TABLE V. MARRIAGES.— AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. ba iS a 8 S Bs S : . 

Ww AN ise) =H pre) oo Dad a] o 

a ° 9 ° ° Q 9 3 i 

S ~ ~» - ~ ~ » a) = 

=) = a % Ss 3 3S H Ay 
Under 21 e e e e e i e e ° 12 75 5 e e e ° e . e . e 92 2.69 
1. to 25 e Meier tetleyss 67 ere ° 35 926 101 18 o aighe ee eee 1,080 31.62 
25 t0'80 . 1 6 6 os “10 18 651 394 62 3 1). « ‘| 2,129) 133.05 
SOLO AN neice elie veliene) sine A 273 263 266 15 DHPAM AE 822) 24.06 
AD FCOIO0 } omtelleitem sillon tus) ee 1 18 40 86 33 AL ela 179| 5.24 
WI AVOLOO teeta rt elrepromie: he lis, 's Noite) (ll le ie ° 3 32 41 Ol ernie ie 85) 2.49 
60 to 70 e e e e | e e e e e e e e 1 3 6 14 e e e 24 -70 
TRU OL Ir ee Gam GerontGno ce. Ge GUiG Pt ° ul PI ul 4 12 
Ovets0 20. shes 4 : eG Mere ee els Gea Gc 5 1 03 
ME GUAISt sd. Bix seats s 9 « Necte CA” TOL 1.9431? (SOR eaes' A108 26 1) 3,406} ater 
Pericentrouns emeisnisiie denenis 2:05} 56.88 ek 18.70} 2.93 76 .03} . . . |100.00 
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There were 92 grooms under 21 years’ of age, making 
2.69 per cent. of the whole number. The number of brides 
who were under the legal age (18 years) was 70, making 
2.05 per cent. of all the brides. It will be seen that the 
minor grooms exceeded the minor brides by 22. In the pre- 
ceding year there were but 70 minor grooms, the females of 
that condition amounting to 103. There were twelve in- 
stances in which both parties were minors, the same number 
that were recorded in 1874. 

An examination of the foregoing table will show several 
curious disparities in the ages of some of the parties married. 
There were 62 grooms, between 25 and 30 years of age, 
whose brides were between 30 and 40. ‘Three others, of the 
same age, married brides between 40 and 50; and still 
another, who married a wife who had passed her 50th 
year. Two other grooms, one between 30 and 40, and the 
other between 40 and 50, married brides between 50 and 60. 
There were 85 grooms between 50 and 60; 24 between 60 
and 70; 4 between 70 and 80 (one of the last married a bride 
between 60 and 70); and one groom, 85 years of age, mar- 
ried a bride of 29 years. While 91.42 per cent. of the grooms 
and 96.28 per cent. of the brides were under 40 years of 
age, 34 per cent. of the former and 58.93 of the latter were 
under 25 years. One groom of 47 married a bride of 16; 
and four others, between 30 and 35, were united to brides 
17 years of age. There were but 127 brides above 40 years 
of age, while the number of grooms above that age was 293. 
In 217 instances the brides were older than the grooms. 

There were two grooms of 18 years whose brides were 
16 and 17 years of age respectively, being the youngest 
couples married. 


TABLE VI. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 

First. Second. | Third. Totals. 

DIIREIUCIP CCT als. oc oc 6 0 6 0 els 6 es 2,687 154 6 2,847 
MRCOUGMMATTIAZG © 5 51. 6 se et tt oe 8 we 354 156 4 514 
PRIEIETINUC. sso 6c 0 to, ee 8 8 31 14 3 48 
MUUIPIREMURETIORO of5 8. oo ws ew tt ee es 2 4 agehie 6 
STM MICION OU he is 00.0 > 01,0 0 0 «01s 6 1 aeke cto 1 
Mer, gc os ww est te 8 ee 3,075 328 13 3,416 


The above table shows that 83.34 per cent. of the grooms 
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and 90 per cent. of the brides entered the matrimonial state 
for the first time. ‘There were 154 bachelors who married 
widows, and 6 who were united to brides who had been 
widowed twice previously ; 31 grooms, who had been twice 
widowed, chose spinsters as their companions; 14 others, 
widows; and three others, those who had been similarly 
afflicted. Two other grooms chose as their fourth wives 
spinsters; and, lastly, one experienced groom, who had 
been four times widowed, chose as his fifth bride one who 
had never before appeared in the matrimonial market. 

The number of marriages in which one or both of the 
parties were colored was 124, a decrease of 8 from the 
number recorded in 1874. In 91 instances, both parties 
were black; in 31, the grooms were black, and the brides 
white; in another, the groom was a mulatto and the bride 
white ; and in the last, the groom was black and the bride 
mulatto. 

Among the colored marriages there was one marriage to 
each 20 of the colored population. Among the whites, 
there was 1 to each 51.18 of the white population. 

Among the grooms the professions were represented by 
nine clergymen, eight physicians, and six lawyers. 

Of the whole number of grooms, 2,937 were residents of 
Boston; 309 of other towns in the State; and 170 belonged 
to other States. Of the brides, 3,140 were residents of 
Boston; 142 of other towns in ‘the State; and 134 were 
inhabitants of other States. | 

The number of certificates of intentions of marriage issued 
during the year was 3,988, a decrease of 703, compared with 
the number issued in the preceding year. The daily aver- 
age of certificates issued was 10.92 (in the preceding year 
the average was 12.85), and the daily average of marriages 
was 9.36. 


DEATHS IN 1875. 


Lhe whole number of deaths reported at this office during 
the year 1875 was 8,958 (4,504 males and 4,454 females), 
being an increase of 1,146, compared with the preceding 
year. This exhibits a death-rate of 26.20 in a thousand, or 
one death in each 38.17 of the entire population. Accord- 
ing to sex, the male deaths were in the ratio of one in 36.03 
of the male population, and the female deaths but one in 
40.34 of the female population. 

Lhe following table, embracing the last five census years, 
shows the death-rate during each of those periods. Those 
years are named simply because the population of each is 
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authoritatively determined, thereby avoiding any inaccuracy 
which might attend the most careful estimate. It will not 
be forgotten that the annexation of Roxbury, Dorchester, 
Charlestown, West Roxbury and Brighton to Boston 
occurred during the period named in the table. 


: 4 Deaths per Persons livin 

YEARS. Population. Deaths. 1,000" te oe teak 
SOOM pee eerste eg 162,748 4,080 25.07 39.89 
SHUR te ie 46 See ae 177,840 4,390 24.63 40.51 
WOUOMMUoMaiee ols ss 192,318 4,541 23.61 42.35 
ESTO iteriae et ay ote: ius 250,526 6,098 24.34 41.08 
ULE a & Ens Seas 341,919 8,958 26.20 36,03 


The number and percentages of deaths in each quarter are 
seen in the following : — 


———<— ees 


IsT QUARTER. | 2D QUARTER. | 8D QUARTER. | 4TH QUARTER. 


es 


No. of deaths ..... 2,190 - 1,909 2,680 25179 
Percentage. ....%.. 24.45 21.31 29.92 24,32 


The following table, showing the number of the decedents 
under 20 years of age, together with the nativity of their 
fathers, will be found of considerable interest : — 


TABLE VII. NATIVITY OF DECEDENTS UNDER TWENTY YEARS OF AGE. 


NATIVITY AGES. Per 
F a. cent. 

ATHERS.|7 qay.| 1d. to 6 m. |6 to 12 m. |1 to 5 yrs.| 5 to 10. |10 to 15.15 to 20.| Totals. 
Native .}| 48 370 231 417 148 44 63 | 1,821 |14.75 
Ireland .| 75 455 338 866 205 76 171 | 2,186 |24.40 
England 4 56 31 63 23 7 9 193 | 2.15 
Scotland 1 16 13 22 14 3 6 75 | .84 
Br.Am’ca} 14 93 57 134 34 15 21 368 | 4.11 
Germany 5 66 59 123 31 5 4 293 | 3.27 
Other for. 

places . 8 53 41 70 12 4 7 195 | 2.18 
Unknown| 8 204 16 15 1 2 10 256 | 2.86 

Totals. | 163 1,313 786 1,710 468 156 291 | 4,887 
Per cent. | 1.82 14.66 8.77 19.09 | 5.22/ 1.74] 825]... . (54.56 


It will be seen that the number of decedents under 20 years 
of age was 4,887, making no less than 54.56 per cent. of all 
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who died. In the preceding year, only 50.84 per cent. of 
the deaths were under that age. ‘The mortality among chil- — 
dren under one year in 1874, however, was considerably 
greater than in 1875, the proportion being 28.19 per cent. 
of the whole mortality of that year ;*while in 1875 it was but 
25.25 per cent. It will also be seen that 1.82 per cent. died on 
the day of their birth, and that nearly half of the whole num- 
ber had Irish-born fathers. It is also shown that 14.66 per 
cent. died between 1 day and 6 months, and 8.77 per cent. 
between 6and12months. Itthus appears that the mortality 
during the first year is much greater during the first half of 
it. Only 1.74 per cent. died between 10 and 15; while 
19.09 per cent. were between 1 and 5; and 5.22 between 5 
and 10. 

The decedents of Irish parentage make 47.20 per cent. of 
all whose nativity is stated, and 66.04 per cent. of those who 
are stated in the table to be of foreign parentage. 

Of the children under one year the males exceed the 
females by 103. Im the first three divisional periods the 
males exceed the females by 174. In the two periods 
between 5 and 15 the females exceed the males by 26. Of 
the whole number embraced in the table the males exceed 
the females by 115. 


TABLE VIII. BIRTHPLACES OF DECEDENTS OVER TWENTY YEARS 


OF AGE. 

S g 3 2 < 3 we 
g 2 8 8 g Rae 
BIRTH- g 3 g 3 g 2) ce os re 
PLACES. nt} ies 128 Pane mcm a ee ee 
= to 
M.|F.[/M./F./M./ F/M. 1 R./M.] RIM. (MipiMir] & | 2&2 
U. States .| 210] 252) 157] 130] 121] 93] 139] 91] 129] 103] 115] 1138/30/72] 1/23]1,779/19.86 
Ireland . .| 124) 188} 165] 161] 125] 158] 127] 149] 110] 127] 83] 110/24/56/12] 6|1,675|18.70 
England .| 14| 14] 16] 15] 23] 5 31 18 6} 2/1] 4). {| 1] 189] 1.5 
Scotland .j-) 4)" 11 °4)- 6] “"8l > 6° <9] 9] -al- B] Bl) 
Br. America| 28] 54] 19] 34] 21/ 15/ 12/ 8! | 3] 3] 5} ai 4i. 213| 2.38 
Germany .| 11] 7} 21| 11] 21/13} 12} 12| 10} 8] 8| 7| 4) 3].] 1] 144] 1.61 

Other for’n } 

places’... 8}, 9|. 11] 6| gl Bl ces] Vale Bl St aie 63] .70 
Unknown . Sl het esl verte 2 Olean Hl her ane 2 AL Meera he are T2se 3 
Totals. . 877 757 619 588 525 461 | 200| 44 |4,071]. . 
Percent. .| 9.79 8.45 6.91 6.56 5.86 5.15 |2.23| 491. . [45.44 


The number of decedents embraced in the above table is 
4.071, making 45.44 per cent. of all who died. Those who 
were native-born make 43.70 per cent. of all contained in the 
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table. Those born in Ireland make 41.14 per cent. In the 
first divisional period the native-born decedents exceed those 
born in Ireland by 200. In each of the four succeeding 
periods, those who were Irish-born exceed the natives by 
39, 69, 46, and 5, respectively; while in the last three 
periods the case is reversed, the natives exceeding the Irish 
in each by 35, 22, and 6 respectively. 
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The above table shows, that, of the children who died under 
1 year, the males exceeded the females by 103. In the two 
succeeding periods the males outnumber the females by 69 
in the first and 2 in the second. In each of the three fol- 
lowing periods, the females exceed the males by 28, 31, and 
73 respectively. The males again exceed the females in each 
of the four succeeding periods, making an aggregate excess 
of 123. The case is again reversed in the last three 
periods, where the females outnumber the males by 115, — 
17 in the first, 80 in the second, and 18 in the last. There 
were six decedents above one hundred years of age, all 
females. 

A summary of the facts embraced in the foregoing tables 
gives the following results, viz.: 54.56 per cent. of all 
who died were under 20 years of age; 64.35 per cent. were 
under thirty; 72.80 per cent. died before reaching the age 
of 40; 79.71 per cent. disappeared before their 50th year; 
86.27 per cent. fell short of 60 years; 92.13 per cent died 
before reaching threescore years and ten; 97.28 per cent. 
failed of becoming octogenarians ; 99.51 per cent. died before 
their 90th year; only 44 passed that age, six becoming cen- 
tenarians. 


TABLE X. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Sy 2 
fo} ° 
=| om J ro 
3 2 = 2 Public Institutions = 
2\/2| 4 2 |ig/4/ 3 2 gol ane 
Da ~ ~~ Pa ~ = ~ ara (>) 
& | 3 a 3 3) 3 & 3 s H 
o Oo o o ° o o o 
Pia eG a Fla} & A ty Le 
1 | 655) 29,347] 1 in 44.80 || 11) 309] 18,463 | 1 in59.75 ||City Hospital . . .| 288) ) 
2 | 800} 23,855) lin 29.82 || 12) 652) 30,200 | 1 in 46.32 || Mass. Gen. Hospital| 189 
8 | 441) 14,501) 1 in 82.88 || 13] 275] 10,534 | 1in 38.30 |;Carney Hospital. .| 387 
4 | 167} 9,472) 1im 56.72 || 14| 266) 16,363 | 1 in 61.51 ||Consumptive Home| 74 | 
5 | 220 7,618] 1 in 34.68 |} 15} 546] 28,582 | 1 in 43.10 ||Lunatic Asylum. .| 16 \ 
11.74 
6 | 277| 14,707) 1in 53.00 |} 16) 282) 15,788 | 1in 56.00 |/Deer Island. ...| 49 
: 262) 31,101) 1 in 32.13 || 17| 213] 11,783 | 1 in 55.32 ||Rainsford Island. .| 23 
706} §.B. |... .. || 19} 181} 6,200 | 1 in 34.25 |/St. Mary’sIn. Asy’m| 288 
8 | 244) 11,350} lin 46.51 || 20) 289) 10,111 | 1 in 42.30 ||House of Correction] 18 
9 | 275} 16,811] 1in 61.13 || 21} 260} 11,589 | 1 in 44.57 || Other places. . be Se eee, 
10 352| 16,638) 1 in 47.55 || 22) 284) 11,856 | 1 in 41.74 
7906| 341,919 1052 
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The foregoing table exhibits an increase of the mortality in 
each ward, the largest number being in Wards 1 and 2. In 
the latter ward the increase was 148, in the former (Hast 
Boston), 118. In Ward 19 (Brighton), the increase was 78. 
In Ward 10, the increase was 17; in Ward 3, 64; in Wards 
6 and 12, 55 each; in Ward 7, 47; in Ward 9, 44; in Ward 
20, 42; in Ward 17 (West Roxbury), 37; in Ward 16 
(Dorchester), 27; and in Wards 22, 21, and 20 (Charles- 
town), 90. The increase in Ward 4 was only 6, and in Ward 
15, 7. Of the tncrease in the wards, the deaths in Wards 1 
and 2 make 23.21 per cent. 

It will be remembered that the increase of deaths in 1875 
over the number reported in 1874 was 1,146. It may be in- 
teresting to notice the localities in which that increase was 
distributed. The ratio of increase in the several wards, 
according to the population of the same localities, is seen in 
the following table : — 


Ratio of increase Ratio of increase WARDS. Ratio of increase 


WARDS. to population. WARDS. to population. to population. 
gue dtciss tus s Lin 248.72 Simeee 1 in 472.92 16 te ee 1 in 336.14 
Dieiie totelts 1 in 161.18 Oe: os 1 in 382.07 16 ones 1 in 584.74 
Diielee si's: 1 in 226.58 LO pekeds 2 1 in 235.74 AT ae 1 in 318.46 
A. Peteelte, ste 1 in 1,578.66 jee aoe 1 in 659.39 10 tes 1 in 79.49 
GD. o' Genome 1 in 40.09 LONE oor 1 in 549.09 20) opts 1 in 240.74 
GO lieltebeh sis 1 in 267.40 1S eats 1 in 619.65 21 ae mette 1 in 965.75 
Tieke eto) 's 1 in 661.72 14; 2 3. 1 in 962.53 22 2 2 1 in 329.33 


It will be observed, that the greatest relative increase was 
in Ward 5, where the ratio of increase was 1 death in 40 of 
the population of that Ward. The next greatest increase was 
in Ward 19 (Brighton), where the ratio was 1 in 79.49. 
The smallest increase was in Ward 4, where the ratio was 
only 1 in 1,578 of the population of that ward. The deaths 
in the public institutions are not embraced in the foregoing 
table. 

The number of colored decedents was 159, — 83 males and 
76 females ; being a decrease of 39 from the number recorded 
in 1874. The death-rate, therefore, among the colored pop- 
ulation during the year was 32 in a thousand, or one death 
in each 31.24 of the colored population, which is 4,967. The 
colored male decedents were in the ratio of 1 in 29.62 of all 
the colored males living; and the colored females were in 
the ratio of one death in 33 of the colored females living. 

As usual the deaths among the colored people outnumber 
the births ; — the past year the excess being 14. 

The following comparative statement of the births, mar- 
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riages, and deaths among the whites and the Rie will be 


interesting : — 
Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
Population. No. living to] No. living to |No. living to 
one birth. Jone marriage.| one death, 
IGE Eo A oe ea 336,952 30.98 51.18 38.29 
WODIGECOMeMeN cl silehs ©. 0) 0, «13 + 4,967 34.25 20.08 31.24 


The conditions of the decedents are thus given: — Of the 
whole number 2,855 (31.87 per cent.) were or had been 
married at the time of death. Of the native-born males, 515 
were married, and 86 were widowers. Of the native-born 
females, 322 were married, and 240 were widows. Of the 
foreign-born males, 660 were married, and 121 were 
widowers. Of the foreign-born females, 565 were married, 
and 346 were widows. Of the whole number of males over 
20 years of age at the time of death, no less than 69 per 
cent. were or had been married. Of the females above the 
same age, 71.22 per cent. had sustained the marriage 
relation. 

The daily average of the deaths during the year was 24.54. 
The ratio of the male decedents to the male population was 1 
in 36.03; that of the female decedents to the female popula- 
tion was 1 in 40.34. 
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_ NOTES ON THE CAUSES OF DEATH. 


_ Zymotic DIsEAszs. 


The mortality from ten of the principal zymotic diseases 
(belonging to the miasmatic order), as will be seen below, 
made 28.46 per cent. of all.the deaths during the year. In 
view of the discussion now in progress regarding the present 
sanitary condition of the city, an examination of the sub- 
joined tables will prove interesting, as showing especially 
where the largest portion of the mortality from ] preventable 
causes occurred. 

Cholera Infantum. — The number of dentine reported from 
this cause was 684, — 335 males, and 349 females. This is 
an increase of five deaths compared with the preceding year. 
The yearly average per cent. of the deaths from this disease 
for the ten years ending with 1875 was 7.98. The percent- 
age during 1875 was 7.64. ‘The localities of the deaths from 
this disease are given in the following table : — 


WARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. DEATHS. 
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OO Be GLE il LG Bie Motel wert ca-oo aimee & 24 

GPEC aes 3 (al <6 » 12 Liman s site's cine ticd sr tole ce 24 

(Ghee Ae 28. i Le 20 LOM ne been coca okie eake 14 

fea 6 Ase Se 105 ZO eon Ra RON a cle re ee 18 

She dob. SOE co apeOkE eo 20 | a Moat thee eaten sia wake 17 

CIA (8 h.e5 one ee LGM pamiy ||lMee koneiNe stescorhom ode iter ve Richens 20 
UP oo) GR tee 19 pee Institutions . 4 
LA 6.6) Sco RCH ABOIS Eo 18 ee 
TAS GO aby 40) Ann TT TWOCHER daltwoetctie Cieketee 684 


Of the deaths in Ward 7, 82 occurred in that part of the 
ward which lies in South Boston. No less than 45 per cent. 
of the mortality from this cause occurred in Wards 1 (East 
Boston), 2, 7and 12. It will be seen that in Wards 7 and 
12, with an aggregate population of 61,301, 26.61 per cent. 
of the deaths from this cause took place, which was in the 
ratio of one death in 336.82 of the population of those wards. 
On the other hand, in Wards 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 and 11, with an 
ageregate population of 95,159, only 16.96 per cent. of the 
deaths occurred, being in the ratio of one death in 820.34 of 
the population of those wards. 

Cholera-morbus. —The number of deaths thus reported 
was 31, making .35 per cent. of the whole number. The 
yearly average for ten years was .d1 per cent. The highest 
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rate was in 1866, when the deaths from this cause made 
1.385 per cent. of the whole number of that year. The 
deaths in the several wards are given in the following 
table : — . 


WARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. DEATHS. 

Ldetpet' eas tec ve be Ue ue sete se Ppt | PERA RAIA A 5) 2 
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HeeMeWion stich elitet el beuemiel s 2 16) Fe) hs) oe see eis aoe 2 
Gr anci cies wa Ne Meietier etre (us 3 WSEPrUTe NSS hg 6 ee 
(PS) Ke FECA ee. AN oars 4 19 ‘i ccei lel «eee Meakennemnenney a 
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Totaly icc vito nema 81 


It will be seen that no deaths from this cause were re- 
ported in Wards 1, 4, 9, 11, 17, 20 and 22. Two deaths in 
Ward 7 occurred in South Boston. 

Croup. — The number of deaths thus reported was 214, 
an increase of 155 over the number recorded in 1874, and 
making 2.39 per cent. of the whole mortality. The yearly 
average for ten years was 1.53 per cent. The mortality 
from diphtheria and croup made over 7 per cent. of all the 
deaths. 


W ARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. DEATHS. 
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Of the 27 deaths in Ward 7, 22 were in the South Bos- 
ton part of the ward. Thus it appears that 23.83 per cent. 
of the mortality from this disease was in that portion of the 
city. No less than 51.87 percent. of the deaths occurred in 
Wards 2, 7, 12 and 15, being in the ratio of one death in each 
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979.17 of the population of those wards. There were only 
two deaths in Dorchester, and two in W. Roxbury. In Wards 
4, 5 and 6 there were only 19 deaths, or one in 1,674 of the 
‘population of those wards. In Wards 8, 9, 10 and 11, 
embracing territories contiguous to each other, the ratio of 
deaths was one in 3,168 of the population of those wards. 
East Boston (Ward 1) escapes with 7 deaths, while thé 
three wards of Charlestown have 28, or one death in 1,198 
of the population. | 

Diurrhea.— The number of deaths thus reported was 
205, — 115 males, and 90 females, — an increase of 31 com- 
pared with the preceding year. The mortality from this 
cause made 2.29 per cent. of all the deaths. The yearly 
average for ten years was 2.11 per cent. The distribution 
‘according to the wards and several public institutions is 
seen in the following : — 


WARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. DEATHS. 
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Of the 27 deaths in Ward 7, 23 were in South Boston, 
which, with the 9 in Ward 12, made 15.61 per cent. of the 
deaths from this cause. Wards 1, 3, 5 and 15 furnished 
25.36 per cent. of the victims to this disease. 

Diphtheria. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
420, an increase of 358 compared with the preceding year, 
making 4.69 per cent. of the whole mortality. The annual 
average for ten years was 1.20 per cent. The mortality 


from this disease — more than one-half occurring in, the last 


three months of the year—prevailed to a greater extent 
among females than among the males, 225 of the former and 
195 of the latter having died from it. The distribution of 
the deaths is seen in the following table : — 
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WARDS DEATHS. WARDS DEATHS 
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The mortality from this disease seemed to have been 
diffused throughout the city, although Wards 4, 5, 8, 13, 
14, 16 and 17 appear to have been more favored than other 
localities, Ward 5 having nearly escaped altogether. South 
Boston furnished 20.95 per cent. of the victims, 31 deaths 
occurring in the South Boston portion of Ward 7, and 57 in 
Ward 12. The disease was very prevalent in Wards 1 
(East Boston) and 2.. In Ward 1 the ratio of deaths from 
diphtheria was one in 638 of the population of that ward; in 
Ward 2 it was one in 518.6; in Ward 4 it was one in 1,052.44 ; 
in Ward 7 it was one in 797.46; in Ward 12, one in 529.82 ; 
in Ward 15, one in 1,307.33; and in the three wards of 
Charlestown, one in 745.7. 

Dysentery. — There were 97 deaths reported from this 
cause, — 45 males, and 52 females, — an increase of 41 on the 
preceding year, and making 1.08 per cent. of all the deaths. 
The yearly average for ten years was 1.37 per cent. The 
following are the localities where the deaths occurred : — 


WARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. DEATHS. 
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Das fetid detlee det ier te” Sess 4 LS by set Cale! be Ke ea Me ae” 
Oodle Merde ce ete tetae eed state 3 Fe ee WME ts Gey Gime) co 3 
Abe Parte ke bene madis ae bel abe 1 LOE Me, GS bel ree ee ee 6 
Sintec sates he Vekrebietic te: (esse ily LO is dedliecse! cole. Set ene 5 
Oe we Bicnre tet ieh eatctne te Mowe the 6 AWERPHRP RY IAT AR EP 5 8. 1 
ae Mictleuindicu 6 ace uncuh bis dace! 6 tie 10 AG ee see bras naeeheuh rea Ae 
Sie retete fe teen a Metouce nee 5) QO tay ty. ee tah ae gra cue 1 
OS icutehis Bal toe ede cated oi ie 3 2s ave che ie of te tinae ate 3 
LOvowers teow + Giclees aiken 2 22 isa. ote va) eter eae eaten are 
Sey 1p OG asics OaGbO oMe 5 Hospitals, <i. f. slis) » eum 4 
Total 6... ol arco eee oT 


Seven of the ten deaths in Ward 7 were in South Boston. 
These, with the nine deaths in Ward 12, make 16.49 per cent. 
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of the mortality from that cause in that portion of the city. 

‘The largest number of deaths in any ward was in Ward 5. 

There were but 13 deaths’ in Roxbury, 5 in Dorchester, 
Lin West Roxbury, 4 in Charlestown, and none in Brighton ; 
44.33 per cent. of the deaths from this cause occurred in 
Wards 1, 5, 7 and 12. 

Scarlatina. —'The number of deaths from this malady was 
555, — 303 males, and 252 females, — showing the large in- 
crease of 286 deaths compared with the preceding year. The 
mortality from this cause made 6.20 of the deaths from all 
causes. The yearly average for ten years was 4.33 per cent. 
The mortality was distributed as follows : — 


- WARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. DEATHS. 

Ub, bc. OOP ORCL ORCC HES 69 ASiteiced vaca etek ee cht 26 
DARA en ie? ois Fetes a -« 43 EA sero Nela tne eye Batata te 7 
Si aietnaeihe! aia he’ ls) «je re 23 gS CAP aa. ame tOeClcs Do aon 59 
Coan td 6 Oto Site 4 TOW reli ells ke mceretkotie: dent's 6 
BS SUG En te SPO ROE em 5 TTD ome circ ieltn be cl¥are 14 
GiicielictelicielisGiece..« 6 s 18 Ana catecal curs str een eho tr. 41 
ay DOA, Sle ae 45 DAUD? Dee Age Bitte dee sre tei! te Ae at 
eens Re | nile ous! s. - 9 = OG One re: 6 Eel Ane 15 
late ietietivits 6 ‘ea ot a.45 “ abi NE DONNER ett, a eee rae ta. Me 29 
A ps eee 45 City Hospital Rus mele Sire cwis 1 
MGeemcMate siis) eee: <= 6 24 St. Mary’s Inf. Asylum. . 6 
SOPUERE MNS sce bite ois le 38 

‘Fotalivige dob. on'spsaihe Ras 555 


Wards 4, 5, 8, 14 and 16 furnish only 5.59 per cent. of 
the victims of this disease. Of the 45 deaths in Ward 7, 40 
were in South Boston. The disease was especially virulent 
in Wards 1, 2; 7, 10, 15, 19 (Brighton) and 12, in which 
61.26 per cent. of the mortality from this cause occurred. 
9.91 per cent. of the deaths took place in the three Charles- 
town wards. 

Typhoid Fever. —'The number of deaths from this disease 
was 231, — an increase of 28 compared with the preceding 
year. ‘The mortality from this cause made 2.58 per cent. of 
the entire mortality of the year. The yearly average for ten 
years was 2.59 per cent. It will be interesting to notice the 
localities where this disease appeared, and to “what extent it 
prevailed, in view of the prominence given to the subject of 
sewerage at the present time. Typhoid fever is generally 
regarded as incident to, if not propagated, by defective drain- 
age. An eminent sanitarian of a neighboring city in a 
recent report states that his observation of the disease in his, 
city does not fully justify the common belief on the subject. 
The position occupied by this gentleman entitles his view 
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to attention. The deaths in each ward are given in the 
following table : — 


SSS Se eee 


WARDS. DEATHS. WARDS. * DEATHS. 


ee RS SIG a oon Geo ae 25 13) os voce. ns ste ene ntenee 9 
Dae BAe Jomthe cy Ghats Beis 15 14 oi ss se ho nee amenae 10 
Bip Gao. .G Hid A mo Soo 6 16 nice es oe sihs so Sete 24 
Asso yc shies Loe el tieg (airs 1 1G si. 6 (eves: so home mememre 4 
Dd. 0-5, OG ooo ai oea ke 4 Wetec on tet: oe Soc % sue 
Bo oeose on poe o ac df 19 ©... cule peheias Lome Menem 3 
tho obé Bidmako or ie) ble 29 ere i> ce 3 
Sig. G5 GON oe & Bom 4 RRO Qo ae PG oo 6 4 
2) op Gvonde OOaaLo a. a. Bes 7 VPM OA th A oy Ft 8 
Deo ots Gy Gece Oba Ounce er 6 City Hospital. . ss secs 17 
IDL Gg gy 6G, fo. 0S oO aoe 10 Mass. Hospital@ia2 a-ncmeme 9 
Wes 56 605 oS 6. 8-d Go 22 : Other Institutions .... 4 

Total ysl.’ (e Rethe tits ene 231 


It will be seen that 49.78 per cent. of the deaths from this 
cause occurred in Wards 1, 2, 7, 12 and 15, which is in the 
ratio of one death in each 120 of the population of those 
wards. On the other hand, the ratio of deaths in Wards 3, 
4, 5 and 6, comprising contiguous localities, was one death 
in each 2,572.11 of the population of those wards. In four 
other wards, contiguous to each other, 8, 9, 10 and 11, the 
ratio was one death in each 2,347 of the population of those 
wards. In the three Roxbury Wards, 13, 14, 15, and that 
of Dorchester, the ratio was one death in each 1,408.87 of 
the population of those localities. There was not a death re- 
ported from this cause in West Roxbury (Ward 17), and 
but three in Ward 19 (Brighton). In Charlestown (Wards 
20, 21 and 22) the ratio was one in 1,237. Of ‘the 29 deaths 
in Ward 7, 24 were in South Boston, making the whole num- 
ber in that portion of the city to be 46, or 19.91 per cent. of 
the whole number. 

Measles. —'The number of deaths thus reported was 70, an 
increase of 29 compared with 1874. ‘There were no deaths 


in Wards 5, 6, 9 and 17, and but twoin Charlestown. 24.86 


per cent. of the deaths from this disease occurred in Ward 2. 
The deaths from this cause make .78 per cent. of the whole 
mortality, and exhibiting an annual average of .57 per 
cent. 

Meningitis, Cerebro-spinal. — There were 41 deaths thus 
reported, an increase of six over the number of the preceding 
year, making .46 per cent. of the whole mortality. The | 
yearly average for ten years was .49 per cent. Wards 8 and 
13 were exempt from any deaths from this disease. There ° 
were 6 deaths in East Bostonand 7 in Ward 2. There were 
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4 deaths in Dorchester, 3 each in Wards 6, 15 and 19; 4 in. 
Charlestown, 2 in Ward 4, and one each in Wards 38, 5, 7, 
Peet 44 and 17. 

The foregoing tables and summary embrace 2,548 deaths 
from the ten principal zymotic diseases. The percentages of 
these deaths in each of the wards are recapitulated in the fol- 
lowing table. The deaths in the several aoep a (3.88 per 
cent. of the whole number) are omitted: 


Per cent. of Per cent. of Per cent. of Per cent. of 
Warps Population. Deaths. WARDS. Population. Deaths. 
nM Ave ear ats 8.58 . 9.81 LZ Peren care 8.83 9.77 
DERE ete ois 6,98 9.38 Ore Tee vos 3.08 aya 
Shondas toms 4,24 4.32 Lat cars 4.78 Dats: 
Ap atteie,. « 21T 1.45 Vp ice ees 6.88 7.97 
Disk ek ctiey 2.93 2.59 NGyearatre teu 4.62 2.75 
Chas pees 4.30 3.38 ny CRS oo hae 3.44 1.96 
Thhen ee lees 9.10 11.58 ALO iem ley cae 1,81 8.81 
Siatctier e's 3.02 2.24 20st, aware 2.96 2.90 
baa ¢. 4.92 2.71 Die! at eu ss 3.39 2.86 
UDA 5 “ 4.90 4.08 PARE PRES He te 3.47 8.02 
11 5 5.40 AO 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


Consumption. — The number of deaths reported from this 
disease was 1,357 (637 males, and 720 females), an increase 
of 24 over the number recorded in 1874, and making 15.15 
per cent. of all the deaths. In 1874 the mortality from con- 
sumption made 17.06 per cent. of all the deaths of that year. 
Those instances which were reported as tuberculosis and 
hemoptysis are embraced in the number. The ages of the 
decedents from this disease, with the percentage of deaths 
during each divisional period of life, are given in the fol- 
lowing. table : — 


Ages Shc Under 1j1to5 s\s to 10/10 to 15/15 to 20/20 to 30/30 to 40/40 to 50/50 to 60|/Over 60 


Deaths. 37 49 14 26 111 493 312 151 123 111 


Per cent.| 2.73 3.61 1.038 1.91 8.18 31.17 22.99 11.13 9.07 8.18 


Of those who died during the first two periods, the males 
exceed the females by one in each. In the succeeding 
period there died two more males than females. In the 
third, between 15 and 20, the females exceed the males 
by 89; and in the fourth by 41. In the period between 30 
and 40 the males again lead the females by 4. In the fol- 
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lowing period the case is again reversed, the females leading 
the males by 17. Finally, in the last two periods the males 
again lead, by 21 in the first and 5 in the last. 954.16 per 
cent. of the decedents were between 20 and 40 years of age, 
and 28.37 per cent. over the last-named age. ‘The birth- 
places of those who died of consumption are seen in the fol- 


lowing table : — 


BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.}| Per ct. BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.| Per ct. 
United States . . . 2 ss 536 39.50 Germany and N. Europe . 29 2.14 
Ur Cland Meetacaistksteivehi >) 6) 494 36.40 Other foreign places ... 20 1.47 
England and Wales... . 31 2.29 || British America 2s. = cuume 84 6.19 
Scotland weememcmells siti. « alg .81 || Children of foreign parents.| 152 11.20 


It will be seen that the foreign-born decedents, and the 
children of foreign parentage, make 60.50 per cent. of all 
who died from consumption. ‘The ratio of deaths from this 
disease to the mortality in each ward from all causes is given 
in the following table. The deaths in the several hospitals 
and public institutions, amounting to 189, are not included 
in the statement : — 


; S 'S ; ; 3 
a | 88 = g | #8 5 
j Bo lees (eee S$ | fa | 
WARDS. A o 8a WARDS. Qa mn & 2s 
fo oe ° 2 oH cae ro) Y 
@ 2a ye [as eect +2 @ (=) 
~ =| 6 ~ Coa ~~ 
iS VO Co ° ie) 3 
a AO ci a AO 0S 
Ge HEE Beat 655 99 1 in 6.616 W2is Pee sees 652 82 lin 7.951 
PRES tee Bo 800 126 1 in 6.349 IB tive Leta 275 37 lin 7.432 
Ovoicn ohsais 441 94 1 in 4.692 LA ees atte aed 266 38 lin 7.000 
7 ie EA Ss 167 25 1 in 6.68 Lbroehiseautkote 546 66 lin 8.2738 
Oe aie ate ous 220 32 1 in 6.875 16) boron sae 282 42 lin 6.714 
Giimate sieaitl tt re 277 30 1 in 9.2338 LUE Rare alee 213 29 lin 7:345 
Te Marloes hee 968 180 1 in 7.446 TOV eae tourette 181 14 1 in 12.929 
SEAS Renita ah 244 31 a vical AV Galan d 239 40 
Oia diiette ss ae 275 389 1 in 7.051 VALS WG Ao al 6 200 ¢ a0 ¢ lin 5.475 
LOM een cuteiren 352 65 lin 5.415 22 eaters eee 284 43 
Tlifemesne ss hs utes 809 46 lin 6.717 


It will be observed that the ratio of deaths from con-— 
sumption to those from all other diseases, in any ward, was 
highest in Ward 38, where there was one death in 4.692. 
The ratio was lowest in Ward 19 (Brighton), where it was 
one in 12.929. Taking the three Roxbury wards together 
(Wards 13, 14 and 15) the ratio was one in 7.709. In the 
three Charlestown wards it was one in 5.475. In Ward 6 
the ratio was small, where it was one in 9.233. In Ward 15 
the ratio was only one in 8.273, although the ratio of the 


, so 
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general mortality there was large. In Wards 8, 9, 10 and 
11, embracing territories contiguous to each other, and pos- 
sessing similar topographical features, and occupied largely 
by a native population, the ratio was one in 6,519. 

Hydrocephalus and Tubercular Meningitis. — The num- 
ber of deaths thus reported was 178, an increase of 27. 
compared with the preceding year, and making 1.99 per 
cent. of the whole mortality. The yearly average for ten 
years was 2.33 per cent. 

Cancer. — The number of instances thus designated was 
156, — 53 males, and 103 females, — an increase of 16, and 
making 1.74 of the whole mortality. The annual mortality 
for ten years was 1.73 per cent. The sex and age of each 
person who died from this cause, and the localities of the 
disease, except in fifteen instances, are given in the fol- 
lowing table : — 


TABLE XII. DEATHS FROM CANCER, AGES OF DECEDENTS, AND 
LOCALITIES OF THE DISEASE. 


Ages Ages Ages Ages 

Ee —— Se | 
Males. Stomach, ......)) 47 || breast. i «-. |) 00 || Stomach... 5) 70 
he 58 “6 e es e e 40h ve e ° e 58 
IATA Co eaten. | 066 & 58 fom rek on suleoOd ||) Uterusinckerts 37 
Bowel .44) s,s), « 52 66 5 es ced oie 67 O Nisan || Leu 
Re » te Bore be aaa 6 79 eo nee meso O25) SOP See oe aS 
ss A a aes 43 ¢¢ 31 ss Aan tan 39 Oy ah tees 56 
Chingnss ei e ts 76 “ 70 OG AS oh inran 80 os ae cues 48 
IRAGCOM on seen:s, .« 63 Ks “ye Ae 58 Ob wis urare 53 OG TERsERoiLe 58 
Ne ° ° ° ° e 49 66 e e e 68 66 e e ° e 70 os e e e e 36 
Seca Go uw) inroat.. ..| 47 || Eyev« . o«+| 87 SS tama eonc es canard 
Sintra iO2: |i Not stated .. | 51 | Jaw .. - 2 83 “6 Ja ee (Fr OO 
aieeeenctsy ||. 08 we ete [UNO Tes LDCR aN eee ofr st OO $6. We ease ehlmKo u 
Jaw ee e e s ° 40 se 57 UG s e s e e 69 66 ° J e e 4T 
Kidney | 45 —||Lip...... 90 Cy sk cree et KOO 
eo ene one) 20 || Total. males 5S ali LAVER oie. ole 53 se aie cette) NSO 
Seat AA id te 56 aRReS Ce oeeee 22 6s eeee 60 
Lip and throat | 72 CCUbaEe oy Yeltsin, Fel (EMeO CC crvok omen | MROU, 
Pivots... ss | 69 SSRs cert eetent = OU es Sion ROG 
Carters «6 | OL Females. fe Re, Oxenee 58 ss a hebiead ee OU 
s¢ ° ° . ° ° 62 < Bi i: STR € 55 ce e es e . 44 
an see, c6o. || bladder and SCOUUNATS War stoi Oo ce ee a eho Minos 
Do SPE ee 2 Uterus ...: 4 | 64 So Kee cheek al ahOo Ge stiber eke | moO 
mess 44 || Bowels. .. « So We eOuth rc ect ahs 28 es + once eds 
a eee ae 63 ae AP akset 56 IN'GCK cpiem setts 40 ae Grn o 52 
Lungs. ° ° e 57 se e ° e e 42, Ovaries ° s ° 47 sc e ° ° ° 34 
ECE sess 50 ae SD 76 oe AS 44 Ue cukelretae 49 
Neg sees. «| S4 Sey cute) OOM ERNCrCAS . eo | Oo ee MMe uuey |v til 
& = ee 63 Se a wret's 60 Rectum ... 50 “e PAC 46 
Hvectum. ... .| 68 || Breast ....| 48 s - «| 651]| Notgiven ..] 66 
“ ce eee ie SO ecrt cc OD AES tomachy tense. 67 zs Ad! ai? 
Us aio oJ. 63 cs sibeuketre 48 ss eh ke 62 oe aie 37 
sé ° . . ° 45 S$ . ° . . 35 “c . ° e 65 se e ° 59 
4 ° . 54 ae 5 emer 38 aa 5 5 66 — as mae 61 
66 * . . ie os ° s . 44 Se . . . 54 66 ° e 84 
ss cep LOL se ~ 80 es onuded| ».68 $s shia eee 
Stomach .. 52 eo as ty ke | a8) a owes | 48 coe monet 
“66 . ° 63 s¢ . ° . . 56 6¢ . ° e 59 ¢¢ ° ° 50 
oh os 62 se apie of 54 cf autos 37 oe cme 56 
sf . . ° 70 &6 . . ° . 62 6“ e ° . 47 «6 ° . 86 
= 8 56 é Ms UE pee es 45 te of @ 56 oe Care 45 
3 ee 50 sé ° a ee AT $6 oe 42 ee 
as ber 79 SMe sae] OS «cc e «| 41 || Total females. | 103 
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Marasmus and Tabes Mesenterica.—The number of 
deaths thus reported was 356, an increase of 27, making 
3.97 of all who died. 


LocaL DISEASES. 


Apoplexy and Paralysis. — There were 154 deaths from 
the first-named cause, and 101 from the last named, — an 
increase of 14, making 2.85 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. 

Brain, Diseases of. — The number of deaths reported 
from affections of the brain was 339,—a decrease of 20, 
making 3.78 per cent. of all the deaths. The annual aver- 
age for ten years was 4.98 per cent, Of the entire number, 
45 were reported as congestion; 32 as inflammation; and 


262 as disease of the brain. Most of the latter were 


reported as meningitis. 
Heart, Disease c of. — The number of deaths thus reported 


was 322, —six less than were recorded in the preceding — 


year, and making 3.59 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Bronchitis. — There were 259 deaths from this cause, an 
increase of 30, making 2.89 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. The annual average for ten years was 2.71 per cent. 

Pneumonia. —'The number of deaths reported from this 
cause was 632, an increase of 61 compared with the 
preceding year, the percentage being 7.06, slightly below 
that of 1874. The annual average for ten years was 6.33 
per cent. ‘The deaths from pneumonia, with those reported 
from congestion of the lungs, make 8.29 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. 

Enteritis. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
(2, — a decrease of 19. If those reported from peritonitis be 
added to the preceding (58) the deaths from both causes 
will make 1.45 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Gastritis. — There were 58 deaths from this cause; an 
increase of 18, — 22 males, and 23 females. 

Liver, Disease of. —The number of deaths from this dis- 
ease was 79, —an increase of 22. 

Nephria (Brights Disease). —There were 92 deaths 
from this cause, —a decrease of 11 compared with the pre- 
ceding year. The mortality from this disease, with that 
from “nephritis, and that reported from “disease of the 
kidneys,” made 1.41 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Tumors. —'There were 39 deaths reported from these 
causes, localized as follows: Ovarian, 15; of the bowels, 8; 
neck, 4; pelvis, 2; stomach, arm, throat, brain, neues leg, 
ribs, el 1 each ; and’ 2, the seat not given. 
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DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


Premature Birth.— There were 124 deaths thus re- 
ported, which, with 140 instances of infantile debility, make 
2.95 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Malformations. — There were 51 instances of this class, 
the exact number recorded in the preceding year. Of this 
number, 36 were reported as cyanosis (18 males and 18 
females), 10 as spina bifida (5 males and 5 females), and 5 
other malformations (3 males and 2 females). 

Puerperal Diseases. —'The number of deaths from dis- 
eases incident to childbirth was 120, an increase of 13 over 
the number of the preceding year. As 840 of the female 
decedents were married at the time of death, it will be per- 
ceived that 1 in 7 died from causes of this character. 
The cases, as reported by the attending physician, together 
with the ages of the decedents, are given in the following 


table : — 

P AGES. 17 to 20/20 to 25/25 to 30/30 to 35/35 to 40/40 to 48 
POOTILOINP EEN) Gee dichotic) ose a 2 6 1 1 AL ire 
Co IaESTOUSe isis) ¢ 5645 ef elle es 2 6 6 ole 1 3 4 one tke 
DRetrinta sy 8 es bo Re te le 4. 6. 19 By 2s 4 
MO UIISMEETGUNGT INIA, al pe Fs ko 6 436 eo a Sor Wa On 2y ra 
Post-partem Hemorrhage ...... Ane 3 as ain poe 
IEGUINONIVISMeeNSeos ay 4s 6 6 5 eo oe 1, 11 138 il 8 
Phiegmatia Dolens. s+ ss s+ 2 3 es sits atte 1 ‘oe 

. Puerperal Septicemia ........ 1 sac 1 1 
PAMPCKLAPENGOVIAL 4 she cone e's) «6 6 ail cae aes spires 1 whe 
Rupture of Uterus . 1.66 .seee. ake rs il Soc wre oe 
IOUCIVOMUNG NGI be 6 5 2 6's ee we 1 1 5 6 1 5 

INGEERSMRECES sh chs 6 lee © 6s 0 7 22 36 29 15 11 


Old Age.— The number of deaths thus reported was 

257, — 84 males and 173 females, — an increase of 34 over 

' the number of the preceding year. It will be seen that the 

females outnumber the males by more than two to one. 

The deaths from old age made 2.87 of the entire mortality ; 
in the year preceding, the percentage was 2.85. 


VIOLENT DEATHS. 


Accidents. —'The number of deaths from casualties of all 
kinds was 300, an increase of 37 over the number reported 
in 1874. The mortality: from this class of causes makes 
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3.35 of the deaths from all causes. For the last ten or 
twelve years there has hardly been any variation in the 
percentages of deaths from accidental causes. ‘The annual 
average for ten years was 3.50 per cent. The nature of 
each accident is seen in the following table : — 


Poisoned by chloroform . 


ss doorsteps . 
laudanum. . 


se «6 load of hay . 


No No. 

DLO WMEC We feitemepietts ollel a) 6) 546 ule 41 Run over by horse-cars. « : 
On ae aa 5.06 5a Oey oe 34 Exposure and neglect . . . 
IDUPNCU Mss ts verter se! fo 6 6 eh es es 33 Sunstroke .....ses-e : 
Fell down stairs. .....eeese 10 Starvation . </. sje) ss . 

4 from job oom) Gg Gig ee o aes 10 Suffocated ... . s « « & - 

66 stagings . . 2. 2 «6 2 3 Suffocatedin vault... . ° 

sc 6 windows... eifeusurs Lead poisoning. ....- 


Conte aA LOTT oie si site ae gelseminum . 
so") S) railroad car oye ie ss morphine. . 
se not specified 


S 


Inhalation of illuminating gas 
Fracture of thigh-bone. . 


cos horse-car s ¢ 
66 666) ~=mast-head. . 


*¢ through scuttle. 


Struck by iron crank ...... 
Swallowed iron screw 


* on vessel’s deck. . « 
Sar tromuw lations: «n« 
Fall of building from explosion 

bank of earth ..... 

SE CLEVATON eres le is 

See rallrOAdeCAaY ure \s is us 


6) 6 6: <0 Me? 6" 6. "C6 Wee ere) ester ian. 6 


ss aS trap-door Aan se thigh andarm . . 

COP ALOMIUILLEE cu eursine (61s) 0) oh ce skull... «se 
$6 ge chair e e e e e . e a leg . e e e e e . e e 
“Sin building 2)... «6. « oe ankle. neuen = nome 
Wo OTR KG! Ge) hige Ganc = ; Choked — meat in wind-pipe . . 
‘¢ into vessels’ holds. . . Ke foreign body in trachea 


Geers. én 6 


Kicked by horse .. . 3 ah 
Caught in machinery. . 
Gunshots .....e.+.-s 


S @_ @” €5 Ge pte 46 Je ae Sh Oe 6) 6 6s) Se Clie. te ane. 6 


Struck by board ... 

ss pale of hay .. Killed in saw-mill .. 
Cocerrick.”.) s+!» 
sSeChiMNeY! «kes 
SCDALTCL cite a atc 
sé coal bucket. . 
‘6 piece of timber 

Explosion of fireworks . 


Killed by shaft of grain elevato 
Drank spirits of turpentine. 


ee. 8 | 0a" 
Ne tcc ae wie 


Killed in prize-fight 
Crushed by gate 
Injuries of leg . 


. spine 


S200) OF Ot OOS pe © Ou 8 S'S) 6 =e, 8 “Ke, (6) © 04 6. 8S oo ome 6 e688 
Sp Cae .6) 6 6. 6 6. ©: 67.6" © (6) 0 @: -@> 6 


= illuminating gas & hand 
ee kerosene lamps - foot. . 
Thrown from vehicles . Crushed by pile- driver 


SI CALGCU MA ial liters aieine 
Injured.at birth .... 


Killed by blasting rocks 
Frost-bite . . «++. «s 
Falls, not specified... 
Accidents, not specified 


Overlaid ... 
Run over by vehicles 


DOOM eS ee DO OO Re ROH HEE OO DH ROOD Ee eR OO Co RD 


ARRWNMWONRH HHH HHH ORD DDD WOH EE eee ete oO 


pare 6, 6.'S.- a (8 “Ce 1-8 eo 8 6 @ © 
oe et © © @ we © © © 
Pe geek = lonie"agel ons antes 


Total. cc ene someldouleieire wenREnS 300 


Suicides. — There were 45 deaths thus reported, — 39 
males and 6 females, — an increase of 20 over the number of 
the preceding year. The means employed in self-destruc- 
tion are seen in the following : — | 


-3| By laudanum ..2/| By Prussic acid. .1 
~3 |. ** morphine. . .2'| ‘ Parisiereeinware 
-2| * rat-poison ..1j| ‘* drowning ...1 


By shooting. . ..13] Byopium.... 
Se DAangiNe) sys sue soul se strychnine . 
** cutting throat . 8} ‘* chloroform 


Homicides. —'There were 11 instances of murder, two 
less than occurred in the preceding year. 


Se 
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The percentages of the mortality from the several classes 
and orders of diseases, as given in the foregoing table, are 
expressed in the following : — 


ZYMOTIC DISEASES. Per ct. Per ct. LOCAL DISEASES. Per ct. Per ct 
Miasmatic, 31.20 Of Generative Organs, 25 
Enthetic, -20 * Organs of Locomotion, .20 
Dietic, OT ‘¢ Integumentary system, .22 —— 31.81 
Parasitic, .02 —— 31.79 
DEVELOPMENTAL DIs- 
CONSTITUTIONAL DIs- : EASES. 
EASES. Of Children, 3.86 
Diathetic, 2.60 ‘* Women, aul 
Tubercular, 21.838 —— 238.93 Aes 2.90 
‘¢ Nutrition, 232— 8.19 
LocAL DISEASES. 
Of Nervous system, 9.00 VIOLENCE. 
** Circulatory system, 3.76 Accident or Neglect, 3.35 
** Respiratory ‘ 12 10 Suicide, o250 
‘* Digestive se 4.30 Homicide, 14 


* Urinary oe 1.98 Otherwise, .29—— 4,28 


—_— — 


It will be seen that the deaths from zymotic diseases 
(31.79 per cent. of all the deaths), greatly exceeded the 
mortality from the same class in 1874, when they made 
24.30 per cent. of all the deaths in that year. 


HEALTH OF Boston.* 


Much interest has been felt for two or three years’ con- 
cerning the sanitary condition of the city. The subject has 


* An article on the ‘Health of Boston,” by Dr. F. E. Oliver, in the last report of 
the Massachusetts State Board of Health, demands some notice here. The article con- 
tains two objectionable statements : one by Dr. Oliver himself, and the other by the 
‘‘editor,” whoever he maybe. ‘The last statement is contained in a foot-note appended 
to the article. Dr. O. says: ‘‘The somewhat confused state of the registration 
department, arising from contemplated changes in the mode and management of the 
mortality registration, has made it a little difficult to obtain an accurate estimate of the 
mortality of Boston for the past year. As the only returns for the whole year are 
- those of the Registrar, these have been adopted, although not entirely accurate, the 
number of deaths registered by him for the last seven months of the year, falling 
considerably short of that contained in the tables of the City Board of Health.” 
Whatever may be the changes contemplated in the ‘‘mode and management of the 
mortality registration,” up to the present time there has been no change; the 
methods and management are the same as they have been for the last twenty-seven 
years, when they were first adopted. And as the duties of registration are plain, and 
have been diligently performed during the whole of that period, it is not apparent how 
any confusion could arise in performing them. Statute law clearly specifies every item 
that is to be entered on the records, and names the officer to whom and by whom the 
return is to be made and entered. If a ‘considerable number of deaths during the 
last seven months of the past year” do not appear on the Registrar’s records (of which 
fact I was first apprised by Dr. Oliver himself, and which is no doubt true), it is not 
owing to any confusion existing in the Registrar’s department, but to the fact that 
the deaths were not reported to him at all. As it is obviously impossible for the Reg- 
istrar always to be aware when a death is not reported to him, it is equally apparent 


that neither he nor his department is responsible for the failure when this is not done. - 


Dr. Oliver is well aware of the cause of the omissions from the records; and if it was 
necessary for him to speak of the matter at all, it would not have lessened the force of 


City R&GISTRAR’S REPORT. 3y. 


received such general notice by the press, that the whole 
community have become more or less familiar with it. Asa 
result of this discussion, the opinion has become well-nigh 
universal, that if Boston is not the most unhealthy of north- - 
ern cities, it certainly deserves the bad pre-eminence of being 
enrolled among the worst. Is this opinion correct? Is it 
justified by existing facts? Does the published death-rate 
warrant such a conviction in the public mind? 

It is the belief of some that the condition of the public 
health can be ascertained with greater certainty by learning 
the number of the sick than by a knowledge of the death 
rate. There are insuperable obstacles in “the way of ob- 
taining the desired knowledge by this method, one of which 
is, that while there may be some physicians (especially those 
of large practice) who might not be unwilling to have it 


ren) 
known how extensive their practice is, there are others, with 


not less professional skill, who would be averse to have 
their patients “stand up and be counted.” 


his article if he had so stated the case as not to make the Registrar responsible for 
the defects, even by implication. 

The second statement objected to is of a different character from the former, and is 
prompted by a different motive. It is in these words: ‘ It was found, however, that 
the records of the City Registrar did not contain information of sufficient exactness to 
make it advisable to publish a report founded upon the returns.” The foregoing con- 
tains two untruths: one direct, the other implied. As the records of the City Regis- 
trar do contain every item prescribed by law, except in instances where it was utterly 
impossible to obtain them (as in the cases of old people, unknown persons, etc.), it 
required some hardihood, as well as indifference to one’s reputation for truthfulness, to 
pen such a statement. It is not true, therefore, that the records lack exactness. 
Secondly, it is farther said: ‘‘ It was found,” ete. This phrase implies that an exami- 
nation took place concerning the matters on which the positive assertion of inexactness 
is predicated. No such examination of the records has been made; therefore its result 
has not been “found,” as ‘‘editor” affirms. 

For the information of those who are unacquainted with certain provisions of the 
registration law of this State I would say, that clerks of towns and registrars of cities 
are required to furnish to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, annually, copies of all 
the births, marriages and deaths that occurred in their respective towns during the 
preceding year. These duplicate returns furnish the materials used in the preparation 
of the State Registration Report; and, as none are better qualified to judge of the 
completeness and accuracy of these materials than those whose business it is to digest 
and arrange them for the purpose stated, the following is subjoined. It will speak 
for itself: — 


‘¢ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
os SECRETARY’ s Orrice, Boston, Aug. 1, 1875. 
“N. A. Apotuonio, Esq.: — 

‘¢ Dear Sir, —I am happy to state that your returns of births, marriages and deaths, 
made annually to this office, in your official capacity as the Registrar of this city, have 
been highly creditable to yourself, and to the city and State, and unsurpassed in fulness 
and accuracy, as well as in neatness and elegance of execution, by the returns of any 
other city or town, and equalled by very few. 

‘‘ Yours respectfully, 
“OLIVER WARNER, Secretary.” 


I should not have noticed the statements to which I have alluded were it not for the 
false impressions they were likely to leave on the minds of registration officers through- 
out the country. With many of these officers I have been in the constant interchange 
of civilities for many years, and it is not too much to say, that they have regarded the 

_ records of this city as reliable and worthy of confidence as those of any other city. I 
therefore felt unwilling that any other impression should exist, or admit by my silence 
that there is the slightest ground for the objectionable statements I have commented on. 
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In the second place, the information that would come from 
“irregulars” of every stripe and complexion, who outnumber 
perhaps all the others, would be rejected at the outset, on 
the ground that it came from those who were outside of any 
“healthy” medical organization. ‘This rejection, under the 
circumstances, would not be unexpected; but it would be 
fatal to any attempt to accomplish the desired purpose. 

Another difficulty, and not the least one, exists in the fact, 
that there are a large number of people who are, or fancy 
they are, sick, but who eschew practitioners of all descriptions, 
regular and irregular. These people administer their own 
pills and syrups, and live and die by. them, as the case may 
be, and the causes of their death remain as unknown as the 
whereabouts of the lost ten tribes. These considerations 
alone, if there were no others, would be conclusive as to the 
non-success of any effort in this direction. 

On the other hand, although the ascertainment of the 
death-rate does not absolutely determine the real condition 
of the public health, it nevertheless practically answers the 
purpose. One reason why it may not accurately reveal the 
normal sanitary condition of the city is, that the general 
mortality may be swollen to an unusual extent by the prev- 
alence of diseases owing their existence to local causes not 
altogether dependent on hygienic measures. <A similar con- 
dition may be created by the presence of small-pox, scar- 
latina, and other zymotic diseases; in such instances, the 
causes being temporary, the death-rate falls with their 
disappearance. 

It should also be understood that there is no arbitrary 
death-rate ; the proper and only one that deserves consider- 
ation is that which has been adopted after a due comparison 
of the rate of one year with those of other years; at the 
same time taking into the account the effects of climate, 
density of population, and other local characteristics, all of 
which have an important influence on the health of the 
community. 

The following table, exhibiting the death-rate in each of 
the last twenty years, is subjoined. The populations of 
1860, ’65, ’70 and ’75 are given according to the censuses 
of those years; in each of the other years the population is 
estimated : — 


- 
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Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths 
‘Years. | er 1,000|| ¥°"8: [per 1,000|| "8: |per 1,000|| © "8: [per 1,000|| © °"8- | per 1,000 


1856 26.0 1860 24.7 1864 27.0 1868 24.0 1872 30.5 
1857 23.6 1861 22.0 1865 23.6 1869 23.4 1873 30.2 
1858 |. 22.5 1862 22.4 1866 22.4 1870 24.3 1874 23.5 
1859 21.4 1863 25.2 1867 23.3 1871 23.5 1875 26.2 


It will be remembered that Roxbury and Dorchester were 
annexed to Boston in 1870, and Charlestown, Brighton and 
West Roxbury in 1874. The annual average death-rate for 
the twenty years, as given in the above table, was 24.4 in a 
thousand. In view of the fact that sanitary matters in 
Boston have always been carefully and wisely attended to, 
and never more so, perhaps, than at the present time, the 
average death-rate, as given above, cannot be regarded as 
excessive. The high rates of 1872, 1873 and 1875 were 
undoubtedly owing to exceptional causes before alluded to, 
and should not be regarded as indicating an ill condition of 
the public health. When these causes disappear, as before 
remarked, the deaths likewise diminish in number. 

In all that has been said and written on the subject, little 
that is definite has been expressed as to what is a proper 
death-rate, for the good and sufficient reason that there is no 
gauge by which to measure it. Every expression has been 
but the notion of the individual uttering it, and is worth 
just as much, and no more, as any one may choose to value it. 

An article recently appeared in one of the daily papers 
which illustrates this point. The writer, in remarking on 
the sanitary condition of Boston, declared his belief that if 
certain great measures now contemplated for the improve- 
ment of the public health were fully carried out, the death- 
rate would be reduced ten in a thousand. This statement 
was made, there can be no doubt, without any recognition of 
the changes constantly going on in regard to population, 
and without any reference to varying local characteristics, 
or to possible climatic influences. Any opinion, therefore, 
that is not fortified by considerations of this character, is of 
little value. A comparison of the death-rates of the last 
twenty years, which have been seen under the most favor- 
able condition of sanitary affairs, exhibits an annual average 
of 24.4 deaths in each thousand of the population ; and there 
does not appear to be any valid reason why a lower one 
should be expected during the next twenty years, whatever 
may be the measures adopted and carried out for the pro- 


motion of the public health. 
6 
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- Admitting that the death-rate for the last few years has 
been large, the question arises as to its cause. The popular. 
answer would be, that it was mainly attributable to imperfect 
drainage ; and it is not certain that some would not aver 
that it was the sole cause. Ifthe reader will recall what he 
* may have read on the subject, he will fail to remember any- 
thing more specific than the assertion itself. It is undeni- 
able that adequate drainage is necessary for the preservation 
of health; but it is not equally evident that the sewerage of 
Boston is the principal cause of the present high death-rate. 
Neither is it shown by the prevalence of diseases that are 
supposed to be propagated by, or are incident to, imperfect 
drainage, in localities where this defect exists, that the 
opinion alluded to is correct. An examination of the tables 
in this report will make it obvious that those diseases do not 
prevail to an undue extent even in those localities where 
the complaints are loudest in regard to defective drainage. 

I do not wish to be understood as denying that the death- 
rate may have been increased by this evil; nor as saying that 
there is no need of an improvement in this direction. I 
simply desire to say, that the causes assigned for the present 
death-rate are wholly conjectural. They may be true, 
and they may not be. No one is able to say that the air we 
breathe, the food we eat, and the water we drink, are not 
pervaded with materials which lay the foundation for disease, 
and ultimately of death. These malign agencies are not 
less real because they may not be recognized by the senses ; 
and he must be a wise man who would undertake to desig- 
nate the exact share that each or all have in producing the 
grand result. . 

Again, what. can be more destructive to health and life 
than crowded dwellings, such as are seen in large cities? 
Unvisited by sunlight, destitute of ventilation and of every 
necessary comfort and convenience, it is not strange that 
these abodes are mere pest-houses. And when it is remem- 
bered that the inmates of these places are subjected often- 
times to insufficient and innutritious diet, and bound to labo- 
rious and unhealthy pursuits, without intermission and 
without change, we hardly need go any further in search of 
an adequate cause of the high death-rate. That these evils 
are aggravated by bad drainage is undoubtedly true; but 
_they owe their existence mainly to incidents from which they 
are the natural outgrowth. Therefore, any expectation of a 
remedy based on measures which do not penetrate the 
dwellings, regulate or corr¢ect the habits, pursuits, and modes 
of living of those who gecupy them, and whose numbers 
so largely increase thd death-rate, will prove a vain 


( 
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one. The mode of cure for this deplorable condition is not 
easy to name. Human nature is the same to-day that it was 
yesterday, and forbids the hope that poverty will ever be 
able to extort more than avarice is willing to yield. 

A recent report on the sanitary condition of Boston con- 

tains a remark, which seems intended to account in some 
measure for the present death-rate. The writer says: 
“Tt is shown that the high rate of mortality from phthisis zs 
in a great measure due to the large Irish population, who 
show a marked proclivity to lung affections.” The obvious 
meaning of the above remark is, that the Irish population, 
independent of local or surrounding circumstances, are more 
liable to phthisis than the native- born. This is the meaning 
of the writer, if there is any meaning in the remark at all. 
To justify this assertion, the writer must show that the Irish 
manifest the alleged “ proclivity ” when in situations different 
from those in which they are found in this city. Or, let him 
place the native-born in the same kind of dwellings, with like 
food and occupations, and condemned to exposures, and to 
a thousand hardships to which they are now strangers. In 
short, let the American be put in the place. of his less 
fortunate brother, then, and only then, the writer will be 
prepared to say, whether the “ proclivity ” of the latter to 
“Jung affections ” is stronger than that of the former. Nay, 
if double the present number of Irish-born should die of 
phthisis, that fact, by itself, would no more prove their 
“marked proclivity” to that disease than would the circum- 
stance that one man has a “ marked proclivity ” to small-pox, 
_ because he has been exposed to its contagion, while another, 
who has kept aloof, exhibits no such “ proclivity.” It is un- 
deniable that a very large share of the mortality falls to the 
lot of the Irish-born and their children. It is an error, how- 
ever, to ascribe this event to any “proclivity,” when it is 
obviously superinduced by extraneous causes. 
_ Let this matter be exhibited in another light. The dece- 
— dents of Irish birth, in 1875 (including all under 20 years 
of age who had Irish fathers), number 8,961. Of these 594 
died from phthisis, being in the ratio of 1 death from this 
cause to 6.67 deaths from all other causes. On the other 
hand, the number of native-born decedents was 3,160, of 
whom 586 died from phthisis, showing a ratio of 1 death from 
this disease to 5.89 deaths from all other causes. This surely 
does not show any “marked proclivity ” to phthisis by the 
Irish and their children. 

The report of the Registrar General of Ireland for 1874 
contains some facts which may have a bearing on this subject. 
The mortality from each disease is not stated, the causes of 
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death being given in the five general classes, and tabulated 

according to counties. I am, therefore, unable to give there- 

from the death-rate of any city or town. ‘The death- 

rate of Ireland in 1874, according to this report, was 

18.3 in a thousand, the population being 5,337,261. 

Of all who died, only 14.1 per cent. were children 

under 1 year of age, while 41 per cent. of the decedents ° 

were over 60 years of age. Compare this with Massa- 

chusetts. ‘According to the State Report of 1873, there 

, + were 83,912 deaths in the State in that year, which 

afte, (was in the ratio of +death=n 21.39 of an estimated popula- 

chy /000 tion of 1,585,445. The deaths of*children under 1 year of 

age made 23.3 per cent. of the whole mortality ; while those — 

over 60 years made only 21.62 per cent. Now, although the 

- facts adduced in regard to Ireland may not directly prove the 

absence of a “proclivity” to phthisis, it does, I think, 

demonstrate the existence of a procreative vigor, and exhibit 

evidences of physical endurance, not looked for in those with 

the unfortunate “ proclivity ” alluded to. I think the infer- 

ence to be drawn from the above comparison is, that the 

“ proclivity ? of either race to disease is owing in no small 

degree to the character of the circumstances, physical and 

moral, which surround them. There may be hereditary 

tendencies in both; but these are exceptions, and do not, I 
think, prove the converse of this proposition. 


N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


Ciry ReGistrar’s Orricr, August 7, 1876. 


CITY OF BOSTON, 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CITY REGISTRAR OF 
THE BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, IN 
THE CITY OF BOSTON, FOR THE YEAR 1876. 


To the Honorable City Council: — 


The undersigned herewith respectfully submits his annual 
report of the births, marriages, and deaths in the City of 
Boston during the year 1876. 


POPULATION. 


The yearly increase of the population of Boston during 
the decade commencing with 1810, according to the U.S. 
census, was 2.81 percent. In the following decennial period 
the growth had increased to 4.18 per cent., while in the suc- 
ceeding decade the ratio had fallen slightly, the increase 
being 3.84 per cent. In the next period, between 1840 and 
1850, the population had risen to 6.10 per cent. ; falling, in 
the following one, to 2:99 per cent., but a shade higher than 
the increase between 1810 and 1820. It will be remembered 
that, in the year 1855, a portion of Dorchester was annexed 
to Boston, becoming a part of Ward 12, thereby increasing 
the population to some extent in that year. 

Examining the varying condition of the population as 
shown by the State censuses, commencing with 1855, and 
- ending with 1875, it will be found that the rate of increase, 
in each of the decennial periods embraced by the years 
named, had fallen still lower. During the last decade the 
population of Boston was largely increased by the annexa- 
tion of Roxbury, Dorchester, West Roxbury, Brighton, and 
Charlestown. Thus, the yearly increase, between 1855 and 
1865, was only 2.39 per cent., and between 1865 and 1875 
it was 2.73 per cent., a slight improvement. During this 
last period the increase of the population of Boston, exclu- 
sive of the recently annexed towns, was only 1.65 per cent. 
- Adopting the rate of increase between 1865 and 1875 for the 
whole city, the population of Boston in 1876 should be 
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851,247. Considering the depressed condition of business 
affairs, the above estimate is believed to be as high as the 
facts will warrant. 


Brrrus in 1876. 


The birth record for 1876 shows the addition of 10,773 to 
the living population, — of 5,553 males and 5,220 females. 
The number of births recorded in 1876 was 247 less than 
were recorded in the preceding year, and 944 less than were 
registered in 1874. This shows a diminution of the birth- 
rate in the two years of more than 8 per cent. The ratio 
of births to population is seen, therefore, to be 1 in 32.60. 
If the still-births (491) are added to those born alive, the 
ratio will be 1 in 51.18. In no year, for a long period, has 
the birth-rate been so low as in 1875, with the single excep- 
tion of the year 1865, when it was 1 in 35.91. This excep- 
tion will be accounted for by the circumstances resulting 
from the civil war, the effects of which did not cease to be 
active for several years afterwards. 

The annexed table shows the excess of births over the 
deaths in each year, from 1849 to 1875 inclusive. The table 
commences with the first year of the revised system of birth 
registration. For nearly fifty years immediately preceding 
1849 the practice of birth registration had been almost en- 
tirely neglected, scarcely any births having been registered 
during the whole period. 


Excess of | Rxeese of 

YEARS. Births. | Deaths. Stace YEARS. Births. | Deaths. pha 
Deaths. Deaths. 

S20 peters ls 5,090 5,079 11 LSGSie ee ke 5,276 4,699 577 
TS5Ois) fob retes 5,295 3,667 1,628 1864. 7 .aat. 5,356 §.111 245 
TS5ih ms tots 5,363 8,855 1,603 1} 1865 0 Shae 5,355 4,541 814. 
S52 eats 5,337 3,736 1,601 TSGG1s mets 5,557 4,379 1,178 
aL Ae\nen arene 5,629 4,284 L5O20. it ESO tier wtemis 5,914 4,421 1,493 
1854... . 5,719 4,443 1,276 LSGSiemereute 7,400 5,519 1,881 
ALSO swe Utetars 5,843 4,085 1,758 1869 aches 7,428 5,523 1,905 
1856/0) 5) 3 5,960 4,253 1,707 AD Say ad 8,126 6,098 2,028 
USD Teter eas 5,920 3,968 1,962 1S Lee mae 8,559 5,888 2,671 
AS58710 so hs 5,666 3,840 1,826 LST Zire emails 9,312 8,090 1,222 
850i eis) 5,967 3,738 2,229 LS%3 0 Petes 9,732 7,869 1,863 
Tt SGOK Meld “ 5,893 4,390 1,503 BBY aS cys 1h et BER 7,812 3,905 
St er etewe 5,817 * 3,965 1,852 STS ve smeonenian 11,020 8,958 2,062 
S62 ire, site 5,343 4,120 1,223 UST meme eh lee One 8,203 2,570 


Pa 
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The whole number of births during the twenty-eight years 
ending with 1876 was 190,367, exhibiting a yearly average 
of 6,799. The total number of deaths during the same 


“period was 144,524, showing an excess of births over the 


deaths for the whole period of 45,843, or an annual average 
excess of 1,637. 

The number of births in each quarter is shown in the 
following : — 


Ist QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 38D QUARTER. 4TH QUARTER. 


January... - S64) ;April. ... .. «829 | July / .: 4)... .940 | October . «4% . 5,936 
Webruary ... .804 |May...... .820 | August..... 965 | November. .. . 898 


March. .... .966 | June .... . .824 | September... .872 | December... . 965 


Totaly. « «2,724 MOtal css 3 2,410 TO Gare ce were tren as ashi TPotaliiney eters 2,799 


The fewest births in any one quarter occurred in the 
second, making 22.95 per cent. of the whole number; and 
the largest number in the fourth, making 25.33 per cent... In 
the preceding year the births in the same quarters made 
23.41 and 25.89 per cent. respectively. 

The following is a comparative statement of the births and 


deaths in the several wards. The deaths in the hospitals and 


other public institutions are omitted in the comparison : — 


a Ge a a 
° o) ° (o} 
ea ; oa 4s) : ga 
Warps.| 3 g 2 Z 8 3 WARDS.| 5 = a 3 3 
5 BAA $ BA & a $ 5A 
—Q A A Ay jaa) Ay Q Ay 
os 410 3.81 247 8.41 aoe 610 5.66 383 5.30 
Bote 486 4.51 804 4,20 15 é 499 4.63 824 4.48 


4 airs 311 2.89 222 3.07 LT ate 294. 2.73 216 2.98 
5. : 317 2.94 220 3.04 18 198 1.84 191 2.64 
6 723 6.71 498 6.88 19 eae 624 5.79 405 5.60 
Tas . 445 4.13 315 4,35 20 .. 517 4.81 838 4.67 


Dis ste’ 0 329 8.05 236 3.26 22... 487 4.52 800 4.14 
UO pays 6 187 1.73 193 2.67 23 . 472 4.38 196 2.71 
jt ee ae 308 2.86 218 3.01 24. 455 4,22 271 3.74 


12. ate 437 4.06 384 5.80 25 «6 198 1,84 107 1.48 


13.... 840 7.79 614 8,48 Total .| 10,773 100,00 7,239 | 100.00 
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An examination of the above table will be interesting to 
those who are familiar with the local characteristics of the 
several wards. It will be noticed that no less than 2,797. 
births (25.96 per cent. of the whole number) occurred 
in four wards, viz., 723 in Ward 6; 840 in Ward 13; 610 
in Ward 14; and 624 in Ward 19. This large birth-rate, 
however, is confronted with a corresponding death-rate in 
the same wards, the mortality therein making no less than 
32.41 per cent. of all the deaths outside of the hospitals 
and other institutions. 

A marked contrast will be observed between the births 
and deaths in Wards 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, and 17. While the 
births in those six wards make only 18.83 per cent. of all 
the births (the population there making 23.43 per cent. of 
the entire population), the deaths make 21.41 per cent. of 
the mortality in the same localities. In Wards 6, 13, 14, 
and 19 the births exceeded the deaths by 893; in the six 
wards before noticed the excess of births over deaths was 
only 210. 
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A glance at the above table will impart a very accuratg 
knowledge of the mongrel, character of the population of 
Boston. Of all the fathers, only 38,695 (34.30 per cent. of: 
the entire number) were native- born. If half of those 
whose birthplaces are registered as “unknown” are added 
to the above enumeration, the amount will be increased to 
36.87 per cent. It will thus be seen that 63.13 per cent. of 
all the fathers were foreign-born. As usual, the fathers 
that were born in Ireland largely outnumber those of any 
other nativity, making 36.66 per cent. of the entire num- 

. ber, or 58 per cent. of all who were foreign-born. Adding 
the proportionate share of the “unknown” to those of Irish 
birth, the percentage will be increased to 38.54. 

The contribution made to the population by natives of the 
British American Provinces is indicated by 830 fathers, 
making 7.70 per cent. of the entire number. If to this 
number are added those born in Ireland (3,949), England 
(423), and Scotland (166), it will be seen that nearly half 
of the children born (49.83 per cent.) had fathers who 
were born subjects of Great Britain. The “unknown” 
fathers are not taken into the account in the above enumera- 
tion. 

The German element is represented by 644 fathers, mak- 
ing 5.98 per cent. of all the fathers. United with those 
born in Sweden and Norway (114), and Denmark (19), 
the fathers of German and Scandinavian origin make 7.21 
per cent. of the whole number. 

The Italian fathers number 116, and the Portuguese 
(chiefly natives of the Azores) 90. There were also 40 
Polish fathers, 14 Russian, and one was a native of Finland. 
The children of French fathers number 59; of Spanish, 4. 
The father of one child was born in Greece, its mother in 
Ireland ; and the father of another was born in Turkey. 

The number of children born whose parents were both 
born in the United States was 2,961 (making 27.49 per 
cent. of the whole number), while those whose parents 
were born in Ireland alone number 38, 220, making 29.96 
per cent., exceeding those of native origin by more than 
two per cent. No less than 4 ,044 of the children had Irish 
mothers, making 37.54 per cent. of all the mothers. 


w 
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TABLE II. COLORED BIRTHS. 


BIRTHPLACES. Females. Totals. 


Both parents born in the United States ......-. 52 57 ~ 109 


$f aie’ British America. . ..«.-.- 4 2 6 
Father native, mother Ivish . .. 2. 0 sa we ee ela ce ww 4 4 
a a “ S«British American... «.. 9 8 17 

Ss ae SO OrIENPlish's leniesce | c(ne amlalterio ce 2 sihel. atvetewnes 2 
. rie As “SB WOdish. a's va) ewig omen esa) a eiken erties 1 1 
a ss StS -Otner LOVE Woe ie oe aie he et esa eineite ae 1 uh 
‘© English a! Tate ha cinta fey toca ements 1 ai ho wana ge Ute i 
“© Portuguese ‘ BSBA At Fe iS wal 8 aieeivait eal 1 if, sapla Peptel 1 
sé German 40’) Sothern forel py ve. de. sla aes 1 4s eblatiels 1 
‘Other foreign.” -nativels a sires «istic, ale daueuleet en aeerne 3 3 
Unknown) ~§¢ « West Indie@:i..:. 2 ek ols |e eos ieueme 1 4 

ts “4 ‘¢ Ss British American . eis 2 1 3 

se . 6610" PEG a2. ees sa a at taes 1 i om on UA ji 
Both parents unknown .. 222s eee eee eee 3 al fete Mieecs 3 
POLAIS Ont Pe rele Uiert ste albeit s\dahioltiathicae Weiser te A 79 78 157 


The composite character of the parentage in the above 
table is a singular one, exhibiting almost as great a variety 
of race as that presented by the whites. The number of 
children born (including black and mulatto) was 157, — 79 
males and 78 females; an increase of 12 over the number 
recorded in the preceding year. It is also worthy of notice 
that there should be an increase of colored births, while 
there is seen to be so large a falling off of white births. 
The colored population in 1875 was 4,967; it does not 
probably exceed 5,000 at the present time. According to 
this estimate the colored births were in the ratio of one 
birth in 31.84 of the colored population. In the preceding 
year the ratio was 1 in 34.25. It will be noticed that one 
father is said to have been born in England, and another in 


Germany. 
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TABLE III. TWIN BIRTHS. : 


BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS. — yale p kee) phates oy Totals. 

Both parents born in the United States. .... =7 9 13 29 
A ts elan dy ister aisle el te 5 8 13 26 

ee PT) OVAL Cotten sltebber tee 1 aecthign site| e tenance 1 

se os British America’... 1 Soe ee 1 

7. py Germany & N. Europe 1 1 3 5 

‘ “ re TS Ni SO ia D0 GN hes URL at a 1 1 

es *§ EXZOLES ret elhc! viteliie [ters i Sroatemtatyel|(onievica ets 1 
Father United States, mother Ireland ..... 4 Oy AC asi AS ee gencauciine 4 
ss sé SSMECMOTANG) Jefe diel is ‘Il fone siete 1 sets idedin i 
vs ss «British America . 1 Syren all sheet | Tele vieMeiare 1 

se Treland “t United States... | 2 s+ 1. see 1 i] 

«“ «“ «© British America . 1 1 2 4 

es x SSMS COLLATE cn Nye) of [iets erevhe- (relief sir ss 1 1 
‘6 Scotland sory Wmited States’. ., .-|/--.5 6 «. 6 1 WG Oh 1 

“ British America ‘ “ ech oerraeete es 2 stiemed ane 2 

ss ae Oe UECVANG ite cole ven je) (he .eis0; 6.6 1 eile 1 
“ Germany «France 2.2 se] eeees 1 Ace be 1 

«s = France SPU TAILOC US LALER Ee ties) {feu ihe. lols lie teil ents! ie 1 1 

‘s England US) JERSE TSA 5G 1 abou: satel. pha 2 

6 Unknown ee se Siemeirel tc 1 piooade € ip 2 
Both parentsiumknown . ss 2 1 0 st ew 1 tol sites 1 2 
AUGIIAMMGMEetiche ¢ 6 ss) els 6 6 ae ee oh]. 20 25 38 88 


There were 89 instances of plural births, including one 
case of triplets, —all females; an increase of 4 over the 
number recorded in the preceding year. The births were. 
-equally divided between the sexes. The ratio of these to 
single births was 1 in 121. In the case of the triplets the 
father was native born, and the mother came from the 
British Provinces. In 58 instances one or both of the 
parents were foreign-born, making 65.91 per cent. of the 
whole number. 
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TABLE IV. STILL-BIRTHS. 


Males. | Females. Males. | Females. |Unknown. 

January 30 25 JULyAte tne votuley ce doate 26 LG iy ehasee ete este 
February ...-.- 26 16 August ....=s> 29 18 1 

Mattel ies pee Se ae 26 15 September.... 19 18 Hee 9) et a 

ADTIL 3 6 teres silos 22 15 OCHODCLIN. sles cus 27 12 areidatiaute 

MAVRECG te tatrelesicee ier eo 18 ‘November .... 18 15 eae antes 
Ajivhet=) MA Ae Ohishi 24 13 December .... 19 20 1 
Ota A si emcuecats 291 198 2 


According to the foregoing table there were but 491 still- 
births in the city of Boston during the past year; a decrease 
of 50 compared with the preceding year. There can be 
little doubt that the number reported is far less than the 
actual number. ‘The ratio of still-births to living births was 
1 in 21.94. In 1875 the ratio was 1 in 20.37. The parent- 
age of the children was: Native, 163; Irish, 175; German, 
81; British American, 30; English, 17; Scotch, 8; Ital- 
ian, 3; other foreign, 8; and unknown, 57. The males 
exceed the females by 92. 7 

There were. 20 colored still-births, showing a ratio. of 
1 in 7.85 of the colored children born alive, presenting a 
marked contrast to the white births. 


MARRIAGES IN 1876. 


The number of marriages registered during the year was 
2,981, —a decrease of 435 compared with the preceding 
year, and 1,068 less than were registered in 1874. The 
record shows that there was one marriage in 58.91 of the 
entire population of the city. The following table, showing 
the ratio of marriages to the population in each of the last 
ten years, exhibits the great change that has taken place 
during the last three years : — 


° 


YEARS, 1867 |1868/ 1869 1870|1871/1872|1873|18 7418751876 


| a. | | ef | | | | | 


Ratios .....| 1in 34.19 | 32.03 | 30.18 | 35.87 | 34.80 | 34.56 | 35.61 | 40.89 | 50.05 | 58.91 


‘ 
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The marriages in the several quarters are seen in the 
following : — ~ 


1sT QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 3D QUARTER. 4TH QUARTER. 


Deere. 208 | April. .s. . .210| July . «. 5» «228 | October’. ¢ sc 6 817 


February ....300|} May ..... .238 | August ... .210'| November .. .330 
March. .....124| June ..... .3803 | September . . . 258 | December... .195 
Total .-. . . 692 Total «. 2.751 Total... . 696 Total 5... 7342 


In the preceding year there were 992 marriages in the 
second quarter, 27 more than occurred during the fourth 
quarter, the season in which a larger number of marriages 
usually occur than during any other quarter. 

The daily average of marriages was 8.17. In 1875 it 
was 9.36; and in the preceding year 11.10. 


TABLE V. BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES, 


BIRTHPLACES OF 


GROOMS. ‘ s wis % 3 <8 B Be E 14 
2.\¢/8 fez) 2/2/22] 2 /e8/8)2| 2 
g)3)s gs |e ls 65/82 

ISSUMne sl ola sf co 6° 191 73 73 9 38 4 37 5 2) . | 482/14.49 
Other places in State .| 107; 181| 114| 12 23] 1} 49] 5) 7| . | 499/16.74 
Other States ...<¢. 133 114 292) 11 27 2 82 2 5] . | 668/22.41 
England and Wales. . 21 11 12} 20 28]. . 24]... A 1| 117) 3.92 
SOLAN Ch wathe tals ss) 6. « 64 26 10} 138 584; .. 30 2}. .)] . | 729/24.45 
Begnpid i. sis ss « . 2 5 4| 6 10} 4 ae ra ae 35} 1.17 
- British Am. Provinces 30} 241 32] 6| 34] 2] 10} a!..] 1) 240] 8.05 
Germany psn sine ye 6 « 18 10 10 4 IG as 6| 87 4) . | 155) 5.20 
Other foreign places . 9 7 15), 2% 10}... Di Ane Bt ans 104 3.49 
rr Woe Danton ram eriemath side hres he tame 2| .07 
SOGHIS) 5s) 6 se 576 451 563} 88 770} 18 343} 106} 69} 2) 981 
Per cent... . .j| 19.32) 15.13) 18.89) 2.95} 25.83) .44) 11.51] 3.55] 2.31] .07). . . 


The facts exhibited in the above table are so uniform year 
after year as to suggest but little that has not before been 
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noticed. Compared with the preceding year the native-born 
grooms have ee a relatively, 1.17 per cent., and the 
native-born brides 1.96 per cent. At the same time the 
Jrish-born grooms have increased 1.79, and the Irish brides 
2.03 per cent. There was also a slight increase of grooms 
of German birth (nearly one per cent. ), and of those born 
in British America, .47 of one per cent. 

Of the native-born grooms, 321 (20 per cent. of the whole 
number) married foreign-born brides. On the other hand, 
812 foreign-born grooms (22.57 per cent. of this class) 
married native-born brides. The native grooms exceeded 
those of foreign birth by 217. In the preceding year the 
excess was 326. Only 191 of the grooms born in Boston 
married brides who were born here. 


TABLE VI. AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. - ye 3 g S S s . r 

3 2 2 £ 2 s £ 3g t 

=) mt a % S 2 3 = Ay 
MOC leaner lo teats Mec ute bite) atis 3 41 2 2 48 1.61 
MLR NNMTs othe rsptainedie sie teers 28 754 80 14 1 . 877 | 29.42 
ORO O Mere ie tiolial i6) "ai Te ueleietr iva 12 596 330 ee 2 . 1,017 | 34.12 
SOMLORAO Uns ioltell ss eliewcihe hts lavate 3 216 289 195 i1 ° 714 | 23.95 
AQETOTHO sum) ieuls) rhs Cary wche paris Sere 20 51 115 43 2 231 7.75 
DOMCOROOMM ito « \eltaiis Peli cette SPE 3 4 26 20 Uae is. 4 62 2.08 
GO SCO LO Meu aleied cst oieodis alae aye a 3 4 5 6 9 2 29 97 
ONCOUSO A. site ha telat tsB aieomred sare etaNe tall cos terres iyoumalae 1 1 1 3 10 

REN te slay ee 
Totals Sinenemette me wiskan 6 46 | 1,683 760 435 84 21 2 |2,981). 

IPeviCenit tame meaksies tore wotiates 1.54 | 54.78 | 25.49 | 14.59 | 2.82 10:5] ow, fey (0 cote en LOU ae 


The facts exhibited in the foregoing table are, as is usually 
the case, of a most interesting character. Compared with 
the preceding year there was a large decrease of the mar- 
riages of minors, of both sexes, the number of grooms being 
48 (a decrease of 44), and that of the brides 46, a decrease 
of 24. There were but three instances in which both the 
grooms and the brides were under age. Two of these 
grooms (19 years of age) married brides aged 16 and 17 years 
respectively, and the other (20 years) married a bride of 
16. In 1875 the number of such marriages was 12. Two: 
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minor grooms married brides who were between 30 and 40. 
Four grooms of 18 married brides of the same age, and one 
other a bride one year older. There were 7 grooms 19 years 
of age (one of whom married a bride of 20), and the re- 
mainder were 20 years of age. There were 3 grooms 21- 
years of ave, and another 23 years, who married brides only 
15 years of age. 

Of the 62 grooms between 50 and 60 years of age, 3 
married brides who had not reached their 25th year; 4 
married those who were under 30; 26 those who were 
below 40 ; 20 chose as their companions those who were under 
50; while 9 united themselves to brides whose ages were 
near their own. Of the 29 who had passed their three- 
score years, 3 became husbands to brides under 25 years 
of age; 4 others married those who had not reached their 
30th year; the brides of 5 others were on the sunny side of 
40; 6 others had companions under 50 years; 9, those who 
were between 50 and 60; leaving 2 solitary grooms matched 
with brides who were, with themselves, on the road to the 
scriptural limit of human life. Of the 38 grooms who were 


rapidly becoming octogenarians, 1 was united to a bride of 
40, 1 to a bride just below 50, while the other had as his 
companion one of the mature age of 60. 

The grooms in 14 marriages were of the average age of 
61.07 years, while their brides were of the average age of 
80.79 years. On the other hand, in 18 instances the grooms 
were of the average age of 26.61 years, while their brides 
were of the average age of 36.67 years. 

In 260 instances the brides were older than the grooms. 
In the preceding year the number of such cases was 217. 

The number of marriages in which one or both parties 
were colored was 101, — a decrease of 25 compared with the 
preceding year. In 72 instances both parties were black ; 
in 17 the grooms were black and the brides white; in 5 
the grooms were mulattoes and the brides white; in 3 the 
- grooms and the brides were mulattoes; and 1 in which the 
groom was black and the bride a mulatto. 

The colored marriages were in the ratio of 1 in 24.75 of 
the colored population. In 1875 the ratio was 1 in 20. The 
ratio of white marriages to the white population was 1 in 
60.11. 

Of the occupations of the grooms there is little variation 
from year to year. 16 percent. of the grooms were laborers ; 
10.19 per cent. were clerks; 5.27 per cent. were merchants 
and traders; 4.26 per cent. were mariners; and 3.49 per 
cent. were teamsters. The professions were represented 
by 22 lawyers, 15 physicians, and 11 clergymen. 
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TABLE VII. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 


GROOMS. wa 

First. |Second.| Third. } Totals. _ 
RATSL MATTIAGS eve ve lle esl cits) o>) «lls: iwi Bede cttyec crc 2,263 199 3 2,465 
Second ° ‘§ be ane RR ERR NMP PLS. chia), 320 151 8 479 
EET tas 6 ceoe a ce suse ter stb ayue ents, . cb okie apis slennelveme secant 29 5 3 Ry 
i WI ESTAS Mans A eR CN Pe eh Sang 355 14 | 2,981 


Of the 479 grooms who had been once widowed, 320 
married spinsters, 151 married widows, and 5 married 
brides who had been twice widowed. Of those grooms who 
had been twice widowed (37) 29 married spinsters, 5 
married widows, and 3 married those who had a similar 
numerical experience. Of the bachelor grooms, 199 married 
widows, and 3 married brides who had been twice widowed. 

Of the grooms, 2,525 were residents of Boston, 283 
resided in other towns in the State, and 173 belonged in other 
States. Of the brides, 2,702 resided in Boston, 176 in — 
other towns in the State, and 103 came from other States. 

The number of certificates of intentions of marriage issued 
during the year was 3,391, —a decrease of 597 from the 
number issued in the preceding year, and 1,300 less than 
were take out in 1874. ; 


DEATHS IN 1876. 


The whole number of deaths registered during the past 
year was 8,203, — 4,110 males and 4,093 females; a de- 
crease, compared with the preceding year, of 755 deaths. 
The death-rate, therefore, is seen to be 23.35 deaths in a 
thousand of the population, or 1 in 42.82 of all living. This 
is a considerabie improvement on the record of the preceding 
year, when the rate was 26.20 in a thousand, or | death in 
each 38.17 of the whole population. ‘The male decedents 
were in the ratio of 1 in 38.14 of the male population, while 
the female decedents were in the ratio of 1 in 47.57 of the 
female population. The daily average of deaths was 22.47. 

The number and percentage of deaths in each quarter are 
seen in the following table : — 


eel Malte 


/ 
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IsT QUARTER. | 2D QUARTER. | 3D QUARTER. | 4TH QUARTER. 


Ce eee ee ——E——————eEEEE 


Wororideaths .. .» » 2,237; 1,789 2,357 1,820 
Percentages, @ s.« ss 27.27 2181 = 28.73 22.19 


In the preceding year the deaths in the first quarter made 
24 45 per cent. of the whole mortality ; those in the second, 
21.31 per cent.; those in the third, 29.92 per cent. ; and 
those in the fourth, 24.32 per cent. 


TABLE VIII. DECEDENTS UNDER TWENTY YEARS OF AGE. 


AGES. 
NATIVITY OF Per 
BATA SES 1 day.|},2- 10/6 to 12 Bo 5 5 vo 10 to 15 1B so 2 pei eA ee 
Native ..+« seer 60 364 184 440 171 AT 61 1,327 30.58 
PPCLAIVAU sive as ‘0° 17 396 277 674 175 51 114 1,764 40.64 . 
SLANG Ve vse) 0.46 3 52 29 57 19 6 9 175 4.03 
COUANC «<6 » ‘ee 1 16 13 26 13 4 2 75 1.738 
British America... 8 79 §2 122 30 11 16 318 7.33 
Germany, N. Europe 9 71 51 | 112 27 13 T 290 6.68 
oC ee 2| 12 8| 14 3 1 40 92 
POPNeal: sc s's 6 « 3 13 8 10 3 1 1 39 90 
Wrance «ls 6 sc 8 2 7 5 8 3 1 . 26 
Other foreign places . 1 9 9 13 3 2 4 41 
® WWENOWO <\ ois so. s 15 185 15 19 6 3 2 245 
Metals. sis ss | 181 | 1,204|> 651 | 1,495 | 458 | 180 217 | 4,340 rer 


Percent...... | 2.21 | 14.68) 7.94 | 18.22) 5.52 1.69 2.65 oe ste 00.00 


The above table exhibits the number of the decedents 
under 20 years of age, arranged according to the nativity of 
their fathers. The whole number of those who died under 
20 years was 4,340, making 52.91 per cent. of all that died. 
In the preceding year 54.56 per cent. of all the decedents 
were under 20 years. According to sex, the males number 
2,260, and the females 2,080, the former exceeding the 
latter by 180. The number of children who died under 1 
year was 2,036, making 24.82 per cent. of all the decedents. 
All who died under 5 years made 43.04 per cent. The 
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decedents between 5 and 10 made 5.52 per cent. of the whole 
number; those between 10 and 15 only 1.69 per cent. ; and 
those between 15 and 20, 2.65 per cent. . Of all who died, 
181 (2.21 per cent.) died on the day of their birth; 1,385 
(16.88 per cent.) died before they were six months old; 
while 1,495 (18.22 per cent.) were between 1 and 5 years. 

It will be observed that 30.58 per cent. of the decedents 
under 20 years were of native parentage; 40.64 per cent. of 
Irish origin; 6.68 per cent. of German and Scandinavian 
parentage; 7.33 per cent. of British American; and the 
remainder of various foreign origin, making 3.36 per cent. 
of those embraced in the tuble. The decedents of unknown 
parentage (mostly illegitimate) make 5.64 per cent. of all 
contained in the table. 


Bik c. 
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The number of those who died above 20 years of age was 
3,863, — 1,850 males, and 2,013 females ; muking 47.09 per 
cent. of all the decedents. The female exceeded the male 
decedents by 163. Of those who were under 20 years, the 
mules exceeded the females by 180. The native-born dece- 
dents make 44.40 per cent. of the whole number, and the 
Irish-born 39.89 per cent., the two classes making 84 29 per 
cent. of the total number. In the first divisional period, 
between 20 and 30, the female decedents exceed the males 
by 64, and in the second by 14. In the third period the males 
exceed the females by 69, and in the fourth by 13. In the 
remaining periods the female decedents exceed the males by 
3 in the first, 52 in the second, 93 in the third, and 10 in 
the last. 

It will be further observed, that of those who died between 
20 and 30 the decedents of native birth exceeded those born 
in Ireland by 229. In the next four periods those of Irish 
birth exceed the native-born by 38, 50, 54, and 16 in each 
- period respectively. In the last three periods the decedents 
ot Irish birth exceed those that were native-born by 60 in the 
first, 51 in the second, and 1 in the third. 
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The above table shows the number of deaths in each 
month, together with the ages of the decedents. There 
were: three centenarians who died during the year, —all 
females, —one in August, one in October, and the other in 
September. Two were born in Ireland, aud one in Salem, © 


Mass. 


TABLE XI. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Sg d 
hee pice 

3 eid a b aye, Oe PUBLIC : 
eee ea eadpe ye ea a ee ee 
Ql 2 /selsalle! 2 1ee] 36 _ a 2. 
fea} a) oD Dis (4 re o> O5 NSTITUTIONS. re >) 
SS | SA Sa Si 8 SA | ee 5 & 
eel jc ele erage ey Ela | a a A a 
1 | 247 | 3.01] 4.07 || 14 | 383 | 4.67 5.47 || City Hospital. .. .| 270 

2| 304 | 3.71] 4.51 || 15 | 324 | 3.95 4.03 || Mass. Hospital. ..| 147 || 

3 240 | 2.93 | 3.27 16 303 | 3.69 4,29 St. Mary’s Inf. Asy. 207 | 

4} 222 | 2.71 | 3.26 || 17 216 | 2.60 4.02 || Deer Island .... 73 

5 220 | 2.68 | 3.29 || 18 | 191 | 2.33 3.82 || Consumptive Home 69 | 

6 | 498 | 6.07 | 5.16 || 19 | 405 | 4.94 5.47 || Carney Hospital . . 34 | > 11.75 
7 315 |. 3.84 | 3.64 20 338 | 4,12 4.49 Rainsford Island. . 29 

8 292 | 3.56 | 3.54 || 21 2220201 3.38 || Lunatic Hospital. . 26 

9 236 | 2.88 | 3.68 22 300 | 3.66 3.49 N.E. Hospital... 15 
10} 193 | 2.35 | 3.05 || 23 | 196 | 2.39 3.60 || Homeopathic Hosp. 7 | 
11 | 218 | 2.66 | 4.05 24 271 | 3.31 3.93 Other institutions . 87 | J 
12 384 | 4.68 | 4.34 || 25 Oia) leroy 1.81 


13 | 614 | 7.49 | 6.34 


7,239 | 88.25 | 100.00 


The above table exhibits the number of deaths in each 
ward, with the percentages of the deaths and of the popula- 
tion in the same localities. The deaths in the various hos- 
pitals and other public institutions are used separately. 
It will be seen that in only seven wards (6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 
15, and 22) the percentage of deaths was in excess of 
the percentage of the population in the same wards. With 
the exception of Wards 6 and 13 (the first the North End 
Ward, and the other comprising the extreme westerly part. 
of South Boston), the difference in the percentages is incon- 
siderable. 

An examination of the following table will be likely to 
correct some erroneous notions concerning the sanitary con- 
dition of the city. It gives a careful estimate of the popu- 


lation in each ward, together with the area in acres of each, 


with a far less population to the acre, present the hi 
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with the number of inhabitants to each acre, and the death- 
rate in the several wards. The reader is thus apprised of 
the most populous parts of the city, and he can thereby form 
some opinion as to what extent the death-rate is affected by 
the density of population. It will be observed .that the 
total area of the city is stated to be 20,581.12 acres. This 
amount, however, includes only the occupied portions of the 
city, and not those parts used as parks, commons, squares, 
public buildings, etc. 


‘ cay . = oe 
3 8 as, 3 $ eS 
q 5 | © rs R q © & 

. 2 3 2 LR 3 s ie Ag 
A s = 24. \\2se || 6 4 & S3 | S22 
a 3 3 Bk aS So. 8 | 8 BR SS 
< y Fa XS Sua < oy Fa Os ee 

E an 4 a a & ae 4 & al 
1... .| 14,305 | 1,099.75 | 13.25 | 17.27 |/15...| 14,142 429.00 | $2.96 | 22.91 
Bil ca] 15,848 449.87 | 35.21 | 19.18 ||16. . .| 15,056 64.25 | 234.18 | 21.51 
Sie, o) 13,470 170.00 | 6747 | 20.92 |\17...] 14,112 102.60 | 137.54 | 15.31 
a s5. 2 41,457 242.00 | 47.84 | 19.37 ||18...| 18,411 100.70 | 183.17 | 14.91 
Bre set. 21,545 30.75 |. 88.21 | 19.05 |l19. ..| 19,218 148.60 | 129.29 | 21.08 
Gore 2) (48,141 139.00 | 180.51 | 27.45 1/20. ..| 15,768- 666.00 | 23.67 | 21.43 
(Sos Bae AN ECA: 65.67 | 194.61 24.65 |/21.. . 1 11,860 636.60 18.63 18.72 
Sy. 18 427 48.00 | 258.89 | 23.49 |/22. . .| 12,281 | 1,080.00 | 11.46 | 24.43 
Dio, v |) 49,921 81.00 | 159.52 | 18.26 |/23. ..| 12,651 | 6,386.00 98 | 15.49 
10... | 10,715 94.00 | 113.99 | 418.01 ||24. . .| 13,829 | 4,762.00 2.90 | 19.60 
BE Se 50h (14;235 470.33 | 30.26 | 15.33 1/25, ..]| 6,369 | 2,343.00 2.72 | 16.80 

; TZ | 25247 146.00 | 104.43 25.19 || —— | —_—_ | ———_——__ | —-_—_ 


13. ..| 22,273 228.00 97.69 | 27.56 301,247 | 20,581.12 
14. ..| 19,208 518.00 37.08 | 19.94 


Although Ward 8 is the most populous one relatively, it 
does not exhibit the highest death-rate. Wards 13 and 6, 
ohest 
death-rate, being 27.56 and 27.45 respectively, in a Hodiand: 
Ward 23 (West Roxbury) has by far the largest area, and the 
smallest number of inhabitants to the acre, being .98 of one 
per cent. to the acre. Ward 8 shows a death-rate of 23.49 
in a thousand, which is considerably less than those of 
Wards 6, 7, 12, 18, and 22, which have a less number of 
inhabitants to the acre, although the aggregate population of 
each (with the exception of Ward 22) is larger than that of 
Ward 8. Wards 1 and 2 (East Boston) have 13.25 and 
35.21 inhabitants to an acre in each respectively, and show 
a death-rate of 17.27 in the first, and 19.18 in the second, 
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far below the average rate of the whole city. Wards 3, 4, 
and 5 (Charlestown), have an ageregate area of 542. 15 
acres, With a p pulation in the first-named ward of 67.47 to 
the acre; in the second, 47.84; and in the third, 88 21; with 
a death-rate of 20.92, 19.37, and 19.05 in each respectively, 
which are below the average of the whole city. 

It will be perceived that the lowest death-rate is in 
Ward 13, —it being only 14.91 deaths in a thousand. The 
area of this ward is 100.70 acres, with a population to each 
acre of 183.17. This ward is bounded by Brookline and 
Lenox and Camden streets, and extends from Albany street — 
westerly to the Boston and Providence Railroad. This dis- 
trict embraces a large portion of made land, and is supposed 
to be peculiarly aftlicted by bad drainage and disagreeable 
odors, which not only destroy all comfort, but threaten to 
undermine the health of the residents of the ward, if not 
to produce a pestilence. Notwithstanding this unfortunate 
condition, and the dire calamities that are said to be impend- 
ing, this ward presents the lowest death-rate of any of the 
twenty-five. It will be a satisfaction to the residents of this 
ward to know, that, notwithstanding the discomforts that 
surround them from undesirable odors, they are located 
in one of the healthiest districts of the city, and that the 
present low death-rate differs very little from that which has 
existed there for many years past. 

The same remarks are applicable to Ward 17, which ad- 
joins Ward 18, with nearly the same eastern and western 
boundaries. This ward ranks as the fifth in the number of 
the inhabitants to the acre, and yet the death-rate there is 
only 15.31 in a thousand. 

What has been said concerning Wards 17 and 18 may 
be greatly emphasized in regard to Ward 11. This ward 
consists of 470.33 acres, and adjoins Wards 17 and 18 on 
their western boundaries. It is almost wholly made up of 
land reclaimed from the Back-Bay basin, where the tide ebbs 
and flows under almost every residence in the ward. With 
all these drawbacks the death-rate is only 15.33 in a thou- 
sand. Whatever may be the annoyances met with in the 
district forming these three wards, there is little doubt that 
much unnecessary alarm has been created. Instead of this 
district being the seat of all the maladies that afflict haman- 
ity, it is really one of the most favorable localities, in a 
sanitary point of view, of the whole city; and whatever 
diseases may exist there, it has not been shown that they 
have been created by defective drainage; nor would it be 
oasy to demonstrate that anything more serious than what 
has already occurred is likely to transpire in the future. 
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The number of colored decedents (black and mulatto) 
was 154, — 76 males and 78 females; a decrease of 5 com- 
pared with the preceding year. The death-rate was 30.80 
in a thousand, or there was one death in 32.47 of the colored 
population. In the preceding year the rate was 32 in a 
thousand, or one death in each 31.24 of the colored popula- 
tion. The unusual occurrence is witnessed in the fact that 
in 1876 the colored births exceeded the colored deaths, the 
excess of births over the deaths being three. 

The statistics relating to the births, marriages, and deaths 
among the colored population have been almost uniformly 
of a very singular character. Year after year the deaths 
have exceeded the births in number, and in some years the 
marriages have exhibited a like preponderance over the 
births. The past year, h>wever, shows a slight change in 
these particulars, there being an excess of colored births 
(three) over the colored deaths. The difference between 
the two races is seen in the following comparative state- 
ment : — 


1876 1875 
Births. | Marriages. Deaths. Births.  atarsages. Deaths. 


No. living to|No. living to) No. living to| | No. living to No. living to No. living to 


one birth. one mur- one death. one birth. one mar- one death.. 
riage. riage. 
White... $2.62 60.11 43.02 30.98 51.18 38.29 
Colored... 31.85 24.75 32.47 34.25 20.03 31.24 


Of all the decedents 35.32 per cent. were or had been 
married at the time of their deaths. Or, of those who 
had reached a marriageable age (say 20 years), 74.91 per 
cent. were or had been married. Of the males who were 
‘ahove 20 years of age (1,850) 70.27 per cent. were or had 
been married. The number of female decedents above 20 
years of age was 2,013, of which 79.33 per cent. had been 
married. Of the married males, 452 were native and 636 
were foreign born. There were 98 native-born widowers, 
and 1384 that were foreign-born. The number of married 
females was $30, of whom 417 were native and 513 foreign 
born. The total number of widows was 667, of whom 381 
were foreign-born. 

The daily average of deaths was 22.47. In the preced- 


ing year the average was 24.54. 
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NOTES ON THE CAUSES OF DEATH. 


ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 


The deaths from eleven of the principal zymotic diseases 
make 27.20 per cent. of the whole mortality. This is a 
reduction in this class of diseases, compared with the pre- 
ceding year, of 1.27 per cent. 

Cholera Infantum.— There were 542 deaths from this 
cause, — a decrease of 142 from the number recorded in 1875. 
The sexes were 282 males and 260 females. The per- 
centage on the total mortality was 6.61, one per cent. less 
than it was in the preceding year. The deaths in the sev- 
eral wards and public institutions may be- seen in the fol- 
lowing : — 


No. of population Wisnia cl speatha, No of population 


WARDS. Deaths. to one death. to one death. 
ewe ot she 19 752.89 AY ene datate 6 41 468.49 
2. iene te 23 688.83 U.Germro. we 21 673.438 
SMe cg Gs TO 12 * 955.83 Utne 8 24 627.33 
RNY fs 10 1,145.70 eee so 10 1,411.20 
DieOieiss 90 10 1,154.50 ESie cee T 1,916.00 
Geis a es 40 453.52 TE. Fe 43 446.58 
(ha. joeoeaae 22 581.27 ZONsioearehe« 31 508.64 
7 ee 20 621.35. |) 21s ssf 8 1,482.75 
Wiawestts- os 18 718.00 IPRS ee oie 30 621.66 
WOwas oss 14 765.36 Zohn s 12 1,054.25 
oH oS ey 11 1,295.00 GUNA a A is 22 1,152.41 
2 hehe es 23 663.00 Institut’ns 12 

Thar ss 59 377.51 542 


Of all the deaths from cholera infantum 22.32 per cent. 
of them occurred in the three South Boston wards, 13, 14, 
and 15. There were only 7 deaths from this disease in 
Ward 18, and 8 in Ward 21. Wards 13, 19, 6, and 14, in 
the order in which they are here named, show the largest 
relative mortality. Of the whole number who died in South 
Boston 1 in 10.97 died of this disease. 

The deaths in Ward 25 are included in those of Ward 22 
(Brighton), the former ward having been set off from the 
latter in May of last year. 

Cholera-morbus. — The number of deaths reported from 
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this disease was 21,— 10 males and 11 females; a decrease 
of ten compared with the preceding year. Nine of the whole 
number occurred in South Boston. : 

Crovp.— There were 123 deaths reported from this cause, 
— 64 males and 59 females; a decrease of 91 compared 
with 1875. It will be seen, however, that there was a large 
increase of the mortality from diphtheria, the increase being 
no less than 204. It is quite certain that an exact discrimi- 
nation has not, in all instances, been made by physicians in 
reporting the deaths from these two diseases. The deaths 
from the two causes number 747, making 9.11 per cent. of 
the entire mortality. In 1875 they made a little over 7 per 
cent. of all the deaths of that year. | 


WARDS. Croup. | Diphtheria. WARDS. Croup. — | Diphtheria. 
LON et is atiere) & 6 35 Yer een hen See shoe 8 35 
SU el yo litevi ie wh clays 2 43 Loe Ph ete acres tis Oo enc CRY 30 
OMe tarr tet che 6 36 UF en VET al et on het eee 3 15 
AOD pAvetitat le iie 2 32 18 simone Metsiike ie Were 1 12 
GB ieeehe rey ss x 21 1G Sete erie stat cenieene 11 42 
Cieteteolkei nurs if 12 20 ite Ne ShobzetieiNeits athe tne 3 32 
Tia aes thts ts 4 8 BAL): "a Ma ceeneeh tary cane ae 4 16 
CMU si tetee Mo ttais 3 16 POPC My I TD dec 9 36 
Oisthsttert's ls uo 2 13 Didile Cauieite fede ton anieus 2 29 
LO sere Pees is 3 12 OA Mes altel wtih ieee ate 5 24 
dk (AS beer 1 25 City Hospital..... 2 3 
IAA LA Lie bs 7 32 Mass. Hospital. ... ae one 1 
any OS Ds rhs 15 36 St. Mary’s Inf. Asylum 1 o. 
ae iy hs 12 28 519805 6 ieee 


The deaths from the two causes in South Boston make 
17.94 per cent. of the whole number, or one death in each 
416 of the population of those wards. ‘The prevalence of 
these diseases in East Boston, however, was relatively 
greater, there being one death in each 350.56 of the popula- 
tion in that part of the city. There were 98 deaths from the 
same causes in the three Charlestown wards (3, 4, and 5), 
showing one death in 351.76 of the population there, differ- 
ing very slightly from the mortality of East Boston. In 
contrast with this exhibit it will be seen that, in Wards 6, 7, 
8, and 12, where a larger relative mortality might be looked 
for, there was only one death in 658.35 of the aggregate 
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population of those wards. The deaths in Ward 19 were 1 
in 362.51, showing a slight improvement on East Boston and 
Charlestown. ‘The ratio in Dorchester (Ward 24) was 1 in 
476 86. 

Diarrhea and Dysentery.— The number of deaths re- 
ported from these two causes was 274, — 178 of the former 
and 96 of the latter, — making 3.34 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. In the preceding year the percentage of deaths 
from diarrhoea and dysentery was almost identical with that 
of last year, being 3.37. The distribution of deaths from 
the two diseases is given in the following table : — 


WARDS. Diarrhea, | Dysentery. WARDs. Diarrhea. | Dysentery. 
Ber eevee) ss ahs 2 Li Cette ae a) to fy ah elkeiis 6 4 
Bin Gls, bh 8. 4 3 ESig tire teitelniy ua? site''s 5 3 
Ms) hay an es 1 7 SOM ai os eee) o. eV mv 9 1 
Ll atal oe! «8 5 al Uist m@ekreltetel sire) ops 1 3 
See eNews, Ai 4 DUS o\ svie ee le) et os 6 1 
ie dl a 17 3 Danae eon ten a) ta AY eel wins 5 6 
DOs oe sre 6 3 3 Day wi sila) s lane! ea hals 2 1 
Baakeie bie 4 4 PERCE 6) ete hae nla) 2 
Bee carer es: - 5 7 City Hospital. .... 5 5 
LOM eens o2':'s 9 3 Mass. Hospital. ... 1 2 
TERR ieiie belts 50 7 1 St. Mary’s Inf. Asylum 4 
bt a ae 15 4 Deer Island ..... 5 ave 
Sara) st ,. « 23 10 Rainsford Island... 1 1 
oF Se aa 10 3 Other institutions Ae 5 2 
AD hots ae:! 0. o 40 6 & —_—_— 
Rei iiss, 13 6 178 96 


The total number of deaths from cholera infantum, 
diarrhea, dysentery, and cholera-morbus, was 837, making 
10.20 per cent. of the mortality from all causes. In 1875 
there were 1,017 deaths from these diseases, making 11.35 
per cent. of all the deaths of that year. Nearly 34 per 
cent. of the mortality from these four causes occurred in 
the three South Boston wards (13, 14, 15), which is in the 
ratio of 1 death in each 66.45 of the population of those 
wards. . : 

Scarlatina. —The number of deaths thus reported was 
432, — a decrease of 123 compared with the preceding year, 
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— making 5.24 per cent. of the deaths from all causes, 
against 6.20 per cent. in the preceding year. The deaths in 
the several wards are seen in the following : — 


WARDS. Deaths. WARDS. Deaths. WARDS. Deaths. 
Ns Fabaceae aes 15 £0 fo lievveite fs 8 LORS ee Pelteete 28 
atet tat tor otras 17 Ub es toca 14 20 ita tepeaneitenne 26 
WoW Tonite va! Werte 8 ee esata! te ota 12 21a We eee 17 
Ce Oe A DON 7 UBS Goh ac 41 22) aie vee beats 34 
Mo arg iene & 10 La inregratas qr ants 32 23) oe leies salons 15 
O Se htes athe 17 LOST oun onl ore 42 24) 5 aihan et tome 22 
Uae earners 8 UG Rrotien te ticene ai City Hospital . 3 
Sierembates, sj,s 12 Lue ores ty i8, Je 11 Se 
Ps sues) PRG A 4 eM es IE Mas 12 432 


It will be seen by the foregoing’ that 26.62 per cent. of 
the deaths from scarlatina occurred in South Boston. The 
population of that part of the city makes 15.84 per cent. of 
the entire population, and the ratio of deaths from this 
disease to the same was 1 in 483.68. There were but 4 
deaths in Ward 9, and 8 each in Wards 7 and 10. 

Typhoid Fever. — There were 148 deaths reported from 
this disease, — 77 males and 71 females, —a decrease of 
83 compared with 1875, and 55 less than were reported in 
1874. There were but 10 deaths from this cause in East 
Boston, or 1 in 3,014.8 of the population of that place; and 
11 in Charlestown, or 1 in 3,134. Only 12 deaths occurred 
in Wards 16, 17, and 18, which is one death in 3,548 of the 
population of those wards. It will be remembered that the 
_ district formed by the last three wards is generally regarded 
~ as lacking in proper drainage, a condition popularly sup- 
posed to be provocative or productive of typhoid fever. 
The apprehension existing in this particular does not, in 
view of the facts above stated, seem to be particularly war- 
ranted. The following table exhibits the mortality from 
this disease in the several wards. ‘There was not a death 
from this cause in Ward 21 : — 
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WARDS. Deaths. WARDS. Deaths. WARDS. / Deaths. 


10 A eae 4 HS reeset 4 TO ie feds) eancsa 12 
me Geis eles 6 6 PUP etvan wey 5 DON aiiie dee folel wigs 7 
Sa iees hae whe” 6 2 La rek ste seks 6 LZ Wr ehter ih ehaiie ia 9 
Disp s es! 5s 7 EStet errata) els 12 Zo a esis tie iat oh elie T 
Oimehemdcee ss: «. 3 2 fe SAnemr een 5 sad oiler) 'e) tut oie: ) 8 4 
Gedy tule « |» 7 EA Go BN iG 4 City Hospital . . 9 
Tipe panes. 6 7 SOPs cnt erSO RA! A 2 Mass. ‘ 9 
Situe Siejvarrs” ss 2 (ion eb lanes vole 4 Deer Island) =). : 1 
Shomer Ait < 5 5 UREN a 6 * Ce aa 


Measies. —There were but three deaths reported from 
measles, one in Ward 15, one in Ward 19, and one in Ward 
20. In the preceding year there were 70 deaths from this 
disease. 

Meningitis, Cerebro-spinal. —The number of deaths re- 
ported from this cause was 13,.against 41 in 1875. They 
were thus distributed: In East Boston, 2; in Charlestown, 2 ; 
Ward 6,1; Ward 10,2; Ward 12,1; South Boston, 3; 
Ward 21,1; and Ward 24, 1. 

Whooping-Cough. — The number of deaths from whoop- 
ing-cough was 50,— an increase of 10 compared with the 
preceding year, 16 of which occurred in South Boston. 

Of the 2,232 deaths from the zymotic diseases, enumer- 
ated in the foregoing summary, 72 (3.23 per cent. of the 
whole number) occurred in the several hospitals and other 
public institutions. ‘The number of deaths from these dis- 
eases in the several wards, exclusive of those last named, 
with the ratio of deaths to the population of each ward, will 
be seen in the following; the deaths in Ward 25 are em- 
braced in Ward 22 : — 


eee hah om Meech a 
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No. of population No. of population 
WARDS. Deaths. Ae onelaencht WARDS. Deaths. +0 Oe Geneh: 


a FE —— 


iB oe an 85 168.29 7 By i 140 132.20 
Py Cane ea 103 153.81 15 ay 129 109.63 
3 74 155.00 IGG eens 97 155.21 
hie oes 65 176.26 17 a4 BB 256.58 
yo dew AS 50 230.90 18h sat 47 285.34 
Bir Vee aoa WendOS. te 167.97 WOO Cee ae 150 |: 128.09 
Tires § 58 220.31 SOMA. 109 144.66 
8 ‘ 63 197.25 DLW ta ee eee 56 211.79 
ou , BB 230.90 22. : 134 139.19 
OE oes 56 191.34 23 ae 69 183.35 
shisha eeu tul 66 215.68 PERG ae 80 172.86 
DP TCA aN 103 148,03 ESB 8S S| 
Tere ce ton est 208 107.08 2,160 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


Cancer. — The number of deaths from cancer was 164, 
—47 males and 117 females; an increase of 8 compared with 
the preceding year, and muking nearly 2 per cent. of the 
deaths from all causes. Of all the male decedents, 1 in 87.45, 
and of the females, 1 in 34.98, died of cancer. The local 
manifestation of the disease (except in eleven instances), 
with the sex and ages of the decedents, are seen in the 
following table : — 


TABLE XIII. DEATHS FROM CANCER, AGES OF DECEDENTS, AND 
LOCALITIES OF THE DISEASE. 


Ages Ages Ages Ages 

Males. VRS a PUIVerie mere ica 65 || Pylorus ...j| 65 || Stomach ...j| 49 
DN 01a, et aa am A i vee ee 51 || Rectum ...| 40 “ oleae 
Bowels ....)| 66 Siemens ns 59 || Stomach ...| 42 te <i te ee OO 
in) gael 4B || Gg BBS dO gpd) ee 

€ See ie ee OPTIC RT reese tn OU se ete viene iOO we ov eenienGe 
COHIM cae ten oa des], OL HT UNGCK 0 pos eis 65 s sae nd OR Para a 4 
MACOUnyeehensines| an 00 AO ete ottenee || OO me or er'e ss OO t ap aera 
Meg ces eters | 10.1) Gsophagus., 5) | 68 es Se Ge cs icra boa tt 
Lip ......j| 62 || Penisandgroin| 69 SS roe sie tis Wie s¢ and liver} 64 


LAVOT Ns) so lete se 47 |! Prostate gland 86 ce 7. »* 57. Shoulder alee 23 


Te oe 


> 
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TABLE XIII. — Continued. 


Males. 
Tighe te: 6) 6. 
Throat .... 


66 . ee e 

PONGUGIs vars « 
a ° . e e 
«eé 


Seat not given. 


66 


Total males. 


Females. 


Bowels .... 


66 

ee oe @ 
ce 

ee @ 6 
66 

«eee 
ce 


Breast .... 


66 

Wi a 6, 6 
6c 

oe Ss 
a6 

oe e@ @ 
“6 

i 
iti 

o*¢€ © ¢ 
46 

ee 
66 

o, (0) .@:) a 
ce 

* 8 © © 
“ 

oe 8 6 
iii 

6 6) 2 
66 

«eee 
a6 

oe 8 «© 
“e 

eee 
ee 

eC ee 
66 


Ages Ages Ages 


rys.|| Breast ....j| 58 || Stomach ...{ 21 || Uterus 


33 AY és w of 54 Cs «we «} 53 . ee ENC 
49 aS weet fe OI ee see |) 60 ss Sevens 
52 a avelar et mos WY “4 66 fs Py ai 
48 K Sere vehiinte se aevey thi ite «9 Sua Gare 
65 ss atte 46 oe Spank) Vel se wiceiite 
73 ss oi Nelee ie 55 < ety tee || ROG es See 
60 +e il elite 29 uy siteea fa OG $¢ Far esale 
40 ee ayestie tie 60 ae aie) ne 46 Wy ohare 
47 s eves] 46 bi ane jt OO ss on aeiaehs 
Peet ey 3e | 49 ea Soe POO ahead eh as 
4 andside| 35 My ooo] 44 £¢ eismreite 
AeiPHACEt a «aos | 9D Ke 1a 50 tC eixeltie 
heh «60 See rib 66 CTA ey 
63 || Dorsalvertebree| 59 fe e se) ure xe RL ISNAW Ns 
40}. Groin: . .\s.. |. 48 J ai etal tien Ge ss él eleerie 
Of aalver. <6 ss | 62 68 5 Joel ae hs eae tects 
48 eR laa Le o ote | AT s aeltens 
62 clnewetisie sue th OU uC eth ollie PAD Sf AEM 
79 TOR Poe sPubeyurte! ae 32. sf BY AH 61 ee ayue melita 
54 MBA wel a) oa p>, 00 as ae 66 Fs ak were 
42 SO eiels ohert s sO sé -+«.| 70 || Seatnot given. 
44 SRM e Ba e)) eho) |, HOO s wee 57 be . 
LL ar ee SIMONE AC BF “ 
79 Oe toret ats) moot - pie 9 fe ao se . 
661) Neck. . «se | 16 i Al eel | acy << 
61 || Pylorus... ..|: 45 || Thigh ....| 35 pieces . 
BO | ROCUUIN I les. e fas Zia MU CCLUS) oie te 1 100 ae ° 
57 * Peres tes | is oMabeierhiy Ae cs : 
G2e|i Side. <\'s. oo i, OF Ly siete leh pra, G2 s . 
538 || Stomach ...| 52 ue e « e -| 50 || Total females . 
81 sf oe ot 62 af see a] 58 
56 s¢ aia Ver LO oe aeue alt) oo 


43 


—— 


117 
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Consumption. — The number of deaths from this disease 
was 1,268, — 606 males and 662 females; a decrease of 58 
compared with the record of 1875, making 15.46 of the 
whole mortality. The percentage in 1875 was 15.15. The 
above number includes those who were reported as having 
died from hemoptysis and tuberculosis. The ages and sex 
of the decedents are shown in the following : — 


40 to 50 
50 to 60. 
Over 60 


—| 20 to 30. 


Deaths '. .. . {17 56} 186 | 216 


_ 
co 
i=) 

—-—|——_ 30 to 40. 


Percent. ...| 2.76 | 2.92 | 1.66 20 Oia uO 31.70 22,08 14.12 | 8.20 | 8.12 


In the first two periods the female decedents exceed the 
males by one in each, and in the third by 13. In the fourth 
the sexes are equal in number. In the three succeeding 
periods, the females outnumber the males in each by 15, 30, 
and 20 respectively. It will be noticed that 53.79 per cent. 
of the decedents were between 20 and 40 years of age, 
31.70 per cent. being between 20 and 30. The ratio of 
the deaths from consumption to the deaths from all other 
causes was 1 in 6.78 of the males, and 1 in 6.18 of the 
females. The birthplaces of the decedents are given in the 
following table; those under 20 years are classed according 
to the nativity of their fathers : — 


BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.| Per ct. BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.| Per ct. 


Se ns ee ee) ee 
7 


United States ......- 534 42.11 || AZOPCB «2 ve Js se waite tae 3 24 
MP OLAYUG Betieilte Hatter ie! Ns Felt tonte 517 40.77 || |Brance ss‘. 10 ‘ste s) stems 2 16 
British America. ..... 104 8:20. | (Spain. ers sete evenemens 1 .08 
Germany and N. Europe . 40 3.15. 7f | CHING s/s hee anes alten 1 .08 
Lived ysyele lr ese Sage ise 31 2.44 ||Other foreign places... . 13 1.03 
BCOtlandi iss wile» teins’. 11 .07 || Unknown .0. 02%. vous womens vis 55 
eae AMeacn oes cura et 4 32 “7,268 | 100.00 
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The following table exhibits the number of deaths from 
consumption in each ward (with the exception of those that 
occurred in the hospitals), and the ratio of deaths from this 
disease to the whole mortality in the same localities : — 


Biel 
No. of popula- No. of popula- 


WARDS. Deaths.} tion to one WARDS. Deaths.| tion to one 
death. death. 

30 . 476.83 13 103 216.24 

HK. Boston 

36 441.10 14 i Boston . 45° 426.84 
3 ( 34 837.35 15 42 336.71 
| tows J 42 _ 272.78 LGR cnceMentenls weirs 42 358.48 
5 [ 44 262.39 al (eh ce tek oltab et el sigs 35 403.20 
OT tsttews ei «) 3's 84 215.96 Bap ccepieateiiathetieues 31 432.61 
Mire we ative oe! 0» 47 271.70 19 46 417.67 
BUEN ie Wet sie") si 6)» 65 191.18 20 pron 6 J §2 303.23 
elite ite wt ee. 3!'s 48 269.19 21 18 658.89 
DOV hel si aliede.ie.|s','s 23 465.87 22 (Brighton) .. 55 339.09 
ES a QT 527.22 23 (W. Roxbury). 22 575.05 
Leto ee pelts, 6's 6 64 238.23 24 (Dorchester) . 37 373.76 


Ward 8 exhibits the largest ratio of deaths from consump- 
tion, and Ward 21 (Roxbury) the smallest. It will be inter- 
esting to notice a few facts contained in the foregoing table. 
It will be seen that in Ward 23 (West Roxbury) the deaths 
from consumption were in the ratio of 1 in 575.05 of the 
population of that place. In Roxbury (Wards 19, 20, 21), 
the ratio was 1 in 403.80. In Ward 24 (Dorchester), it 
was 1 in 373.76. In Brighton (Ward 22), 1 in 3839.09. 
In East Boston (Wards 1 and 2) the ratio was 1 in 456.79. 
In Wards 13, 14, 15 (South Boston) it was 1 in 292.75. In 
Charlestown (Wards 3, 4, 5) it was 1 in 287.27. In 
Wards 6, 7, 8, comprising localities contiguous to each 
other, with a population of a similar character, the ratio was 
1 in 221.15. In Ward 9, situated on elevated ground, and 
almost enclosed by the Charles river and the Common, the 
ratio was 1 in 269.19, differing slightly from that of Wards 
6, 7, and 8. In the district composed of Wards 11, 16, 17, 
18, adjoining each other, a section embracing about 738 
acres, almost half of which is of made land, and none of it 
above high-water mark, the ratio was only 1 in 420.84. 

Hydrocephalus and Tub. Meningitis. — The number of 
deaths thus classed was 162, — 83 males and 79 females, —a 
decrease of 16 compared with the preceding year. 
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Marasmus ‘and Tabes Mesenterica.—The number of 
deaths from these causes was 367— 200 males and 167 
females, — making 4.47 per cent. of all the deaths. In 1875 
there were 356 deaths thus reported, making 3.97 of the 
whole mortality of that year. | 


LocaL DISEASES. 


Apoplexy and Paralysis. —There were 240 deaths thus 
reported, 160 of the former, and 80 of the latter, —an increase 
of 84 compared with 1875, and making 2.93 of the whole 
mortality. 7 

Brain, Diseases of. — There were 286 deaths reported 
from brain diseases, —a decrease of 53 from the number re- 
- corded in 1875, — making 3.49 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. Nearly all of those instances recorded as “ diseases 
of the brain” (221 in number) were reported as meningitis. 

Heart, Diseases of. —The number of deaths from diseases 
of the heart was 369, — an increase of 47 compared with the 
preceding year, making 4.50 per cent. of all the deaths. 
The following table contains 108 instances in which the 
specific forms of the disease were given by the attending 
physicians. An effort was made to ascertain the nature of 
every case, but it was found to be a difficult task. 
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Bronchitis. — The number of deaths from this disease was 
231, making 2.82 per cent. of the whole mortality. “Those 
who died of bronchitis in the preceding year made 2.89 per 
cent. of all the decedents. There has been but a slight 
variation in the number of deaths reported from this cause 
in the last ten years 

Pneumonia. —The number of deaths from pneumonia 
was 523; a decrease of 109 from the number reported in 
1875, making 6.38 per cent. of all the déaths. In 1875 the 
deaths from this disease made 7.06 per cent. of the mor- 
tality from all causes in that year. There were 75 deaths 
reported as caused by “congestion of lungs.” The mor- 
tality from both classes make 7.29 per cent. of all the 
deaths. 

Enteritis. — There were 78 deaths thus reported, — an 
increase of 6 over the preceding year,—which, with 40 
deaths from peritonitis, make 1.44 per cent. of the whole 
mortality, almost identical with that of the preceding year, 
when it was 1.45. 

Gastritis. — There were 39 deaths thus reported, against 
58 in the preceding year. 

Hernia. — There were 15 instances of hernia, — 5 males 
and 10.females. Of the male cases, 3 were strangulated 
hernia, 1 umbilical, and 1 scrotal. Of the female, 5 were 

strangulated, 3 inguinal, and 2 umbilical. 
. Liver, Diseases of. — There were 68 deaths from aimenes 
of the liver ; ; a decrease of 11 from the number reported 
in 1875. 

Nephria (Brights Disease). — The number of deaths re-_ 
ported from this disease was 86; a decrease of 6 compared 
with 1875. 49 were males, and 37 females. The total 
deaths from diseases of the kidneys made 1.41 per cent. of 
all the deaths, the identical percentage of the preceding 
year. : | 
Tumors. — There were 39 deaths thus reported, the same 
number that were recorded in 1875. Their locations 
were, — ovarian, 16; uterus, 8; neck, 6; bowels, 4; brain, 
3;.stomach, 2. 


DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


Premature Birth. —The number of deaths of this char- 
acter was 1385,— 76 males and 49 females; an increase of 
11 over the number of the preceding year. 

Malformations. — There were 59 deaths of this class; an 
increase of 8 compared with 1875. They were thus re- 
ported: cyanosis, 35 (21 males, 14 females) ; spina bifida, 
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15 (7 males, 8 females) ; imperforate rectum, 2 (male and 
femalé) ; throat, 1; bowels, 1; brain, 1; not named, 4. | 

Puerperal Diseases. —'There were 100 deaths reported of 
causes connected with childbirth; 20 less than were re- 
corded in 1875. As there were 930 female decedents who 
were married at the time of death, it will be seen that 1 in 
9.30 of that number died from diseases incident to child- 
birth. In the preceding year the ratio was 1 in7. The 
several cases were reported as follows : — 


AGES OF DECEDENTS. 17 to 20)20 to 25/25 to 30/30 to 35/35 to 40/40 to 42, 
Abortion ...%-+ 3 Dane Oe 56, cea a fenaF 2 2 3 1 
WOM VUISLOMM I ay 31:6) 6 lel Wile “ee 3. ee 1 1 2 2 1 
LIC sot ar) Se ee 2 5 7 oa 6 1 
DRI AES: FU) feg sete) eee Si ae L 2 1 1 
elviChOGLOrMMiby s) se: 6.01.0) enw aoe 6 Z . . ° 
EMEOMIIAN yor 0h 8) 6) fey a. dye 0 ee we 2 ~ 4. It. 6 ; 6. - 2s 
Post-partem Heemorrhage ...... 1 3 1 1 
Puerperal Septicwmia 2... 2.0 6 3 |e ww ly 
Heuptureot Atenas. 6. s.. lee 0 2 6s Biko Wave |icok ots siMict co tpeidergenll felis etre it se) hae 
Unskilful delivery . 1. sss eee os pits aus a: 

ENOEOEVGH Mf witel af s¥ssie: 0 tivits/le se 'e/« nee 3 2 4 4 
oe 7 18 27 21 22 5 


Old Age.— There were 226 deaths thus reported, — 70 
males and 156 females; 31 less than were reported in 
1875. 


VIOLENT DRATHS. 


Accidents. —The total number of deaths from external 
causes was 307, seven more than were recorded in the preced- 
ing year. The deaths, except in a few instances, were of 
the following character : — 
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Homicides. — There were 14 instances of 


more than were recorded in 1875. 
Suicides. —There were 37 deaths of this 


8 less than occurred in the preceding year. 
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in effecting death were thus given : — 


en's 


e 


Z 
S 


| 
| 


Do a —  <  C CO O  C JC 


307 


murder, — 5 


character, — 
2/ of these 


The methods employed 


i 
en 


City REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 


* 


a n Q 

ella? Sis) tay al et 

n oS @ oC 2 Ss 

a|& a|é alg 

vo bi >) o 

2) a | & A | & 

By shooting 11). .|| By morphine. . 1} 1|| Jumped from window 1 
hanging .. 6; 1 OPIUM ses 2 uC “ pbuilding WG c 
drowning. . 3]. Paris green . 1 il Uh into furnace . BS ct 
cutting throat}; 2). - phosphorus . iL Genes Total ose) owe elo 

corrosive sub.|. . 3 ALSEMICH ee otra) lenis 1 


It is not dificult to perceive in the modes chosen for self- 
destruction the moral and physical characteristics of the two 
sexes. The most violent and repulsive forms of death, 
except in two instances, have been avoided by the females. 
Of the 26 who took their own lives by the grosser methods, 
but two were females. It would not seem very inapt, there- 
fore, to regard some forms of suicide as naturally feminine 
in character, while others might be looked on as peculiarly 


masculine. 
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The percentages of deaths from the several classes of dis- 
eases, as exhibited in the foregoing table, are shown in the 
following : — 


ZYMOTIC DISEASES. Per ct. Per ct. LocAL DISEASES. Per 'ctsa,) ber.cts 

Miasmatic ...... ~ 29.45 Of Organs of Locomotion .17 

Una GG a Gale 30 Integumentary system .17 —— 31.40 

NDICTIC Maite lee hieMettell oh sire 46 

DEVELOPMENTAL DIs- 
IPALASItIC si enelte Veniadie la 04 —— 30.25 EASES. 
CONSTITUTIONAL DIs- Of Children ives smememteute 4.63 
EASES. 
Womenvo..ccnetsmene 93 
Dial hetiCampmenan sete as a.oS Old Pesple 2 
up erculav mete eles 22.18 —— 25.06 Nutrition) 2) ae 22 8.56 
LOcAL DISEASES. 
VIOLENCE. 

Of Nervous system,’. . 8.87 Accident or Neglect... 3.69 
Circulatory system . 4.73 Suicide <7.) ie, ial oneMtoine 46 — 
Respiratory ‘‘ - 11.00 Murder: .<'%\ es «fcr stae LO 
Digestive J - 4,18 Execution Weisel sion 
Urinary ad Prey Gaenher WE Otherwise ....... 41 —— 4.73 
Generative ‘ «38 100.00 


It will be seen that the deaths from zymotic diseases 
made 80.25 per cent. of the whole mortality. In 1875 
the percentage of deaths from this class of diseases was 
B1,79. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


A notion prevails, to some extent, that the registration of 
vital stutistics belongs to the domain of medicine. Such is 
not the case. It has about as much to do with medical 
science, or with sanitary matters, as the thermometer has to 
do with cold and heat. Mortality statistics do indeed indicate 
the existence of disease, and relate to the duration of human 
life; but they have no agency in the treatment or removal of 


co) 
disease, nor do they furnish or suggest the means for doing 
so. They are simply matters of fact; and while they de- 
mand carefulness and experience for their proper collection 
and arrangement, they are entirely within the comprehension 
of any one of ordinary iutelligence who has an aptitude for 
the work. Their sole office is to furnish materials for 


investigation, and thereby add to the common stock of 
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knowledge. In the preparation of these materials, as 
before remarked, intelligence and carefulness, aided by ex- 
perience, are the only qualifications that are needed. 

The registration of births, marriages, and deaths in the 
town of Boston was instituted soon after its settlement in 
1630. ‘That the importance of the subject was more or less 
appreciated by the early settlers is evident from the fulness 
of the records during the succeeding fifty years. During the 
following one hundred years considerable negligence is 
discernible, as the records are meagre and incomplete. 
From the year 1800, however, to the present time (with 
the exception of those of deaths from 1800 to 1810), they - 
appear in better condition, and have continued to improve, 
without interruption, until the present time. 

At the outset the facts registered were few in number, being 
merely the date of birth, and name of child, with those of 
its parents. In the case of marriages, the names of the parties 
and of the officiating clergyman, with the date of marriage, 
were all the items entered on the record. There were no 
intentions of marriage recorded prior to 1707. In the 
record of deaths the name of the decedent, date of death, 
cause of death, burial place, and name of the undertaker, 
with few unimportant exceptions, were all that were 
then required. This condition existed, with an occasional 
alteration in the registration law by the General Court, until 
1849, when a radical change was effected in the law by the 
addition of several items to the official record. The present 
system is substantially the one then perfected, and is followed 
in all the towns of this Commonwealth. As a matter of 
curiosity, as well as of information, the facts now entered on 
the records are given below : — 


BIRTHS. 


No. of birth. 
Date of birth. 
Name of child. 
Sex. 


No. of marriage. 

Date of marriage. 
Nimes of parties. 
Residence of each. 


Date of registration. 


Date of death. 
Name of deceased. 
Age of deceased. 
Place of death. 


(Street and no.) 


Place of birth. 
(Street and no.) 


Names of parents. 


Residence of parents. 


MARRIAGES. 
Ages of the parties. 


Occupation of groom. 


Birthplace of groom. 
Birthplace of bride. 


DEATHS. 


Occupation. 
Birthplace. 

Name of father. 
Name of mother. 
Birthplace of father. 


Occupation of father. 
Birthplace of father. 
Birthplace of mother. 


Names of parents. 
No. of times married. 
Name of clergyman. 
Date of return. 


Birthplace of mother. 
Cause of death. 


(Primary and secondary.) 


Duration of disease. 
Place of interment. 
Informant. 
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It will be seen that the information contained in the above 
lists comprises almost everything of value in the registration 
of vital statistics. In this connection it will not be improper 
to say that the records of marriages of Boston are full and 
complete, as no certificate of intentions of marriage is ever 
issued without the above enumerated items. As to the 
accuracy of the record itself, something perhaps may be 
claimed on the ground of twenty-four years’ experience, —a 
longer service in such work than has been rendered by any 
other recording officer in this country. 

The foregoing remarks were suggested by a paragraph in 
a daily journal i in January last. A New York correspondent 
of that paper writes : — 


A VisitInc BOSTON OFFICIAL. — Dr. , of Boston, paid a visit 
Saturday morning to the Brooklyn Health office. Dr. expressed 
gratification at the system employed for recording statistics, especially 
in the Registrar’s bureau, which, he said, surpassed in its thoroughness 
and details a similar bureau in his own office. 


I am unaware of the existence in Boston of any bureau 
for the registration of vital statistics other than that belong- 
ing to the City Registrar’s department; I therefore presume 


that the above paragraph alludes to this office. Itis not my - 


desire to cavil at anything that may be said in praise of the 
methods employed elsewhere in the registration of vital 
statistics ; but I do intend to repel the inconsiderate asser- 
_ tion that the methods of registration in any place are more 
thorough in their operation than those employed in Boston 
at the present time. Of the truth of this unequivocal asser- 
tion the records themselves will afford the most convincing 
proof. - 

The reader is requested again to refer to the list of items 
on a previous page, which the law requires to be registered. 
An examination of the Boston records will show that those 
items have been registered with undeviating regularity, with- 
out omissions (except in cases before mentioned), conforming 
to the requirement of the law in every particular. If such 


is the case, it is not easy to comprehend the reason for Dr. . 


’s disparaging criticism. 

It is not impertinent to ask, if Dr. ———has examined 
into the methods of registration employed in this office? 
Indeed, has he ever seen. the inside of one of the record 
books? If he has done either, the fact has altogether 
escaped my notice. I do not feel particularly sensitive on 
the subject; but Iam unwilling that unauthorized assump- 
tion should be allowed to impress those who have no per- 
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sonal knowledge of the subject, without an attempt to place 
it in its proper light. . 

I have the pleasure of a slight acquaintance with Dr - : 
who is an estimable gentleman, and quite above committing 
an intentional error on this subject; but he is not the first 
man, nor, it is feared, will he be the last, who has been led 
to pronounce an opinion on matters of which he had but 
little knowledge. Iam not aware that Dr. ‘has had 
any extensive experience in practical registration. To bea 
skilful physician, which he doubtless is, does not necessarily 
endow him with the qualifications necessary for a recording 
officer. Neither will the knowledge he may have acquired 
for the treatment of the sick enable him to express an intel- 
ligent opinion as to the completeness of a work, without an 
examination or a knowledge of the work itself. 

It is a pity that Dr. had not read with more care 
even the reports of the New York Board of Health. He 
would have learned from them that the methods employed in 
the Health office of that city for the registration of vital 
statistics(so far as those of births and marriages are con- 
cerned) are not set forth therein as more thorough than those 
of Boston. The registration of deaths in New York is un- 
doubtedly such as to leave little room for improvement. Ags 
the same facts are recorded here, and with like precision and 
regularity, perhaps nothing more need be said on this point. 
But in regard to the records of births and marriages of that 
city, it is well to have it known, that in nearly every report of 
the New York Board of Health, from 1866 to 1874, the re- 
gret is expressed for their imperfect character. And what 
makes those utterances more significant is the fact, that in 
several instances they are accompanied with emphatic com- 
mendations of the maraer in which these two branches of 
vital statistics are registered in Boston and Providence. 
Repeatedly these two cities have been designated as the only 
places in the United States where a nearly perfect system of 
- birth and marriage registration exists, and where it is car- 
ried out in a “common-sense” manner. 


MARRIAGES. 


The large decrease in the number of marriages solemnized 
during the last two years is set forth in another part of this 
report. One cause of this large diminution in the marriage 
rate may be similar to that alluded to by the late Mr. Buckle 
in his “ History of European Civilization ” : — 


a <n. ee SO 
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Even the number of marriages annually contracted is determined, 
not by the temper and wishes of individuals, but by large general facts, 
over which individuals can exercise no authority. It is now known \ 
that marriages bear a fixed and definite relation to the price of corn; 
and in England the experience of a century has proved that, instead of oe 
having any connection with personil feelings, they are simply regalated . 
by the average earnings of the great mass of the people; so that this 
immense social and religious institution is not only swayed, but is 
completely controlled, by the price of food and the rate of wages. _ 


That the “price of corn” and the “average earnings of 
the great mass of the people” may be an evidence of a 
condition suggested by the words of Mr. Buckle is true; 
but that the facts stated are the cause of that condition is 
not equally obvious. When it is. remembered that the 
marriage relation is the legitimate expression of the most 
potent of the human instincts, which are unvarying and 
irrepressible in their manifestations, and that these instincts 
are rarely found subordinated to prudential considerations of 
any kind, it seems that Mr. Buckle’s averment needs to be 
somewhat modified. The “price of corn,” or “hard times,” 
doubtless limits the number of those who assume the mar- 
riage relation; but there are other agencies at work, of a 
more subtle kind, which have not less influence in the same 
direction. The prevailing spirit of the age exhibits a per-_ 
petual struggle tor something not attained; a disposition to 
throw off restraint ; a general and almost universal tendency 
toward loosening the bonds of social cohesion. Thus un- 
settled and detached from all safe moorings, without rudder 
or compass, men drift along, and it is not difficult to see how 
they may be responsive to the conditions of their natural 
life without taking upon themselves its obligations. What- 
ever, in fine, may be the causes of the present diminished 
marriage-rate, the subject is one of no little importance, and 
deserves more thoughtful consideration than it is likely to : 
receive. The careful observer will see in it more than one 
phase of human life, —one quite different from that which 
fills the vision of a materialist like Mr. Buckle. 


Heauru or Boston. 


Many apprehensions have been expressed during the past 


two or three years concerning the death-rate of Boston. q 
Of all the vaticinations on the subject, even by those who : 
assume to speak with authority, little has been predicted on 4 


any real knowledge of the existing facts, or of anything that 
would properly serve as a basis even for conjecture. The 
average Bostonian has been accustomed from birth to regard 


g _ v Psy 
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_ this city of his as one peculiarly favored in a sanitary point 
of view, and has zealously and truthfully maintained that its 
sanitary laws were wisely conceived and faithfully executed. 
An examination of the mortality statistics for the last twenty- 
five years or more will justify that belicf. The occasional 
advent of epidemics has sometimes shaken this conviction, 
but only for a brief period ; for when these transient visitors 
have taken their leave all apprehensions have disappeared 
with them. 

But — Is the present death-rate of Boston excessive? Is it 
larger than is usually found in other cities, of like extent, and 
possessing similar general characteristics? The death-rate 
in 1876 was 23.35 deaths in each thousand of the whole 
population. The yearly average for the last twenty-one 
years was 24.35 in a thousand. Some of those who have 
indulged in jeremiads concerning the public health, in the 
last few years, have expressed their belief with great 
positiveness that the death-rate ought to be less than 20 
in a thousand; and it has even been declared possible to 
reduce it to 14 in a thousand. Now, it should be borne in 
mind that there is no fixed or arbitrary death-rate, as some 
might imagine from the remarks so confidently made; and 
that any opinion as to what is a proper one, unless it is 
based on a consideration of the facts of density of population, 
geographical position, climatic influences, etc., would be of 
very little value. The individual who hazarded the assertion 
that the death-rate of Boston need be no higher than that 
abuve indicated stated a proposition that he is unable to 
prove, and one, moreover, that he is not likely to see 
justified by the result. All that has been seen in the past 
affords no ground for expecting such a condition, and there 
is little else on which to base any reasonable predictions 
concerning the future. 


INFANTILE MORTALITY. 


Prior to 1849 the percentage of deaths of children under 
one year of age was small, compared with what is the case 
at the present time. From 1818 to 1849 the mortality 
among children of that age did not exceed 18.36 per cent. of 
the whole mortality in any year, and in some instances it had 
been as low as 9 per cent. Indeed, there are figures still 
lower than that, but I distrust their truthfulness. At the 
same time, the mortality of children under 5 years has varied 
but little from 1849 to the present time. In other words, the 
mortality among children under 5 years of age is not much 
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larger in 1876 than it was in 1849 and subsequent years. 


So, allowing the infantile mortality to be the gauge by which ~ 


to measure the condition of the general health, it is evident 
that that condition has not become worse, even if it has not 
become better. But it is not certain that the large infantile 
mortality is due to any defect in sunitary regulations : it would 
not be difficult to find a sufficient cause in overcrowded and 
-ill-constructed dwellings, presenting a condition not easily 
changed. | 
Respectfully submitted, . 
N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


City REGISTRAR’s OFFICE, Sept. 17, 1877. 
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